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A Word to the Readers 


“Imam Ali and Political Leadership (Siyasat Nameb)” is the most 
comprehensive and useful part of “The Encyclopedia of Imam ‘Ali 
(a.s.) (Mawsi'a allmam ‘Ali ibn Abi Yalib)". Iv is the most perfect asset, 
for the organization of a wellfounded Islamic Civilization and a 
system of ruling a state in today’s human society. 


In reality, Jmam Ali and Political Leadership is a book that speaks 
about the sovereignty of human values. Thus, this work is extremely 
helpful and instructive not only for the Islamic world and statesmen, 
but also for all those who suffer from the dominance of power, 
wealth and fraudulence under various names, and for those who 
yearn for the prevalence of values (of which its foremost is justice). 
Thus and for this reason, this part of the “Encyclopedia” was 
translated prior to other sections of this collection and presented as a 
separate volume to the interested readers 


Before reading this volume, respected readers are requested to consider 
the following points: 


1. Imam Ali and Political Leadership is a complete translation [into 
English] of the fourth volume of The Encyclopedia of Imam ‘Ali 
(as,) that also includes the Arabic text for those interested in hadith 
and historical texts in its source language 


2, The Introduction to this version of “Imam Ali and Political 
Leadership” is more detailed than the fourth volume of the 
Encyclopedia, consisting along with new points, an analytical 
explanation for the reasons of Imam ‘Ali’s (a.s,) solitude towards the 
end of his ruling and also the reasons bebind the disruption and 
discontinuity of his government despite his efficient policies. 


1. This analysis added to the Introduction of this book is taken from Volume 
Seven of "The Enectopedia of Amir atMu'mintn'" (in Persian]. 
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3, The Introduction of Jmam Ali and Political Leadership is a 
summary of the policies of Imam ‘Ali (a.s). In order to be fully 
aware of the policies of Imam ‘Ali (a.s.).in various fields, it is 
necessary to refer to the main text [of this volume] according to the 
order of the topics. 

4. The references in the footnotes of the ‘Introduction’ are just a 
part of the sources used in Imam Ali and Political Leadership and it is 
necessary to refer to the main chapters of the book for further 
information about other sources. 


5, Wherever reference is made to a ‘section’, it refers to the sections 
of the Encyclopedia of Imam ‘Ali ibn Abi Talib. 


In the end, 1 would like to thank my respected colleagues and 
everyone else who collaborated in the compilation of the 
Encyclopedia of Imam ‘Ali ibn Abi Talib, in particular the eminent 
scholars Sayyid Muhammad Kazim Tabataba'l, Sayyid Mahmud 
Tabataba’i Nijad and the dear professor Mr, Muhammad ‘Ali 
Mahdawt Rad, for their efforts in presenting analyses. I am also 
sincerely grateful to Mr. Ahmad Ridwani whe took on the English 
translation of Sivasat Nameb and the eminent scholar Hujjatul-lslam 
Mohammad Sharif Mahdavi and Mr. Zaid Alsalami for editing this 
work. I pray to Allah the Beneficent to bestow His rewards on them 
all, befitting His Grace and the dignity of the Master of the Pious 
[‘Ali ibn Abi Talib (a.s.)} 


© Lord, Deign to accept this from us! Verily, You are the All- 
Hearing, the All-Knowing.! 


Muhammad Muhammadi Rayshahri 
21 Shawal 1431 
30 September 2010 


1, Qur'an 23127 


Introduction 


(yy 
Politics in the Two Schools of Thought 


On the 38" of Dhil Hijjah 35 AH/June 17,656 CE, Imam ‘Ali (a. s.) 
took over as leader of the Muslims and was martyred in his prayer 
niche on Ramadan 21",4o AH /January 29'%,661CE. His rule thus 
lasted for just four years, nine months and three days. 


Among the many issues that merit discussion in relation to this 
period of his life are the following: 


1. How the Imam (a.s.) came to power and the dimensions of his 
political reform; 


2. The various kinds of resistance against the policies of Imam 
“Ali (a.s.), politically and militarily, and the wars and other conflicts 
during his short period of rulership; 


3. The insubordination of Imam ‘Ali’s (a.s.) army, their refusing 
to go to battles and their weakness in front of the enemy and also 
tyrannical invasions, plundering and night raids by Mu‘awiya; 


4, The companions of Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) and his agents; 


5, Events leading to the plot for the assassination of Imam ‘Ali 
(a.s.) and his Martyrdom. 


Of these topics, perhaps the most important is the way that Imam 
“Ali (a.s.) organized his administration, and the reasons for his 
policies, and that is because of its relevance to the present era and the 
guiding principles it can offer to contemporary rulers, particularly to 
the statesmen of the Islamic Republic of Iran and the leaders of 
Islamic movements, We believe that a clarification of the political 
principles of Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) and a comparison with those of the 
Umayyad school, would confirm the validity of the Imam’s political 
principles in governing and respond to the objections that some 
people have raised against them, both in the past and even today. 
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According to Imam ‘Ali (a.s), political insight is one of the most 
crucial requirements of leadership. Imam not only considers 
‘understanding and correct political perception’ as the secret to a 
government's success and survival, but also stresses that “governing a 
eee is exactly politics itself’! Hee asserts that political incapability is 
4 blight that undermines a statesman’s authority and can lead to his 
downfall, In Imam’s view, therefore, rulers who do not possess such 
political insight will not be able to remain in power for long 
Eventually, according to the teachings of Imam ‘Ali (a.s), the pursuit 
of ineffective and wrong policies is a clear sign of the decline of a 
government's authority and the weakness of a state” 

Therefore, the management of a society on the basis of Islamic 
principles, as defined by Imam ‘Ali (a.s), is only possible through 
the effective leadership of the rulers, In other words, statesmanship is 
one of the general principles of management and it is equally 
important in other schools. What distinguishes Islam from other 
Uoerrines, and puts the political principles of Imam ‘All (as.) above others 
and those of Umayyad politics, is how politic is viewed and 
understood, 


Umayyad Pi 

In the political ideology of the Usnayyads, the only principle 
involved in politics appears to be identifying the goal and achieving 
it through whatever means possible and necessary. Such approach to 
politics has been common in all societies throughout history. Even 
today, politicians and statesmen in the “International Community” 
seem to have no other definition of politics than this. In other 
words, politics in the Umayyad School, is the same category as the 
common understandings of the governments that are not based on 
any principles or values, and for them, it is not the criteria for 
distinguishing between truth and falsehood that give them direction 
in their practices. In describing a politician, Oswald Spengler says, “A 
person who is politician by nature has nothing to do with the truth 
and falschood of things.” 


1, See 10/1 (Causes of Durability of Governments) 


2. See 10/2 (Causes of the Decline of Governments}. 
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The British philosopher Bertrand Russell had a similar view of the 
political motives and behavior of men in politics: 


Political motives in most people include profiteering, 
selfishness, competition and love of power, For instance, 
in politics, all human actions originate from the above 
traits. A political leader who can convince people that he 
would be able to satisfy these needs, would also be able to 
subjugate people in such a way that they get to believe 
that two plus two equals five, or his authority has come 
down to him right from God 


The political leader who neglects these basic motives is 
usually deprived of the support of the masses. The 
psychology of public mobilizing forces is the most basic 
part of the education of successful political leaders. Most 
political leaders achieve their positions by convincing 
people that they have humanitarian ideals. It is easily 
understood that such a belief will be welcomed as it is 
emotionally appealing. Kettering people, public lectures 
and sermons, illegal punishments, and wars are procedures 
and steps towards the development of emotions, I think, 
for the followers of illogical thinking, keeping people in 
emotions provides with a better chance to deceive them 
and make benefit from them," 


This interpretation of politics is clearly the same interpretation of 
Umayyad statesmen, beginning with Mu‘awiya. On this basis, and 
by relying on the slogan ‘Kingdom is barren’, in order to seize 
control and safeguard his acquired power, Mu‘awiya was ready to 
commit any mischievous act and use any means to achieve this goal 


‘The Politics of Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) 

In the view of Imam ‘Ali (a.s.), by contrast, politics is the 
administration of society based on Divine principles and values, and 
a truth-oriented movement. He is quoted as saying: 


1, Robert Edward Egner, Bertrand Russell, Best: Silhouette in Satyr 
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fo Sal 
Kingdom is politics.' 


Thus he (as. never approved of doing anything simply for the 
purpose of achieving or retaining power. On the contrary, he never 
considered resorting to illegitimate measures, even if the alternative 
was the possible loss of rightful power. 


According to the teachings of Imam “Ali (as.), politics involves 
recognizing and employing of legitimate strategies to administer a 
society and provide its people with material and spiritual welfare, In 
other words, in Imam ‘Ali's (a.s.) teaching, exploiting illegitimate 
methods and tactics, to achieve ends, is not politics, rather they are 
deception, fraud and as in Imam al-Sadig (a.s.)’s words, ‘imposture’, 
even though they may appear effective.” 


Therefore, from the viewpoint of Imam ‘Ali (a.s.), the government 
is based on mastery over the hearts and the subjugation of the 
intellects and emotions, not dominating over them by the exploitation 
and subjugation of their bodies, In such an understanding of 
government, there is no need to resort to duplicitous and illegitimate 
political strategies and methods. According to Imam ‘Ali (as), 
power has no sanctity other than to administer justice, and therefore 
there is no reason to resort to illegitimate or underhand methods to 
preserve it, Such mastery over hearts is only possible by using 
legitimate methods and by treating people in accordance to the 
principles of justice and uth. Unlawful and false policies may 
achieve and maintain power for a short while, but they will never last 
long and they bring nothing to people but harm and loss: 


He uous Su 
“Truth has a [lasting] sovereignty while falsehood has a [short 


lived) turn.” 


1.abAmalt by alSadiig, p. 132 

2 Imm abSadiq (as) says about Mu'awiya’s political cunningness: "It is 
imposture and devilishness; it looks like intellect but it 1s not intellect.” (at 
Kaif, vol. 1, p11) 


2. abKaff, vol. 2 p. 7 
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Imam ‘Ali’s (a.s,) Reforms 


In accordance to this approach towards government and 
understanding of politics, Imam ‘Ali (a.s.), immediately after taking 
over the reins of power, launched a series of state reforms, calling for 
‘social and cconomic justice’, He declared that his main object in 
accepting government was to ‘embark on reforms and restore 
Suppressed rights’, Imam ‘Ali (as) believed that the events that 
occurred after the death of the Messenger of God (s.a.w.) had 
radically distorted the values that he (s.a.w.) had introduced, and 
there was as a result a great inconsistency between the rule and 
example of the Prophet (saw), and what had been done in the name 
of an ‘Islamic State’, In his formal statement at the beginning of his 
Caliphate, Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) had asserted that what had previously 
been done had been inconsistent with the conduct (sfrah) and 
tradition (sunnah) of the Messenger of God (s.a,w.), He believed that 
the current state of affairs was unacceptable; and there was a strong 
awed to establish new ways and procedures of government, and that 
this idea can be achieved by the ‘code of conduct and reforming of 
Imam “Ali (a.s.)’ which are in concordance with the ‘Prophetic 
uaditions and reforms’ rather than the ‘tradition of the two 
Sheikhs"', 


Imam ‘Ali (4.s,) with his deep political insight realized that such a 
process of radical reforms would not be tolerated by the people who 
had become accustomed to reversed values over a period of years 


Janis 


1S NEY 
Neither hearts can bear it nor can intellects stand firm before 
i? 


However, he was a truth-oriented statesman who regarded honesty 
in speech and clarity in position as well as adherence to the truth, 
and nothing less, as being the very essence of politics. Thus, in his 


1. The first two Caliphs, 


2. Nabj alBalaghab, Sermon 92/3, h 7 & 8, [Translations of Nadi al Balaghah 
throughout this book are mainly adopted from Sayyid ‘Ali Reda and William 
Chittick.) 
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very first statement after accepting the leadership of the community, 
he explicitly declared an unrelenting struggle against the errors and 
deviations of latest years, without the slightest fear of the political 
repercussions and social tensions that would ensue. 


Policies of Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) concerning Confrontation with Deviations 


Imam ‘Ali (as.) had a deep and precise awareness of what had 
befallen the people and knew how they had acclimatized to the 
deviations; he therefore became determined to embark on reforms. 
He knew both the depth of the calamity and the difficulty of 
removing it from every citcle of the society. Thus, Imam ‘Ali (as.) 
acted neither hastily nor unplanned. He divided the reforms he 
intended to make into two categories 


1. Fighting against administrative and economic corruption. 


2, Fighting against cultural deviation 


‘The Policy of Administrative and Economic Reformation 


Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) began to encounter administrative and economic 
deviations and fight against corruption in these areas from the very 
beginning of his rule, He expelled incompetent, corrupt and ill- 
behaved administrators from their posts and reclaimed the plundered 
public treasury. 

On the first day of his rule, Imam proclaimed his intended reform 
policy in the following thought provoking words: 


Ss NSS Uh eel fae lel 255 Stel b A iyabers 


lai) 


“You should know that if I responded to you, 1 would lead 
you as 1 know I should, and would not care about whatever 
one may say or reproach”! 


Meaning, you should comply with me in a way that I know. Imam 
“Ali (as) is a truth-centered person, proficient in the swnab and 


1, See 1/3, he 8 
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absorbed in God. What is thoughtprovoking here is that Imam 
indicates that he knows that compelling people to comply with his 
way, would lead to hardships, or even more, being followed with 
rebukes, faultfinding, and stirring up the society, but his motto was 
‘Lam a truth-centered and I safeguard the truth and nothing else’, 


Then, on the second day of his Caliphate, he asserted in his lofty 
status of social guidance, and in view of his great responsibility of 
leadership, saying: 


Ssh FB il dl oe Mikel Je By Se Gabsl sans JF 3 vT 
HOB eg 


Sialihs Sts gy des Juang «gal gS 


Bales 5h 

Know that any land that ‘Uthman had granted and any wealth 
from God's property that he had given as gift will be refunded 
to the Public Treasury; as nothing can anaul previous rights. If 
I find the assets I will restore them to their rightful place, even 
if they ate given as dowries to women or distributed among 
cities; for “spaciousness is only in justice, and for whomsoever 
justice is constraining, oppression will be even more so,”! 


In a fervent, awakening and thought-provoking sermon, Imam 
spoke widely on the same day about the responsibilities of the 
authorities of a community in realizing social justice, stressing that 
he would not give a special privilege to anybody to use Public 
Treasury; and those who have taken public treasury, plots of land, 
water, well-bred horses, and beautiful maids through usurpation, 
should know that Imam ‘Ali (g.s.) will confiscate them all and return 
them to the Treasury. 

These words came down like a heavy thunderbolts, striking like a 
blacksmith’s hammer, on the heads of those who had plundered and 
pillaged (illegitimately) and were now extremely worried. Thus Imim 
‘Ali’s (as.) outcry, advocating justice, reverberated more than ever 


1, See 2/3, h. 72 
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among the well-known figures that soon turned into staunch 
opponents of his (a.s.) ruling. 


These mottos were announced and the people got familiar with a 
resonance, unknown to them up to then. 


On the third day of Imam ‘Ali's (a.s.) rule, people sought to 
receive their portion of the Public Treasury. Imam ordered his scribe, 
“Ubaydullah ibn Rafi’ as follows: 
Start from Muhajirm (the emigrants), Call for them and 
give them three dinars cach. Then, call for the Ansar (the 
supporters) and treat them similarly. Anyone else that 
comes to you, black or red, or... treat them the same way 
as you treated Muhajirin and Ansar. 


The elders among the people found that Imam ‘Als (a.s.) plan of 
economic justice was not a slogan, but that it was indeed a real and 
very serious practice, Objections were raised before the scribe of the 
Imam [a.s.], who later reported them to him, Not only did the Imam 
remain unmoved by the onset of oppositions, [especially from 
insolent figures] and did not hesitate on his path, rather he asserted 
the continuation of his reforms decisively. He said: 


“By God, if | remain [in power] and stay secure and sound, 1 
will set them firm on a bright path.” 


From this very moment the vengeance for the killing of ‘Uthman 
began! Was it not ironic that some of the gold-hoarders and affluent 
stipulated their allegiance to the Imam on the following two conditions? 
1. “Ali (as) should not meddle with the wealth that they have 
seized during the rule of ‘Uthman, 
2. The murderers of ‘Uthmin should be identified, arrested 
and killed. 


However, the Imam knew that the revenge for ‘Uthman’s bloodshed 
was only a pretext, Their main concern was to prevent ‘Ali (as.) from 
taking back the illegitimate riches and treasured up properties left 


1. See 2/1, b. 6 
2 Ibid 
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over from the era of ‘Uthman. Regarding this, the Imam had heard 
various proposals and had strongly rejected all the proposals which 
were compromising, contradictory to the restoration of rights and 
based on trampling on the Public Treasury, 


‘The Policy of Cultural Reformation 

In different parts of the Encyclopedia of Imam ‘Ali's (a.s.), the 
reasons for people’s uprising against ‘Uthman’s rule are mentioned; 
the most important of which was standing up against administrative 
vices and economic corruptions,' People were fed up with the unfair 
extravagance and nepotism and would not tolerate the incompetent 
sovereignty and incapability of the statesmen who had been assigned 
to their posts, only because of their attachment to the Caliph. 
Accordingly, from the early days of his rule, Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) started 
his bureaucratic and economic reforms, despite all the difficulties 
that arose thereby. However, the society was not yet ready for the 
accomplishment of cultural and intellectual reforms and fight 
against distortions of values and deviations which had taken place in 
various dimensions in the Islamic state. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) had to delay 
and act prudently, preparing the ground and then begin the struggle. 
In other words, this movement was in need of more stability and 
stronger establishment in his government. That was why Imam ‘Ali 
(as) declared 


“If my steps remain firm through these slippery places, | 
shall alter [many] things.”* 

The Imam could not easily and immediately build a different 
culture and fight against what had been fixed in the people's minds, 
tongues, souls, and characters over a period of twenty five years and 
they were accustomed to, so far. 

Without doubt, this fight would have raised widespread discontent 
and exacerbated the already complex affairs, hindering the chance for 


1, See: The Encyclopedia of Amir alMx 'minta” (a.s.), vol. 3, p. 187 (Causes of Uprising 
against ‘Uthman), 


2, See 3/4, h 7 
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other reformations. Therefore, forbearance had to be shown until the 
appropriate time came. 

Nonetheless, Imam ‘Ali (as.) embarked on reforms on the basis of 
precise planning, clear perspective and explicit goals, aiming at 
restoring the community back to the Prophet's (s.a.w.) conduct and 
tradition. He took the first step toward the founding and expansion 
of social justice and implementation of administrative and economic 
teforms, carrying it on to the end of his life in order to lay the 
foundation for an ‘Islamic’ community in its absolute meaning, 
based on the Qur’anic values and Divine doctrines. It is regretful 
that evilemindedness, inhumanity and tyranny hindered this great 
man of justice and faith, from achieving all those noble goals. 


‘What we are dealing with here is an account of the most fundamental 
teforms of Imam ‘Ali (a..) in the bureaucratic, cultural, economic, 
social, judicial, security, military and international areas, based on 
texts of history and traditions, while trying to explain the principles 
of the reforms, Without question, a thorough explanation of the 
foundations of Imam ‘Ali’s policies and an interpretation of his 
reformation certainly demand more efforts and time. 


(2) 
Ruling over the Hearts 


Islam is the religion of governance (bukimah), as is clearly evident 
in the doctrines of this Divine faith. However, a close study of the 
Islamic texts dealing with the foundations of an Islamic government 
indicates that Islam is a religion that rules over people's hearts rather 
than over their ‘bodies’, dominate them with political authority, The 
principles of this type of ruling and statesmanship are tantamount to 
the political foundations of the Islamic state and the political 
foundations of Imam ‘Ali's (a.s) ruling system are the very foundations 
of Islamic management. 

Islam is the system for the material and spiritual advancement of 
human beings. The most basic element of this code is love. The role 
of love in the actualization of an Islamic government and the plans 
provided by the Divine religion for the development of human 
society is so highly emphasized upon, that Imam al-Bagir (a.s.) 
considers the religion of Islam as nothing other than love, saying: 


Is religion anything but love?! 
In the view of Imam ‘Ali (a.s.), the main pillars of Islam and the 
principles of its plan of perfection are based on love for Allah. In 
this regard he says: 


Bleely we Ie Ml 9 al Salad cll bi Lys BOLT Lhe Oy 


Ue taes pul altige 


“Verily, this Islam is the religion which Allah has chosen for 
Himself, formulated before His eyes, for which He selected the 
best among His Creation and He established its pillars on His 
love”? 


1 Da‘ 
2. Nabj abBalaghab, Sermon 198 


im ab-tslam, vol. 1, p. 1, Briendship in the Qur'an and hadith p. 259, 
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Religious and truthful political leaders of the Islamic nation are 
manifestations of the people's love for their Lord and the people's 
love for them is love for God, In this respect, the fundamental basis 
of the Islamic government is beyond people’s allegiance and their 
votes. An Islamic government is rooted in the people's love, This is 
indeed the secret of so much emphasis given by the Holy Qur’an and 
Islamic traditions regarding love of Ahlul Bayt (s.) 


On the other hand, it is clearly evident that love is not something 
which could be gained by compulsion, It is not possible for a person, by 
merely reading a statement or a pamphlet, to start loving someone or 
something or being forced to do so, contrary to his inner drive 


Man loves beauty, ‘This love for beauty lies deep in his soul, and 
by nature, he loves all types of material and spiritual beauties 
Consequently, if he views someone's personality, manner and 
behavior as beautiful, he would fall in love with him; and if he finds 
him displeasing, he would turn away from him. This is what human 
nature dictates, unless this inner nature changes. 


We therefore understand that the secret of the emphasis on 
showing love for Ahlul Bayt (a.s.) and the philosophy of its necessity, 
are in persuasion fo achieve real knowledge about them, as their 
character, behavior and treatment of people is so beautiful and 
attractive that true and unbiased knowledge of them simply leads to 
loving and attachment to them. How is it possible for a person to see 
and know so much inner beauty in the conduct of Imam ‘Ali (as.) 
and yet not to loye him, unless one has lost his human conscience 
and defiled his pure and noble nature? This is the secret of the 
people’s such fervent love and devotion towards Imam ‘Ali (a.s) 
Clearly, those who love him are of various types throughout history 
and unbounded by ideologies and beliefs, from all schools of 
thought; as beauty and the love for beauty have no boundaries, such 
as love for Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) who is the greatest manifestation of 
beauty on earth 

‘The comportment of Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) during his life was totally 
adherent with the truth, truth-centeredness and the spreading of 
truth. He (a\s.), during his brief period of reign, demonstrated the 
most beautiful aspect of human rule. Would it be possible to behold 
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Imam ‘Ali's (as) grace, beauty and its manifestation in his 
government and yet not to fall in love with it?! 


Now, before we elaborate on the historical texts and traditions 
relating to the statesmanship of Imm ‘Ali (as.), we intend to review 
the Imam’s political principles in government, This review would be 
very brief and within our limited ability and time. In reality, 
restating these principles is manifesting the secret of the beauties and 
attractions of Imam ‘Ali (as.) and indicating the political principles 
of ruling over hearts, We hope that the officials of the Islamic 
Republic of Iran do their best in getting to know, introducing and 
implementing these beauties and try to identify the reality of their 
political and administrative life as well as their transient 
responsibility with Imam ‘Ali (a.s.), and hence delineating a beautiful 
perspective of the government of Imam “Ali (a.s:) for all mankind 


One: Administrative Policies 


‘The managerial policies of Imam ‘Ali (a.s,) in administration can 
be stated in the following principles: 


1. Honesty in Polities 


Honesty is the most fundamental principle in the administrative 
policies of Imam ‘Ali (as). Throughout history, statesmen were 
mostly dishonest to people; what they have told people was not what 
they had thought about, nor acted upon accordingly. Imam “Ali (a.s.) 
had set honesty and truthfulness to the people, as a steadfast 
principle in his sovereignty and remained faithful to it from the carly 
days of his reign to the moment of his Martyrdom. Without doubt, 
honesty has been one of the most significant causes of the everlasting 
attractions of Imam ‘Ali's (a.s,) rule over the hearts throughout 
history and an explicit distinction between his (a.s,) politics and the 
Umayyad politics 

In the Umayyad culture, honesty is meaningless. All sorts of 
fabrication, lies and imposture are the motif of their politics. As 
previously mentioned and as it is evident to those having a slight 
familiarity with the history of politics, most statesmen of the past 
had no implication of politics except for inversion of reality and 
truth and spreading falsehood in their interactions, Narrating a 
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memory of a true follower of Imam Ali's (as.) school of politics, the 
late Imam Khomeini in this respect would be very beneficial and 
interesting. After his first intense attack against the tyrannical 
monarchy he was arrested and a high government official met with 
him and spoke to him about politics. His account of what that 
person said is as follows: 


“[He said:] Politics is a kind of malice, falsehood, 
rascality, etc, so you'd better leave it to us!” 


Imam Khomeini goes on to say: 


“He was right in that, If politics is such, then it is theirs."! 


‘As for the professional statesmen, if lying, deception and 
hypocrisy are climinated from politics, nothing will be left of it for 
them. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) politics is in extreme contradiction with this 
In his view, honesty is the primary condition of statesmanship. If 
honesty is left out of the statesmen’s actions and relations with 
people, then, human rights, adherent to law, social justice, and being 
truth-oriented, etc... would be meaningless and vain. In other words, 
all these in the absence of honesty would be mere slogans for 
deception of people and instruments for further violation of their 
rights 

In the politics of Imam ‘Ali (a.s.), employing ‘inverting’ methods 
is permissible only in battles, within all its restrictions, exceptions, 
and frameworks which will be pointed out when mentioning the 
warfare policies of the Imam (a.s.). 


2. Truth-Orientation 


Adherence to the truth is the manifestation of political honesty in 
Imam ‘Ali’s (a.s.) government, and is evident all through the short 
period of Imam ‘Ali’s (as.) reign. He thought of nothing but truth 
and intended nothing but the establishing of rights. His outery was 
for the restoring of rights and his silence was for preparing the 
grounds for safeguarding the truth. His teachings in this regard are 
very thought-provoking and awakening, There were many who spoke 
of truth and claimed to be adherent to it; but when their personal, 


L Witayare Fayth, p. 192-198 
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group and sectarian interests happened to conflict with their slogans, 
their interpretations and justifications would come to their aid to 
surrender the truth. But, Alis’s steadfastness and firm stance on truth 
and right is indeed a matter of wonder. In his view the ‘Principle’ is 
right. So it must be equally applied to everyone and practiced by all, 
friends, near of kin, insiders, outsiders, etc 


3. Adherence to the Law 


Law is a strong cord that brings union and alliance among 
different social strata. What is addressed here is not the issue of 
lawlessness, as a lawless society is not a human society, rather a 
jungle,, In fact, the position of law and the way rulers and people 
look at it, hold significance. The sanctity of law according to Imam 
“Ali (a.s.) is something irreplaceable. This can be seen in many texts, 
such as “Imam ‘Ali (as) Encyclopedia", where it reports his 
interaction with people in financial matters, implementation of legal 
punishments, judgments, etc. Contemplating on these narrations will 
show that from the view of Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) no one was above the law 
and no person or no authority could hinder the execution of Divine 
law. The position of Imam ‘Ali (a.s,) clearly indicates that he did not 
regard himself asa man of authority above the law.! This was why he 
did not tolerate any compromising and struggled against flattery and 
hypocrisy in politics, strongly fought against falschood, pretending 
rightfulness(as_a show), baseless justifications and [personal] 
interpretations that were so prevalent in the Umayyad politics 


4. Administrative Disciptine 

Imam “Ali (as.) frequently and emphatically enjoined orderliness 
in affairs and discipline in behavior, This instruction was so 
important that Imam, even in his deathbed —where he would 
naturally have stated his most significant and efficient instructions 
emphasized it! 

He viewed organization in life and discipline in action as among 
the lofty goals of Divine Revelation: 


1. See 3/3, b. 8. 


2, See 3/5, 102, 
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Xie pls Sistas (gAll ge Eng BEL ple ab YT 
“Verily, in it [the Qur'an] there is the knowledge of the future, 


the accounts of the past, the remedy to your maladies, and 
(what brings) order of your affairs." 


He would continuously advise his administrators to attempt to 
maintain administrative discipline and not to forget orderliness in 
affairs, doing whatever they plan to in its due time and not wasting 
their time in disorder and confusion. 


5. Appointment of Competent and Capable Administrators 


Administrators are the executive arms of the rulers and they are 
the agents of establishing justice and spreading the law in society. 
Their competence, capability, steadfastness and behavioral soundness 
have doubilessly the most effective function in organizing the society 
in its various dimensions. Therefore, from the perspective of Imam 
‘Ali (as), in the appointing of administrators, competence and 
merits must be the criteria, rather than kinship or any kind of social 
relations. ‘Meritocracy’ is the quintessence of appointment in Imam 
‘Ali’s (a.s,) politics, Moral competence, nobility, expertise and 
capability should be the criteria for the appointments, and not 
kinship, or any kind of causal, factional, and sectarian relations, 
particularly if they are with political motivations( and void of truth) 


The Imam maintains that, directors and officials do not have the 
right to grant governmental posts to people on the basis of familial or 
political relations, They do not have the permission to consign people's 
affairs to those who do not come from a noble and righteous family; 
they are not privileged 10 assign those who are far from moral virtues 
and good disposition, They cannot employ those who do not possess 
the proper expertise and necessary cheerfulness in performing executive 
jobs. He (a.s.) viewed the job of an administrator as a ‘trust’ that should 
not be consigned to anyone but a trustworthy person, 


6, Providing the Administrators with Their Financial Needs 


Imam believed that the administrators must enjoy sufficient 
remuneration, According to Imam ‘Ali (as), in preventing othe 


1, See h, 104 
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formation of any corruption and in introducing reforms, it is 
necessary that administrators be handsomely remunerated. In this 
case, on one hand, they will avoid the embezzlement of the Public 
Treasury, and on the other hand, the officials will have the authority 
to punish the mutinous and treacherous and discipline the corrupt 
so that they would have no excuse for violation. 


7. Special Care for the Armed Forces 


Armed forces are the strong fortresses for safeguarding the 
sovereignty of a community. Their military power is definitely very 
effective in maintaining security and preventing the intrusion of the 
enemy, and above all, in barring even the slightest temptation by the 
rebels to launch an invasion, Military forces according to Imam ‘Ali 
(a.s,) must enjoy special care from the officials, They must interact 
with troops as fathers do with their sons 


8. Necessity for Setting up an Establishment to Monitor the Function of 
the Administrators 


The world is a slippery place, and worldly attractions and glamour 
may cause one to blunder and fall, The officials are to take utmost 
care in selecting worthy administrators, and appointing pure-hearted, 
good-tempered and steadfast people for administrative tasks. Once 
they achieve this goal, they should not feel relieved of possible 
administrative corruption, violation of the law and behavioral 
abnormalities, Therefore, setting up an organization for supervising 
the administrators’ behavior and watching over the administrative 
violations and deviations would be mandatory, Imam ‘Ali (a.5.) 
strongly forbade prying into people's privacy in a ruling system;! but 
he always emphasized the surveillance over employees of an Islamic 
state and monitoring the behavior of administrators through certain 
intelligence establishments, lest they should neglect their duties or 
yiolate people's rights by means of their power and the authority 
which is at their disposal, 


That section of Imam’s letters in this respect and his letters to the 
wrongdoing administrators such as Ash‘ath ibn Qays, Ziyad ibn 


1 See Naby al Balaghah, letter 53 
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‘Abih, ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Abbas, Qudama ibn “Ajlan, Masqala ibn Haybara, 
and Mundhir ibn Jarad, indicate that he (a.s.) had employed very 
powerful intelligence establishments in his government to monitor 
the administrators, 


However, what is very important here is that the informants were 
both honest and faithful so that they would watch over carefully, 
follow up steadfastly and investigate honestly on one hand, and be 
tmthful and loyal in their reports on the other 


The people that Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) had selected for this extremely 
important task were so highly endowed with justice, truthfulness, 
and authority that their reports were the bases for administrative 
rewards and punishments, Based on the reports, those wha had done 
good were rewarded, the treacherous were punished once proven 
guilty and the corrupt ones were expelled from work, in order to set 
an example for others 


9. Prevention of Gifts 


In order to put an end (o bribery in the bureaucratic system and 
cleanse the society of this evil and corruptive practice, he (as.) 
banned the acceptance of gifts, Nonetheless, imposters will try to 
penetrate into the administrative body of the government to utilize 
the state facilities by any possible means, Imam (a..), therefore, 
considered the acceptance of gifts by the administrators as 
transgression (ghw/al) and called the bribery as a kind of polytheism 
(shirk), 


10, Decisiveness together with Tolerance 


Imam ‘Ali’s (a.s.) behavior highly represented decisiveness and 
tolerance, From his point of view, administrators must practice 
tolerance and flexibility while being decisive. He regards extreme 
violence as harmful to management and he also considers too much 
leniency and easygoingness in administering justice in people's 
affairs as detrimental. According to Imam (ass), a successful manager 
would be he who can devise a midway between decisiveness and 
compassion, strictness and leniency. Wherever there is need for 
firmness, he should practice it and not back down; and if leniency is 
demanded for being successful, he should not avoid using it 
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Decisiveness coupled with tolerance, and strictness joined with 
leniency is the strategy that Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) employed to prevent 
rebels from turning more rebellious and the hopeful from becoming 
desperate, Pondering on factual examples of what was said here ~and 
presented in this book~ would be very instructive 


Two: Cultural Policies 


Discussing the various dimensions of cultural policies demands 
much wider attention. Here, however briefly, we will mention certain 
points as an introduction to texts of history and hadith 


1. Development of Education 


In Imam ‘Ali's (a.s.) system of government, cultural development 
precedes economic development, for the fact that economic 
development is not possible without cultural development, and also 
unconscious society submerged in ignorance neither enjoys the 
economic possibilities, facilities and blessings nor is it endowed with 
skills to use them or be even aware of the necessity to use them 
Cultural and educational development is a true need of the human 
soul and mind, and economic development is the need of the body. 
Without doubt the needs of the soul and the intellect supersede the 
needs of the body. 


Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) considered knowledge as the origin and basis of 
all physical and spiritual goodness and a criterion for the evaluation 
of human beings, He believed that ignorance is the source of all evils 
and disappointments: 

helas be te pl 1S dag 
“The worth of every person is what he knows.”! 
Bla ban 2 Blot 
“Knowledge is the root of all good, and ignorance is the origin 
of all evils."? 


1. See Science and Wisdom ine the Qur'an and Ladtth, 1/30 

2, Ibid. h, 15 For more information on the texts denoting the precedence of cultural 
development over economic development, see Chapter Two of Past One of the 
book. 
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He (a.s,) also emphasized that the people’s need for knowledge 
and acquisition of moral virtues are higher than their economic 
needs: 


ag I ete de gay 


“Verily, people need righteous manners (ada) more than they 
need silver and gold.”! 


2h teh Ike tol asi Ki) 


“Verily, your need to acquire manners is more than your need 
co acquire silver and gold.”* 


By looking at this issue from another perspective, we notice that 
the Divine teachings have clearly stated that the philosophy of 
Revelation, the secret of Prophethood and the reason for government 
in the doctrine of Prophecy is to educate and discipline human 
beings, remove ignorance and motivate the intellect. Similarly, Imam 
‘Ali (as) whose mind, tongue, and manners were the clarifiers and 
explainers of the Prophetic culture, has presented this reality in a 
very beautiful form in his sermons.’ He clearly presented in his 
practical way of life the necessity of attaching importance to the 
culture of the society, giving priority to education over daily human 
needs and stressing the development of culture along with other 
dimensions of life. How subtly he defines the “age of pagan 
ignorance (jahiliya)” as a symbol of spreading ignorance and total 
destruction of knowledge, and without doubt # Divine Prophetic 
community and that of Imam ‘Ali's (a.s.) must be far from that." 


2. Reforming the Culture 


‘Among the sublime and eminent policies of Imam ‘Ali (as.) is the 
battle against false traditions, impolite manners, unsuitable behaviors, 
and the emphasis on decent manners and befitting behaviors, or, in 
short, rectifying the culture of the public. Imam ‘Ali (as.) would 
|. Ghurar abHikam, bs. 3590, 

Ibid, i. 3855. 
See Nahj al-Bal 
See Nahj al Balaghab, Sermon 2 


ab, Sermon 182 
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advise his administrators not to climinate anything from the society 
on the pretext that itis left over from the past, He would ask them to 
have a thorough study of them and support the beneficial and 
humane traditions and fight only against evil traditions, and never 
tolerate their perpetuation and expansion. 


3. Criticism, Yes! Flattery, Never! 


Criticism is a right by means of which other rights are restored, Tt 
prevents despotism -the most dangerous pitfall of governments- 


In a society where criticism is free and people are able to disclose 
the rulers’ deficiencies and flaws, the statesmen can better notice 
their own weaknesses, fight against corruption and injustice and 
offer valuable services, 


On the other hand, in the absence of criticism, the grounds will be 
paved for the emergence of flatterers, sycophants and hypocrites, The 
statesmen's weak points in policies, plans and steps will also remain 
unnoticed, and thus corruption, decadence, and injustice in governmental 
organizations will develop, leading to the fall of the governments, 


When the Commander of the Faithful (as,) took over the 
government, undue praises and exaggerated compliments about 
authorities were part of the general culture, The rulers did not 
prevent these things on the contrary they further encouraged them. It 
was in this way that the culture of flattery and sycophancy had 
developed and the cunning enemies of truth had achieved political 
and social positions by flattering the commanders and authorities, 
without being qualified for those jobs. 


On the other hand, since the authorities were never criticized, they 
began to slowly consider themselves immaculate and flawless, to the 
extent that they took the constructive and compassionate criticisms 
as offensive and deemed it necessary to stand against them, in order to 
protect their position 


Of the most exciting and exhilarating measures of Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) 
taken in rectification of the common culture, was battling against 
flattery and sycophancy and his stress on constructive criticism. 
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He (as) asked his administrators to appoint their associates, 
consultants and companions, from among people who were more 
straight forward in their impartiality and their sincerity. They were 
told that they must treat them in a way that they would never appeal 
to flattery, evade any criticism or excessively praise [others]. He (a.s.) 
would also openly and staunchly oppose any praises [made to 
himself] and mordantly respond to those who praised him, He asked 
people neither to praise nor to flatter him for his Divine duties, but 
instead to criticize him benevolently if they found anything wrong 
with his plans or if they found his manners in need of criticism, and 
that they should not talk to him the way they talk to the tyrants. 


Interestingly enough, the Commander of the Faithful (as) had 
brought up the issue of letting others criticize him, not only in 
regular circumstances but even on the most critical occasions of his 
government, like amid the battle of Siffin, 

It so happened that in an exciting speech, Imam (a.s.) made some 
remarks regarding the mutual rights of the leadership and the people. 
One of his companions who was very excited by these points began 
as usual to praise and applaud him while expressing his loyalty. 
Without being influenced by his praising and applause or even being 
concerned about the sensitive and critical current circumstances, 
Imam (as,) responded to such admiration as follows 


EN ple dee SV al 
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lb Pilg, fost ts ale 35a! of Jus 1 Ju ol $a JB a Sp 
“According to righteous people, the worst trait of rulers is that 
it may be thought about them that they love glory, and their 
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affairs may be taken to be based on pride. I really hate that it 
may occur to your mind that I fove high praises or to hear 
eulogies. By the Grace of Allah, { am not like this. Even if | had 
loved to be mentioned like this, I would have quickly given it up 
in submissiveness before God 

“Do not address me in the same manner despots are addressed, 
do not evade me as the people of passion are (to be) evaded, do 
not meet me with flattery and do not think that I shall take it 
badly if true thing is said to me or think that I wish to. be 
admired, because the person who finds the truth said to him 
or justice presented to him unbearable, it would be more 
difficult for him to act upon them.”! 


Furthermore, he draws the following conclusion from his words: 


{AY sielal it oi BES IB lun shyt sl Se thes 2 LE 


Fey IN BU gol etl STN od oo SS 
‘Therefore, do not abstain from saying the truth to me or 
pointing out a matter of justice, because | do not regard myself 
being immune from mistake, I am not immune from making 
mistakes in my actions, unless God helps me in my affairs as 
He is more Powerful than  am.* 


By these words, Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) clearly expressed that if it were 
not through God’s assistance and his Divine infallibility (‘igmab), he 
would possibly fall into mistakes too, Despite his enjoyment of this 
Divine immunity, he did not want people to be hindered by his 
political and spiritual status from criticizing him, and stressed that if 
they realized anything mischievous and wrong in his government, 
they must proceed and point it out to him 


In other words, by responding to the excessive admiration of that 
person, Imam (a.s.) on one hand firmly condemned the bad custom 
of praising the commanders and political authorities in the Muslim 
community, and on the other hand, he wanted to develop in people 
the spirit of criticizing and scrutinizing the actions of the authorities 


1 See 4/5, h. 168 
2, Ibid, 
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of the Islamic stare, even if they were on the highest level of 
administration, like the infallible Imam (as.), and also encouraged 
the acceptance of constructive criticism among the high ranking 
authorities of the Muslim community, 


4, Imam ‘Ali's (a.s.) Reaction ( Destructive Criticism 


One point that must he understood at the end of this discourse is 
Imam's (a.s.) sagacious reaction to criticism, Taking his conduct in 
encountering criticism and the objections of three main political 
opposition trends, ie, Nakithin (covenant breakers), Qasifin 
(deviators), and Marigin (transgressors) into consideration, indicate 
that although he formally and practically asked people to express 
their criticism, he did not allow the seekers of power, the spiteful and 
the plotters to tell and write whatever they wished in order to achieve 
their political goals on the pretext of criticism.! 


5, Adherence to Truth, rather than to Personalities 


However high people soar towards the truth, the possibility of 
their eventual deviation can never be negated. Therefore, it is important 
that people, in following the personalities, to notice this fact, and 
never consider human beings as ‘absolute’. Paying attention to this 
issue and other enlightening teachings of Imam ‘Ali (a.s), should be 
regarded as the most fundamental guidelines of that holy Imam in 
rectifying the general culture of the public. It is obvious that in 
political and social trends, most deviations that occur, originate from 
absolutism in regards to figures and the notion of ‘personalism’ in 
taking stances. 


Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) used to warn people that personalities, however 
great, noble, popular or trustworthy they may be, cannot be a 
criterion for distinguishing truth from falsehood. He tried to get the 
society to a stage of awareness, understanding of stances and criteria 
and cultural consciousness, that people would measure personalities 
and their stand by truth and to see the truth as a criterion for getting 
to know personalities, and not the other way round. 


1. Leadership in Islam, M. Mulvarmmadi Rayshaht, p. 391-418 
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Three: Economic Policies 


The people who stood up against ‘Uthman’s policies proclaimed 
that the reasons for their uprising was economic disorder, the 
caliph’s excessive open-handedness, unnecessary spending, negligence 
of people's livelihood and dishonest use of the Public Treasury. 


In such an environment, Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) from one side stressed 
on the issue of production, and from the other, gave priority to the 
regulation of the market, and to conclude, he paid close attention to 
the distribution of the Public Treasury, rejecting any kind of 
discrimination, Perhaps this was Imam’s most difficult position 


The principles of the policies of Imam ‘Ali (a.s,) in economy can 
be specified as follows: 


L. Promotion of Work Ethos 


Paying attention to work and endeavor occupies a high status in 
the teachings of Imam ‘Ali (a.s.). From his (as) point of view, 
economic poverty is caused by the culture of lassitude, inactivity, 
laziness and incapability. A society replete with cheerfulness, full of 
positive movement and dominated by the culture of work will not be 
inflicted by poverty which is the origin of many spiritual, material, 
individual and social maladies. Imam therefore highly emphasized the 
necessity of working and striving, regarding work, as an act of 
worship and striving for the improvement of living condition, as 
taking steps towards God Almighty, 


2. Agricultural Development 


Land is the source of life, According to Imam ‘Ali (as.) people 
who possess land and water and at the same time suffer from poyerty 
are far from Divine Mercy and deprived of God's support, Imam “Ali 
(a,) emphasized reviving the land and highly recommended the 
development of farming as a means of eliminating poverty from the 
society, He would ask people to engage in the prospering and 
developing of lands. Above all this, he regarded paying attention to 
the agriculture as a touchstone for evaluating the governments and 
their efficiency in rulership. He considered agricultural development 
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as among the main duties of rhe administrators and commissioned 
the troop commanders to defend the farmers’ rights. 


3, Development of Crafts 


Due to its regional conditions, the society in which Imam ‘Ali 
(as) had set up his government did not have the qualifications for 
the development of crafts and industry, However, according to 
traditions quoted from him, he (as) placed great importance on 
crafts, using the term ‘treasures’ for such professions, Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) 
enjoined bis administrators to seriously suppost the artisans and he 
encouraged craftsmen 10 take utmost care regarding the production 
of well-made goods and never sacrifice a product's quality’ for the 
sake of speed in ity production. 


4, Development of Trade 


In early Islam and also during the time of the government of 
Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) trade played the most important role in the society. 
As a result, from one side he would encourage the trade prosperity, 
and on the other side he would stress on supporting the merchants 
within the governmental structure, He would also explain how to 
practice trade, how merchants were to deal in transactions, and in 
what manner trading had to be performed. 


Direct Supervision of the Market 


The market presents the outcomes of the economic endeavors of a 
society, Transactions take place in the marketplace, and the 
businessmen are somehow directly associated with people, The well- 
being of the market would not only lead to healthy transactions, but 
also to people's proper use of the process of economic struggles and 
endeavor for daily sustenance. Without doubt, the first loss due to 
abnormality of improper relations in market transactions would be 
primarily sustained by the people 


Due to the importance of the market and its great impact on the 
economical situation of the people and their livelihood, Imam ‘Ali 
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(as.) himself directly supervised the market and the quality of the 
transactions made there, He (a.s.) would go to the markets of Kuta 
every morning and, as the narrator expresses, ‘like a children’s 
teacher, instruct the traders to observe piety and avoid 
shortchanging, defraud, lying, deceiving and oppressing the 
customers. The narrations that report this direct supervision are very 
interesting and instructive to read. The Imam (as,) would shout 
among the Muslims, enjoining them not to practice fraud and 
hoarding, to be fair and honest in offering the goods as they really 
were, not to pretend genuineness, to treat the customers in a well- 
disposed manner, not to humiliate the seller when they are buying 
goods and not to overestimate their own goods when selling them. 


All of these admonitions, warnings and instructions of Imam 
as.) that were given to the tradesmen in regards to the practice of 
honesty, justice, human disposition, dignity and magnanimity, are 
all worth paying attention, 


6. Fair Levying of Taxes 

Rulership according to Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) is for the sake of people 
and the establishment of their rights. That is why a part of the 
government’s financial needs must be met by the people who benefit 
from the government, and are engaged in producing and trading 
under its protection. It is for such reasons that taxes are levied in all 
ruling systems, although by different methods of collection and 
inclusiveness, In the view point of Imam ‘Ali (a.s.), while the levying 
of taxes and the government’s responsibility in receiving these taxes 
from people are stressed, the type of approach towards taxes, why 
they should be levied, how they must be collected are of particular 
importance, According to him, having trust in people, emphasis on 
not creating problems for them and also drawing people’s attention 
to the status of taxes are very important. 


In an instructions to one of his administrators, Imam ‘Ali (a.s,) 
states: “Never use the whip and never put the people under pressure 
for collecting taxes.” The administrator said, “In that case I will 
return the same way I had gone [to collect taxes}, because the people 
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will not give me anything.” Imam (a.s.) replied, “Even if it happens 


so, 


‘A glance at the teachings of Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) in this respect shows 
that the tax organization and its agents are bound to win the people's 
trust, and to observe Islamic morality and religious behavior, while 
they are trying to be alert and careful in safeguarding the Public 
Treasury and vigilantly learn about the problems of taxation, 


7. Not Delaying the Distribution of Public Assets 


Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) never approved the blocking of public assets in 
the state’s treasure; he would rather try to deliver them to the needy 
immediately. Imam’s (a.s.) code of conduct indicates that he would 
not tolerate the delay of its distribution even for one night. He 
firmly believed that what rightly belonged to the people had to be 
delivered to them as soon as possible 


8. People’s Equal Enjoyment of Public Assets 


The equal allocation of the public assets among all Muslims was 
one of the policies in the government of Imam ‘Ali (a.s.). This was 
contrary to what had been practiced in the years previous to his reign 
and it was therefore very hard for the well off people and those that 
benefited from the government and were the influential of that time 
to accept it. In Imam’s view, the skin color of a Muslim, his tribe, 
ancestors and their social status did not make any difference in their 
portion of the public assets. Arabs and non-Arabs, the mubajinn 
(migrants) and the Anyar (supporters), black and white and even the 
freed slaves and their former masters were equally treated and all 
enjoyed equally from the public incomes. 


Pro} Needs of Life for all 


The general trend of the economic policy of Imam ‘Ali (as.) is to 
struggle against poverty and eradicate it from the Islamic society. His 
(as.) guidelines in this respect are very interesting and thought- 
provoking, He insists that the hunger and poverty of a group is 


jon of Bas 


1 See 5/s, h. 208 
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caused by unlimited exploitation by another group and the 
squandering of the wealthy: 


CWS 
“A poor person would never go hungry except by that which @ 
tich one enjoys (and he is deprived of it).”" 


The Islamic government is bound to prevent the undue 
accumulation of wealth in the hands of the powerful, and try to 
eradicate the means of any exploitation by the rich, and with 
constant attempts and accurate planning assist the poor to meet theit 
basic needs of their lives. In that short period of his (a.s.) ruling and 
despite all the clashes, intrigues and hindrances, he made Kiafa reach 
such a condition about which he proclaimed: 


Sins Sues ae 


“All in Kafa ate now enjoying ease and comfort. ‘The most 
inferior in status among them has bread, can sit under shelter 
and drink from the water of the Euphrates,” 


Imam’s (a.s,) recommendations to his administrators for paying 
attention to the lower classes of society and the ‘low-income stratum’ 
are extremely astonishing. He does not tolerate the destitution of a 
Christian whom the rich benefited from and now in his old age had 
been abandoned’ and commanded his men to meet his needs 
through the Public Treasury. He (a.s.) also ordered his governors to 
search all corners of the society to identify the poor and needy and to 
save them from the claws of poverty, 


10. Prohibition of Giving Gifts from the Public Assets 

Governors are the trustees of the people and what they have at 
their disposal isa trust in their hand, Government administrators do 
not have the right to give away gifts from the government's assets on. 


I. See 3/11, 28, 
2 See 5/1, h. 209. 
3. See 5/14, 250. 
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various occasions and for different reasons. Imam “Ali (a. 
such treatment of the Public Treasury, as a form of tyranny: 


) considers 


“Phe generosity of the administrators with the public assets is 
a tyranny and a betrayal”! 


11, Prevention of Granting Privileges to One's Kin 


‘We said earlier that from the viewpoint of Imam ‘Ali (as. what is 
at the disposal of the governors and administrators is entrusted to 
them and they are allowed to use these assets only for administering 
and rendering services. They do not have the right to allocate certain 
privileges or provisions to specific group of people. The children and 
close relatives of political and social dignitaries in Imam ‘Ali’s (a.s.) 
government and also his own children and relatives did not enjoy 
any particular privileges, Moreover, in order to set an example for 
others, the Imam (a.s.) showed more sensitivity towards his friends 
and kin and was harder and stricter on them in using the public 
assets 


12, Economization with Public Assets 


As previously mentioned, the Imam’s policy in spending public 
assets, how the administrators should use them and how the Public 
Treasury should be spent, is very remarkable and instructive. In order 
to draw the attention of the administrators to maximum 
economization in [spending] public incomes and preventing them 
from extravagance, the Imam (a.s.) asked them through a decree to 
observe frugality, even in writing letters to him: 


Wyte pI pad Ze 1B det pS ash’ Go Lal a « panel 1a 


Le) FEY Sandell Tito sess Su ull 


“Sharpen your pens and reduce the space between lines; 
eliminate needless and useless things when writing to me, 


1 See 5/14. 
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concern yourself solely with the meaning and beware of 
verbosity in writing, for the Muslim public treasury does not 
tolerate any loss,”! 


It is clear that when an administrator hears about so much 
carefulness in writing letters, he would no longer give lavish 
banquets, ride costly horses, or try to achieve more and more welfare 
for himself through public assets 


Imam’s personal economy and thrift in spending the public 
treasury is also extremely astounding. He would not even use the 
lantern that belongs to the public treasury when responding to those 
people who came to him at night for personal purposes. Along the 
same line is the thought-provoking and instructive story of ‘Talha 
and Zubair who went to Imam ‘Ali (a.s,) to discuss their personal 
problems while he was taking care of affairs of the public treasury. 
He turned off the light which belonged to the public treasury and 
had another lantern brought in, unwilling to use the public 
belonging for personal purposes even for a few moments. 


Four; Social Policies 
In social issues, the government of Imam ‘Ali (a,s,) has also very 
firm and strong foundations, methods, and positions, The texts 
recounting the dimensions of his social policies are insightful and 
noteworthy. Based on these texts, Imam’s principles of social policies 
can be recounted as follows: 


1, Social Justice 

Justice is the firmest, most pivotal, comprehensive and 
fundamental issue of the policies and ruletship of Imam ‘Ali (as,), 
The sacred name of [mam ‘Ali (a,s.) is so intertwined with justice that 
his name reminds us of justice and justice reminds us of him, Justice 
always prevailed in Imam ‘Ali's life (as.) to the extent that he 
sacrificed his life dying a martyr's death in the way of establishing 
justice and spreading equity. 


1, See 5/16, h, 282, 
2, See 5/16, h. 28. 
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We emphasized the above point in order to ascertain that the 
only government that can claim to have followed the example of the 
government of Imam ‘Ali (as. and his way of conduct (sera) is a 
government whose authorities attach more importance to justice 
than anything else and spare no efforts in spreading justice and the 
development of equity, not merely in words and speech —which is the 
top motto of many claimants today but in action, behavior and in 
relations with people of all levels of society. Such justice is as rare as 
an elixir. Only a government that docs not sacrifice justice in favor 
of expediency, by means of interpretation and justification, can 
indeed claim the establishment of justice. 


In the government system of Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) and in the teachings 
of that ‘manifestation of justice’, there is no expedient, higher than the 
establishment of justice. The only ruling system that can claim to be 
a follower of Imam ‘Ali (as,) is that which gives priority to justice 
over interests and insists on implementing it, and despite the hubbub 
and troubles, aims at holding a permanent rule over the *hearts’ 
rather than a transient rule over ‘bodies’, which is the result of 
giving preference to unfounded and vain interests 


2. Safeguarding People’s Righ 


The psychological factors in the people's support of governments 
are as numerous as their different spiritual needs. One of the most 
important factors of public support is the safeguarding of people's 
rights by that government. 
One of the most important factors that contributes to securing 
the content of the masses is how the government views them and 
itself, whether it regards them as its slaves or as its masters and 
guardians, or whether it considers the people as possessing 
legitimate rights and itself only as their trustee, agent and 
representative. In the first casey whatever service a government 
may render to the people is nothing more than the care an 
owner would take of his animal, In the second case, the service 
presented is like the act of a loyal trustee fulfilling his. duty. 
‘Among the foremost conditions of securing the confidence 
and goodwill of the people is the state’s acknowledgement of 
the genuine rights of the people and the avoidance of any kind 


Intreduction aT 


of action that implies the negation of theit right of 
sovereignty.! 

In a scholarly analysis, the Martyr Murtada Mutahant (may God 
sanctify his soul) believes that one of the main reasons for 
inclination towards materialism in the recent centuries is the 
dangerous and misleading teachings which imply that responsibility 
towards God necessitates no responsibility towards the masses, and 
that ‘God’s rights’ substitutes ‘the rights of the masses’ and the right 
of national sovereignty is equivalent to Godlessness 

At the dawn of the modern age a movement against religion 
was formed in Europe, which also more ot less affected other 
tegions outside of Christendom 

This movement was inclined towards materialism. When we 
examine the causes and roots of this movement, we discover 
that one of them was the inadequacy of the teachings of the 
Church from the viewpoint of political law. The Church 
authorities and some European philosophers developed an 
artificial relationship and association between belief in God on 
one hand and stripping the people of their political rights by 
despotic regimes on the other. Naturally, this led to the 
assumption that there is some necessary relation between 
democracy and atheism, and that we should either choose the 
belief in God and accept that the right of sovereignty was 
bestowed by Him upon certain individuals who have no 
superiority over others, or deny the existence of God so as 10 
establish our right as masters of our own political destinies 
From the point of view of religious psychology, one of the 
causes of the decline of the influence of religion is the 
contradiction created by religious authorities between religion 
and a social need, especially at a time when that need expressed 
itself strongly at the level of public consciousness. Right at a 
time when despotism and repression had reached their peak in 
European political life and the people were thirstily, longing 
for the ideas of liberty and people's sovereignty, the Church 


1. Shahid Mustada Mutahart, Sayri dar Naly al Balaghah, (Glimpses of Nabj al 
Balaghab), p. 18 
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and its supporters made an assertion that the people had only 
duties and responsibilities towards the state and had no rights. 
This was sufficient to turn the lovers of liberty and democracy 
against religion and God in general and the Church in 
particular. 

This made of thought, in the West as well as in the East is 
deeply rooted in ancient times...! 


Based on this dangerous way of thinking, people have no right 
against the leader; and authority and religious leadership means 
taking away people’s socio-political rights, and in short, leaders are 
masters and people are servants! It is obvious that the government 
that is run on this basis lacks popular support and the leader who 
has this kind of belief about people's rights would not enjoy people's 
consent and support 


‘The Mutual Rights of the People and Leadership 


Trom the viewpoint of Imam ‘Ali (a.s,) the right of the political 
leader of the society within this doctrine does not conflict with the 
rights of the people, but in fact his right is dependent on securing 
their rights and the people are bound to obey and protect the leader 
only if their rights are secured within the system under his rule. 


In this respect, Imam ‘Ali (a.s,) says: 
eS yt Sb yu 
geet, abit gah Gat BE KE blll fe Bs 


| fae 2 Le Gl 


ese sree] 


[leg A sale ce Ne ce 
“Now, God Almighty has given me rights over you by giving 
me the authority over your affairs, and you too have a right 
over me the same as my right aver you. A right is the vastest of 
things in description, but the narrowest in equitability. of 
action. It does not apply in favor of any person unless it also 
applies against him and it does not apply against a person 
unless it also applies in his favor.” 


1. Ibid. pany 
2, See, 6/2 308, 
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In another statement he (a.s.) mentions the mutual rights of the 
people and the leader as follows 


BES Jo 6 ON 8 oi GL reed 
e8 Land ols Nyack Ly Tact pt 

“Tis incumbent upon the leader (imam) to rule according to 

what God has ordained and to hand over the trust, ‘Once he 

does so, it is incumbent on the people to accept his words, 


obey his commands and respond to him when they are 
summoned,”! 


pone 


In this discourse, not only is the leader's right dependent on 
fulfilling the rights of the people, but the right of leadership (ondmah) 
and authority (wildyah) is also considered as an entrusted right 


Throughout history, the safeguarding of people's rights has never 
Passed beyond being a mere slogan; rather, it (slogan) has always been 
4 means of violating people's rights and suppressing the truth, 


Within the history of Islam, after the era of the holy Prophet (3.a.w.), 
the time of Imam “Ali (a.s.) was an exception in the establishment of 
Social justice, expansion of equity and the fulfilling of people's rights, 
Unfortunately, people could not take the best advantage of this valuable 
Opportunity asa result of the disturbances and turmoil, This in fact 
was an injustice which was done to his ruling. In this regard he (as) has 
said: 


Sj CRS SLY 


Al gly 5 AS eh Fe! 
este Sel Ls 


els a) 


“IE the people prior to my cra complained of the injustice of 
the rulers, then indeed today I complain of the injustice of my 
own people,” 

It so happened that Imam ‘Ali (a.s) hastened to meet his Almighty 
Lord with a heart, burdened with sorrows. Justice also departed with 
his departure and once again there were governments and the 
oppression of the masses and violation of their rights! 


1. Kane alUnonal, vol. 5, p, 764, b. 14313, 


2. The Encyclopedia of Aratr al Mu'minin, v0l, 9, p. 408-419 I. 4748 te 474, 
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It is up to us in this present time to take an example of what 
occurred in the past in order to prepare the ground for the establishment 
of social justice. 


3, Development of Legitimate and Constructive Freedoms 


Freedom is the first step on the path of the actualization of justice 
and development of respect for the rights of others. However, this 
freedom is to be constructive rather than destructive, like freedom 
from internal and external bonds, or as the Holy Qur'an puts it, 
deliverance from ‘heavy burdens’: 


1S AN IDEN sp pel pe CA 


“Pie releases them from their heavy burdens and from yokes 
that are upon them.”' 


The Messengers of God were the heralds of freedom and advocates 
of liberty, Imam ‘Ali (as) considered the philosophy of the 
Prophetic Mission (bi'tha) as a deliverance of the human beings from 
their bonds and their ascension to the highest peaks of glory and 
worshipping of God Almighty: 


op the ERD BY go potash Sa gue 5 Bs 


sy dashes o2 9 
God, the Blessed and the Exalted, sent forth Muhammad 
(ax) with the truth, to bring forth His servants from serving 
them to His serving...and from the authority (wilayah) of His 
servants to His Authority.” 


be Slesle he 


‘According to the teachings of the school of Imam ‘Ali (a.s) all 
human beings are [ree and should never be entrapped into slavery to 
anyone or take part in the enslavement of others. It is clear that what 
forces people to be slave to the powerful and entraps them into 
servitude to others, is their internal bondage to their own whims and 
carnal desires. Those who are internally liberated and have cut off 
their bondage of desires and those who have accepted servitude to 
1. Qur'an, 7157 

2, See 6/8, by 308 
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God and have deemed their status too high to fall prey to obedience 
to others like themselves, would never give up their independence 
and do not accept slavery. It is only a person like this that deserves to 
be emancipated. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) says 


He who fulfills the requirements of servitude [to God] is 
worthy of emancipation, 

The conditions of servitude includes submission to God as His 
servant and acceptance of Divine law, which leads to real 
independence, freedom and liberation, and evading this is in fact 
returning to slavery, even if it may appear to be freedom. 


4.To Care about People 

Caring about people and valuing and respecting all is a sublime 
manifestation of social policies in Imam ‘Ali’s (a.s,) ruling, In his 
(as.) view, people should be treated with compassion and kindness, 
and rulers must respect people, their perspectives and their 
principles, Politicians in other governments mostly try to satisfy the 
‘influential’ and the powerful, or in other words, the elite in the 
political circle, even if it leads to the dissatisfaction of the masses, 


Contrary to this policy, Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) has stated: 


BW 6b . ind LU) Ast OU 
en 
Verily, the discontent of the general public harms the content 
of the elite, and the discontent of the elite is pardoned with the 
content of the masses,” 
Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) recommended the administrators to be kind to 
people, to maintain direct relations with them, have personal 


meetings with them and be informed of their problems. The Imam 
would say: “People have mainly suffered hardships, endured pains 


1, See 4/3, b. 310, 
2, See 6/4, h 307 
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and have been oppressed. Therefore, if they ever find a chance to 
express their sufferings and pains, they may speak coarsely.” He 
would hence advise his administrators to tolerate people's rough 
language, occasional ill-temper, bitterness and unseemly reactions, 
never to get angry at them and treat them with a smiling face and 
nice words, and if they found out that blunders were committed 
secretly and away from public's eyes, they should not make any 
enquiries about them. 


Imam ‘Ali (as) tried co maintain the people's relationship with 
the state as candid, transparent and far from any ambiguity. He 
would therefore enjoin administrators to sincerely try to remove the 
grounds for people’s suspicion towards the state, and if some 
hoodlums, would by commotion and hubbub, accuse the 
administrators of violating people's rights, they should ty to 
elucidate the reasons for their actions with honesty and meet them 
with clear explanations and never leave any doubts about the affairs 
of the state in the people's minds. In reality, this isan indication of 
the value of people and their significance in the perspective of Imam 
“Ali (a.s.) 


5, Protecting the Oppressed 


Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) believed that restoring the rights of the oppressed 
from the oppressors was a ‘Divine covenant’. He (as.) therefore 
stressed on helping the oppressed and insisted on fighting against the 
oppressors. Helping the oppressed and fighting the oppressors were 
among the last instructions bequeathed to Imam Hasan (a.s.) and 
Imam Husayn (as. and to all those who would hear the Imam’s 
testament, throughout history, 


Imam “Ali (as,) seized every opportunity to promote the culture 
of fighting against oppression, protecting the oppressed, seeking help 
from people to carry out social reforms and to make social links and 
relations. 

He (a.s,) would s 
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“O People! Assist me against your desires, By Allah, I will take 
revenge for the oppressed from his oppressor and I will 
control the oppressor by holding his harness.”! 

Stories of the practical assistance and support of the oppressed by 
such a paradigm of justice are examples to ponder on and are very 
instructive for those who claim to be followers of this noble figure of 
Islam. 


6, Setting up a Complaints Box (Baytul Qis. 


The leader of the fighters against oppression who tried in every 
way possible to support the oppressed and 10 take vengeance on their 
behalf, would certainly spare no efforts in this way to sce into the 
complaints of the oppressed, 


However, how should the oppressed have their complaints heard 
by the rulers? It is evident that subordinates are mainly not able to 
gct near to the ruling system, let alone to bring up a case of raise a 
complaint. Many a time it has so happened that when the complaint 
of an oppressed person was expressed, it was responded reversely, i., 
the one who should have been reprimanded has been promoted and 
turned into a complainant against the very person who had 
complained against him. In order to remove such difficulties and 
solve the problem of directly expressing the complaints and pleading 
for justice, as much as possible, Imm ‘Ali (a.s,) set up a station 
called ‘baytsd —gisas’ (complaints box) so that the people, the 
oppressed, and everyone who had a problem and was unable to bring 
it up, could write his complaint and place it there, to inform Imam 
‘Ali (as.) about it. Imam himself called out among the people that 
anyone who had a case to bring up and did not want anybody else to 
know about it and in order to be immune from being identified, 
should write down his inquiry and drop it in the complaints box 
Seemingly, this is the first step in history towards connecting people 
to the ruling system, 


1, See 5/11, b. 34, 
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7. Attempts to Create Empathy and Unity in the Society 


The leader is the link between different sections of the society and 
the leadership and he is also the axis of struggles, movements and 
activities, The existence of various ideas, tendencies and trends in a 
society is natural and the concept of oneness in ideas and principles 
in all strata and levels of society is totally incorrect and unrealistic. 
Therefore, various trends, groups and possessors of different ideas 
must seek for unifying ways to rescue the society from disunity; and 
while approving the multiplicity of ideas uy to hold on to 
convergence in sublime and transcendent principles. It is the 
leadership that plays the most significant role in this respect, Imam 
“Ali (a.s) strongly emphasized the necessity of unity and empathy in 
society. 


He (as.) considered solidarity as a means for the survival of 
governments and differences as the cause of its falling, and hence he 
strongly emphasized the former, Parts of the sermon called (Khajbab 
alQasi'a) are regarded as among the most instructive and awakening 
doctrines of the government of Imam 'Ali (s.s.). He would himself 
do his best in this direction, to recognize the roots of differences and 
how to achieve solidarity and empathy, and he would overlook his 
inalienable rights so as the community would not burn in the fire of 
differences. He would say: 


lel 


We opel ple od 
“Know that no one is more desirous and concern for the unity 
and concord of the community of Muhammad (s.a.w.) than T 


a 
am, 


Uyak porns Bh 


Imam stressed the unity and regarded empathy and the removal 
of tension necessary to the extent that he forced his judiciary to 
avoid enforcing a ruling that incites disunity and might disturb the 
solidarity of the society. Imam had frequently warned that if the 
faithful were disunited and gave up unity and solidarity, falsehood 
would definitely dominate over them, 


1. See 6/14, hy, 360. 
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Five: Judiciary Policies 


The Judiciary is the main pillar of a ruling system, Correct and 
lawful judgments play the greatest role in protecting a society's well- 
being and stability, Doctrines of the government of Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) 
indicate that he was particularly attentive to the Judiciary. Texts and 
documents concerning Imam ‘Ali's (a.s.) judgments as well as his 
recommendations and emphasis in this respect are abundant and 
most inspiring, What is stated here, in this volume, can also be very 
enlightening for judges and Judiciary officials 


the principles of Imam ‘Ali's (a.s.) policies for judgment can be 
mentioned as follows 


1, Appointment of Qualified Judges for Juridical Posts 


A judge is without doubt the main element of judging and plays 
the most significant role in the Judiciary establishment and in 
restoring people's rights and battling against oppressions and 
irregularities. In judicial practice, the more steadfast, morally healthy, 
pure, stronger and the more unbending in action a judge is, the more 
efficient, organized, and well-founded his judgment will be, Thus, 
Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) would enjoin Malik to select the best judges for the 
act of judgment; those who would not put the people under pressure 
and are not obstinate and adamant in their judgment or easily fall 
into blunders. They must be intelligent, deeply insightful, protected 
from falling prey to misconceptions, patient and forbearing, so that 
confusions and conflicting turmoil would not affect and change 
them. 


2, Providing for the Financial Needs of the Judges 


Needs and necessities of life can neither be forgotten nor passed 
by negligently, even those people who are ascetic and abandon the 
world, have the responsibility of running a household, they will also 
encounter certain worldly demands in their lives. The natural needs 
of one’s family are neither forgettable nor are to be ignored. It is in 
this respect that Imam ‘Ali (a.s,) advises Malik al-Ashtar to select the 
best judges for practicing judgment, and to provide the best and 
most suitable livelihood for them so that the judge in his judgment 
never looks to other people's hand and for worldly gains and 
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fulfillment of his needs is not seduced into corruption, and thus, a 
person of a system that must safeguard the society against corruption 
does not fall into it, 


3. Job Security for the Judges 


The judge passes a judgment and obviously by his decisive 
judgment offends some people. There are very few people who would 
submit to a verdict against them and are not discontented. It is also 
evident that the violators and Lawbreakers are not always from among 
the lower class of society, nor do clashes and conflicts always take 
place among them. In fact, it can be said that the upper class commit 
most of the law breaking and many conflicts do occur among them, 
and they are those who exert influence and are involved in the 
political affairs of the society. If a judge does not feel at case while 
judging these people and docs not see the judiciary and legal system 
as supporting and assisting, he might hesitate while passing a 
judgment and back down in restoring rights 


In the ruling system of Imam ‘Ali (as), qualified judges enjoy an 
elevated status. In his outstanding instructions to Malik al-Ashtar, 
after giving him advise to select the best judges for judgment, Imam 
‘Ali (a.s.) enjoins him to station the judges near himself in such high 
position that nobody, not even his own close associates; would 
harbor any criticism against them to him. It is worth noting that the 
Imam (as,) then draws his attention to the evil doing of the ill- 
natured, to show that the selfish would often misuse their closeness 
to him [as a governor against the judges, in order to reap worldly 
gains and escape punishment. 


4: Observing the Manners of Judgment 


The judge occupies a highly distinguished position and his duty is 
the restoring of rights and firm judgment. A judge is not himself one 
side of a lawsuit and what he says is most decisive in all disputes. He 
has to observe the rules of judgment with care. The teachings of 
Imam ‘Ali (a.s)) in this regard are highly attentive 


He (as) would warn the judges against discriminating between 
clients, enjoining them not to be suspicious of either of the litigants, 
offend people with tough language and authoritarian speech, make 
decisions when angry, speak out of whim, underestimate the tribunal, 
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behave in a way that the inferiors become disappointed of justly 
achieving their rights and that they should lay aside avarice, maintain 
their dignity in the court sessions. He (a\s.) discharged one of his 
companions from his judicial post, and when he asked for the reason 
his removal, the Imam replied as follows: 


rab pS J ale 


“L saw that you speak more loudly than your claimant does.” 


bos Ls 


5. Close Supervision over the Actions and performances of Judges 


Judges are the upholders of the society's interests and the judiciary 
system is responsible for its security. The interest of a society is more 
than anything else dependent on the Judiciary’s soundness 
Therefore, as the Authority of the affairs (walt ul‘amr) of the 
Muslims, Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) felt himself responsible for the Judiciary’s 
function and did not content himself with admonishing the judges 
and giving lectures and merely warning them; rather, he would 
personally supervise their function and sometimes would even see 
into the way they issued their verdicts. Due to the important role of 
the judiciary in the welfare of a society and the correction of social 
problems, he (a.s,) would use any possible chance —despite his heavy 
responsibilities and numerous tasks~ to call on the ‘Platform of 
Judgment’ (dakkatul qada) in person and would practice judgment 
himself so as to present a right pattern for judgment to the people 
and the judges. 


6. Unifying Judicial Procedures 

Among the things that the Commander of the Faithful (a.s.) 
would emphasize, was the consistency of judgments, or in other 
words, ‘unity of judicial procedures’ in judgments, If people notice that 
judges make different judgments in similar cases, their prompt 
reaction would without doubt be mistrust in the judiciary and 
disbelief in the legitimacy of the judgments. Imam insisted that 


L See 8/4, a2 
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difference in judgments would disrupt the establishment of justice 
and create disunity in the society, He enjoins then the judges to 
discuss and consult with each other concerning the things they 
disagsee on, in order to achieve a consensus, or else take the issue to 
the leader and submit to his verdict, This means that it is in fact the 
responsibility of the leader to create a unity of judicial procedure in 
all judgments. 


7, Equality of All before the Law 


Imam ‘Ali (as.) stressed the equality of all people in the 
implementation of rulings. In his (a.s.) system of ruling, all people 
are equal before the law, and the Judiciary enjoys such a high status 
and firm station that it can execute the law for all people, and people 
must also submit to the verdicts of the judges and the judiciary 
irrespective of their social status, In his doctrines, Imam stressed on 
this equality and, despite his greatness, reverence and lofty status in 
his knowledge and action, he would humbly stand before his state 
judiciary and answer to the questions of his own appointed judges. 
Doing so, he was indicating the importance of the judiciary system 
and safeguarding the station of judgment and practically protecting 
people’s rights so as to set an example for all people and for future 
generations. 


8. The Status of the Interests of the Islamic State in the Issuing of Verdicts 


We previously mentioned that Imam ‘Ali (as,) never sacrificed 
truth for interests and never took a stand for the sake of specific 
interests, He was a leader, leader of the people and a protector of the 
state and at the service of all. He therefore placed the highest value 
and significance on the most superior expedience, which was the 
protection of the state that belongs to the people and is at their 
service. 


Imam emphasizes that in judgments the state's interests should be 
taken into consideration. In his (a.s.) system of government, nothing 
can hinder the carrying out of the genuine laws of Islam in the 
Judiciary, nevertheless the state’s interests have a special status in the 
implementation of laws. In one case, due to certain social, cultural 
and political circumstances and also the people's particular notion of 
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the Divine law, Imam identifies judgment based on genuinely fixed 
Islamic rules as disuniting and its execution as detrimental to the 
foundation of the government. Therefore, he did not permit ar 


judgment to be made on that basis in order to prevent the society 
from falling prey to disunity. This is why he ordered Shurayh the 
following; 


lll Bl et So gal SS ga) 
Judge as you have been judging (before), so that the affairs of 
people are set together and organized. 


Six: Security Policies 


An insecure and chaotic society is more like a lawless jungle than 
being a human society, From the perspective of Imam ‘Ali (a.s.), 
society devoid of peace and security is the worst place to be. Imam 
(as,) regards the restoration of peace and security to the society as 
among the most important reasons for his acceptance of government 
and he was therefore highly concerned with security. His principles 
and procedures for security policies and his attempts in maintaining 
security among his people are listed as follows: 


1, Establishing an Efficient Intelligence System 

Although in Imam ‘ALi’s (a.s.) code of conduct (sir) no reference 
is made to an establishment entitled ‘intelligence organization’, yet 
there are various texts concerning intelligence missions and the 
measures taken by him in his ruling days on the basis of reports 
gathered secretly, These all suggest that Imam's government enjoyed 
an efficient and vigilant establishment, Secret investigations and 
collection of various reports in relation to internal security, all sorts 
of military information and the behavior of administeators were the 
major responsibility of this organization, Unfortunately, there is 
nothing in hand of the details regarding the above-mentioned 
organizations, but through the outcomes of Imam’s decisions and 
the way he made them, it is clear that such an establishment existed 
This organization can be regarded as one or even more than one 
intelligence systems. 
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2. Détente (Removal of Tension) 


‘Trying to create changes in the thoughts and the positions of the 
enemies was among the valuable doctrines of Imam “Ali (a.s). The 
antagonism of many enemies, was rooted in their unawareness and 
lack of knowledge of Imam's stances and the methods and the 
reasons behind them, Imam insisted that attempts had ro be made on 
the correction of thoughts and then the change of positions of the 
opponents. In his own words the reform of the enemy (istisla) al- 
‘ada’ [into friends] must be carried out as a procedure and method 
in the policies of the government. 

Imam views concilistion with the enemy, rectifying their 
thoughts and correcting their positions as the utmost form of deep 
and farsightedness, and stresses that it is much easier to transform 
the enemy's ideas and stances by means of good speech and nice 
treatment than by drawing the enemy to the battlefield, as the former 
approach will be effective in reforming the enemies (to friends] and 
compelling the evil doer enemies to do good. All this implies that 
Imam had pursued the policy of ‘détente’ (removal of tension), in 
order to transform the enemy into a friend, emphasizing the 
eradication of tension and an intelligent compromise with the 
enemy, as an effective means of establishing internal security 


3. Vigilance and Timeliness 


Besides stressing the policy of “détente (removal of tension) and 
moving towards a peaceful life and compromising with the enemy, 
Imam “Ali (as) also emphasized watchfulness and prudence in the 
face of the enemy. He also insisted that the believers should not 
underestimate the enemy, and should be especially alert before those 
who do not openly express their enmity. They should be prepared to 
encounter any unprecedented event at the right time, knowing that if 
they ever sink into oblivion, the enemy will never remain ignorant. 


4, Avoidance of Using Methods of Terrorizing and Spreading Fear 

In his government, Imam ‘Ali (as.) never resorted to the 
terrorization and spreading of horror against violators and 
opponents, He (a.s.) would not even employ the policy of terror, fear 
and the use of unlawful harsh actions against the violators of 
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security, He never confronted people on the basis of suspicion and 
probability and never punished the accused or the suspects who were 
charged with actions against the security of the state. 


5, Adherence to Law in Dealing with Criminals 


Imam ‘Ali’s (a..) system of government relied on law, and in all 
aspects it was the law and not the will of a person that ruled. He 
therefore, strongly emphasized adherence to the law and on law- 
centering in his doctrines. Thus, in his ruling system, torturing the 
accused and suspects was forbidden, and the criminals were never 
tortured or even offended. If anyone was proven guilty, they would 
be punished only according to the law, If the executor of the law 
deliberately or unintentionally violated the law in enforcing a 
verdict, he would be punished by way of retaliation (gija5). When 
Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) found out that his servant Qanbar had given three 
extra lashes when whipping a criminal, he ordered that three lashes 
be given to him in return as a gisds [retaliation]! 


6. Tolerance towards Political Dissidents 


Imam (a.s.) also never treated political dissidents with harshness. 
Tolerance in the diplomacy of Imam ‘Ali (as.) was an inviolable 
principle, and this tolerance was so great that the opponents would 
dare to conspire, Imam ‘Ali (as) believed that tolerance with 
opponents would cut down their vehemence and divert them from 
creating turmoil and disorder. Accordingly, Imam did not confront 
the Kharijites; he tolerated their invectives and did not even cut off 
their rights from the public treasury, until they committed murder 
and jeopardized the security of the society. His confrontation with 
the plotters against internal security was proportionate to the extent 
of their intrigue and their role in the plotting. Sometimes he would 
exile them, at other times he would incarcerate them, and finally 
when other alternatives did not work, he would resolve the problem 
by military intervention, 


1. See 7/10, bh. 394, 
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Seven: Military Policies 


Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) was a gallant and courageous warrior. His challenges 
in battlefields and his superiority in combats are historically well- 
known. Furthermore, he was @ keen sighted, sagacious and prudent 
army general. 

It is very regretful that Imam ‘Ali’s (as. rule, as short as it was, 
was mostly spent in internal battles against the conspirators 
However, his code of conduct in these battles was full of doctrines in 
warfare, truly instructive, with many dignified acts worthy of him, 
Imam ‘Ali's (a.s.) policies in warfare can be summed as follows 


1, The Importance of Military Training and Arrangement of Troops 


We previously said that Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) was the most gallant 
warrior in the battlefield. Having spent a whole lifetime in the 
battlefields, he doubtlessly possessed the most efficient and the 
highest of relevant experiences, Furthermore, he was matchless in his 
courage and gallantry, and also his knowledge of various tactics of 
warfare. Imam personally trained his troops and prior to any battle 
he would reiterate the major points of his training while arranging 
the troops and arraying the combatants. When the ambushes by 
Mu'awiya mounted up and the opponents accused him of lacking 
knowledge in war tactics, Imam said the following while complaining 
towards some of his companions 


Sb SIS) x3 ee ad J OVAL ed J Se daily 


PAS ee Set Joe bl ob ET pled Sy fled Io 


WU bays Gu ptall Cadi Lay ys Ca 
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fUEY AGS Y Sls GES Begs 
“Through disobedience and disappointment, you ruined my 
opinion to the extent that the Quraysh say that the son of Abt 
Talib is brave but lacks knowledge of war. How strange it is! 
Which one of them has been in battlefields more than I have 
been and experienced fighting and the battlegrounds more 
than I did? 1 was still in my teens when I entered the 


Introduction 63 


battlefield, and now I am over sixty, but, he who is not obeyed 
does not have command of the situation.! 


In his military training of the troops, Imam ‘Ali (as.) was not 
negligent of even the smallest details, such as: the troops should not 
part [rom their weapons, should use the right chance to launch 
attacks on the enemy, and should not stare into the enemy's eyes, the 
multitude of the enemy forces should not cast fear in their hearts, 
and that they should know what must be done at the time of defeat 
and how to withdraw tactically once defeated in war, and so on. 


2. Formation of Special Forces 


‘The forces may vary in their morale, level of knowledge and the 
extent of ability and self-sacrifice, even though they are on one single 
battleground and with a shared intention. Scenes of confrontation 
also vary, with each scene demanding appropriate and competent 
fighters and warriors. Thus, one of the mast outstanding features in 
Imam ‘Ali's (a.s.) military policies is the formation of ‘special troops’ 
which Imam called the Forces of Thursday (shurtab al-kbamis).” 


Imam ‘Ali's (a.s) most efficient, selfsacrificing and most 
accomplished warriors were recruited for the special forces, This unit 
was astonishingly competent, and the Imam employed them for 
special purposes and for specific battlefields. He (a.s.) addressed them 
in a sermon as follows: 


jun eet 


Bh ely gli dst tn 


on the day of tribulations and hardships of the time, and my 
confidants rather than other people. With your help, I will 
beat those who turn their back, and I look forward to the 
obedience of the supporters. So, help me with benevolence 


1, Nabj alBalaghab, Semon 27. Also, see The Enovlopedia of Amir alMu'minin, 
vol7 


2. See 9/2, |Porming of Special Forces} 
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devoid of fraud and free from suspicion, as I swear to God 
that I have a greater right to people than themselves. 

The Special Forces, or those who are referred today as wise and 
skillful ‘fundamentalists’ and ‘bighullabis’ [members of the party of 
Allah] were next to the Imam and while criticizing and expressing 
their viewpoints about his policies, remained loyal to him in the 
most distressing situations and moments of his rule. 

It seems that they were called the Forces of Thursday either 
because of their special features or due to their presence with the 
Imam (a.s.) with a special allegiance.! Asbagh ibn Nabata was asked: 

“O Asbagh! How were you named the ‘Forces of Thursday’? 
Le replied: “We guaranteed that we would sacrifice ourselves 
for him and he guaranteed victory for us.” 


3, Strengthening the Troops’ Morale 

Without doubs, spiritual forces and mental power play a decisive 
and astonishing role in actions and all sorts of creativity, Imam 
therefore, greatly emphasized the importance of mental power, 
spiritual capability and increasing the chivalrous spirit in his combat 
forces, He tried through every possible means, to strengthen the 
morale of the armed forces in confrontation with the enemy and 
enhancing their steadfastness through uplifting their sense of 
chivalry, The Imam's speeches in this respect are highly thought- 
provoking and interesting. 


The fiery speeches of Imam, his thrilling words, inspiring 
sermons, stimulating slogans, his attentive characteristics in that part 
of his life and his explanation to the combatants of their final 
station after life were all intended to provide and spread such 
elevated states of a spiritual mind. 


Once having organized the combat forces, Imam would explain in 
a highly eloquent speech the shortness and undesirability of the 
worldly life in contrast to the excellence and everlastingness of the 


1, ab’Nibaye, vol. 2, p46 


2, Majama’ al-Bapraym, vol, 2, p. 982 
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Hereafter. The impact of this, would, in many times, remain in the 
troops for a very long time, That is why for many of them their lives 
were intermixed with enthusiasm, self-sacrifice, valor and bravery, 
and their actions were amalgamated with their steadfastness, being 
unconquerable and daring when confronting the enemy. 


Creating the spirit of ‘Martyrdom’ among the companions of 
Imam “Ali (a.s.) which was without doubt the outcome of his lofty 
sermons and teachings, is indeed wonderful 


Paying attention to the role of inculcation was also among the 
meaningful tactics of Imam ‘Ali (a.s) to strengthen the spiritual 
capabilities of his fighters (majahidin) in the battles. Concerning his 
own experience, the Imam said to his son Muhammad ibn ak 
Hanafiya: 


ypc dt 9 gy Wiest gh Ai 


I did not confront anyone [in war] without inculeating in 
myself that I would be able to kill him, therefore tell yourself 
that you wall have victory over them with the help of God! 

On the other hand, Imam demonstrates that the inculcation of 
weakness, fear and thinking about the power of the enemy is among 
the causes of disorder of the troops and defeat by the enemy. Once 
the Imam was asked 


WEE sa 
How did you win victory over [your] rivals? 


He replied: 


so fe SIV Sy 
T did not meet [confront] anyone, without him assisting me 
against himself [by revealing his weaknesses}? 


1, See 9/4, h. 499, 
2. Nab alBalaghab, Aphorism 318, 
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Describing the evil outcome of running away from the battlefield 
in this world and the next was another method that Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) 
used in order to strengthen the spirit and morale of his soldiers. 


Furthermore, Imam also insisted that the army generals should 
never disclose the reality of the current situation that could leave a 
bad impact on the morale of the combatants, In the heat of the battle 
of Siffin and amid the direst states of war, the Imam outlined to one 
of his generals the perspective and outcome of the battle and 
explained how serious and destructive the upcoming confrontation 
would be serious for the forces. At the same time he (a.s.) stressed 
that this information should be kept asa secret and the troops 
should not be informed about it 


4. Employing Deceitful Tactics in Battles 


In order to achieve victory, the Imam would try all kinds of 
rational tactics, As previously stated, he (a.s.) never appealed to ‘deceit 
and fraud! in his statesmanship diplomacy and never practiced this in 
his managerial approaches. He used and emphasized it in his battles, 
saying: 


why Bl Ble AGS 
“Rely on your tactics and crafts in the battle more than on. 
your strength"! 


This is one of the differences between the policies of Imam ‘Ali 
(a.s.) and those of the Umayyads 


Imam’s teachings and the practical examples indicate that 
‘eraftiness’ in warfare policies js a rational option to achieve victory 
and to avoid resorting to irrational actions as much as possible, ‘Adi 
ibn Hitam is quoted as saying that, amid the clashes of the battle of 
Siffin, Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) said with a loud voice for his companions to 
hear: 


1, See 9/5, hy 08 
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“I swear by God that I will kill Mu‘awiya and his 
companions.” 


He then said with a low voi 


“IfGod wills!” 


The narrator said, “I asked: © Commander of the Faithful! You 
swore and then made an exception. Why is that?” Imam replied 
ud ba 
“War is craftiness.”" 


Imam cmployed the same tactic when confronting ‘Amr ibn 
“Abda Wad and managed to kill him with the opportunity he got by 
means of this tactic. 

Therefore, the Imam’s use of craftiness is in line with the human 
values and dignities, and on the other hand is an efficient and 
accurate tactic in warfare. 


5, Ethies of War 

In the school of Imam ‘Ali (as), resorting to war is only 10 
defend the entity of faith and for the purpose of destroying tyranny, 
eliminating oppression and removing hindrances of rulership. ‘Ali 
(as) who always used the sword to safeguard the Truth, never 
neglected moral principles and human dispositions, even amid the 
direst moments of war. Observing such warfare characteristics and 
moral codes in a battleground in Imam ‘Ali’s (a.s,) code of conduct, 
would be most instructive and enlightening, Some topics in this 
respect are as follows: 


A. Refraining from Initiating a War 
Imam never initiated a war. He would never draw his sword before 
his opponent and he ordered his companions not to ever initiate a 


1, See 9/5, b. 510 
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war, unless the enemy had most stubbornly blocked the way for 
peaceful and direct negotiation, In reality, this policy of Imam is a 
confirmation of the importance attached to peace, human values and 
opposing belligerency in Ali's Islamic approach, 


Imam always emphasized the execution of this policy. Jundub 
Azdi has said: 


Whenever we encountered an enemy in the company of ‘Ali 
(as), he would order us, by saying: “Do not fight them until 
they start; because, thanks be to God Almighty, you possess the 
proof (ja), and letting them start the bate is another proof 
for you [against them} 

He would therefore show that in his culture, the crucial principle 
is ‘peace and silence’, rather than belligerence and warmongering, 


Ir was for this reason that Imam would order his combat forces 
not to initiate the war and if the enemy started the war and they were 
defeated by the help of God, those who run away should not be 
killed, nor should the wounded be assaulted. They must not strip or 
dismember the corpses and so on, All these show that in Imam ‘Ali's 
war conduct and in his policies, warfare is an exception and the main 
principle is emphasis on human values and their promotion. 


B. Refraining from Calling to War 


Imam ‘Ali (as) insisted that his troops should adhere to 
characteristics such as gallantry, steadfastness, authority in the 
battlefield, strong will and the spirit of defeating the enemy. He (a.s.) 
prepared them for the battle by all the necessary means. However, he 
would enjoin them never to challenge the enemy to fight, and not to 


1. See 9/6, he sit 
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call for a rival to prepare for the war, which was a way of creating 
terror and panic. In reality, this was also in line with his methods 
and policy of opposing belligerency. Imam instructed that if the 
enemy challenged and asked for a rival in a battle, only then, they 
must proceed to fight in order to stop the enemy's obstinacy. 


€. Diplomatic Immunity of the Enemy's Envoys 

Islam is a global religion and its doctrines are universal and apply 
all periods of time, hence addressing international and global 
policies. In Islam, political envoys of foreign countries enjoy 
diplomatic immunity in military and political confrontations (even 
though in the thick of the war), ‘Ali (a.s.) had instructed this noble 
doctrine to the troops and wanted them to take this policy seriously 
and in ease some people claimed to be carrying a message from the 
enemy, they should not be encountered before verifying the matter 
through sufficient inquiries. 


D. Furnishing the Argument before Starting the War 


We previously said that according to Imam ‘Ali (as.) war is a 
means of removing the barriers against the spread of truth and 
guidance of mankind, He therefore, never failed to enlighten the 
enemy and used every possible chance to guide them, He would even 
attempt to guide the enemy on the battleground and in the heat of 
the war, frequently presenting arguments to avert the war. In all, in 
the conduct of Imam ‘Ali (a.s.), a war would not be waged unless 
when necessary, 


E, Supplication at the Time of War 


In the teachings of Imam ‘Ali (as), spiritual dimensions and 
advancement of spirituality in people and human society is prior to 
anything else. Imam never forgot to create and develop such a spitit, 
even during the midst of the war. With illuminating words he would 
speak to the troops who were mobilized and prepared to assault, 
trying to put out the fire of sedition, but to no avail, the obstinacy of 
the enemy would inevitably lead to war. At the time of war Imam 
would engage in supplication and worship of God, reviving His 
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remembrance in the hearts of his soldiers and with his mystical 
whispers he would calm the atmosphere of his army, seeking the 
assistance of God Almighty, His (Jihad) and fighting was therefore a 
basis for Divine Love and a means of approaching to God, as well as 
a step in the dircetion of the actualizing of Divine teachings and 
human values. The contents of Imam’s supplications and the theme 
of his invocations, clearly prove what has been previously said. 


F, Starting War in the Afternoon 


Imam would try through all possible ways and arrangement to 
essen as much as possible the damages and human losses that war 
might inflict, in case fighting was inevitable, Imam would therefore 
try to get the war started in the afternoon so that by the falling of the 
night the fighting would stop and thus the fighters would withdraw 
eatlier and there would be less bloodshed and also the runaways from 
the battleground could easily flee. 


3. Good Treatment of the Survivors of the Enemy 


When the battle would subside, Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) would command 
that the defeated troops, the wounded, the captives and those of the 
enemy’s army that were left behind, especially the women to be given 
the best of treatment. As previously mentioned, Imam's orders were: 
not to chase the runaways, not to kill the wounded, not to invade 
people’s houses, not to take any of the spoils and never to mistreat 
the women, even if they insulted the troops and their army 
commanders. 


Eight: International Policies 


What has been said so far is just a glance at the policies of Imam 
“Ali (a.s,) in various aspects of governing a state 


We now intend to recount some aspects of Imam ‘Ali’s (as) 
global policies. We have selected particular doctrines from among the 
Imam’s world policies that would be beneficial and practical for the 
governing of a state in every place and in any culture. The guidelines 
presented with their relevant texts in the main part of the book 
include political, social, cultural and governmental guidelines that 
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the innate human nature (fifa) and common sense confirm its 
soundness and efficiency, and historical experiences testify. their 
correctness and value, By referring to conscience and history, anyone 
with any kind of ideology can easily perceive these facts and confirm 
their efficacy in governing a state, In chapter ten of the present book, 
these guidelines and principles are divided into the following three 
categories: 


1. Policies Causing the Perpetuation of Governments 


Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) regards certain policies necessary for the survival 
of governments, By observing the doctrines of Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) and 
his code of conduct we can find out that Imam (a.s,) considered the 
following of utmost necessity: the spreading of equality, social 
justice, proper management in administering people's affairs, good 
treatment and respect to all, awareness of political trends and 
safeguarding freedom, independence, dignity and all that which is 
related to people's individual and social rights. He considers them 
all, as essential for the steadfastness and perpetuity of government. His 
interpretation of justice is something truly interesting to contemplate 


Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) compared justice with a fortress, a shield, a firm 
foundation and a binding string and he considered the implementing 
of justice as the best and the most efficient policy in ruling, He 
defined it as ‘the adornment of politics’, affirming that it is with 
justice that the ruler captures the hearts and attains Divine Mercy, 
He was also quoted as saying that once governments are based on the 
foundations of justice and rested on the pillars of wisdom, God 
Almighty will help their advocates and destroy their challengers, In 
addition to the spread of justice, Imam regarded proper management 
as a necessity for the stability and continuation of governments, He 
considered benevolence as the beauty of power and awareness as a 
sign of astuteness and correct governing 


2, Policies Causing the Decline of Governments 


Imam “Ali (a.s.) considers the outcomes of certain policies as 
destructive and damaging, Even though such policies are effective for 
a short time and may preserve the government for a while longer, 
they would ultimately lead to its fall and destruction. What the 
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doctrines of Imam ‘Ali (as.) deem destructive and damaging are: 
violation of people's rights, unjust bloodshed, mismanagement in 
handling affairs, selfishness , misappropriation, giving priority to 
governors, heads of government and their associates over others, 
neglecting fundamental tasks and issues, dealing with trivial, fruitless 
and unimportant issues, assigning inefficient people to critical posts 
and failing to employ competent individuals. 


Imam asserts that oppression and injustice under any name and in 
any form will cause the decline of the state, and if injustice is allowed 
in a society, it will consequently lead to wars and the state’s authority 
and its dignity will be marred. This is why he views oppression as the 
worst of policies and affirms that injustice and tyranny create 
instability, remove blessings and ruin communities and states. 


In his instructions to Malik al-Ashtar, Imam ‘Ali (a\s.) wrote: 
“Never commit bloodshed when dealing with opponents and those 
of other ideologies, as the shedding of unlawful blood will bring 
Divine revenge, take away blessings and sovereignty will never be set 
firm by bloodshed, rather it will weaken, enfeeble and ruin its 
authority.” 


He asserted that if a government is inflicted with mismanagement 
and does not enjoy wise and precise policies, it will start to decline 
and will consequently topple. The state which provides the best 
facilities for the ruler and his dominance, and instead of self-sacrifice 
(ithar), it proceeds with selfishness and the use of facilities for the 
ruler and his associates (isti'thar) will definitely be bound to decline. 
Iinam said: “The rulers who deal with trivial, baseless, and transient 
issues instead of proceeding with fundamental tasks, basic policies, 
and principal planning, will rapidly slide to decline, Those who put 
aside the great tasks and excellent deeds and deal with mean and 
petty work will lead the government to its plight.” Pondering on 
such teachings of the Imam is necessary and beneficial for rulers, 
officials, and heads of states. 


3. Efficient International Po! 


In addition to what has been said, Imam followed certain policies 
and introduced methods of interaction that should be taken into 
consideration by the rulers when interacting with other states, 
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nations, and countrics, The following facts and policies can be 
extracted from among the highly valuable words of Imam and by 
studying his way of lif 

respecting the rights of the human beings, regardless of their ideas 
and ways of thinking, upholding their rights, absolute respect in dealing 
with others, avoiding any disrespectful and belittling relation or 
association with governments and nations, never submitting to 
derogation, stressing on removal of tension in connection with 
governments, moving towards the development of genuine tranquility 
and a peaceful life accompanied by esteem, prevention of arousing 
enmity, sparing no means to correct the enemy's ideas and conducts 
(itilap al‘adi); remaining loyal to various treaties and being 
trustworthy in fulfilling of the people's rights, benefiting from other 
people's knowledge and expertise in the field of culture, yet stressing on 
the policy of cultural independence, warning against being absorbed in 
polytheistic and corrupt cultures; and finally, studying various cultures 
and selecting what is best in them and many other things. 

Furthermore, there are many issues that have been expressed in the 
various sayings of Imam ‘Ali (as) which are very illuminating in 
regard to international relationships. Such tenets have been presented 
in the ‘miscellaneous’ section at the end of this present volume 


A Summary of the Policies of Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) 


That which has been presented so far, was a glance at the contents 
of the chapters which have been compiled in this book to explain the 
different politics of Imam ‘Ali (a.s.). Contemplating on what was 
mentioned would reveal that politics according to Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) is 
an instrument for ruling on the basis of human rights and the real 
needs of the people, not for the dominance of dictators and violators 
of people's rights. 

Based on what we mentioned, and afier summing up and studying 
the above information ,we can now respond to the questions and 
criticisms raised regarding the policies of Imam and analyze the 
causes and reasons of what is mentioned about his statesmanship and 
discuss their veracity or incorrectness. 


@) 
Defending Imam ‘Ali’s Statesmanship 


Imam ‘Ali (a.s,) took over the caliphate in response to the public 
demand and insistence, and his caliphate came to an end with his 
Martyrdom on Ramadan 2Ist, 40 All [January 29", 661], People had 
been accustomed to the rulership of the three caliphs for twenty five 
years, during which certain policies and procedures had been 
performed most of which Imam regarded as unjustifiable, Changing 
the views and behavior of people was as difficult for him as 
‘returning the water which has rin downstream’, and in some cases 
even impossible, He therefore accepted the caliphate with extreme 
precaution and prudence and only after several times of refusing it — 
so that nobody would think that he had a desire for ruling. 
Nonetheless, from the very beginning he stated future plans and the 
difficulties ahead of him very clearly. 


Parts of the policies of Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) and some of his political 
positions have since long prompted discussions and criticisms 
Those who viewed politics as a tool of power and aimed at 
dominance over people from a governmental position did not 
tolerate some of Imam’s political stances. It should be first known 
that Imam ‘Ali (as) had accepted the government in order to 
administer justice, and he adapted politics as tools for the 
government to secure the human rights and fulfill the real human 
needs 


If we look from this angle and evaluate his rule and authority by 
this criterion, we will see that what the Imam did, was well-founded 
and meticulously organized and precisely in line with his lofty goals, 


However, those who do not look from this angle do not accept 
Imam's position in the sixperson clectoral council of ‘Umar for 
appointing the caliph, and believe that his insistence on the deposal 
of Mu'awiya at the beginning of his rule, when the foundations of 
his sovereignty were not yet firmly set, as being far from diplomatic 
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prudence, and say that ‘Ali (a.s,) was a brave and fearless warrior but 
not a political ruler! 


They say that if ‘Ali (a.s,) had been a man of polities, why had he 
not accepted the proposal of ‘Abdul Rahman in the six-person 
electoral council (that was appointed by ‘Umar to assign a caliph 
after him) when he suggested that he would swear allegiance to him 
(as. on the condition that Imam acts according to the conduct of 
Abi Bakr and ‘Umar? Political prudence suggests that he should 
have accepted the condition, and after the establishment of his 
government, act in his own way and follow his own path. Did 
‘Uthman who accepted the condition follow their (the caliphs) 
steps?! 

If Imam had acted the way politicians do, he should not have 
treated the opposition the way he did, especially Talha and Zubair 
who were influential figures and Mu‘awiya who was very powerful in 
Sham (Syria). He should have compromised for a while and fulfilled 
their demands, and later, after the establishment of his government, 
he should have begun to extixpate them. There were many similar 
occasions where he took such problematic stances, Imam's insistence 
on moral and Islamic values created problems in the establishment 
of his authority and dominance and made him encounter serious 
hardships. Before continuing, we will refer to the words of Ibn Abi 
abHadid in this respect 


Mp ewteligal pos 


ae oe fel BOS oy te DLs 
Know that a group of those who do not know the real virtue 
of the Commander of the Faithful (as) claim that ‘Umar was 
more diplomatic than he was, even though [they considered] 
him as being more knowledgeable than “Umar.! 
Ibn Abi al-Hadid goes on to say: 
Ibn Sina [Avicenna] admits to this, in his book al-Shifa’, and 
my teacher also inclines to this belief, in his book al-Ghurar, 
where he mentions it Moreover, his (as) enemies and 


1, Sharp Nabj al-Bataghad, vol. 10, p. 212 
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‘opponents assumed that Mu'awiya was ahead of him in 
politics and so was his management. 


What shortly follows here is a general response to all criticisms 
raised regarding Imam ‘Ali’s (a.s.) policies, and the detailed responses 
are presented in their appropriate places in the following chapters, 


The most important point in response to this issue is emphasis on 
the way in which, politics and government is looked at. If politics is 
viewed as a means for ruling over the hearts or interpreted as ruling 
on the basis of people's rights and real needs of society, and if we 
look at Imam ‘Ali’s (a.s.) stances from such perspective, then we will 
realize that Imam ‘Ali (a) is the greatest statesman throughout 
history, second to the Holy Prophet (saw). But, if we consider 
politics and statesmanship as a means to achieve power and 
domination, or interpret it as taking advantage of the people and 
exploitative domination over them, then Imam’s stances are not 
defendable indeed 


It is evident that Imam was aware of these issues and knew how to 
employ them, but due to his commitment to Divine laws, ethical 
values and his stress on the people's rights, he did not deem their use 
as permissible. The following narration quoted from him clearly 
elaborates this fact: 


lB EK 
“IC it was nor that plotting and deception have their place in 
Hellfire, L would have been the trickiest and craftiest person! 


wR SIS gh 
“Alas! Had it not been for God wariness, I would have been 
the craftiest of all Arabs!”* 


He also had said: 
“1 swear by God, that Mu'awiya is not cleverer than I, but he 
practices deception and commits debauchery; and if it were 


1. Ibid 
abKafi, vol. 2, p. 336 
3. See 3/1, h. 75 
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not for the hideousness of deception, 1 would have been the 
shrewdest of all people! However, every kind of deception is 
sin, and every sin darkens (the heart) and for any deceiver, 
there will be a banner raised on the Day of Resurrection, by 
which he will be identified.”! 


Accordingly, Imim knew well how to suppress voices; how to 
bring down loud cries to silence; how to deceive people with wicks; 
how to cast fear in their hearts by force; how to subdue the unruly 
greedy misers by allurement and consequently, and by violating the 
people's rights, massacres suppress internal oppositions and 
rebellions. However, he was ‘Ali, the axis of truth, conscious of God 
and a believer in Resurrection Day, whose commitment to the truth 
and ethical values, and whose stressing on Divine teachings 
prevented him from perpetrating illegitimate policies. Imam 
frequently referred to these facts, by saying 


pHa Somes TY Js S531 es SE Lel ate 
1 certainly know what can reform you and straighten your 
crookedness. But I shall not improve you by way of corrupting 
myself 


He clearly states that he knows how to reform people and is 
familia: with the oppressive policies that suppress them for a short 
period of time, but he does not apply them since he views them as 
corrupting to the reformer. 

Furthermore, Imam “Ali (a.s.) viewed that above all, such actions 
lead the statesman to the dreadful domain of harassing, domination 
and, in his own words, corruption. This is why he calls out: “There 
will never be reformation at the cost of the corruption of the 
reformer!” 


The Imam’s lofty words indicate that superficial reformation will 
inevitably lead to corruption 


By this Imam obviously meant unlawful reformation, such as the 
undergoing economic reformation in contemporary world, at the 


1. See, 3/1, b. 77 


Bataghah, Sermon 69. Also see ‘The 


spclopedia of Armtr al-Mu'winin, 
vol 
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cost of sacrificing social justice. Imam does not tolerate such 
reforms, On one hand, he knew well, how to deceive the influential 
political opponents and outlaws and keep them silent, by promising 
to fulfill their avarices and then, gradually eliminate them; and on 
the other hand, to promise people to restore their rights and stress 
on developing Divine and human values; and as soon as he would 
have established the foundations of his rule, he would do whatever 
he wished and break all promises, as politicians have always done. If 
he did so, he would no longer be ‘Ali ibn Abi Talib, but rather a 
politician like any other politician 


Indeed, so much love and devotion from the people towards ‘Ali 
(as) throughout history is because of his own righteousness and 
truth-centeredness and his emphasis on right. We should carefully 
study and ask ourselves where the power-centered hypocrites and 
imposters are now? On the other hand, we aught to see what were the 
reasons for the continuous remembrance of ‘Ali (a.s.) in History and 
throughout time. Why do the hearts carry so much love for ‘Ali 
(as.)? We seiterate here and repeat again and again that ‘Ali (as.) 
regards politics as a means of establishing the truth and restoring 
people's rights, and not a means of domination over them. 


Imam ‘Ali's (a.s.) reformations were solely intended to revitalize 
the sivt and sunna of the Prophet (s.a.w.) and his method of 
government. Imam ‘Ali (as.) could not have followed immoral, 
antireligious and antihuman policies. This was why he (a.s.) faced the 
same difficulties that the holy Prophet (.a.w.) did! 


Through tolerating hardships and practicing patience towards 
difficulties, Imam ‘Ali (a.s,) attempted to replicate once again the 
illuminant outlook of the Prophetic rule and the government 
policies of the Messenger of Allah in the history of Islam, presenting 
an efficient, just, and perfect way of conduct to the generations and 
nations to come. 


1, Sharh Nabj al-Bataghab, vol. 19, p.214,b, 222, 


(4) 
Reasons for Imam ‘Ali’s (a.s.) Loneliness 


Towards the end of this brief study, we present the following 
important question: if the administration of a state on the basis of 
the aforementioned policies are applicable and such policies are 
proper and competent, why then did the people distance themselves 
after a short time from such a truth-centered statesman as Imam ‘Ali 
(as.) whom they had selected as their leader with their widespread 
support and left him alone and solitary during the last months of his 
life? 


Explaining the Issue 

We will now delve further into the various aspects of this topic 
and raise the issue more clearly, The foremost questions here are: 
What was the reason for people's withdrawal from “Ali (a.s,) in such a 
short period of time within his ruling? Why could he not practically 
preserve the people’s widespread support of the government? Why 
was the bond of relations detached between the ruler and the peaple 
in Imam ‘Al’s (as,) government, and why were the people so 
disunited that Imam could not create concordance and harmony 
even among those who had directly sworn allegiance to him and 
maintain any unity among them? 


Why did Imam (a.s.) complain of the lack of people's support in 
actualizing his superior teachings and implementing his reforms 
during the last days of his life and would painfully say: 


Heegalluws sb ateys 
“Alas! It is indeed hard that I make manifest through you the 
codes of justice or set in place the crookedness of truth.! 


1, See, The Eweyclopedia of Amir akMu'mintn, vol. 7, p.2. 
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Why did he consider them as the heart-rending pain of his 
political life? Saying: 


{want to cure (sicknesses) through you, but you (yourselves) 
are my very pain.”! 


‘And he complained of disobedicnces and rebellions, saying: 


iY yo 


“] am entangled with people who do not obcy.”? 
‘And he would complain of their dispersed tendencies and their 
fruitless crowded presence with their dissociated hearts, where he 
said 


“There is no richness, even though you may be big in number, 
when there is little unity in order to bring your hearts 
together.” 
He yearned to have a few (sincere) companions of the battle of 
Bade: 


ph al ade Ghar oie Los I 
“If I had companions similar in number to the people of 
Badr..." 
And: 


What was the reason for such regression after that wonderful 
turnout for swearing allegiance? 


Is it not correct to say that such a surprising loneliness after an 
unbelievable turnout for allegiance and support (of his rule) indicate 
that ruling on the basis of Imam ‘Ali's (a.s.) policies and his system 
of government, was not practically applicable in the society of the 


1. Ibid, vol. 6, p. 227. 2609 


Ibid, vol, 7, p.26 
3. Ibid, vol. 7, p, 28 
4. Ibid, vol. 7, pia 
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real world and that Imam ‘Ali’s (a.s,) utopia was not but an image in 
the world of illusion? 


In this discourse we will try as much as possible, to respond to 
these questions on the basis of historical texts and the realities of the 
Islamic society of those days, However, it would be worthwhile to 
briefly outline several points in advance: 


1, Role of the Flite in Political and Social ‘Transformations 

The role of the elite and prominent personalities, in social 
transformations is very fundamental and extensive. They had the 
most influential impact on political and social developments of the 
society throughout history,’ 


In reality, they often make decisions for the masses, and people, 
time and again, do not hesitate in following them, They play their 
roles of controlling and manipulating people in such a way that 
people imagine that they themselves have made the decisions and are 
acting on their own! 


In such a time as the early period of Islam, chiefs of tribes played 
pivotal roles in political and social changes. In other times, the 
intellectual elite and party leaders played such roles and in today's 
society, heads of media, political establishments, managers of large 
cultural, educational and information organizations, chief executives 
of press agencies and other mass media are the main manipulators, 
role-ercators and decision makers of societies 


2. Role of the Kifans in Imam ‘Ali’s Government 


In the political geography of carly Islam, the territory of Iraq used 
to serve as a bridge, connecting the cast and the west of the Islamic 
world and acted asa center, for supplying military power to the 
central authority. In this territory, Kufa enjoyed a special status and a 
sensitive role, 


Kufa was constructed in 17AH/638CE for the stationing of 
troops .The organizers founded this city for the purpose of setting 
up a large camp for the troops. It is therefore clear that Kafa was 


1. See, Migdn al-Hikma, vol. 10, p. 4614 
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made as a military center; a place for those who knew nothing other 
than to fight and combat, and hence, always thinking of conquering 
borders and gaining spoils of war. 


The people who had gathered in Kafa were far away from Madina 
which hosted most of the [Prophet's] companions. Very few 
companions frequented Kiifa as it was the Caliph ‘Umar’s policy to 
have them remain in Madina! 


The Kafans were therefore deprived of acquiring knowledge and 
had very little understanding of religious laws and doctrines 


“Umar had explicitly asked the companions who intended to 
| travel to Kifa not to teach them any padith and not to distract them 
from their familiarity with the Holy Qur’in? The Kufans’ 
familiarity and preoccupation with the Qur'an was restricted to mere 
recitation and nothing more and this point can also be found in the 
words of the Caliph. This is why, those who initially gathered in 
Kufa as the ‘reciters’ (yurra’) later formed the original core of the 
Kharijites 


The important point here to take notice of is the tribal system in 
Kafa and the prevalence of ethnocentrism and dominance of the 
dlannish culture and lifestyle in the behavior and relations of the 
Kufans. In this culture, the chief of the tribe was the key role player 
in the movements and efforts, while other people were blind 
followers who had no power of choice. 


Thus, when we say that people left Imam ‘Ali (as) alone, we mean 
the elite, the influential and the chieftains of the Islamic community 
left him alone. This painful fact was more evidently seen in the 
people of Iraq at that time, especially among the Kafans 


Now and after this brief explanation, we proceed to deal with the 
reasons for Imam ‘Ali’s loneliness, according to his own words and 
sayings 


LalMustadeak ‘sla atSabithayn, vol. |, p- 193, b. 334 


2. Kang al-'Ummal, vol. |, 292, h. 29479, 
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Imam Ali's Loneliness in His Own Words 


We said earlier that history is a truthful witness to the claim that 
the short period of Imam ‘Ali's (a.s,) government has been the most 
sublime manifestation of a rule based on human values, His ruling 
method was not only attractive to those committed to Islamic 
human values, but those uncommitted to such values were also 
attracted by it, and they sometimes did not fail to admit its 
magnificence and perfection. Therefore, the reasons for the people's 
distance from the government of Imam ‘Ali (a.s,) is not to be sought 
in the inconsistency of his method, but there are other reasons and 
causes to be delved into, that will be mentioned in the following 
pages. 

Imam “Ali (as) himself explicitly and sufficiently has talked 
about the reason for the withdrawal of people from him and turning 
their backs on his government. In his sermons and responses to 
queries, he expressed the reasons for their initial welcome and then 
their eventual distancing from him. Here is a review of the 
background, reasons and causes of the people’s withdrawal and 
Imam ‘Ali's (a.s.) loneliness; 


1. Contradictory Demands 


‘The first reason for the people's distance from Imam ‘Ali (as.) was 
the fundamental difference between two types of views about 
government, In reality, these two approaches had fundamental conflict 
between each other in their motivations and purposes. 


A great majority of the participants in the uprising against 
“Uthman, especially a number of the key players of that movement 
such as Talha and Zubair, did not intend to bring the community 
back to the Prophetic conduct (sira) and tradition (sina). They did 
not wield their swords, in order ta maintain the sovereignty of 
genuine Islamic values. Party monopolization tendencies and tribal 
decision-making of the Umayyads in government which was formed 
through ‘Uthman’s rule had exhausted them. For them, 
overthrowing ‘Uthman and their pledge of allegiance to ‘Ali (a.s.) 
were in fact aimed at solving this problem, although in their slogans 
they stated otherwise, 
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Finally after much insistence by the people and his frequent 
refusals, Imam ‘Ali (as,) took over the caliphate, so as to restore a 
right, lead the community back to the conduct (sir) of the Prophet, 
revive the forgotten genuine Islamic values in the society, and to 
spread reforms in all bureaucratic, cultural, economic, social and 
judicial fields. In one of his earlier sermons, he stated among other 
things, the perspective of these changes. 

In other words, while people were motivated by the material and 
worldly inclinations, ‘Ali (a.s.) was motivated by truth-centrism, 
secking God's pleasure and being concerned about the revival of 
religious values. In this regard he (a.s.) said: 


“My concerns and yours are not the same, I want you for the 
sake of Allah but you want me for your own self”! 


In such a time when some people saw Imam ‘Ali's (a.s.) persistence 
in his goals and realized that they could not be in harmony with 
these goals, they turned away and abandoned ‘Ali (a.s.) and refused to 
support him, As time passed, religious concerns, Divine motives and 
[slamichuman orientation of Imam ‘Als (as) rule were further 
manifested, At the same time, the distance became wider and the 
support of those who were seeking other than the truth slackened 
even more. 


2. The Betrayal of the Elite and Obedience of the Masses 

Through the era of the government of the Commander of the 
Faithful (a.s,), tribal chiefs played the main role in making decisions 
for most of the people. He (a.s.) tried very hard to develop the 
necessity of following of criterion in the minds and lives of the people 
so that they would choose their path and measure the others by the 
criterion of truth, rather than measuring truth with the criteria of 
prominent individuals and personalities...” 


1, See, Dts, 


2, Seea/s. p. 341 Cultural Policies 


Introduction 87 


The efforts of Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) in this respect were unfortunately 
of no avail. The prevalence of the aforementioned situation seriously 
hindered the basic reforms of ‘Ali's (a.s.) rule and this was extremely 
painful for him as his decisions were occasionally left unfulfilled by 
the opposition of an individual who was backed by a large group of 
ignorant followers, Imam described this sorrowful situation as 
follows; 


Fewme 


People ate divided into three groups: a Lordly (divinely 

inspired) knower, one seeking knowledge who moves along the 

path of salvation, and the riffraff and rabble, the followers of 

every screaming voice, those who bend with every wind, who 

have not sought to be illuminated by the light of knowledge 
and who have not had recourse to a solid support. 

In this insightful statement, Imam ‘Ali (a.s,) divides people into 
three groups concerning to the choosing of their way of life 


1. The learned who have found the way: ‘Divine Scholars’ 


2. The seekers of truth and those on the path of deliverance from 
darkness and corruption: ‘The learners on the path of salvation’, 


3. People who neither know the right and straight path nor its 
correct course: rather, they are prompted to move by blind following 
of the influential. Imam has called them the uncivilized rabble 
(bama} ra'd), who ate like the petty flies who sit on the faces of 
animals, and the foolish ignorant who are moved around, with any 
blowing wind and drift along any flow, without achieving any firm 
position. 


By the Imam’s (a.s,) analysis, those who neither know the right 
way of life nor allow themselves any wise deliberation and knowledge 
and blindly follow others are like flies that have gathered around 
those who are more ignorant than themselves and seek benefit from 
them. Such people neither possess a firm intellectual status nor are 


1. Nak al-Balaghab, Aphorism 147. 
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able to stand steady on one position. Without knowing who their 
leader is and whether he speaks the truth or not, they highly respect 
him with their body and soul, and follow him only because he has 
some reputation, or holds a lofty position and bears on his forehead 
the title of chief of the tribe or the leader of a party or for any other 
reasons, just like a swarm of flies which are blown to every direction 
without knowing why and where they are heading. 


It was so painful for ‘Ali (a.s.) to see that such a great number of 
people of his time were among the third group. He (a.s.) was faced 
with large masses who were neither ‘people of knowledge’ nor on the 
path of understanding. 


More heart-rending and distressing was the lack of a sympathetic 
person who would listen to these social problems and calamities, and 
the lack of some intelligent ones with whom Imam ‘Ali (a,s.) would 
share all of these. In other words, he (a.s.) could not unveil the pains 
and reveal the nature of the people whom he ruled upon and 
accompanied him. When he intended to share what he was involved 
to one of his close companions, Kumayl, he took his hand, led 
him to the desert and asserted the bitter reality with much sorrow 
and pity. What he told him was not conveyable to anyone since 
many were not able to tolerate listening to all these problems 
According to him, every person who enjoyed a larger intellectual and 
spiritual capacity would become a more valuable and helpful person 
to listen, 


Imim then revealed the reasons for not being supported by 
people, He announced that the root of all problems and failures 
concerning his reforms and reformative plans was hidden in the 
people’s ignorance and their blind following of the treacherous clite 


More Explanation on the Roots of the Problem 


On one occasion Imam “Ali (a.s,) spoke in front of his relatives 
and a group of the elite about his problems, stating more openly 
than before the reasons of the disturbance (in Kafa), elucidating its 
origins and revealing the reasons for disunity in the Islamic 
community of that time. He explained why people were not consistent 
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with his reformative planning, did not tolerate the government and 
sovereignty based on the Prophetic path (sfra) and tradition (senna) 
and did not support his policies. Then Imam began his insightful 
speech with the following words of the Holy Prophet (5.aw.): 


MW Jbsussai polls KE GuIL Spt iyi 
What I fear most for you are two things: the following of vain 
desires and extending of hopes.' 


He (a.s.) then explicitly stated that the political disturbances that 
had caused disunity in the Muslim community and created factions 
and division are rooted in moral corruptions, egoism and desires 


SR a 5S ys Ui 


Surely the causes of seditions (and conspiracies) in which the 
Divine Law is disobeyed and men rule over other men are the 
following of desires and laws that are innovated? 


Imam (a.s.) indicates that egoism, desire and self-centrism bring 
baseless and anti-religious innovations under the cover of religion; 
and it is through this approach that blind factionalism is founded, 
moral disturbances grow into cultural turmoil, and eventually wind 
up in political and social seditions and rebellions, It is in such cases 
that the perpetrators in order to justify their goals and to spread the 
seditions, misuse the truth and pretend to support it, Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) 
warns: 

3 Bal USF i, Sst Se] alt J Ga 

Sig Nia yay Eg Ula ya BEY ES) ee 


ist 


Verily, if the truth becomes purified and manifest, there will be 
no differences and if falsehood becomes manifest, it will not 
be hidden from the wise, However, (what is dong) is that some 
from this and some from that are taken (and mixed),* 

4, See 2/4, b 74 

2, Ibid, 

4, Ibid, 


90 Imam Ali and Political Leadership 


By these words, Imam (a.s.) actually delineated the cultural 
features of his time and drew attention to the fact that uuth and 
falsehood had been intertwined in the past and those who had 
promoted falsity pretended truthfulness to achieve their false goals. 
As a result, after the lapse of one generation, innovations that were 
presented were regarded as tradition. Now that he (a.s.) intended to 
expose the features of falsehood and to rightly clarify the aspects of 
truth, it would be extremely difficult to do so, because people did 
not realize the depth of the tragedy. 


Imam ‘Ali (as) quoted as saying from the holy Prophet (s.a.w:) 
who had predicted and mentioned that such an atmosphere will 


occur after him: 


Stee his Bt 


Verily, T heard the Messenger of God (s.a.w,) say: “How 
would you be when a sedition would encompasses you? 
Such that the children would turn to adults and the 
adults would turn old. People would act according to 
them and adopt them as traditions to the extent that if 
one of them is changed, they would cry out that the 
tradition (sunnah) is changed!”! 


It is a wonder that the Prophetic doctrines had settled in people’s 
minds, tongues, and beliefs so reversely that when someone like 
Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) who was a clear manifestation of truth and was a 
truth-centered personality intends to reform and rectify the minds 
and thoughts of the people, they cry that ‘the tradition has been 
changed!’, and so on. 


Were any fundamental reforms, essential changes and restoring 
the Muslim community back to the sma of the Prophet (3.aw.) 
possible in such an atmosphere? Thus, in these words and after his 
introductory statement, Imam (a.s.) returned to the main issue and 
candidly talked about innovations and stated part of these 


| Ibid. 
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innovations imposed on the sua. He painfully unveiled what the 
former statesmen and authorities had bequeathed people, asserting 
that he could no longer do anything else because if he would not 
hold on to this cultural transformation and carry on the campaign 
against cultural deviations, the troops would disperse and he would 
be left alone, Here are the Imam’s painful words: 


Ses AS gt 2 TS avai 5 
If I force people to abandon their own customs (what they 
practice now) and restore the traditions to their original state 
and to the way they were during the Prophet's (s.a.w.) era, my 
troops will scatter and I will be left alone or with only a few of 
my followers 


Expressing Grievances, an Ultimatum to all 

During the last months of Imam ‘Ali’s rule, his life was hard, 
painful and unbearable. The tribulations, rebellious, lootings and 
stubbornness of the enemies made his life difficult, In a lengthy and 
exciting speech that he delivered for relatives and closed ones, he 
reiterated what he had told earlier to Kumayl ibn Ziyad in the desert. 
By explaining the situation for them, he left no excuse for any one, 
the elites or the common people. 


In this speech, known as the Sermon of Disparagement and 
Threatening (Kbutbah al-Qasi'a)' which was delivered afier the battle 
of Nahrawan, Imam stated very important and fundamental points 
as to how and why prelslamic religious revolutions ended in failure 
and he precisely predicted the future history of Islam, 

With the Elite (al-Khawas) 

In his eloquent words, Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) described the destiny of 
Satan that he had worshipped God for six thousand years, and with 
references to his high status [before his rejection], he (a.s.) points to 
the elite who enjoyed good accounts in their services to Islam and 
warns them lest they end up in a destiny similar to that of Satan: 


1. Nak al-Ralaghab, Sermon 192 
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pdiaal of al 532 alate He 


Therefore, O servants of God, beware of Satan infecting you 
with his disease or leading you astray through his call. 
He then explains that the only way to avoid this destiny is to give 
up groundless prejudices, factional tendencies, and vindictiveness 
rooted in the age of ignorance, and seeking undeserved superiority 


a Bal a past 


Extinguish what is hidden in your hearts of the fires of 
prejudice and the grudges of the age of ignorance, as this 
vanity and self conceit can only exist in a Muslim by the 
(astute) machinations of Satan, his haughtiness, mischief and 
whisperings, Practice humbleness, to trample selépride under 
your feet and to cast off vanity from your necks? 


Warning the Masses 


When cminent figures of the community, the political and 
cultural manipulators, and those of ethnic, and ideological 
reputation get involved in prejudiced clashes, they make use of 
means such as enflaming disturbances within the people and the 
communities and thus lead the society into the fire of disunity. 


As well, in his sermon, Imam “Ali (as.) insistently enjoins the 
people to refuse obeying their dignitaries and elite, in case they 
would not give up their arrogance and persist on their haughtiness 
arrogance and sedition, They should not follow their illegitimate 
objectives and should be heedful of the fact that all seditions, 
corruptions and abnormalities are rooted in their positions: 


1. Ibid. 
2. Ibid. 
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petty IG Uke Fy hit 5 at sly Gl BLT hs 


verge Je dat 
Beware and avoid obeying your leaders and elders who felt 
proud over their lineage and boasted over their descent, .they 
are the main sources of obstinacy and main pillars of 
mischief... They are the roots of vice and people of 
disobedience, Satan has made them as the carriers of 
misguidance and the troops with whom he attacks men.! 
Imam then gave an enlightening explanation of what was stated, 
Afterwards, he proceeded to make a very important political and 
ethical discussion about social interaction and behavior. He talked 
about the difficult Divine trials aimed at training the human beings, 
stressing that life's various misfortunes and difficulties are in line 
with the spiritual construction of man and to purify him of moral 
vices, particularly selfishness, arrogance and haughtiness just as God 
Almighty has ordained prayers, fasting and alms for such purposes, 
He (a.s.) then enjoined people to delve into history, deliberate on 
events and take lessons from the fates of the religious revolutions to 
find out how they had ended, and recognize the impact of disparity 
and disunity on the failures in religious calls, lest the haughtiness 
and egoism of the elite and the influential along with the people's 
unaware obedience would lead the Islamic government to 3 destiny 
similar to that of previous revolutions, 
In this part of his speech, Imam (a.s.) gives an explicit warning 
and issues an ultimatum to the elite and the influential: 


Sy pall dl Gee belly Mi SS ye pSial Lal Xv 


DEM GeO 8 AV, ah] YG Sale wb et 
Indeed, you have shaken off your hands from the rope of 
obedience and broken the divine fortress around you by 
(resorting to) prefslamic laws, You should know that you have 


1 Ibid, 
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again reverted to the position of the Bedouin after the 
immigration (to Islam) and have become different parties after 
having been once united, You do not possess anything of 
Islam except its name and know nothing of faith other than its 
form! 
“The Danger of Abandoning the ‘Enjoining Good and Forbidding Wrong’ 
From the viewpoint of Imm ‘Ali (a.s.) the enjoining to do good and 
forbidding them from doing any wrong are among the major elements 
in the continuation of an Islamic revolution. The establishment of all 
human and Islamic values is directly related to this duty. If this 
obligation is forgotten, valucs will also be forgotten and once the 
Islamic community turns its back on religious values and takes refuge in 
other than Islam, it will lose Divine assistance and fail in its battle 
against foreign enemies, and a government based on the teachings of 
Muhammad (s.a.w,) and ‘Ali (as. will thereby be defeated, the devils 
will dominate the Islamic Community and the prayers of the pious will 
not be answered. 


Tina (a.s;) goes on to say further in the sermon of al-Qasi'a 
regarding this same issue: 


iss bus ye pe 
x isl Be Jo Dy Spall Ky 253 lal Vs Sst 


Riese Adda Si 


Wee eects at oe 


walt so Ly tie 


PSA ng 
Be sure that if you incline towards anything other than Islam, 
the disbelievers will fight against you. Then neither Gabriel nor 
Michael nor the Mubajirin or Ansar will help you, you will 
draw swords against each other, until Allah settles the matter 
for you 


1 Ibid 
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Certainly, there are examples before you of God's wrath, 
punishment, days of tribulations and happenings. Therefore 
do not disregard His warnings due to ignorance of it or taking 
light His Wrath, or feeling immune from His punishment, for 
God the Glorified did not curse people of the past except 
because they had abandoned enjoining good and forbidding 
wrong, In fact, Allah cursed the foolish for commiting sins 
and the clement because they gave up forbidding wrong! 


The Holy Prophet (s.a.w.), prior to Imam ‘Ali (a.s), had also 
warned people of this danger in the following words 


Wed Bal 2 tyes Ga ply did 


GaN 5a patty opthel vy SLE, ete 
© People! Verily God says to you: Command people 10 do 
good and forbid them from wrong, or else you will pray, but | 
do not answer your prayer and you ask Me but I do not grant 
you and you seek My assistance but I do not assist you 


The danger of abandoning the enjoining to do good and 
forbidding the wrong in regard to the continuance of the Islamic 
revolution is so serious that Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) warned people about it 
until the last moments of his life, saying in the last sentence of his 
testament: 


Do not abandon the enjoining of good and forbidding the 
wrong, or else the villains would dominate over you, then 
when you pray, you will not be answered.” 
‘After drawing attention to the dangers that await the future of the 
nation because of abandoning the enjoining good and forbidding 


1. Ibid 
2. Mica al-Hikma, vol. 8, p. 3708, h, 12927 
3, See, The Encyclopedia of Amir at Mu'mnintn, val. 7, p.255, by 2961 
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wrong and turning away from the [Islamic] values, Imam ‘Ali (a..) 
goes on to say in the sermon of a/-Qaji'a that the Islamic community 
is facing this problem at the present time, Therefore, if it is not 
cured, people must be expecting the dominance of the villains and 
the wicked over them: 


fase Sal S5ja2 he, pL SS Ebi S91 
Indeed! You have broken the ties of Islam, transgressed its 
limits and destroyed its rules.’ 


Indeed, refraining from obeying the wise and a truthsecking 
leader, breaking through the stronghold of religion by following pre- 
Islamic tendencies and behaviors and leaving meritocracy, solidarity, 
harmony and empathy by yielding to disunity and satanic 
pomposity, contenting oneself with grandiose titles, towing behind 
only the titles of truth, faith and Islam (neglecting their essence); 
abandoning the practice of enjoining good and forbidding wrong, 
not practicing Divine sanctions, annihilating religious ordinances 
and so forth are all causes of failure, defeat, falling into hardships, 
and consequently being ruined and witnessing the satanic dominance 
of the enemy, and so on, 


3, Equality in Distribution 


Human beings very ofien fall into the trap of material and 
worldly inclinations and attractions, If one gets accustomed to 
worldly indulgence and fills his life up with worldly provisions and 
concerns himself with its pleasure and comfort, then it will be 
difficult for him to part himself from them, 


After the Messenger of God (s.a.w.) and during the reign of the 
[first] three caliphs, one of the wrong policies pursued was bribing 
and alluring the reputed figures and discrimination in favor of the 
related elites, In this way many who did not deserve such lofty 
positions were lifted high in rank and others were unrightfully 
degraded and tyrannized. 


1. Nal at Balaghab, Sermon 192. 
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Imam (a.s.), as he stated in one of his early sermons, intended to 
eliminate this appalling class discrimination and disorder in 
enjoyment of the privileges.' 


It was evident that this policy would stimulate many people 
against Imam (as) and they —mainly consisting of the elite and 
reputed figures would in turn pull many of the common people 
behind them by various tricks in order to justify their opposition 
and to hide the secret of their parting from ‘Ali (a.s.), 


It was for this reason that many of Imam ‘Ali's (a.s,) advocates 
frequently asked him to give up this policy and forget about the 
chieftains, influential political figures and pompous persons who 
enjoyed special economic privileges for a time and temporarily and 
that he should not confront them and their indulgence, Nonetheless, 
he (a.s,) found the suggestions in conflict with the principles and 
fundamentals of his government and therefore rejected them, He 
regarded these suggestions as somehow abandoning the goals and 
ideals of an Islamic state and so he refused them 


Here are some examples of such suggestions and the Imam’s 
responses to them: 


1. Itis reported in the book atGharat that: 
“Ali (as.) was complaining to Malik al-Ashtar of the people’s 
flight toward Mu'awiya, Al-Ashtar said: “O Commander of 
the Faithful! We fought against the people of the Battle of 
Jamal in the company of Basrans and Kifans whe were all 
unanimous in their opinions, but then they differed, bred 
enmity and their intentions slackened and justice failed. And 
you call them to justice, treat them righteously, and take back 
the rights of the weak from the wealthy who in your views 
have no superiority over the weak, 

‘Many of them, who were with you when they were treated as 
such, began to grieve and became sad with this justice, As for 
Mu'awiya, his gifts were with the opulent. People’s soul 
yearned towards the worldly gains, Those who are not 
infatuated with the world are very few; many of them are the 


1. See 2/1, bh. 62 
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ones who discard the truth, go along with falsehood and prefer 
the worldly gains. If you are munificent toward them, they will 
be drawn toward you and become benevolent to you and their 
friendship will purely belong to you, May God settle your 
affair (O Commander of the Faithful) and terminate your 
enemy, disperse their assembly, nullify their plots and slacken 
their efforts, as He knows what He does.” 

In response to him, ‘Ali (as) thanked God and praised him, 
and said: "As for what you said that my manners and character 
are based on justice, verily, God says: “Whoever acts righteossy, it 
is for bis one sou, and whoever dows el, it iso its detriment, and 
your Lord isnot gyrannical to the servants" and Lam more fearful 
that I may have been negligent in what you said. 

‘As for what you said that they found the truth too heavy and 
thas turned away from us, God knows that they did not tum 
away from us due to our tyranny. When they did tum away, 
they were not called forth to justice; [rather] they sought 
nothing but the transient world that they had been parted 
from it, and on the Resurrection Day, they will be called to 
account whether they sought worldly gains or acted for the 
sake of God. 

As for being munificent to men and buying them off, actually 
we are not able to give away out of public assets to people 
beyond what they deserve, as God has rightfully said: “How 
many a small party has overcome a large party by Allah's will?* 

He Almighty chose Muhammad (sa.w,) as a Prophet and he 
was alone and after a while he turned his few followers into 
multitudes and raised his party to power after being 
humiliated. If God wishes to assign us to a task, He would 
smooth out the difficulties and would ease the hardships (for 
us too|. I approve all that of your ideas in which there is the 
pleasure of God; you are the most trustworthy of my 
companions, and the most trusted, the most benevolent, and 
the most discerning of them to me 


1, Qur'an, 1046. [All translations of the Qur'an are from the translation of Sayyid Ali 
{Qui Qara’s, The center for Translation of the Holy Qur'an, 205, Qum, Iran] 


2. Qur'an, 
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2. In the same book, Rabi'a and ‘Ammara are quoted as saying 

A group of ‘Als (as.) companions went to him and said: "O 
Commander of the Faithful, give these riches away, and give 
the noble and the dignitaries of the Arabs and Quraysh 
superiority over the non-Arab liberated ones and also [give 
preference and advantage| to those opposition you fear their 
harm.” 
Rabi‘a Said: “They said this because Mu'awiya treated those 
who went to him in this way”. ‘Ali (as) said to them: “Do you 
order me to seek victory by means of tyranny? By God, | 
would not do that as long as the sun keeps rising, and a star is 
shining in the sky. By God, if these riches belonged to me, | 
would treat them equally, how is it possible when they are the 
public properties.”! 


3. Sahl ibn Hunayf, Imam ‘Ali's (a.s) governor in Madina sent him a 

letter reporting that a group of Madinans had joined Mu'awiya. Imam 

wrote in reply: 
“Now, I have come to know that certain persons from your 
side are stealthily going over to Mu‘awiya. You should not 
worry if the number of your men is reduced and their help is 
lost, Indeed they have joined misguidance and you have been 
relieved of them, They are running away from guidance and 
truth and advancing towards blindness and ignorance. They 
are seckers of this world and are proceeding to it and are 
leaping towards it. They have known justice, seen it, heard it 
and appreciated it. They have realized that here, to us, all men 
are equal in the matter of right. Therefore, they ran away to 
selfishness and partiality. Let them remain remote and far 
away from the merey of Allah. By Allah, surely they have not 
gone away from oppression and haye not joined justice. In this 
matter, we only beseech Allah to resolve for us the hardships 
and to level for us its unevenness, if Allah wills; Wassalam!” 


4. Ayoidance of Using Unlawful Means in the Enforcement of Commands 


An ideal human society, as it must be, is a society full with human 
values. It is a society in which law and justice create relations or break 


1. See 5/10, b. 229 
2, See The Engilopedia of Amir atMe wsinin, vol. 7, p. (71 (Nakjat-Balaghab, Lewer 70) 
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them, extinguish rebellions and rectify abnormalities. However, it is 
evident that achieving such a stage in human society is very difficult. 
What was the kind of society that Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) ruled over? What 
were people's tendencies at its public level? How were the 
inclinations and efforts of people basically determined? 


The community during those days had been ruled by others for 25 
years, Those governments faced, towards the final years, rebellions, 
criticisms and confrontations, and in return reacted with violence, 
severe confrontations, punishments, and occasional imprisonments, 
rortures and atrocities. 


The general public was not rightly familiar with the law and its 
significance so the rulers ruled over people in this milieu, The rulers, 
whenever encountered with people’s wrongdoing, right from the 
beginning practiced force, violence and dominance instead of 
resorting to them as @ final solution 


In the Umayyad policy, ends justify the means and the politicians 
use any tools, even illegitimate ones for implementing their policies, 
plans and orders, The leader of such policy speaks to some in a 
language of allurement and to others through threatening and still to 
some others by means of deception, Mu'awiya did rule over Sham by 
means of such policies and perhaps the maintenance of the interests 
of Sham demanded doing sol! 


What should Imam ‘Ali (as,) do when in his doctrines, the use of 
illegitimate means to implement his policies is not permissible and 
the people's leader speaks solely by means of explanation, elucidation 
and instruction, does not use words of allurement deception, threat, 
or violence; and how should he bring the people who had been 
accustomed to these methods, back to the right way? 


Surprisingly, the public masses of Sham indisputably used to obey 
Mu'awiya without receiving anything from him simply and just 
because he used the means of the policy of imposture, allurement 
and threat. The public masses of Kafa however, did not obey the 
Imam, even though they were not deprived of material interests. In 
this regard Imam said: 
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Is it not strange that Mu'awiya calls out to some rude, low 
people and they follow him without receiving any support or 
grant, but when I call you, although you are the successors of 
Islam and the (worthy) survivors of the people, to help and 
grant you, you scatter away from me and oppose me? 

Imam (a\s,) knew well that the society was not at a level of 
understanding to grasp his heart-rending and suspicion-free words, 
He knew that he could make many, including some dignitaries, obey 
him through violence and threat and put things in order even 
though temporarily, but he refused to do so and said: 


Loco bed, ial phd aco’ cieeghl jul nol 25 SINT 
bp Sil ge Seley Saaieoi ake 

Indeed, yesterday 1 was the Commander of the Faithful, but 

today I am commanded and until yesterday | was dissuading 

people (from wrong acts), but today Iam being dissuaded, You 


have now shown that you only love to live in this world and it 
is not for me to force you to what you dislike? 


In the policy of Imam ‘Ali (a.s.), achieving goals is rightful only 
when people think freely and accept the reform plans and submit to 
them without any obligation, Imam (as,) never deemed it right to 
make people accept what he viewed as truthful and proper by 
resorting to the sword, violence and to force them to obey him. At 
the end, it is people who would finally choose a way which they are 
attached to. 

In other words, if Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) had been asked why people had 
left him alone, he would have answered; “I was not willing to force 
them to obedience by the language of the sword. And they were 
regretfully not in a position to appreciate this path [my rule] and 
submit to it for some cultural reasons and due to the social structure 
that has been imposed on them and they have been accustomed to.” 


1. See 5/10, h. 245 (Nab abBalaghah, Sermon 180) 
2 The Encyclopedia of Amtr alMuc'mintn, vol. 6, p. 191, b, 2517 
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Imam (as. believed that problems of a government could be 
temporarily solved by violence, but such sovereignty and rule would 
no longer be that of Imam ‘Ali’s (a.s.). He has frequently stated this 
fact as follows 


kabel St hha u ty gb 


BL, 


© People of Kufa! Do you think I do not know what can 
rectify you? Yes indeed. But I do not like to rectify you by 
corrupting myself! 


And then he said: 


ab thle gan hie! Hee yy pt 
T know that what rectifies you is the sword, but I do not seek 
to rectify you by corrupting myself, After me, however, a tough 
authority will dominate over you." 


[mdm ‘Ali (a.s.) asserted that he knew how to confront people and 
subjugate them by means of violence and sword and was able to 
straighten their crookedness with a sword and to force the rebels to 
obedience, but he refused to do so. He said: “Correcting you by 
resorting to violence would cost a price, (ie, ruining the moral 
yalues) and 1 am not willing to pay such a price. This would neither 
be compatible with my disposition nor with my philosophy of 
governing, But you should know that after me a hard time will be 
awaiting you. With such manners and acts, you pave the way for the 
rule of those who would not have mercy on you and would not talk 
to you except by the language of the sword 


oY apt jaiy Salary 
You will not be rectified (© people of Iraq!) except 
shall humiliate you, and God will humiliate him too.” 


aliely Sil 


y he who 


1. See 4/9, b 447, 
See ¥/10, hh. 489, 


Rubi’ abAbrar, vol. 4, p: 280 
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Imam ‘Ali’s (a.s.) Predictions Coming True 


Finally, Imam (as) departed people while having been unjustly 
treated by them and complaining about them: 


ly tyes as SI 


Weticsis a, 


Fes KANG 
People before me used to complain of the oppression of their 
rulers but now I have to complain of the wrongful actions of 
my subjects... 

He had told people that their wrongdoing towards the just leader 
would be as dangerous to the community as the wrongdoing of an 
oppressive leader, and a community that does not observe the rights 
of a just leader and refuses obedience, solidarity and empathy to him 
who is most deservedly entitled to such rights— will be entangled in 
commotion and burn in the fire of decline: 


Silas sgh 
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situ pit g Seay 
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And if the subjects come to dominate over the ruler, or the 

ruler oppresses the subjects, differences will arise among them, 

signs of oppression will appear, mischief will enter religion 

and the tradition will be forgotien. Then desires are acted 

upon, the religious commands are discarded, diseases of the 

spirit. become numerous, great rights will remain idle, 

falsehood will be practiced, In such circumstances, the 

virtuous are humiliated, the wicked are honored and the 
chastisements of God Almighty towards people will be severe” 

Thirty four years after the martyrdom of Imam ‘Ali (a.s.), his 
prediction about the Kafans came true. In the caliphate of ‘Abdul 
Malik ibn Marwan, a group of Kharijites called “Azariga” rose up in 


1. See: The Enayclopedia of Amir atsMu'minin, vol. 9, po 474, b. 4147, 4748 (Nabj al 
Balaghab, Aphorism 261) 


2. See 6/2, h. 30s, 
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the Ahwaz region against the central government, The only place that 
could dispatch military troops to the fronts was Kafa, but the people 
did not comply and refused to go to battle. In an inciting sermon, 
"Abdul Malike sought a solution from his dignitaries and close 
companions, by asking them: 
Fe Obey Chl ay ee bh oats oad 

Who will volunteer against them with a cutting sword and a 

piercing spear?! 

All remained silent. Hajjaj ibn Yusuf who had recently suppressed 
‘Abdullah ibn Zubair in Mecca stood up and declared his readiness, 
but ‘Abdul Malik did not accept. Referring to the difficulty of 
dispatching troops to the Ahwaz front, he asked them to choose 
volunteers ftom among their most powerful troops to Iraq for the 
battle against the Azariga army, Tere again, the only one who 
volunteered was Llajjaj ibn Yosuf, 

Interestingly, ‘Abdul Malik wonders how Hajjaj wants to have 
such rebellious and unsteady people to obey, and thus asked him: 


$5955 SI B08, TT yl JO} 
Every commander has instruments ancl leashes. What are your 
instruments and leashes? 


And Hajjaj replied, “The tongue of the sword and the instruments 
of violence!” He would talk to them with the language of the sword 
and would raise whips of violence, He said that he would spread the 
policy of threat and allurement and by doing this he would uproot 
the opposition: 


enue goals 


PSE oA 
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I will destroy anyone who fights against me and honor anyone 

who shall approach me. I will chase anyone who runs away 


from me, harm anyone who resists me and trace those who 
turn their back on me, so when I find them, I will kill them. 


Lal Patab, vol. 7,8, p. 3 
2. al Futib, vol. 7, po 4b. 3 
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These are indeed my instruments, Saw your friend with your 
dithams (gold coins) and reap those who are hostile to you 
with your sword.! 

“Abdul Malik approved this policy and in 74 AH /887 CE he 
appointed Hajjaj as the govemor of Kufa and Basra, In his first 
encounter with them and in a warning sermon to the people Hajjaj said 

“Verily L see heads ripe enough to be plucked ‘and I am 
undertaking this task: It seems as if I am looking at blood 
gushing out of the turbans and the beards. 

Know that I will not promise anything, unless I carry it out to 
fall term; I do not utter anything unless I fulfill ig, I will not 
come close unless | find out and will not stay far unless I hear. 
Therefore, avoid shouting, gatherings, demonstrations, playing 
champions and listening to every individual! What is 
happening to you, O people of Iraq? O separatists? O people 
of hypocrisy and yulgar morals? Verily you are inhabitants of a 
town that [God said] was secure and peaceful, Its provision 
came abundantly from every place, but it was ungrateful 
toward God’s blessings, so He made it taste hunger and fear 
because of what they used to do," 

Know that my sword will soon be satiated by your blood and 
it will peel off your skin, Therefore, whoever wishes, should 
preserve his blood!"* 


Leal 

2 Quran, 16:12 

3. abFutih, wol. 7 8 8 p. 810, Mas'adt has said 
Lajiaj died at the age of 34 in the region of Wasi, [raq im 9s AH/719 CE. lle 
ruled for twenty yeats and the number of people who wete killed [during his 
reign] in batiles or due to their being tostured, were up to 120000, At the ume of 
his death, soo men and 30000 women, including 16000 girls, were in his 
prisons 
He used to keep men and women in the same place, His prisons did not have 
roofs, so the prisoners could not keep away from the heat of the sun in summer 
time and the rain and cold in, winter time, His other methods of tortures are 
described in my (ie. Mas‘udi’s] other books, lt is reported that one day he 
mounted his borse to go to the Friday prayer. He heard moans, so he asked 
what it was, He was told; "Ihe prisoners are moaning and complaining of their 
hardships.” 1fe went towards thei and said: Be gone iw i, ama do not speak to Me! 
[Qur’n, 2108] 
It is said that Hajjaj died on this same Friday 
horse after this. (Mur) alDhahab: vol. 3, p. 115) 


"uth, vol, 7, p.8, h. 4 


nel he never again mounted 
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From the very first time, Hajjaj showed in his speech that death 
would be flowing out of his eyes and blood shall be shed from his 
sword, He talked to the Kufans with the harshest words and the most 
degrading epithets and revealed the ending of rebellions, openly 
stating that he would quench his sword with the blood of those 
disobeying him and intending to be haughty towards him. After this 
horrifying speech, characterized with blood dripping from his every 
word, he issued a statement, which was announced to the public in 
every quarter and district: 


SIS any Lonel oyad EE yh lead ye SS gue Whe LST INT 


tie Seyi 
“Be informed that we gave the companions of Muhlab a 
respite of three days, whomever we catch alter that, his 
punishment will be the decapitation of his head,”" 


In order to show that the statement would definitely be 
implemented, he quickly ordered his disciplinary commander and 
doorman Ziyad ibn ‘Urwa to have a number of his troops patrol 
4round town, recruiting people to be dispatched to the war front and 
to kill those who hesitated or refused. 

In this way, all the troops who had abandoned Muhlab ibn Magra 
- the commander of the troops against Azaraga— returned to the 
battle front and not even one person lagged behin 


“Abdul Malik was able to suppress all the opponents of the central 
government by implementing the policy of threat and allurement 
throughout the society and then set out for Hajj pilgrimage with a 
peaceful mind in 75 Ab/69q CE. al-Ya‘qubt wrote: 
cal che aU So dy OL Coboy SW tod pS oy 
FS Rabel oe he laa ly dhe 
When things were settled in favor of ‘Abdul Malik and the 
ities were controlled and calm and there was no place in need 
of control or being taken care of, he left for Hajj pilgrimage in 
the year 75 ALL. 


1. at-Futap, vol. 8 8, p10. 
2. al Pati, vol. 7 8, p13. 
4. Tarikh abYa'yibi, vol. 2, 278 
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This kind of reform, which was based on subjugating the people 
and creating peace under the glittering of swords, was the kind of 
reform whose price in Imam ‘Ali's view was the corruption of the 
reformer and he was not willing to approve such ‘reformation’ of the 
society. He could not yield to a policy that would solve the problems 
of the state to the cost of ruining human values. 


What is the need for messengers, divine leaders and a person like 
Ali, in a society which resorts to this type of solution for the 
problem? What need do they have for Divine leaders and what need 
is there for ‘Ali (a.s.)? In such politics, the government of Imam ‘Ali 
(a.8,) is meaningless, Anyone who possesses power and impudence in 
action, puts aside compassion, discards human wisdom, abandons 
moral virtues and appeals to whatever enforces his dominance, can 
rule, 


However, in Imam ‘Ali's (a.s.) government it is values that are 
fundamental. He is not willing by any means to sacrifice human and 
Islamic values. A government in which values are sacrificed and 
human values and criteria are beheaded in the slaughterhouse of 
statesmanship is a Satanic and Umayyad government. These kinds of 
governments will not be an [mam ‘Ali's (as.) government, even 
though it might carry bebind it the name of ‘Ali (a.s.) and Islam. 


It must also be added that in today's world the policy of sword, 
force and violence is no longer efficient. Military equipment is 
gradually losing its efficacy and statesmen are basing their systems of 
governments on new foundations, Human values are now being 
wiped away in a different way in such modern policies, The policy of 
eradicating social justice through economic reforms and crushing the 
feeble is an example. 


5. Peripheral Factors 


What we enumerated so far are the major factors of the people’s 
lassitude and weariness and Imam ‘Ali’s (a,s,) loneliness in the last 
days of his government. Other factors can also be mentioned for the 
people's withdrawal from him, Although they were not as effective as 
the aforementioned factors, they had a conspicuous role in 
humiliating the people. Such factors which we have called ‘peripheral 
factors’ are listed below: 
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A, War against the People of the Qibla 

In the first days of the establishment of his government, Imam 
‘Ali (as.) unfortunately plunged into war; civil war and war against 
the people of the Qibla, The previous wars were entirely against the 
disbelievers, The wars against the disbelievers were unambiguous and 
free of any misconception, But the wars during Imam ‘Ali's (a.s.) 
government which were fought to suppress seditions, reform the 
society and bring it back to the conduct (sra) and tradition (sma) 
of the Prophet (5...) were wars against the people of the Qibla, 
against those who were called Muslims and in cases had good 
reputations with high ranking socio-political profiles. 


That was how the Prophet (5.a.w.) -who had seen these events in 
the mirror of time and had predicted how they would happen— 
regarded these battles as wars based on the interpretation (tail) of 
the Qur'an and confirmed their difficulties.’ 


War against the people of the Qibla was creating lots of 
trepidation in faith for the narrow-minded. They could not correctly 
make up theit minds, so they refused to stay with him (a.s.). This way 
the cunning statesmen whe had problems with Imam (a.s.) justified 
their refusal and raised doubts among the common people, Thus 
from the very beginning the so-called influential personalities such as 
Sa‘d ibn Abi Wagqis, Usama ibn Zaid and ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Umar 
refused to support ‘Ali (as.). When he (as.) asked them about the 
reason for their refusal, Sa‘d ibn Abi Waqqas said: 


Alia 3b EAS I 


ins! 


“T hate to go out to this battle lest I kill a believer. So, if you 
give me a sword that distinguishes a believer from a disbeliever, 


will fight along with you! 


Usama said: 


1. See The Encvelopedia of Amie alM'minte: vol, 5, p. 25 


2. See 1/9, a4 
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“You are the dearest of people to me, but I have made a pledge 
to God not to fight against the people of ‘fa ilaha illa Allah’ 
(those who say, There is no god bet Allah).”' 

And “Abdullah ibn ‘Umar said: 


Lieu LEELA iting 


“Ido not know anything about (the nature of) this battle and | 
ask you not to make me do that which I do not know."? 


Mental readiness of people in accepting such an unjustified doubt 
concerning the prohibition of fighting against the people of the 
Qibla on one hand, and the raising of doubts by those who opposed 
the reform plans of Imam (as), particularly by the propaganda 
network of Mu‘awiya on the other hand, had made the recruiting 
and mobilization of the military forces extremely difficult 
Therefore, Imam was often forced to explain to the people the 
grounds, causes and motives of his stance, In the beginning of the 
emergence of disturbances and when he was forced to fight against 
the perpetrators, Imam said: 

diva Nida LZ Vy cabal al os Sys oe a ss 
Whe EI 8st plally ply 2 


WAS & vig desyisie 


“The door of war has been opened between you and the people 
of the Qibla [other Muslims], This banner will be borne only 
by him who is a man of insight, endurance and knowledge of 
the position of truth. Therefore, go ahead with what you are 
ordered and desist from what you are forbidden, 

Do not make haste in any matter until you have clear 
knowledge of it. For in every matter you dislike, we have 
another solution for it.”* 


Although Imam spared no effort in explaining to people the 
reasons for his stances and the causes of events, it was difficult for 


1 Ibid 
2 Ibid, 


Nabi al-Bulaghah, Sermon 173. 
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many to accept that “Ali (a.s.) was always right, chat he had a resolute 
position, and that Talha, Zubair and ‘A’yisha were always wrong and 
on the false path.! 


B. Soldiers being tired of War without Spoils 


The people of that time, even though they were Muslims and 
ready to set out for battle, by the order of their Divine leaders, but 
they were not on such a high level of culture and predisposition that 
they could be solely God-secking and practice sincerity and devotion. 
Collecting spoils in wars was a strong motivation, especially for those 
who for years had been accustomed to this practice. Now they had to 
remain in the battlefield for days and months, without being able to 
enjoy what they seized [as spoils of war]. 

During the reign of former rulers, they were accustomed to 
gaining spoils in wars and using them, Now, Imam (a.s.) from the 
very beginning of the battle wanted them to keep their hand off 
people’s property and to know that they had no right to keep what 
they scized at the height of the battle. Participating in a batile 
without gaining any spoils was very difficult for the people. 

Most of those who accompanied Imam ‘Ali (as) did not have 
that deep faith and strong insight to think only of God and ‘to wield 
their sword for His sake’ and to have no desite except for God's 
pleasure in their battle against the wicked. In the war, the majority 
were only thinking of their own interests rather than righteousness, 
faith or putting an end to the disturbances. Historical facts state that 
among the most frequent and numerous complaints that were 
brought up in the battles of Nahrawan and Jamal were concerning 
the booties of wars. People were asking why the enemies women were 


not taken as captives and their properties were not divided among 
the soldiers. fbn Abi al-Hadid has quoted this historical event based 
on the consensus of the reporters: 
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1, See The Encyclopedia of Amir al-M'mintn, vol. 5, U2. 
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It is a consensus among the narrators that what ‘Ali (as) 
found in [the Battle of] Jamal, including weapons, riding 
animals, slaves and other things, he divided them among his 
companions, They said to him: “Divide the people of Basta 
between us as slaves.” He (as) said: “No,” Then they said: 
“How can the shedding of their blood be lawful to us, but 
taking them as captives cannot”! 


Le ps pple W JA GSS sighs Y 2 Jue Las, ghee 


When the physical and mental fatigue of the troops who had 
fought for two years without receiving any spoils and financial 
benefits is accompanied with the misconception of the illegitimacy 
of the war against people of the Qibla, along with other factors of the 
Imam's (as.) loneliness, the result would obviously be nothing but 
disobedience, Thus, Imam (as.) faced serious problems in 
controlling and mobilizing his troops towards the end of his 
government. 


C, Losing Eminent Companions 


He who manages a society and leads the people is in dire need of 
competent staff and loyal companions among his administrators in 
order to enable him to overcome problems and resolve complicated 
social intricacies. The presence of self-sacrificing talented and 
dedicated wise men that support the leader by making sacrifices in 
challenging situations is greatly effective in the managing of the 
society. The role of such people in removing ambiguities, delivering 
messages, explaining situations and motivating the forces, those who 
could indirectly actualize the strategies of the leader in society is 
extremely significant. Amid the battle of Siffin, the impact of the 
sermons and valorous speeches delivered by such companions like 
Malik al-Ashtar, Hashim ibn Mirqdl and others is evident and attests 
to this. 


1, See The Encyclopedia of Amir atMuminta, v0l, 5, p. 18 
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It is unfortunate that Imam ‘Ali (a.s)) did not enjoy the company 
of such persons toward the end of his government, The most 
outstanding of his (a.s.) companions who were eloquent explainers 
and advocates of his path were no longer present, The absence of 
Malik al-Ashtas, ‘Ammar, Hashim ibn Mirqal, Muhammad ibn Abi 
Bakr, ‘Abdullah ibn Badil, Zaid ibn Suhan and others who were 
among the companions of Imam ‘Ali (a.s,) was sadly felt, No longer 
was it possible to hear those passionate, encouraging and stimulating 
sermons among the troops. On the other hand, there were many evil- 
minded, misleading and  ill-hearted individuals who raised 
difficulties and spread apathy. 


It is due to such an atmosphere of chaos, sedition and 
insubordination that Imam (a.s,) remembers with sorrow those 
vigilant, insightful ‘worshippers in the night and fighting lions in the 
day’, who were pioncers in the fields of action and warriors on the 
battlefields, saying: 
Where are those who were invited to Islam and accepted it 
wholeheartedly? Those who read the Qur'an, acted according 
to it and established it in their hearts, Those who were 
exhorted to fight and leapt towards it as a shecamel leaping 
towards its young, drew their swords out of their sheaths and 
svent out and took control of lands in groups and ranks. Some 
of them passed away and some survived. The good news of 
their survival did not please them nor did they condole the 
dead\living in this world would not make them happy as 
departing this transient life could not sadden them). Their eyes 
turned white from weeping, their bellies were emaciated 
because of fasting, their lips were dry because of constant 
praying, their color was pale because of staying awake and their 
faces bore the dust of God-feuring humility. They were my 
comrades who have departed. Therefore, it behooves that we 
long for them (and desire their presence) and bite our 
handls(out ef sorrow) from being separated from ther.’ 


In the end of his painful words, uttered in the last days of his life, 
he sai 


1. Nabj al-Bataghah, Sermon 121 
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Where are my brothers who took the true path and departed 
from the world with righteousness? Where is ‘Ammar? Where 
is Ibn a-Tayyhin?! Where is Dhul-Shahadatayn?” Where are 
those who were like them from among their comrades and had 
pledged themselves to death and whose severed heads were 
gifted to the corrupt [enemies}?* 


Tt must be further added that some of the companions and 
soldiers of Imam ‘Ali (as.) became members of the Khawarij who 
stood up against him after the battle of Siffin, Some of them were 
killed in the Battle of Nahrawan and others retreated (rom society. 
Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) was therefore left totally alone with no combatant 
companions, eloquent speakers and intelligent intellectuals and brave 
indefatigable heroes of the battlefields. 


‘The Peak of the Power of Leadership during Loneliness 


Now, and at the end of this brief analysis, we find it necessary to 
draw the attention of the esteemed readers to a significant point 
regarding the policies of Imam ‘Ali (as.) and his leadership 
approach, which I have not seen to be noticed and raised by any one. 
This point is the authority, power of management and extraordinary 
capability and steadfastness of Imam (a.s.) in leadership, in such a 
time and conditions, and despite all those circumstances as have all 
been explained. 


Historical documents show that ‘Ali (a.s.) has displayed the most 
sublime, the most powerful and the most significant characteristics 
of leadership during the days of his loneliness. Therefore, when we 
say ‘Ali (as.) was alone, it must not be presumed that, due to so 
much disobedience and difficulties that he faced and which can be 
realized through his lamentation and complaints, he went into 


1, Malik ibn Tayyhan al-Ansart was one of the companions (xafiiba) in the Battle of 
Badr and was martyred jn che bactle of Siffin 

2. Khuzayma ibn Thabit alAnsiti, who was present in the Battle of Badr and other 
batiles and was martyred in Silfin. The Holy Prophet (s.aw.) considered his 
testimony as equal to that of two persons 


3, See: The Encyclopedia of Amer al Mutminin, vol. 1, p. 151. (Nabj alBalaghab, 
Sermon 1%2), 
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retreat or left the society. Nor could it be said that during the final 
months of his government he lost the power of leadership and 
management of the society, and until his martyrdom he contented 
himself only with grieving and complaining about the people’s 
disobedience and lack of support and the weakness of the lite. 
Never! 

Historical texts and abundant statements reporting about the code 
of conduct of Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) show that, the most hard-working and 
diligent period of his (as.) government, was during the time of his 
loneliness. Never did despair overwhelm the matchless hero of the 
battlefields and the most sagacious figure of resistance in the 
onslaught of hardships and difficulties. All alone he made reforms, 
delivered great sermons, created enthusiasm and continued with the 
path he had delineated at the very outset of his government to the 
end of his life and never kept quiet or remained idle for even a 
moment. 


In a society where a great part of the elite and influential people 
did not support ‘Ali (as); and the masses who followed them, in an 
atmosphere of misconception and ambiguity about fighting against 
the people of the Qibla and renowned and eminent personalities, 
turned to disobedience and lassitude, the soldiers were exhausted 
from fighting three severe battles without gaining any spoils, and at 
the time when Imam had lost the best of his companions, and when 
the frequent ambushes by the ignorant, wicked and inhumane troops 
of Mu‘awiya and their plundering had wearied the people, Imam 
nevertheless, stood firm, He bravely and persistently pursued the 
mobilization of people against Mu'awiya’s iniquities and 
criminalities. In such surroundings, fraught with disappointment, 
lassitude, and horror, he controlled the people —without resorting to 
violence and brought them again to the battlefront of war against 
Mu'awiya. How much power in leadership, how much strength in 
management and charisma in leadership, ‘Ali (a.s.) must have had to 
be able to stand up in such an environment and to mobilize the 
troops to such an extent... 


‘The last fervent and heroic sermon of Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) delivered 
before re-dispatching the troops to Siffin attests to the above claim 
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Nawf Bukali described the outer appearance of Imam at the time of 

delivering his exciting sermon along with the way he arrayed the 

troops: 
The Commander of the Faithful (a.s,) delivered this sermon to 
us in Kafa while standing on a rock set up by Ja‘da son of 
Hubayra al-Makhzumi, He was wearing a woolen garment, his 
sword-belt was made of palm tree filaments and so were the 
slippers he was wearing. The trace of prostration on his 
forehead was like the callus on the camel’s knees. 


Nawf goes on to say that in the end of his speech, Imam (a.s.) 
shouted with a loud voice: 


BIS Shy NST i tlle ng 15 dbl She Syl vSleL 


cue 
Jihad, Jihad (struggle, struggle), © servants of Allah! By Allab, I 
am preparing the army today, He who desires to. proceed 
towards Allah, let him go forth. 


Then, concerning the organization and arraying of the troops he 

reports: 
‘The Commander of the Faithful (as) then allocated Husain 
(a.s) over (a force of) ten thousand; Qays ibn Sa'd over ten 
thousand; Aba Ayyub al-Angari over ten thousand and others 
with different numbers, He was ready to return to Siffin, but it 
was before the Friday when Ibn Muljam carried out his fatal 
strike. As a result, the armies came back and we were left like 
sheep that had lost their shepherd, while wolves were snatching 
them away from all sides,' 


According to what was said, the painful utterances of Imam ‘Ali 
(as) and his frequent complaints about his companions were not 
due to his weakness, failure in leadership and managing people, 
rather instead of using the language of violence and sword for 
gaining authority over people, he used this language to motivate 
them. 


1, Nabj alBalaghab, Sermon 182. Also cf The Emoydopedia of Ami? alMu’minin, 
vol, p. 167 
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As explained above, the mobilization of a great numbers of troops 
in less than a week (the same week before his martyrdom) indicates 
his superb capability in mobilizing masses on one hand, and the 
success of his (a.s.) policies on the other. 


“What was presented here was a glimpse at the background, reasons 
and causes of the people’s lassitude in such a period of time, as well 
as a delineation of Imam ‘Ali's (a.s.) way of conduct in administeri 
a state 


ering 


In conclusion, we beseech Almighty Allah to grant us success to 
derive benefit from ‘Ali's (as) radiating Divine knowledge and the 
everlasting doctrines of the Ahlul Bayt (as.). 
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Chapter One 
Allegiance of Light 


1 
The Date of Allegiance to the Imam 


Historians and hagiographers have differed in determining the 
accurate date of the people's pledge of allegiance to Imam ‘Ali (a. 
Some hold that on the same day which ‘Uthman was killed people 
swore allegiance to the Imam (a.s.).' Others believe that the allegiance 
to the Imam took place several days after the murder of ‘Uthman 
This interval, varying from one to five days, is a matter of 


disagreement among the historians, 

It is reported in some historical sources that the allegiance to ‘Ali 
{a.s.) was sworn on Friday 25" of Dhil Hijja, which people is 
supposed to be the same day that 'Uthman was killed? 

Finally, according to what* Ibn Abi al-Hadid quoted his teacher 
Aba Ja‘far Iskafi? and based on what is reported in Tarikh Dimashg 


1, ablsti‘ab, vol, 3, p. 21%, h. 1895, Murij atDhabab, vol, 2, p. 358, Tavikh alTabari, 
vol, 4, p. 436, atKamil fralTartkh, vol. 2, p. 30s. 

nis narrated in the above volumes that: "People presumed that allegiance to the 
Imam took place the day ‘Uthman was killed.” alMustadrak ‘Ais al Sabrbayn, 
vol, 3, p. 123, b. 4504. Tt is reported in this volume that, “It is said that the 
allegiance to Tmam took place afier ‘Uthmin was killed’ 

It is reported in some sources that the allegiance took place one day after the 
Killing of Uthman, CE, Ansab alAsbraf vol. 3, p.7, Other sources state that the 
allegiance was sworn three days later. Cf, alsMustadrak ‘ala alSabibayn: vol. 3, 
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and Yadbkirat al-Khawass', people swore allegiance to the Imam on 
Friday Dhil Hija 18, 35 AH/June 12, 656 CE. 


In my opinion, this last view is closer to reality; for besides being 
asserted by the foregoing sources, it is compatible with the view 
of those who identify the date of allegiance to the Imam with the 
date of the murder of ‘Uthman, since according to the most 
authentic traditions, ‘Uthman was murdered on the 18" of Dhil 
Hija? 

On the other hand, considering the political circumstances of the 
Islamic society of that time and the exclusive situation of Imam ‘Ali 
(a), to claim that there was an interval of time between ‘Uthman’s 
murder and the appointing of a new leader is far from reality. 


1/2 
People’s Freedom in Electing the Imam 


1, Imam ‘Ali (as.), in a letter to the Kufans while leaving Madina for 
Basra: “People swore allegiance to me, nat by force or compulsion, 


but willingly and with free choice 


2, Imam ‘Ali (a.s.): “The Messenger of God departed and I saw myself 
the most worthy among the people for this affair [of leadership]. 
But people agreed upon Aba Bakr for ruling. So I listened and 
obeyed 


‘Then came the death of Aba Bakr and I presumed that it [the 
government] would be handed over to no one but me, but he 
appointed “Umar as ruler, Again I listened and obeyed. ‘Then 
“Umar was injured and I presumed that it would not be given to 
someone other than me, but ‘Umar turned it over to six persons 


1. Tarakh Dimaséy, vol, 
2. Fada'il abSapaba, vol. 1, p.480, h-778, 


437, Tadbbira al-Khaes, p. 56 


3. Nabj al Balgghah, Lever |, abfamal, 248, abAmatt by al-Tast,p. 708, by tty 
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of whom I was one. It was given to “Uthman, and I listened and 
obeyed. ‘Uthman was then killed and the people came to me and 
swore allegiance to me willingly with no compulsion.! 


3. Imam ‘Ali (as. in a letter to Talha and Zubair: “Now, you both 
know, even though you conceal it, that I did not approach people 
till they approached me, and I did not ask them to swear 
allegiance to me until they themselves swore allegiance to me. In 
fact both of you were among those who wanted me and swore 
allegiance to me, Indeed, the masses did not swear allegiance ta me 
under any force or for any money given to them,"” 


4, al Pataf: “Ammar ibn Yasir came to ‘Ali ibn Abi Talib ) and said: 
“O Commander of the Faithful, now that people have sworn 
allegiance to you obediently and not out of compulsion, send for 
Usama ibn Zaid, ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Umar, Muhammad ibn Maslima, 
Hassan ibn Thabit, and Ka‘b ibn Malik and invite them to what 
the Muhajirin and Ansar have taken part in,” ‘Ali (a.s,) said: “We 
are not in need of those who are reluctant and unwilling toward 
us, 


1/3 
The Imam’s Reluctance to Rulership 


$. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) in his speech after the people's allegiance (ba/'ah) 
“[After praising God] Verily, as God in His heayens and over His 
‘Throne knows I was reluctant to assume authority over the 
community of Muhammad (s.a,w.) until you (people) agreed upon 
this (my ruling) and | then accepted it.” 


6. Tartkh al-Tabart —nareating from Abi Bashir al-‘Abidi: “T was in 
Madina when ‘Uthman was killed and the Muhajirin and Ansar 
gathered along with Talha and Zubair and went to Imam ‘Ali 
(as.), saying: “O Abi al-Lasan! Let us swear allegiance to you.” 


1, Tarik Dimarbg, vola2, p. 43%, Usd abGhabe, vol. 4, p. 106, ) 

2. Nubj al-Balaghah, lecter $4, Kashf alGhumma, vol. 1, p.239, al-Futith, vol. 2, p. 46s 
almama wa al Sisésa, vol. |, pW. 

ab Futth, vol. 2, p, 441, 

alAmalt by al-YUsi, p. 728, h, 1830, Bihar alAnawdr, vol. 32, p. 26, b.9. 
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‘The Imam said: "I have no need in ruling over you. I am with you 
and I will accept whomever you chose. So choose (you).” But they 
said: “By God we choose nobody other than you.” 


He [Abi Bashir] said: “They used to visit the Imam after 
‘Uthman was killed and in the last meeting they said: “The 
people's affairs will not be settled except under a rulership and 
this [your acceptance of caliphate] has taken too long,” 


He said to them: “Verily, you have come to me many times and 
my reply to you is that if you accept what I say I will accept ruling 
and if not, I have no need of it.” 


They said: “We will accept whatever you say, if God wills.” 


The Imam came and ascended the pulpit where the people 
gathered around him and he said: "I was reluctant to rule over 
you, but you refused everything other than me ruling over you 
Indeed, [ have nothing to hide from you , but the keys of your 
wealth are with me. Indeed, I have no right to take one dirham 
from it without your consent, Do you agree with this?” They said: “Yes.” 


He said: “O God! Bear witness to them.” He then accepted their 
allegiance.” ! 


7. Tarikh alTabari, narrated from Muhammad and Talba: “People 
gathered around ‘Ali (as,) and said to him: “We swear allegiance 
to you. You can see what has befallen Islam and what calamities 
have been inflicted upon us by our kin.” 


Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) said: “Leave me and seek someone else. We are 
facing a matter which has multiple faces and colors, which neither 
hearts can endure nor can intellects accept.” 


The people said: “We implore you by God, Do you not see 


what we see? Do you not sec [the problems that] Islam [faces]? Do 
you not see the disturbance? Do you not fear God?” 


He (a.s.) then said: “I answered you according to what I view. 
Know that if I accept your request I will act on the basis of what I 
know, and if you leave me I shall be one like you, except that I will 
be the most submissive and obedient among you towards the one 
to whom you surrender as your ruler.”* 

8 Imam ‘Ali (as.) -from what he said when people wanted to pay 
allegiance to him after the killing of ‘Uthman; “Leave me and seek 
someone else, We are facing a matter which has multiple faces and 


1; Taek a Taber, vo, 4p. 42%, ab Kail Pal Trith wo. 2, p. X08 204, alKafi p12, ha. 
2, Tarikh at Tabari, vol 4, p. 43, alKamil fi ak Tarith, vo. 2, p. 20. 
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colors, which neither hearts can endure nor can intellects accept 
The horizons (of life) have been covered by clouds and the right path 
is not discernable, Know that if | accept your request | will lead you 
according to what | know and I will not care about whatever one may 
say or the admonishing of an admonisher. If you leave me I will be 
like one of you, and I might be the most listening and obedient 
among you to whom you put to rule over your affairs, [ am better for 
you as a counselor more than I am as a commander,”! 

9. Tarikh alTabart —narrated from Muhammad ibn al-Hanafiyya: “I 
was with my father when ‘Uthman was killed. He suddenly stood 
up and entered his house and the companions of the Messenger of 
God (3.a.w.) came to him and said: “This man has been killed and 
the people must have a leader. Moreover, we know nobody for this 
affair more rightful than you, or with such a past fin Islam] or 
being closer to the Messenger of God (s.a.w). 

My father said: “Do not do this, for I am better for you as a 
counselor than | am as a commander.” 

The people said: “No, by God, we will do nothing until we 
swear allegiance to you,” 

He said: “So let it be in the mosque, as allegiance to me is not to be 
done in secrecy and will not be without the consent of the Muslims.”> 

10, Imam ‘Ali (as.) in what he said in response to ‘Talha and Zubair: 
“By Allah, | had no liking for the caliphate nor any interest in 
government, but you yourselves invited me to it and prepared me 
for it. Then, when it [caliphate] came to me, I kept the Book of God 
in my view and I followed everything that He had put therein and I 
acted according to what the Prophet (s.a.w.) had taught.” 

LL. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) —from what he said when leaving for Dhi Qar 
“You swore allegiance to me, while 1 was not happy [about it] 
God the Glorious knew that I did not have any liking for ruling 
over the community (mah) of Muhammad (saw,), and | 
heard him say: “There is no ruler who will lead something of the 
affairs of my nation without being brought on the Day of 
Resurrection in front of all creation with his hands tied to his 
neck, His book [of deeds] will be presented, and if he was just he 
will be saved and if he was a tyrant he will perish,”" 


1. Nabj wlBalaghah, Sermon 92, Mandgib ‘Ati ibn Abt Tatib, vol. 2, p. 110. 

2. Tarith alTabart, vol. 4, p. 427, Ansab la-Ashraf, vol. 3, p11 

3, Nabj al-Balaghal, Seemon 205, 

4. alJamal, p.267, Bihar abAnendy, vol. 30, p. 6, Sharh Nabj abBalaghab, vol. p. 308, 


An Analysis of the Reasons for Imam ‘Ali's (a.s.) Reluctance 
to Accept Rulership 


The general uprising against ‘Uthman by all the masses took place 
because of his method of ruling, The expansion of the revolt against 
‘Uthman and the people’s attention towards an eminent figure to 
become the caliph had practically taken the caliphate out of the 
clutches of political trends. ‘Thus, it was the people who were 
deciding on their political leader. In such a critical situation, almost 
all hearts were directed towards Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) without the slightest 
doubt, as he was the most appropriate successor to the Holy Prophet 
(s.a.w.), whose name is mentioned again by all after twenty five years 
of seclusion. 

The gencral inclination of the people was so strong and to the 
extent that nobody could oppose this public movement, Therefore, 
the claimants who had assumed themselves as equal to ‘Ali (a.s.) and 
had been beside him in ‘Umar’s electoral council of six people were 
feeling that it was politically reasonable to precede others in swearing 
allegiance to Imam (a.s.). 

People from all walks of life crowded the way towards Imam ‘Ali's 
(as,) house to pledge theit allegiance. The Imam strongly resisted and 
refused to accept, explicitly asked them to go to someone else, saying: “I 
am better for you as a counselor than being a commander.” 


How surprising! Someone who regarded himself as the immediate 
successor to the Messenger of God (3.a.w,) and during his long period 
of seclusion used to speak of his oppressed state on every occasion 
and in any appropriate situation, and prove his worthiness of 
caliphate and that his rights have been usurped, is now clearly 
pronouncing his unwillingness to accept the responsibility of 
caliphace and ruling which was then so strongly and whole-heartedly 
and in a free and direct election demanded and approved of by such 
great multitudes of followers. 

Why was this so?! Did the Imam not like to accept rulership and 
he was inclined towards the ruling of another person?! Or was he 
playing a political mancuver by taking such a stance in order to 
attract more popular support?! Or there are other reasons for these 
two approaches in his life. 
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Any slight familiarity with the viewpoints and behavior of Imam 
‘Ali (as) leaves no doubt that he was far from any political 
maneuvering and had a true aversion to the very government itself 
“Ali (a.s,) was neither seeking to rule nor intending to dominate over 
people. He considered government as an instrument for the 
establishment of rights, spreading justice and implementing equality. 
Were the political, social and cultural circumstances of those days 
prepared for achieving such goals of a government? Now, after 
twenty five years of political, social and intellectuals vicissitudes and 
other spiritual and mental changes, the companions had also 
undergone changes with different ideas and criterions and views for 
life, and so on. 


The present generation who are leading the political arena and are 
engaged in the current challenges are neither familiar with the firm 
criterions and standards of religion, nor with the conditions of the 
era of the Prophetic revelation, nor with the sire (conduct) of the 
Prophet (5.a..), or are they truly aware of Imam ‘Ali (as) and his 
high position in religion and his great virtue. What befell the religion 
in that quarter of a century was because of (false) explanations and 
interpretations of religious texts along with distortions that were 
made in the Divine laws. 


All of these things created an image of religion in the minds and 
sayings of people which made it extremely difficult to act according 
to the Book of God and the traditions (sunma) far from courtesy and 
flattery. Imam “Ali (a.s,) knew well that trying to reverse the situation 
would be tantamount to prompting all kinds of disturbance and that 
the implementing of truthfulness would urge the wrongdoers and 
deceivers to rise up! He therefore persistently refused to submit, in 
order that the rebellions would not have any excuses in future. This 
is why he said in a sermon: 
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endure nor can intellects accept. The horizons have been 
covered by clouds and the right path is not discernable. Know 
that if | accept your request I will lead you according to what 1 
know, and I will nor care about whatever one may say or any 
admonishing of an admonisher. If you leave me I will be like 
one of you, and I might be the most listening and obedient 
among you to whom you put to rule over your affairs. | am 
better for you as a counselor than being a commander.”! 

Imam ‘Ali's (a.s.) words are so precise, illuminating and profound: 
“What we are facing will be of several aspects and layers: The torrents 
that are ahead of us, the storms that will begin, the justice that I will 
insist on, the shouts that will follow it, etc,” 

‘The Imam wanted to prepare the ground for sharing with people 
the criteria and standards of interaction and to restate the principal 
lines of the government and clarify the future so that the people 
would make conscious decisions and take wise stances. 

‘The Imam’s words in the above sermon and in his other sayings in 
regard to his refusal and then accepting the rulership include the 
following matters: 


|. Asserting that he is not enamored or fascinated by 
leadership. If he has talked of himself, complained of 
deviations following the death of the Messenger of God, 
(saw. or if he has stressed on his right of ‘Imamate’ 
and leadership, it was all for the sake of clarifying the 
truths and emphasizing the interests (of the Ummah), 
Now that he is taking charge and accepting the 
caliphate, it is for implementing rights and laying the 
foundation for a government that he approves and cares 
for, so that no one in future would lay any claims or 
intend to impose any demands on him, 


2, Asserting that certain changes had taken place in 


religious doctrines. After the passing away of the Prophet 
(aw), the Divine doctrines underwent vicissitudes. 
Therefore, if he takes over the government, he will fight 
against the distortions and will make attempts toward 
revealing the genuine aspects of the religion and remove 


shah, sermon 92, Managib ‘Ali ibn Abr Talib, vol, 2, p. 10. 
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the dusts of distortion, which would inevitably lead to a 
lot of political and social tensions 


3. A careful study of the Imam's (a.s.) meticulous 
sociology, and psychology is bearing witness to the fact 
that he was not enamored by the people welcoming his 
allegiance in that particular political condition. He 
clearly saw the future of his government and knew that 
the ground was not prepared for his reforms and 
bringing the Islamic nation back to the sira (conducts) 
and sana of the Messenger of God (s.a,w,). He was also 
well-aware that the people’s uprising against ‘Uthman 
was not to return the community back to Islamic values, 
Rather, some opportunisis like ‘A’isha, Talha, and 
Zubair engaged in this uprising with specific political 
and economic motivations, Therefore, their motivation 
for allegiance was not compatible with the Imam’s (as.) 
government goals and any time they realized that ‘Ali 
(as) would not accompany them and would refuse to 
grant them unlawful and unfair privileges, they would 
stand up against his reforms and lead the community to 
disunity and confusion. 


4. Pledging allegiance to him is pledging allegiance to 
Imam ‘Ali’s (a.s.) values. He who joins hands with ‘Ali 
(a.s.) and swears allegiance to him must be ready to be at 
his side in the removing of distortions, spiritual 
reforming of the society, reinforcement of the real laws 
of religion, revival of what people have forgotten, 
clarifying the realities that have gone through changes, 
and so on. 


Thus the Imam (as) gives an ultimatum to the massive 
multitudes who clamorously demanded him to take over the 
caliphate, that by accepting caliphate he intends to spread justice, 
implement the truth and revive the Divine doctrines, and this is the 
(right) way and nothing else, 
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1/4 
The Imam’s Motives in Accepting the Rulership 


12, Imam ‘Ali (a..: Behold! By Him who split the grain (to grow) 
andl created living beings, if people had not come to me and the 
argument had not been furnished through the presence of 
supporters, and if there had been no pledge taken from the 
learned to the effect that they should not acquiesce in the 
gluttony of the oppressor or the hunger of the oppressed, 1 
would have cast its rope [of caliphate] on its own shoulders, and 
would have given the drink to the last one with the same cup as 
to the first one [have treated the last one the same treatment as 
the first one i.e. abandon it. And you would have seen that this 
world of yours for me is no better than the sneezing of a goat.! 


13. Imam "Ali (a.s.) explaining the reasons for his acceptance of the 
tuling: “O differing souls and divided hearts whose bodies are 
present but whose intellects are absent, I am leading you towards 
the truth, but you run away from it like sheep running away 
from the roaring of a lion. How hard it is for me to establish 
with you the foundations of justice or to correct the curves 
created in truthfulness. 

© God! You know that what we did was neither to seek power 
nor to acquire anything from the vanities of the world, We 
rather wanted to restore the foundations of Your religion and to 
bring reform in Your land so that the oppressed among Your 
servants may be safe and Your forsaken commands might be 
established.” 


|. Nabj atBalaghab, Sermon 3, ‘al alShard'?', h. 12, p. 151, Maan? abAkbbitr, volt, 
p. 30, abtrsbid, vol, 1, p, 289, 

2. Nabj abBalaghah, Sermon 131, Tubal al'Uqul, p. 239, abMi'yar wa abMawaein, 
pan 
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14, 


16. 


17. 


18. 


Imam ‘Ali (as.): “O God! You know that I had not been secking 
authority or the loftiness of dominion and leadership, Rather, I 


want to uphold Your commands, implement Your law, put 
things in their right order, restore rights to its people, move 
according to the path of Your Prophet and guide the misled 
towards the lights of Your guidance.” 


Imam ‘Ali (as.); “Your allegiance to me was not by accident, nor 
is my position and your position the same. I seck you for God's 
sake, but you seek me for your own benefits, O People! Assist me 
over your selves [despite your desires}, and by God I will take 
revenge for the oppressed from the oppressor, and I will drag the 
oppressor from his nose until I bring him to the source of truth, 
even if he is reluctant.”? 


Imam ‘Ali (a.s.): “People revolted against this man [‘Uthman], 
and while I was secluded, they killed him. They then chose me to 
rule despite my reluctance, and had it not been for the fear for 
religion, I would have not accepted them,”* 


Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) -in a letter to the Ktifans: “God knows that I did 

not have any choice but to enter this affair, and if | knew that 

there was someone more deserving than myself I would not enter 
ot 

it. 


Imam ‘Ali (a.s.): “By God, I did not undertake it [the caliphate] 
for other than the fear that a billy goat from the Umayyads 
would seize it and play with the Book of God Almighty.”* 


1. Shar Nabj abBalaghab, vol. 20, p.299, h. 414, atDarajat abRayf', ps. 


2. Nabj al-Balaghab, Sermon 136, al-rsbad, vol. 1, p. 243, 


3, Tarikb al-Tabart, vol. 4, p.49i, Fath abBart, vol. (3, p. $1 


4. alJamal, p.259, 
5. Ansab at Ashraf, vol. 2, p. 353, narrating from Habib ibn Abi Thabit. 
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19. 


20. 


uss 
The First Person to Swear Allegiance 


alKamil fi al’Tartkh, “When ‘Uthman was killed, the companions 
of the Messenger of God (s.a.w.) from among the Muhajirin and 
Ansar including Talha and Zubair got together and went to ‘Ali 
(as,) and said to him: “People must have a leader.” ‘Ali (a.s,) said: “I 
have no need to rule over you, so whoever you choose | will 
accept.” They said: “We will not choase anybody other than you,” 

They would frequently go to him and in the last of their visits 
they said to him: “We know nobody more deserving of it [ruling] 
than you; someone who is more pionecring [in Islam] and 
closest in kinship to the Messenger of God (s.a.¥).” 

The Imam then said: “Do not ask for this! | am better to you 
as a counselor than as a commander.” 

They said: “By God, we shall do nothing until we swear 
allegiance to you.” 

The Imam said: “So, let it be done in the mosque, as my 
allegiance will not be in secret, and would not be accomplished 
except in the mosque 

At this time, the Imam was at his home, and it is also said 
that he was in the garden of Bani ‘Amr ibn Mabdhal 

He then set out towards the mosque, wearing a robe over a 
long shirt, a fur turban on his head, holding his shocs in his 
hand and leaning on a bow. It was then that people swore 
allegiance to him, 

The first person who swore allegiance was Talha ibn 
‘Ubaydullah, Habib ibn Dhu’ayb looked at him and said: “We 
belong to God! The first to swear allegiance is a feeble hand. This 
affair will not be settled!” Then Zubair swore allegiance 

‘Ali (as.) said to the two: “If you wish you may swear 
allegiance to me, or if you wish, | will swear allegiance to you?" 

' 


‘They said: “We will swear allegiance to you.” 


alJamal —quoting from Zaid ibn Aslam: “Talha and Zubair came 
to ‘Ali (a.s.) who had then retreated to the outskirts of Madina, 
‘They approached him and said: “Hold out your hand so that we 


\.al Kamil fi al-Tartkh, vol. 2 p. 302, Tayikh at-Tabars vol. 4, p: 128, Nihaya al‘Arab, 


vol, 20, p. 1 
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21. 


swear allegiance to you, for the people do not accept anyone 
other than you." The Imam said to them: “I have no need for 
this. I am better to you as a counselor than as being your 
commander. So, whoever of you holds out his hand I will swear 
allegiance to him,” 

The two of them replied: “People prefer nobody other than 
you nor will they tum away from you; hold out your hand so 
that we can be the first of people to pledge allegiance to you.” 

The Imam said: “My allegiance would not be in secret, Give 
me some time to go forth to the mosque.” 

‘They said: “Rather, we will swear allegiance to you right here 
and then we will swear allegiance to you again in the mosque.” 
They were the first of people to swear allegiance to him, and then 
the rest of the people swore allegiance to him on the pulpit The 
first of them was Talha ibn ‘Ubaydullah who had a feeble hand. 
He went up the pulpit and shook hands with ‘Ali (a.s,) 

A man from Bani Asad who used to spell bad omen was 
standing there watching them, When he noticed that the first 
person to swear allegiance to the Commander of the Faithful 
(as.) was Talha whose hand was limping, he said: “Indeed we 
belong to God, and to Him do we indeed return! The first hand 
swearing allegiance was a limping hand, It is likely that this affair 
will not be fulfilled,” 

Talha and Zubair then came down from the pulpit, and after 
them the rest of the people swore allegiance to him. 


ablmama wa alSiyésa ~mentioning the pledge of allegiance to 
Imam ‘Ali (as): "The first one to go up the pulpit was Talha 
who swore allegiance to him by shaking his hand while his 
fingers were limping, ‘Ali (a.s.) took it as bad omen and said: 
“How befitting would it be for this allegiance to be broken!” 
Then Zubair, Sa‘d and_all of the companions of the Prophet 
(s.a.w) swore allegiance. 


al-‘lqd al-Farid; When ‘Uthman ibn ‘Affan was killed, people 
rushed towards ‘Ali ibn Abi Talib (a.s.) and gathered around him 
in crowds to swear allegiance. He (a.s,) said: “This is not in your 
hand, Rather, it is the right of the people of Badr to swear 
allegiance.” Then he asked: "Where are Talha, Zubair and Sa’ d?” 
‘They then came and pledged allegiance, and then the Muhdjirin 


1. akdmania wa al Siyasa, vol, 1, p. 66 
2. abfamal, p. (30 
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and Ansar swore allegiance, and after them the rest of the people 
This took place on Friday, Dhil Lijja 13, 35 AH/June 12, 656 
CE. 


The first person who swore allegiance was Talha, His fingers 
were limping, ‘Ali (a.s) took it as a bad omen and said: “Ilow 
befitting is it for it to be broken!”! 


alManagib quoting from Sa‘id ibn al-Musayyib: ‘Ali (a.s.) left 
and went back home. People rushed towards him and the 
companions of the Messenger of God (s.a..v,) were saying: “Ali is 
the Commander of the Faithful”, until they entered his house 
and said: “We swear allegiance to you, so extend your hand 
because there is no other choice but to have a commander.” 


At this moment ‘Ali (a.s. said: “This is not up to you. It is 
the right of the people of Badr. Whomever the people of Badr 
agree upon will be appointed as the caliph,” All of the people of 
Badr came to ‘Ali (a.s,) and said: “We do not know anyone more 
rightful for it than you. Hold out your hand to us to swear 
allegiance to you. 


Then ‘Ali (a.s.) said: “Where are Talha and Zubair?” The first 
one who swore allegiance was Talha who did so by shaking his 
hand, and his [Talha's] fingers were limping then ‘Ali (a.s.) took 
it as a bad omen, saying: “How befitting is it for it [caliphate] to 
be broken!” After that, Zubair, Sa'd and other companions of 
the Prophet (3.a.w.) swore their allegiance to him. 


1, alga abFartd, vol. 3, p. 311. 
2. alMandgib, vol. 49, p. 11, Uid abGhaba, vol. 4, p. 107, ly 3189, Kashf alGhunme, 


vol. 1, p. 78 


Attributing the Expectation of “Bad Omen’ to Imam ‘Ali 


As previously mentioned, Talha was the first to give his pledge of 
allegiance to “Ali (a.s.). Talha’s hand was limping and it was thus 
taken as a bad omen (lafayyx/tafa'u) that the allegiance would not 
last long. There are different views as to the person who uttered the 
bad omen, Some have attributed it to a person called Habib ibn 
Dhu'ayb, while others say it-was a man from Bani Asad who made 
the comment of bad omen, saying 


pe WBa GY SU ay ded Le oe JT 


“The first person who initiated the allegiance was a limping, 
hand, [So] This affair will not be settled.” 
Some other traditions have attributed this statement of ‘evil 
augury’ to Imam ‘Ali (a.s,) and reported that at the time of allegiance 
he (a.s:) had said: 


e Seo tgiiel 
“Flow befitling it is for it [the allegiance] to be broken!” 


However, it appears that such an attribution is not correct and 
this can be proven by the intellect and traditions. 


There is no doubt that on such an occasion with all the multitude 
of people who came to pledge allegiance, no intellect would allow to 
expect bad omen [talk about failure}; no wise person would then do 
so. How would ‘Ali (a.s., an unrivaled person in his wisdom 
proclaim the breaking of allegiance from one of the most eminent 
political figures in front of the public and on the first day of 
allegiance, especially by resorting to augury and considering it as a 
bad omen?! 


On one hand, such utterances would add fuel to the rumors that 
can lead to the weakening of the foundations of the government, and 
on the other hand, it would encourage the breaking of allegiance 
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Moreover, there are many traditions that discourage the expectation 
of bad omen, and people have been prohibited from it, It is clearly stated 
that the Ablul Bayt (as.) never see anything as a bad omen, and ,..! 

Therefore, it is extremely unlikely that the Imam might have 
uttered such inappropriate words or acted in such a way. 


1. See Bihar al-Ansoar, vol. 38, p. 212, Kang al'Ummal, val. (0, p. 111 
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24, 


26. 


L Naby at 


1/6 
People’s Welcoming the Allegiance 


Imam ‘Ali (a.s,) ~describing the pledge of allegiance to him: “You 
advanced towards me shouting ‘allegiance, allegiance’ the way 
shecamels who have delivered their newly born young ones 
leaping towards their young. I held back my hand, but you 
pulled it towards you. I refused to give my hand, but you 


dragged it 


. Imam ‘Ali (as.) describing the people at the time of his 


allegiance: “At that moment nothing took me by surprise but the 
people rushing to me like the mane of the hycna, advancing to 
me from every corner so much that Lasan and [usain were 
getting crushed and both the ends of my garment were torn. 
They gathered around me like a herd of sheep.”? 


Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) -on mentioning the pledge of allegiance: “They 
leapt upon me as the camels leap upon each other on their 
arrival for drinking water, having been let loose and their legs 
unfastened by the shepherd to the extent that I thought they 
would cither kill me or some will kill others in front of me.” 


‘Balaghah, Sermon 131, Bibar al-Auwar, vol. 32, 78, het 


2. Nahj al-Balghah, Sermon 3, Ma‘ani abdkbbar, vol. 1, p, 361, 'flal alSbard’’, 


vol12, p. (51, ablisbad, vol 1, p. 289 


3. Nabj alBalaghab, Sermon 5. 
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27. Imam “Ali (a.s,) -on Talha and Zubair breaking their allegiance 
“You came to me and told me to accept your pledge of allegiance 
and I refused, You said: “Yes [you will].” I said no, and pulled 
back my hand, but you pulled it cowards you. I drew back my 
hand, but you dragged it, You leapt upon me as the camels leap 
upon each other on their arrival for drinking water to the extent 
that I thought you would either kill me or some will kill others. 
Then I extended out my hand and you swore allegiance to me 
willingly. The first among you was Talha and Zubair who swore 
their allegiance to me willingly, but without any compulsion.”! 


28, Imam ‘Ali (as.) ~on his pledge of allegiance: "You opened my hand, 
but 1 closed it and you stretched it, but I pulled it to myself. Then 
you crowded over me as thirsty camels crowd on the watering pond 
when taken there, to the extent that shoes were torn, robes fall off 
and the weak got trampled. The happiness of people on their 
allegiance to me was so much that small children felt joyful, the old 
staggered for ir, the sick reached towards it and the young girls ran 
for it without their veils.”? 


29. Wag'at Siffn —quoting from Khafat ibn ‘Abdullah: “People 
gathered around ‘Ali (a.s,), like moths, to swear allegiance, to the 
extent that shoes got lost, robes fell off and the old men got 
trampled,” 


V/7 
Allegiance of the General Public 


30. Sharh Nabj al-Balaghah ~narrating from [bn ‘Abbas: “When ‘Ali 
(a.s,) entered the mosque and the people came forward to swear 
allegiance to him, | feared that some of ‘Ali’s enemies whose 
father, brother or relatives had been killed by him during the life 
time of the Prophet (s.a.w.) might say something that would 
cause ‘Ali to turn his face away from ruling and abandon it. I 
was constantly observing the situation while being apprehensive 


1. abtrshad, vol. |, p. 244, abba, vol. 1, p. 385, b. 68, alfamal, p. 267, ah‘Ted a 
Farid, vol. 3, p. 123, 

2. Nakj al Balaghab, Sermon 229, Bibar alvinendr, vol. 42, p. Si, h.38 

3. Wage'at Siffin, p. 65, Sharh Nabj atBalaghab, vol. 3, pli, aldmama wa als 
vol. 1, p. 105, 
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3h. 


32. 


1, Sharh Nab al-Balaghah, vol. 4, p. 10. There is hesitance in the acceptance of this 
narration, as ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Abbas was ‘Uthmaa’s agent in Hajj and when he 
reached Medina, the allegiance to ‘Ali had been accomplished, Sce Yatribh al- 
Tabart, vol. 4, p. 438, The narrator may have been ‘Abdullah or Qutham ~the 
sons of “Abbas 


2, al-Fursh, vol. 2, p. 43s 


about it, but nobody said anything until all people swore 
allegiance to him, willingly, without any compulsion.” 


al-Futu: The Ansar told the people: “You all know the excellence 
of ‘Ali ibn Aba Talib, his precedence, kinship and his status 
with the Prophet (s.a.w.), bis knowledge about what is 
permissible and prohibited, and your need for him from among 
the companions. He has never sapped giving advice to you, If 
we were to know someone better than him and more appropriate 
for this affair, we would lead you to that person.” 


The people unanimously said: “We accept him willingly, 
without any compulsion,” 


‘Ali (a.s.) then told them; “Tell me that when you say: ‘We 
swear allegiance to him willingly, without any compulsion’, is it 
a right incumbent upon you by God or is it your own opinion.” 


They replied: “It is incumbent enjoined upon us by God the 
Glorious." 


alJamal ~quoting from ‘Abd al-Hamid ibn ‘Abd al-Rahman 
from Ibn Abzi: “Shall I tell you what I sew by my own cyes and 
heard by my own ears? When people gathered near the Public 
Treasury, "Ali (a.s,) said to Talha: “Extend your hand so that | 
can swear allegiance to you,” Then Talha said: "You are more 
deserving for this affair [of ruling] than I am, since the people 
are gathered more in your favor than in mine.” 
“Ali (a's) said: “We do not fear anyone other than you.” 


Talba said: “Have no fear, for by God no harm will come to 
you from me.” 

After that, ‘Ammar ibn Yasir, AbG al-Haytham ibn al- 
Tayyahan, Rifa‘ah ibn Rafi‘, and Abi Ayyub Khalid ibn Zaid 
stood up and addressed ‘Ali (a.s.), saying: “This affair [the 
government] has become corrupt and you yourself saw 
‘Uthman’s actions which were contrary to the Book and the 
Traditions (summa). Extend your hand, that we may pledge 
allegiance to you and you will correct from the affairs of the 
nation whatever has been corrupted.” 
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‘Ali (a.s.) turned it down and said: “You saw how I was treated 
and you know the opinion of the group. I have no need for 
them.” 


They then went to the Ansar and said: “O Group of Ansar! 
You are the supporters of God and His Messenger. God 
Almighty has graced you because of His Messenger and you 
know the excellence of ‘Ali (a.s.), his precedence in Islam, his 
kinship and status that he had with the Prophet (s.a.w.) and if he 
was to rule he will bring goodness to you 

Then the group [of Ansar] said: “We are the most content 
people with him and we want nobody other than him.” 


After that they gathered around him and stayed with him 
until they all swore allegiance to him.”! 


33, Imim ‘Ali (a.s.) -in a letter to Mu‘awiya: “Verily, those who swore 
allegiance to Aba Bakr, ‘Umar and ‘Uthman have sworn 
allegiance to me on the same basis they swore allegiance to them. 
Therefore, those who were present had no choice to consider, 
and he who was absent had no right to reject (what was decided 
by the council), Indeed the council is confined to the Mubajirin 
and the Ansar. If they agree on one person and call him the 
leader (émam), it would be deemed to mean Allah's content. If 
anyone keeps out by way of objection or innovation, he must be 
brought back to the position from where he left, and if he 
refuses they must fight him for following a path other than that 
of the believers, and God will put him with those he deserves,”” 


34, Imam ‘Ali (as.) -in response to Mu‘awiya’s letter: “You should not 
consider yourself different from Talha and Zubair, and the people 
of Sham from the people of Basra, by my life, all are equal in 
accepting this affair [of government), because it was an inclusive 
allegiance in which the elite were not excluded and in it there is no 
place for any revision in it.” 


1, abfamal, p. 128, 6. a-Kafi'a, vol. 12, p. 8, al-Fatth, vol. 2, p. assis 

2. Nabj alBalaghab, letter 6, Wag‘ Sifftn, p.29, at-lmama wa alSiyasa, vol. yp. 113, 
al-lgd al Farid, vol. 5, p. 329, 

3.al-Kamil, vol, |, p. 428, Wag at Siffn, p.58. ef. Nadj al Balaghah, Letter 7. 
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al-Futay: “All the Kufans swore allegiance to ‘Ali (a.s,)...then the 
people of Hijaz and the people of Iraq swore allegiance to ‘Ah 
ibn Aba Talib (as. 


alTabagat al-Kubra: “Uthman was killed on Friday the 
eighteenth of Dhil Hijja, 35 (AH) [June 17, 656], and the pledge 
of allegiance to caliphate was sworn to ‘Ali (a.s,) in Medina one 
day after the assassination of ‘Uthman. Talha, Zubair, Sa‘d ibn 
Abi Wagqas, Sa'td ibn Zaid, ‘Ammar ibn Yasir, Usama ibn Zaid, 
Sabl ibn Hanif, Aba Ayab al-Ansart, Muhammad ibn Maslima, 
Zaid ibn Thabit, Khuzayma ibn Thabit and everyone clse that 
was in Madina from among the companions of the Messenger of 
God (s.a.w.) swore their allegiance to him. 


1/8 


Statements of a Group of the Imim’s Compsnions after the 


3. 


hal 
at 


Pledge of Allegiance 


Tartkh abYa‘gubi after mentioning the people's allegiance to 
‘Ali (a.s.): “A group of the Ansar stood up and spoke. The first 
one to speak was Thabit ibn Qays ibn Shammas al-Ansari who 
was the orator of the Ansar. He said: “By God, Q Commander of 
the Faithful, if they preceded you in the rule (wildya), they did 
not precede you in religion, and if they went belore you 
yesterday, you have caught up to them today. They and you were 
not unaware of your status and they were not ignorant of your 
position. They were in need of you in what they did not know, 
and you with all your knowledge arc in no need of anyone.” 

Khuzayme ibn Thabit al-Ansirt who was also known as Dhul 
Shahadatayn* then stood up and said: “O Commander of the 
Faithful! We find nobody for this affair other than you, and the 
affairs of the state will not settle except by you. If we are to be 
truthful to ourselves, about you, you are the most precedent of 
people in faith, the most knowledgeable among people about God 
and the closest among all believers to the Messenger of God, What 
they possess you possess, but they do not have what you have.” 


Fntnb, Vol. 2, p. 439 
-Tabagat ab-Kubra, vol. 3, p. 31 

‘he Prophet (3.a.w.) gave him this title when he took sides with the Messenger of 
God in an argument with a Bedouin, with the reasoning that “We believed in 
you with the bringing of the Divine Message, so how could we not believe in 
you against a Bedouin? (Mu jam Rijal abHadith, vol. 8, p. 52) 
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After him, Sa‘sa'a ibn Suhan stood up and said: “By God, O 
Commander of the Faithful! You have adorned the caliphate, 
and it did not adorn you, You elevated it [the caliphate], and it 
did not elevate you. Indeed it is in need of you more than you 
are in need of it.” 


Then Malik ibn al-Harith al-Ashtar stood up and said: “O 
People! This is the successor of the successors, the heir of the 
knowledge of the Prophets, he who has undergone great tests and 
possesses immense forbearance, The Book of God testifies to his 
faith and His Messenger testifies for him to be in the Heaven. 
All virtues have been perfected in him and no one of the past 
and the future has doubted his precedence, knowledge and 
virtue.” 


‘Ugba ibn ‘Amr also stood up and said: “Who has one day 
like the day of ‘Aqaba and an allegiance like the allegiance of 
Ridwan [Good Pleasure]; who is the most guiding leader with no 
fear of his tyranny and a learned person with no fear of his 
ignorance.”! 


See, The Encyclopedia of Amir alMu'mintn, ‘Ali in the 
words of the Prophet's companions; Khuzayma ibn 
Thabit Ansari, and Hudhayfa ibn Yamin and ‘Ali in 
the words of scholars, Ahmad ibn Hanbal 


1/9 
Those Who Did not Pledge Allegiance to the Imam 


The allegiance to Imam ‘Ali (as,) was widespread and inclusive 
where all the Mubajirin and Ansar’ participated in it along with 
everyone else that was in Madina. Everyone swore allegiance by 
complete choice and absolute freedom, and then the people of 
Mecca, Hijaz and Kafa pledged their allegiance.’ 


1. Tarikh al-¥a'gnbi, vol. 2, p. 179 
2. Turtkh Dimashg, vol. 2, p. 37 
3. abFaah, vol. 2, p. 439 
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The Imam (as) clearly stated that the allegiance to him was public 
and inclusive!, Many historical sources have also asserted this gathering 
ofall the Muhajirtn and Ansar for pledging allegiance to the Imam. 

However, some sources quote reports which state that some of the 
companions did not pledge their allegiance to ‘Ali (as), such as 
‘Abdullah ibn ‘Umar, Sa‘d ibn Abt Waqqis, Muhammad ibn Maslima, 
Usama ibn Zaid, Hassan ibn Thabit, Ka'b ibn Malik, ‘Abdullah ibn 
Salam, Marwan ibn al-Elakam, Sa‘id ibn al'As and Walid ibn ‘Ugba.’ 

There are two views about the refusal of these people to give 
allegiance to the [mim: 

The first: They were against the pledge of allegiance to the Imam 
and hence did not participate in it. 

The second: They did not oppose to the allegiance itself, What 
has been mentioned in the sources regarding their refusal of 
allegiance to the Imam is taken to mean that they did not participate 
with the Imam in his civil wars 

AlHakim al-Nayshabari alter stating the uaditions concerning 
the peoples pledging of allegiance to the Imam says: 


Us eile ghee Uy ne y dined ej ond Uh 
ISD oe op Ist py bly saad cy tat seat eee 


ee Aide ant oe 
As for the view of those who claim that ‘Abdullah ibn 
“Umar, Abu Mas‘ad al-Angari, Sa‘d ibn Abi Wagqis, Aba 
Musa al-Ash‘arl, Muhammad ibn Maslima al-Ansari and 
Usama ibn Zaid refused to swear allegiance to the Imam, it 
is in fact a view of those who have no knowledge of the 
realities of those conditions, 

He goes on to explain that they did swear allegiance to the Imam, 
but for some reasons they refused to keep his company in war. Their 
refusal to participate in war led some people to presume that they 
have opposed pledging the allegiance to him (a.s,),* 

The Mu'tazilite Ibn Abi al-Hadid adopts this opinion and in his 
commentary on Naby al-Balaghah has attributed it to the Mu 'tazilites,” 


Lat Kamil yok p28 Waa Sift, 3 at 

2 al-lgl abFarid, vol. 3, p. 311, Tarikh ab Tabari, 
vol 2, p. 302. 

3. alTihad, vol. 1, p. 243, Tarikh Dimashg, vol. 42, p. 437, Shark Nahi al-Balaghah, 
vol. 4, p-9. 

4, abMustadrib ld atSabihaym, vol. 3, p- 124, 8. 127 

5, Sharh Nahj alBalagbab, vol. 4, p. U0 


2, vol. p. 243. 
o's, p. 4¥, alKamil 


Tarik, 


158 Imam Ali and Political Leadership 


bE aed! ge lay SF oe AST OT aes OU Go pal LUE BL 


OS pages yl parce gy dl he pga bee 8) cag bY) 


sm ple gail» puke del po |yelel em spleYl fala lid) aay 


Ahly e gele op aaners 6p SEI oy Oly ye lil — pgs oT pa tay OT IS 


yay CSS Eke 
nel Ql gh CSIs a 


B peeing BY Sed go cplldl Gps de Se bo yey 


les Bag Kase el cy ASL ALY sega J pade oS, (S atlisy 
SBI Se Cab See 
Becsts lly AL AL a ye Lyle pal yay HIE lel bay 


BS aSecely BN EU SS US cl Flaked Lyall wey uel 


ILS etal) op aes ae oy A lly @ SEI oy OL» OT 


GHB ey ep SL La ole de pl 


fae Webs gl op tea td oe ly ne gy dl ne Shield ae IS 


aS acl pled! 


els GIy dat Gab by a LE ahs yo GE So WS with PLD 


ENS ftom GSW te (UY walle abd. 


ae pul dol Gly ws 


(5¢ 197 yo Te wilting eb GEN iD gy SU] cg J JTEY Pole 


Chapter One: Allegiance of Light 159 


If we contemplate on the sources in this chapter, we will find that 
the majority of those who are known for their refusal 10 swear 
allegiance to the Imam did in fact swear allegiance, However, the 
allegiance of some of them, like ‘Abdullah ibn'Umar and Sa‘d ibn 
Abi Waqqas did not mean that they were loyal to the Imam’s 
leadership, as they openly announced that they would not 
accompany him in his wars, The allegiance of another group, such as 
Marwan ibn al-Hakam, Sa'id ibn al-'As and al-Walid ibn ‘Ugbah was 
for political motives.! Since the allegiance of this group was not true 
and complete, therefore, this group in a way can be considered as 
deviators from the allegiance to the Imam, but they can still be 
ranked among those who pledged allegiance to the Imam, as they 
performed the formal rite of pledging allegiance, and hence 
combining the two views is possible 


A third possibility is that they refused to participate in the public 
allegiance which took place in the mosque and made excuses for 
justifying their refusal; however, after the rite of allegiance was over 
and the caliphate of ‘Ali (a.s.) was firmly established, they became 
inclined to the allegiance 


This claim is confirmed by the presence of Marwin ibn al- 
Hakam, al-Walid ibn ‘Ugbah, and Sa'id ibn al‘As who visited the 
Imam at the end of the public allegiance and pledge of allegiance to him 
after some discussions, The confessions made by ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Umar, 
Usama ibn Zaid and Sa‘d ibn Abi Waqgas of their allegiance to ‘Ali 
(as), as is mentioned in some sources, also confirms this claim. 


38, Imam “Ali (as) -from his speech when ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Umar, 
Sa'd ibn Abt Wagqis, Muhammad ibn Maslima, Hassan ibn 
Thabit and Usama refused to pledge allegiance: “O people! You 
swore allegiance to me on what you did to those before me. 
Verily, people have options before they swear allegiance; but after 


1. After being defeated in the battle of Jamal, Marwan proposed to swear allegiance 
to Imam Ali (a). In rejecting his allegiance, the Liam said: "Did he not swear 
allegiance after the killing of “Uthman? 1 have no need for his allegiance, 
because his is the hand of a Jew." Nahj al Baldghh, Sermon 73, alKhard'j wu al. 
Jrari'ib, vol. 3, p. 192, f 38, 
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that they have no option, The leader (imam) must be steadfast 
and truthful, and the people must be obedient. 


This is a public allegiance, so whoever turns away from it is 
turning away from the religion of Islam and is following a path 
other than that of the Muslims. Your allegiance to me was not 
without thinking [by accident] and your motives are not the 
same as mine. I want you for God, but you want me for your 
own interests. By God, I will be benevolent to the adversary and 
bring justice to the oppressed. 


I have been informed about Sa'd, ibn Maslima, Usama, 
“Abdullah and Hassin ibn Thabit certain things that I do not 
approve and the Real [Almighty] will be the Judge between them 
and me.”! 


39. Murij al-Dhahab; “Sa'd, Usama ibn Zaid, ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Umar 
and Muhammad ibn Maslima were among those who refused to 
swear allegiance to ‘Ali ibn Aba Talib (as.) and as their 
argument said: IL isa kind of sedition (ffmab).” 


Another group said to ‘Ali (a.s.): “Give us swords in order to 
use them to fight along with you, If we strike them upon the 
believers it will not hurt them, but if we strike the unbelievers, 
they will pierce their bodies! 

‘Ali (a.s.) turned away from them and recited: “/lad Allah 
known any good in them, surely He would have made them hear, and 
were He to make them hear, surely they would turn arwuy, being 
disregardfiel.”?* 

40. Tarikh al-Ya'qibi: “People swore allegiance, except for three men 
from Quraysh: “Marwan ibn al-Hakam, Sa'td ibn al-As and ak 
Walid ibn ‘Aqaba who was their spokesman, He said: “O you! 
You have cut all of us from our kin. As for me, you killed my 
father in the battle of Badr. As for Sa'id, you killed his father 
in the battle of Badr and his father was one of the greatest of 


1 alshad, vol. 1, p. 243, alMi'yatr wa al-Macaizin, p. 108, alvtkbbar al:Tioal, p, 1s 
Also cf. Nadi a?Baldghab, Sermon 136 

2. Qur'an, 823 

3. Mnrij al Dhaba, vol. 3, p.24. 
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4 


Quraysh, and as for Marwan, you insulted his father and mocked 
“Uthman when he brought’ his father close to him. We have 
therefore taken an oath between ourselves that [we swear allegiance 
to you on the condition that] you forgive the punishment of what 
we have done, leave us with what is in our possession and kill the 
murderers of our friend (‘Uthman).” 

“Ali (as,) got angry and said: “As for what you said that I have 
cut you from your kin, it was the Truth that has cut you. As for me 
forgiving what you have done [of wrong doings], | have no right 10 
forgive the right of God Almighty, as far me disregarding what is in 
your possession, justice will apply to you in that which belongs to 
God and the Muslims. 

“As for killing the murderers of ‘Uthman, if | must kill them toclay, 
{ must fight against them tomorrow. [owever, itis to your benefit that 
| force you to accept the Book of Allah and tradition of his Prophet, He 
who feels confined by the truth, then filschood will be more confining, 
and if you wish you may join along with your predecessors” 

Marwan then said: “Rather, we swear allegiance to you and will 
stay with you until you see and we see [what will happen], 


Tarikh atTabarr —narrating from ‘Abdullah ibn alHasan: “When 
“Uthman was killed, the Ansar swore allegiance to ‘Ali (as.), except for 
a few people such as: Hassan ibn Thabit, Ka'b ibn Malik, Muslima ibn 
Mukhallad, Abi Said alKhudri, Mubammad ibn’ Maslima, ale 
Nu‘man ibn Bashir, Zaid ibn Thabit, Rafi‘ ibn Khady, Fadala ibn 
“Ubayd and Ka'b ibn ‘Ujra. They were the followers of ‘Uthman, 

Then a man said to ‘Abdullah ibn [asan: “Ilow could they refuse to 
swear allegiance to ‘Ali (as) and (when we know that) they were 
followers of ‘Uthmin?” 

He replied: “As for Hassan, he is a poet who does not care what 
he does; as for Zaid ibn Thabit, ‘Uthman had appointed hit as 
the head of the state council and Public Treasury and when 
“Uthinan was besieged, he said: “O group of Ansar, assist God 
Almighty”, repeating it twice. Abu Ayyab answered: “You will 
only assist him because he has put countless palm trees at your 
disposal"! As for Ka‘b ibn Malik, ‘Uthman had used him to 
collect the alms tax of Muzayna and granted him what he had 
collected from them,"* 

Wag'at Siffin narrating from ‘Ame ibn Sa‘d: “Abdullah ibn 
“Umar, Sa'd ibn Abi Wagqas and al-Mughayra ibn Shu'ba with 
group of people went to visit “Ali (as.) and they had not 
participated in swearing the allegiance to him. They asked him to 


1, Tarikh al-Ya'gabs, vol. 2, p. 178, al-Putab, vol 
2. arith 


44243, 
vol. 2, p. 303, 


i-Fabari, vol, 4, p. $23, alKamil fi al 
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43. 


give them their share of the spoils, even though they did not take 
part in the battles of Siffin and Jamal 


“Ali (a.s.) said to them: “What made you keep away from me?” 


They said: “Uthman was killed and we do not know whether 
his blood was shed rightfully or not. He had committed some 
things and you made him repent and he did so. Then at the time 
of his killing, you contributed to it, so we do not know whether 
you acted rightfully or went wrong, even though we know of 
your excellence, O Commander of the Faithful, and your 
precedence [in Islam] and your migration (dijra).” 


“Ali (as) then said: “Do you not know that God Almighty 
has commanded you to enjoin the good and forbid the wrong, 
He said: “[f reo groups of the faithful fight one another, make peace 
between them. But if one party of them ageresses against the other, fight 
the one which ageresses until it retserns to Allah's ordinance.” 


Sa'd said: “O ‘Ali! Give me a sword that distinguishes the 
unbeliever from the believer. I fear that I may kill a believer and 
be taken to Hellfire,” 


“Ali (a.s.) told them: “Do you not know that ‘Uthman was a 
leader to whom you swore allegiance to out of obedience? If he 
was righteous, why did you let him down? And if he was a 
wrongdoer, why did you not fight against him? If he was 
righteous, you did wrong since you did not help your leader, and 
if he was ¢ wrongdoer, still you did wrong, as you did not help 
the person who asked others to practice good acts and refrained 
them from committing bad; and you did wrong, for you did not 
act between us and our enemy according to what you were 
commanded by God, as He said: “fight the one [party] which 
aggresses until it returns to Allab ordinances.” He then turned the 
group away and gave them nothing 
alMustadrak ‘ald alSabibain —after mentioning some reports 
regarding the people's allegiance to the Commander of the 
Faithful (as): “As for the view that claims that ‘Abdullah ibn 
‘Umar, Aba Mas‘ad al-Angari, Sa'd ibn Abi Waqqas, Abu Musa 


1. Qur'an, 499. 
2. Wag'at Siffn, p. $51 
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al-Ash‘ari, Muhammad ibn Maslima al-Angari and Usama ibn 
Zaid withdrew from the allegiance, this view is of he who denies 
the realities of those events ...." [Then after explaining the 
reasons for their withdrawal, said]: “It was for these and other 
similar reasons that some refused to fight along with ‘Ali (a.s.) 
against his enemics.”! 


alJamal —narrating from Aba Mikhnafi “The Commander of the 
Faithful was informed at the time of his departure toward Basra 
that Sa‘d ibn Abi Wagqas, Ibn Maslima, Usama ibn Zaid, and 
ibn ‘Umar have stopped moving on, He sent for them, and when 
they returned to him, he said to them: “I have heard unpleasant 
news about you that I do not like. I do not force you to go to 
Basra, but are you not holding your allegiance to me?” 


‘They replied: “Yes.” 


He said: “So why do you refuse to accompany me?” 


Sa‘d said: "I do not like going to this war, lest a believer may 
be killed. If you give me a sword that distinguishes a believer 
from an unbeliever, | will fight alongside you!” 

Usama said: “You are the noblest of Allah’s creation to me, 
but I have pledged to Allah not to fight against the faithful...” 

And ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Umar said: “I know nothing about this 
war and I request from you not to force me to do something I 
have no knowledge about.” 

‘Then the Commander of the Paithful said to chem: “Not 
every deceived person is reproached, Are you still holding your 
allegiance to me?" 

They said: “Yes.” 

He said: “Go back, God Almighty shall make me needless of 


you. 


1. al’Mustadeak ‘ala alSabibayn, Wol. 3, p. (24h. 4596, Ibid, p. 127, by 460s. 


‘LJamal, p. 5. 
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45, 


46. 


1, Parikh al-Fabart, vol. 4, p. 428 


Tartkb alTabart narrating from Aba Malih reporting some of 
the events that took place at the time of allegiance to the Imam 
“Ali (a.s.) went to the mosque and went up the pulpit, wearing a 
long robe and garment, a turban made of fur and holding his 
sandals in his hand. The people swore allegiance to him while he 
was leaning on a bow. 


Sa‘d was brought in and ‘Ali (a.s.) said to him: “Swear 
allegiance.” 

He said; “I will not swear allegiance until the people swear 
their allegiance. By God, | will bring you no harm,” 

“Ali (a) said: “Let him go.” 

Tbn ‘Umar was brought in and the Imam said; “Swear allegiance!” 

Ibn ‘Umar replied: “I will not swear allegiance until the 
people swear their allegiance, 

He said: “Bring a guarantor.” 

He replied: “I do not see a guarantor around here," 

[Malik] al-Ashtar said: “Let me cut off his head.” 

“Ali (a.s.) said: “Let him go, I will be his guarantor myself.” 
And then said to Abdullah: “As much as I know, you have been 
indeed an ill-mannered person when you were young and now 
that you are old.”! 


Sharh Nahj atBalaghah: “Abu Mikhnaf says in his book ‘al: 
Jamal that the Mubdjirin and the Ansar gathered in the mosque 
of the Messenger of God (s.a.w.) to decide whom to choose as a 
leader and the mosque was full of people. 

“Ammar, Aba Haytham, Rafi'a ibn Rafi‘, Malik ibn ‘Ajlan, and 
Aba Ayyub Khalid ibn Zaid agreed to persuade the Commander 
of the Faithful to accept the caliphate, and ‘Ammar was more 
insistent than the others, addressing the people and saying: “O 
group of Ansar! You saw how ‘Uthmén treated you yesterday, 
and now you are about to sce it repeated if you do not assist 
yourselves. In truth, ‘Ali (a.s. is the most deserving person for 
leadership on account of his excellence and precedence.” 


‘The people said: “Vherefore, we now consent to him.” 


All of them then said to the rest of the Mubajirin and 
Angar.“O people! We spare no efforts in doing good to you and 
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ourselves, God Willing. Indeed, ‘Ali is the one whom you know, 
and we do not know anyone more capable and competent than him 
to take charge of this affair.” 

Then all the people said: “We consent. He is to us as you have 
described and even better.” 

They all stood up, went to ‘Ali (as.) and called him out of his 
house and asked him to hold out his hand for the pledge of 
allegiance. ‘Ali (as.) held his hand back. Then the people crowded 
around him like thirsty camels flocking around a watering pond, to 
the extent that some were about to kill others. When he saw this, he 
asked the allegiance to be pledged in front of the people in the 
mosque, and said: “Tven if a single person does not consent, | will 
not get involved in this affair,” 

People accompanied him into the mosque. The first person who 
swore allegiance was Talha, Qabisa ibn Dhu'ayb al-Asadi said: “T 
fear that his affair may not be seed, since the first hand that 
pledged allegiance to him was limping.” 

After Valha, Zubair swore allegiance and so did all the Muslims 
of Madina except Muhammad ibn Maslima, ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Umar, 
Usama ibn Zaid, Sa‘d ibn Abi Waqqas, Ka'b ibn Malik, Hassan ibn 
Thabit and ‘Abdullah ibn Salam, 

“Ali (as.) commanded “Abdullah ibn ‘Umar to be brought to 
him. He told him to swear allegiance. He said: “I will not swear 
allegiance until all the people swear their allegiance.” He (a.s,) then 
said: “Bring a guarantor [to secure] that you will not disobey. He 
said: “I will not bring a guarantor.” 

[Malik] Ashtar said: “O Commander of the Faithful! He sees 
himself secure of your whip and sword. Let me cut off his head.” 

“Ali (a.s,) said: “T do not want is allegiance by force. Let him go.” 

When ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Umar went away, the Commander of the 
Paithful said: “When he was a child he was ill-mannered and now in 
his old age he is more ill. mannered,” 

Then Sa‘d ibn Abt Wagga was brought in and the Imam said: 
“Swear allegiance.” 

Hesaid:“O Abu alHasan, Let me be free! When there shal be no one lft but 
sme, then | will swear allegiance. By God, Lill bring no harm to you” 

“Abi (as. said: “He is telling the truth, Let him go." 

Then he sent for Muhammad ibn Maslima. When they brought 
him in, the Imam said: “Swear allegiance!” 

He replied: “Indeed, the Messenger of God (5...) commanded me 
that whenever people disagree and become like this ~interlocking his 
fingers- 1 must go forth with my sword and swike it across mount 
Uhud, then if it breaks into pieces, 1 must go back home and not leave 
until the hand of a wrongdoer comes t0 me or I will be taken by 
death.” 

“Ali (as) said to him: “hen go and do as you have been ordered,” 
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Then he sent for Usama ibn Zaid, When he arrived, the Imam 
said: “Swear allegiance.” 

He said: “Iam your supporter, and there will be no opposition 
from me to you, Once the people calm down, I will swear allegiance 
to you.” 

He commanded him to go back and sent for no one else. 


They asked the Imam: “Will you not send for Hassan ibn 
‘Thabit, Ka'b ibn Malik, and ‘Abdullah ibn Salam?” 

He said: “We are in no need of those who do not need us.” 

{Ibn Abi al-Hadid says] Our followers (the Mu'tazilites) 
mention in their books that this group gave excuses when they 
were called to fight in the battle of the Camel (a/-Jamal), and 
refused to participate in the war they did not refuse to swear 
allegiance 

Our master Aba al-Husain narrates in his book ‘a-Ghurar 
that when this group expressed their excuses, ‘Ali (as) told 
them: “Not everyone who is deceived will be reproached. Do you 
have doubt in your allegiance to me?” 

They said: “No.” 

He said: “Ifyou have sworn allegiance, then [it is as if] you are 
present in war.” And he exempted them from being present in 
the war.' 


1/10 
A Biography of Those Who Refused to Swear Allegiance 


1/101 


‘Abdullah ibn ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab 


‘Abdullah was born two years alter the Bi‘tha [beginning of 
Prophethood] of the Prophet (s.a.w.).” He embraced Islam together 


|. Shar Nab alBalaghab, vol. 4, p. 
2. abTabagat atKubra, vol, 4, p. 183, Tabdhth alKamal, vol. 18, p. 340, h. 34at,Tartkh 
Baghdad, vol, 1, p- 172.13. 
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with his father in Mecca in his childhood', and migrated to 
Madina prior to his father” or along with him. He did not 
participate in the battles of Badr and Ubud* due to his young 
age,’ but from the battle of Khandaq onward he accompanied 
the troops of Islam.° Many reports mentioned in Sunni books of 
traditions have been narrated from him,’ 


When ‘Umar was on his deathbed, he was consulted to 
allocate his son as one of the members of the electoral council, 
but ‘Umar objected to the proposal, saying: “He does not deserve 
caliphate. He is not even able to divorce his own wife,”* 


It is mentioned in some narrations that ‘Abdullah became a 
member of the council by the order of ‘Umar on the condition 
that he would not have the right to be elected [as a caliph]? 


During the reign of “Uthman, he kept away from political 
issues and did not partake in the ruling political trends. In the 
caliphate of Imam ‘Ali (a.s.), he also isolated himself and did not 
participate in any of them rather he chose this isolation as the 
cornerstone of his social policy. 


In the battles during the government of “Ali (a.s.), ‘Abdullah 
ibn ‘Umar also secluded himself from politics and kept 
withdrawn, not participating in any of the Imam's battles during 
his caliphate. 


al Tabagat al-Kubra, vol. 4, p. 142, Tahdbib al-Kamal, vol. 15,p. ¥ 
Baghdad, vol. 1, p. 7h 8 

2. allt ab, vol. 5, p. 83, h, 168, Usd ab Gi 

3. al Tabagat al-Kubra, vol. 4, p. 132, Tabal 
Baghdad, vol. ,p. 171, 13 

A al- Tabagat al-Kubra, vol. 4 p. 183, Tahdbib-al-Kamal, vol. 15, p. 333, h. Mal, Tarikh 
Baghdad, vol. 1, p. 171, b. 13 

5. al Mnstadrak ‘ald alSabrbayn, vol, 3, p. 644, b, 6362, ul-Tabagat aiKubra, vol. 4, p 
us 

6. Tahdbib at Kamal, vol. 13, p. 333, b. 3441, abMustadrak ‘ala al‘Sabibarn, vol. 3, p 
644, bh 63 

7, Siyat Alam at-Nubala, vol. 3, p 

8. Tarikh al-Ya'gib, vol, 2p, 16), Tarikh al Tabart, vol. 4, p. 228, alamil 
wol. 2, p.219 

9. Tarikh al Tabart, vol. 4, p, 229, al-Kamil FF al-Tarikh, vol. 2, p. 220, Tarik Dimasba, 
vol. 31, p. 172 


Bal, Tarik 


a, wal. 3, p. 397, 2082 
‘al Kamal, vol. 15, p. 333, h, 3441 Tirtkh 


204, h. a5, Tarihh ab-slans, vol. 5, p. 455, h. 198. 
Fil Tavikh, 
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It is evident that such a kind of an attitude throughout the life 
of ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Umar was based on weak foundations, and this is 
why he did not act so during the time of the previous caliphs nor 
did he do so in the time of rulers after ‘Ali (as). He swore 
allegiance to Mu‘awiya' and Yazid’ (whom a great number of 
eminent figures among the nation and the companions, including 
Husain ibn 'Ali (a.s,) refused to pledge allegiance to), He also swore 
allegiance to “Abd al-Malik.’ Moreover, when Muhammad ibn 
Hanifa refused to swear allegiance to ‘Abd al-Malik, saying that he 
would swear allegiance only on the condition that all people do the 
same,’ ‘Abdullah Ibn ‘Umar pledged allegiance to “Abd al-Malik 
and encouraged Muhammad to follow in doing so. 

Iris indeed strange that it was during the night that ‘Abdullah went 
to Hajjaj Ibn Yasuf to give his hand for allegiance to ‘Abd al-Malik lest 
hhe might not remain without allegiance even for a single night, as he 
had heard that the Messenger of God (s.a:w.) has been quoted as 
saying: “He who dies while having no leader (imam) dies the death of 
the period of ignorance.” He was humiliated by Hajjaj [the arrogant 
tyrannical ruler] who stretched out his foot from his bed for 
‘Abdullah to swear his allegiance to, because he knew that the reason 
for this allegiance was based on fear, weakness and incompetence.® 

Even though he did not partake with the Imam in any of his 
battles during his caliphate, ® he was not one of the Imam’s enemies 
cither. He was described by Imam ‘Ali (a.s,) as one of those who: 


ls pate dy GU 


“They abandoned the truth and did not support the faebood.”™ 
Some historical documents indicate that towards the end of his life 
“Abdullah deeply regretted his negligence and failing to help ‘Ali (as), saying 
oD ee LIS le oll 


1 do not regret anything except that I did not fight along 
with “Ali (a.s.) against the ‘rebel group’ 


ab stab, vol. 3, p. 472, 2464 
al Fabagat al-Kabra, vol. 4, p. 182, Muri atDbabab, vol. 2, p: 36 

Subih ab Bukbari, vol. 6 p.2634, h. 6777 & 6179, al Muzoana’, vol, 2, p. 985, i 4 
al Tabagat al-Kubra, vol. 5, p. \11, Styar A'aldm at-Nubala, vol. 6 p36 

Sharh Nahj al-Balaghab, vol. 13, p. 242, alFusil alMuthuara, p.245, al dda, p.03, 
ablit'ab, vol. 3, p. 83, h. 1630, Usd al-Ghaba, vol. 3, p. 329, b. 3082 

Naby al-Balaghab, Aphorism 13, abst, vol 2p. 173, h. 968 

alMustadrak aia al Sabibayn, val.3, p. 643, 6360, alTabagat al Kubra, vol. 4, ps3 
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OF course, some sources have interpreted ‘the rebel group’ in 
his words as the Kharijis,' or Hajjaj’ or Ibn Zubair? If we 
consider the expression ‘with ‘Ali’ in the statement, then there 
would be no room for other possibilities (Mu‘awiya is meant) 


He used to say: “Whoever calls me to prayer, I will follow him 
whosoever he may be, but I do not follow the one who calls me 
to war.” 

Similarly, he believed that the government and obedience to 
the ruler are based on the foundation of ‘the law of dominance’ 
He used to say: “The right is for him who overcomes and has 
power over the people and dominates them.” 


‘That was why when ‘Ali (a.s.) stressed on the people's freedom 
and their choice in the pledge of allegiance, saying, “I do not 
compel anyone to obey me", ‘Abdullah refused to obey him, but 
he did not refuse to pledge allegiance to Yaztd ibn Mu'awiya, 


When the corruption, debauchery and crimes of Yazid who 
did not refrain from committing any forbidden act were 
disclosed - following the murder of Imam Husain — (as), he 
called the uprising of the people of Madina as a betrayal to the 
allegiance and therefore prevented his family from participating 
init’ 


1. Fath alBari, vol, 12, p. 266, 

2. alTabagat ab-Kubra, val. 4, p. 185 & 181, Tartkh Dimashg, vol. 31, p. 199, Siar 
A‘alam al Nubala, vol. 3, p. 232, b, 45. 

3, alSunan abKubrd, vol. 8, p. 28, h. 16706, Vtnik> Dimathg, vol. 31, p. 193, Sivar 
A'alam al Nubala, vol. 3 p- 229, h. 45 

4. al Tabagat abKubra, vol. 4, p. 168, Ti 
Nubutla, vol. 3, p. 228, boas 

5. abFabagat alKubra, vol. 4, p. 49, ablitr'ab, vol. 3, p. 472, 246 

6 Musnad lo Hanbal, vol. 2, p. 412, 5713, Ibid. p. 304, h. S088, al Tabegat abKubra, 
vol. 4, p. 183, 


Hkh Dimasbg, vol. 31, p. 191, Siar A’alam al 
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47. Tarikh al 


Finally, even though ‘Abdullah narrated many traditions and 
is regarded as one of the great narrators of the Sunni School, but 
he was weak in knowledge, short sighted and dogmatic, not able 
to give a strong analysis of the political and social currents 
existing during that time. This weak personality and desire for a 
worldly life helped him to take such a vile position. ‘Abdullah 
died in 74 AI1/ 703 CE at the age of eighty four. 


bar: “Ali (as.) sent Kumayl al-Nalha't for 
‘Abdullah ibn ‘Umar, He brought him. ‘Ali (a.s.) said to him: 
“Rise with me.” ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Umar said: “I am with the people 
of Madina. I am but only one man from among them, When 
they enter into this affair I will also enter with them and I will 
not separate from them, so if they leave [for war] I will leaye and 
if they stay, I will stay.” 


“Ali (a.s) said: “Then give me someone to guarantee that you 
will not rise [against me].” He said: “I will not give you anyone.” 

‘Ali (as.) said; “IET did not know of your bad manners when 
you were young and at your old age, I would not have accepted. 
Let him go. I myself will vouch for him,”” 


48. Tarikh al-Tahard —narrating from Muhammad and Talha: 


“Zubair and Talha went out and met ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Umar and 
discouraged him [in accompanying ‘Ali (a.s.)|. ‘Abdullah said: “I 
am one of the people of Madina, If they agree to rise, I will rise 
and if they stay I will stay." So, they [Zubair and Talhal left him 
and returned.” 


49. al-Tabagat al-Kubra -narrating from Abu Hasins “Mu‘iwiya 


said: “Who is more deserving than we are for this affair [of 
ruling|?” ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Umar said: “I wanted to say: “The more 
deserving than you is the person who fought against you and 
your father over it”, but I remembered what I had in mind, so 1 
feared that this might create a problem.”* 


alMustadrak ‘ali alSabthayn, vol. 3, p. 642, b. 6355 & 6358, alTabagat al Kubra, 
vol. 4, p. 187, 

Tasikh al-Tabari, vol, 4 p. 480, al-Kamil fe al-Tarikh, vol. 2, p. 312, 

Tartth al Takart, vol, 4 p. 460, abKéil feat Tarikh, vol, 2, p. 314 

alTabagat al-Kubri, vol. 4, p. 182, Tarich Dimashg, vol. 3, p. 183, SigarA‘alim al 
Nubala, vol. 3, p. 2 
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50. 


SL. 


hal 


abst ab: “Nafi' was asked: “Why did ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Umar swear 
allegiance to Mu‘ awiya but not to ‘Ali (a.s.)?” 


Nafi‘ replied: “Ibn ‘Umar would not stretch a hand at a time 
of disunity, nor would he restrain it when there was unanimity. 
He did not swear allegiance to Muawiya until all others agreed 
to pledge allegiance to him.”! 


Musnad Ibn Hanbal -narrating from Nafi‘: “When the people of 
Madina rose up with Ibn Zubair and dethroned Yazid ibn 
Mu‘awiya, Ibn ‘Umar called his children and said: “We swore 
allegiance to this man on the basis of allegiance to God and His 
Messenger, and verily I heard the Messenger of God (s.a.w.) say: 


"For the treacherous there will rise a banner on the Day 
of Resurrection and it will be said: ‘this is the treachery of so- 
and-so’, and the greatest treachery, other than sharing a partner 
with God [polytheism] is that one pledges allegiance to another 
‘on the basis of allegiance to God and His Messenger and then 
abandon it. Therefore, let no one among you dethrone Yazid and 
exceed the limits of this affair [of ruling], or else a sword will lie 
between me and you!”? 


Fath al-Bart: “During that period [the period of the government 
of ‘Abdullah ibn Zubair}, ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Umar refused to swear 
allegiance to Ibn Zubair or to ‘Abd al-Malik, as he also refused 
to swear allegiance to ‘Ali (a.s.) or Mu'awiya, But later on, he 
swore allegiance to Mu‘awiya when he made peace with Hasan 
ibn ‘Ali (a.s.) and when people agreed on him, Alter the death of 
Mu'‘awiya, he [Abdullah Ibn ‘Umar] also swore allegiance to his 
son Yazid as the people had agreed upon him. After that, during 
the time of disagreements, he did nat swear allegiance to anyone 
until fbn Zubair was killed and the government was entirely 
handed over to ‘Abd al-Malik, and [‘Abdullah] then swore 
allegiance to him.”* 

Sabib al-Bukhart narrating (rom ‘Abdullah ibn Dinar: “When 


people swore allegiance to ‘Abd al-Malik, ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Umar 
wrote a letter to him: 


Le 


1 vol. 3 p. 472, b. 2864 


2. Musnad Ibn Hanbal, vol. 2, p. at2, h. 5713 & p. 304, h. 5088, al Tabaga? al-Kubva, 


yo. 4 p. 183. 


3. Fath al Bari, vol. 13, p. 195. 
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“To the servant of God ‘Abd al-Malik, the commander of the 
faithful, | truly confess my obedience and heedfulness to the servant of 
God ‘Abd al-Malik, the commander of the faithful, according to the 
teachings of God and the traditions of ITis Messenger as much as I am 
capable, and my children have also confessed to that.”! 


54. Sharh Nalj al-Balaghab: “He (‘Nbdullah ibn ‘Uinar] refused to swear 
allegiance to ‘Ali (a.s.), but knocked the door of Hlajjaj’s house at night 
to swear allegiance to ‘Abd al-Malik in order that he would not sleep 
that night without having a leader, as he heard that it had been 
narrated that the Prophet (5.a.w.} had said: “He who dies not having a 
leader dies the death of the age of ignorance.”, and the humiliation 
of Hajjaj to him was so extreme that he stretched his foot out of his 
bed and said: “Lay your hand on this [for allegiance]."” 


55. al Tubagat alKubra narrating from Nati: “During the time of Ibn 
Zubair, the Khawarij and the Khashabiya,’ Ibn ‘Umar was told: “You 
perform your prayers with these people and those people and they are 
Killing each other?” Ibn ‘Umar answered: "Whoever says ‘make haste to 
the prayer’ (haya ‘ala’ alsalab) and whoever says ‘make haste to 
righteousness (hanya ‘ala’ alfal ah), I will answer to him, and whoever 
says ‘make haste to the killing of your Muslim brother and seizing of 
his wealth’, T will say ‘no’,”* 


56. al Tebagat al Kubrd —narrating from Sayf alMazint “Ibn ‘Umar used 
to say: "I will nor fight during the time of sedition (fitmaé), but 1 will 
pray behind whoever is victorious,”* 

57. al Mustadrak ‘ala al Sabihain narrating from ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Umar; “| 
do not regret anything except that I did not fight along with “Ali (a.s,) 
against the rebel group.”* 


1. Sabif abBukharr, vol 6, p. 2634, b. 679 & 6777 & p. 2655, h. 6844, al Muwarta, vol, 
2, p. 983, b 3 

2. In al-Fusal abe Mukbtdra, this tradition is mentioned as follows: Haijaj told him, 
“Yesterday you refused to swear allegiance to ‘Ali (as.) although you yourselé 
narraced this Iradition [of being left without a leader (Imam)] and siow you 
have come to me to accept your allegiance to ‘Abd al-Malik? My hand is busy. 
Here is my foot, so swear your allegiance to ie!" (Sharh Nakj at Balaghab, vol. 13, 
p.242 Also cl al-Fusid abMubbrira, p. 265 

3. A branch of Jahmiya who believed in predestination. 

4. al Tabagat al-Kubra, vol. 4, p. 169, Hilixa-alAwliya, vol. 1, p. 309, Tarik Dimashy, 
vol. 31, p. 191. 

3. al Tabagat al-Kubra, vol. 4, p. 149, 

6.atMustadrak ‘ald al Sabibayn, vol. 3, p. 613). 6360, Ansab ulAshrdf; vol. 2, pad 
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58. al Tabagat al-Kubra ~narcating from Habib ibn Abi Thabit: “I 
heard that Ibn ‘Umar said [in his illness that led to his death] on 
his deathbed, “I do not regret over anything in the world except 
that I did not fight against the rebel group. 


See: The Englopedia of Amir al-Mu'minin, ‘Abdullah 
ibn ‘Umar. 


1/10-2 


Sa'd ibn Abi Waqqas 

He embraced Islam at the age of nineteen” and he was present 
in the battles of the Prophet (s.a.w.)* The Sunnis consider him as 
one of ‘the ten promised to enter paradise’. He was chosen as 
the commander of the Qadisiya army during the caliphate of 
“Umar,” and it was here that he became famous in the history of 
Islam. He then became the governor of Kifa,° and when the 
people of Kiifa complained about him, ‘Umar discharged him.’ 


|, al-Tabagat al-Kubri, vol 4p. 187, Usd alGhaba, vol. 3, p- 339, he 3082 
2. alMustadrak ‘ala alSabthayn, vol. , p. 86%, h. 6103, Tabdbib al Kana, vol, (0p 


313, h, 2209. 

3. al Mastadrak ‘ala alsSabipayn, vol. 5, p. 369, be61l1, ab Tabagat abKubra, vol. 3, p 
Me, 

4, Tarik Baghdad, vol, |, p. 144, h 4, Tabdbib atKamal, vol. 10, p. 310, b. 2229 


Taikh Dimasbg, wol. 2, p. 280 

5. abTabagat al-Kubra, vol. 6 p. 12, Tarikh Baghdad, vol. 1, p. 14, b. 4, abMa'drif by 
Thn Qutayba, p, 241 

ab tst'ab, vol. 2, p. 17 

vol. 6, p. 12 

alMa ‘arif by You Qutayba, p. 242, Siyarn A'alam al. 

Tahdbib al-Tabdbeb, vol. 2, p. 288, h. 2658, 


2, b. 968, al Tanith alSaghir, vol. 1, p. 


Tabagat al Kuba, 


Vibalay vol. 1, ps 117, by 5, 
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Sa‘d was a member of the six member council (to elect the 
Caliph)! who then left it in favor of ‘Abd al- Rahman ibn ‘Awf? 
In the caliphate of ‘Uthman, he once again took office as the 
governor of Kafa for a while® After some time, ‘Uthman 
dismissed him and designated Walid ibn ‘Ugaba in his place.* 


After the caliphate of Imam ‘Ali (a.s.), Sa'd in the beginning 
did not swear allegiance to the Imam ° and he secluded himself 
from the battles led by ‘Ali (a.s.) and did not support him." 


He admired Imam ‘Ali (as. and enumerated his excellence 
during the reign of Mu‘awiya and in his presence.’ It was too 
heavy for Mu‘awiya, so he insulted him and said to him: “If you 
admit to all this, why didn’t you help him?"® [Later on] He 
admitted to his own failure in observing the rights of Imam ‘Ali 
(a.s.), swearing allegiance to him, and accompanying him.” 


Sa'd died in 55 AH/ 674 CE,'° His son, ‘Umar ibn Sa‘d was 
the commander of the ‘Umayyad army that fought against 
Husain (a.s.) in Karbala.!! 


Tarith Baghdad, vol. |, p, 134, h. 4, Hiliya al Aelia, vol. |, p. 98, abMu'arif’ by 

Tho Qutayba, p. 221 

2. Sabip alBukhart, vol. 3, p. 1386, h. 3497 

3, ab-Lartch alSaghtr, vol. \, p. 138 al Tabagat abKubra, vol. 6, p. 12, alsMa'arif by 
Ibn Qutayba, p, 242, 

4. al-Tarikh alSaghir, vol. 1, p. 134, al Tabagat alKubra, vol, 8, p. 12, alMe'arif by 
Thn Qutaybi, p, 242 

5, Ansab atAshraf, vol. 3, p. 9, Tartkh atTabart, vol. 4, p. 431, al-Kamil fi al-Turtkh, 
vol. 2 p. 303. 

6, Siar A alam al-Nubald, vol. 1, p. 122, bh. 5 

1. atMustadrak ‘ala abSabibayn, vol. 3, p. \17, h. 4875, Murij alDhabab, vol. 3, p23. 

8, Muruj al Dhabab, vol. 3p. 

9. abMastadrak ‘ala al-Sabihayn, vol 
‘Me'minin, vol. 2, p40, B88 

10, l-Tarikh abSaghir, vol. |, p- 126, al Tabagat abKubra, vol. 3, ps 49, absitu'jam al 
Kabir, vol. 1, p. 139, h.301 

M1. abMa'arif by iba Qutayba, p. 248 


pe 126, by A001, Managib “Ale Amir al 
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59. alMustadrak ‘ald alSabibayn —narrating from Khaythama ibn ‘Abd al- 
Rahman; “I heard someone say to Sa‘d ibn Malik: “Truly, "All (a) 
will reprimand you, Why did you shun allegiance to bim?” Sa'd 
replied: “By God, that was what I'concluded and [I admit that] I made 
a mistake. Truly, “Ali (a.s.)possesses three features that if one of them 
belonged to me, it was more favorable to me than the whale world and 
what it contains.” 


60, Murij alDhabab —narrating from Ibn “A’isha and others: “After Sa‘d 
praised ‘Ali (as,), mentioned some of his virtues and wished that he 
had one of them, Mu‘awiya told him: * Be seated in order to listen to 
the reply to what you have said. You have never been more 
reproachable ta me than you are now, Why didn’t you help him then? 
Why did you refuse to swear allegiance to him? For indeed if I had 
heard from the Prophet (s.a.w.) what you have heard about ‘Ali (as. ),1 
would have been a servant to him as long as I lived.” 

Sa'd said: “By God, I deserve this position [serving “Ali (a.s.)] more 
than you.” Then Mu‘awiya went on to say: “The people of the Bani 


“Udhra tribe would not accept this from you (Sa'd is said to belong to 
the Bani "Udhea tribe). 


See: The Encyclopedia of Amir alMx minin, Sa‘d ibn 
Abi Waqqas 


1/103 


Muhammad ibn Maslama 


He was one the companions of the Messenger of God (s.a.w,) who 
was present in all his battles’ except in the Battle of Tabuk.’ After [the 
death of] the Prophet (s.a.w.), he accompanied ‘Umar when they 
entered the house of Fatima (as) and he is the one who is said to have 
broken Zubair's sword? and was an accomplice in the killing of Sa'd 
ibn ‘Ubada® 


|. abMustadrak ‘ala at-Sabibayr, vol. 3, p. 126, b. 4001, Managib Amir al Mu ‘minty, 
vol. 2, p. ai, b. 678 

2. Murai al Dbabab, vol. 3, p. 28 

3. al Fabagat al Kubra, vol. 3, p. 483, Sivar A’alam al-Nubala, vol, 2, p, 369, 8.7, Und 
‘al-Ghaba, vol. 5, p. 107, h. 4768 

4, Usd al-Ghaba, vol. 5, p. 107, h. 4168, al-Jabagat atKubra, vol. 3, p. 443, allsaba, vol. 
6, p. 28, h. 7822 

5. Sharh Nabj atBalaghah, vol, 6, p. 48, alSunan al-Kubra, vol. & p. 263, b. t6si7, 
Damas al-Rijal, vol. 8, p. 38 

6, abfptiiai, vol. 1, p. 180, B36. 
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He was in charge of inspecting state administrators during the 
government of ‘Umar and whenever a complaint was brought 
against one of the administrators, ‘Umar would dispatch him to 
investigate,! 

After the assassination of “Uthman, [Muhammad] refused to 
swear allegiance to ‘Ali (a.s.) and called it a ‘sedition’, Therefore he 
secluded himself and took up a wooden sword [remained 
indifferent}? 

He was killed by a man from Jordan due to his disobedience to 
“Ali (a.s,) and Mu'awiyas 


110-4 


Usama ibn Zaid 


Usama* was a mawld of the Prophet (s.a.w.),° and his mother, 
Umm Ayman, was one of the Prophet's nursemaids,° 


In the last days of his life, the Holy Prophet (s.a.w.) appointed 
him as the commander of the army’ while he was only eighteen 
years of age and there were people like Abu Bakr, ‘Umar and Abu 
“Ubayda in his army. 

He was highly respected and honored during the time of the 
caliphs. “Umar ibn al-Khatab allocated a salary of five thousand 
dinars for him, while his own son would receive only two thousand 
dinars.® 

He refused to swear allegiance to ‘Ali (a.s,) and gave excuses,” 
and in some historical sources it 1s mentioned that Imam ‘Al (a.s}) 
accepted his excuses,!” 

It is mentioned that Imam al-Baqir (as.) has said: “He had 
repented, so do not speak but well about him.”" 


1, Usd al-Ghaba: 5/101/3768, al4gaba: 6/29/7822, 

2, al Fabagat ai-Kubra, vol. 3, p. 445, Sivar A'atam al-Nubala, vol. 2, p. 69, h. 71, Usd 
ak-Ghitba, vol. sp. U7, be 68 

3. SiyarA alam alNubala, vol, 2, p. 373, h. 77, a:Jptba, vol. 6, p, 9, h. 7822 

4. He was the son of Zaid, who was freed by the Prophet (s.a.w.) 

5. Rijal al-Tust, p21, ). 4, Spar A ‘alam alNubala, vol. 2, p. 31, h. 104 Usd abGhaba, 
vol. 1, p. 195, b. #4, 

6. Siyar A alam al-Nubalé, vol. 2, p.498, h. 108, Usd alGhiba, vol. |, p. 195, he 84 

1. Shar A ‘alam atNubala, vol. 2, p, 500, b. 105, Usd alGhaba, vol. \, p. 195-196, by 8 
al-Tabagat al-Kubra, vol. 2, p. 190. 

8 Usd al-Ghaba, vol. |, p. 195 & 196, b. #4 

9. Usd al-Ghaba, vol. 1, p. (96, 84 

10, Rijal aKasbi, vol. lp. 197, f, 82 

U1 bid, p. 195, ha 
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When Usama died, Imam Hasan (a.s.) shrouded him in red 
cloth from Yemen.' 


1/10-5 


Hassan ibn Thabit 
Hassan was a companion of the great Messenger (s.a.w.) and 
his poet* about whom the Prophet (s.a.w.) said : “O Hassan! You 
will continue to be assisted by the Holy Spirit as long as you give 
assistance to us by your tongue.” He was a poet from among the 
Ansars who used to satire the polytheists of Quraysh, He was also 
the one who versified the event of Ghadir al-Khumm in a poem* 


Hassan was a very coward, so he did not attend any of the 
battles of the Prophet (s.a.w.).* He was a follower of ‘Uthmin 
and deviated away from Imam ‘Ali (a.s.),° He did not participate 
in the pledge of allegiance to ‘Ali (a.s,) nor did he participate in 
any of the Imam’s battles, and he did not write any poems in 
honor of Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) after his caliphate, 


Hassan lived for sixty years in the predslamic era (alabiliya) 


and sixty years after the advent of Islam.® 


61. AlMustadrak ‘ala alSabibayn —narrating from ‘Urwa on the 
authority of Safiya, daughter of ‘Abd al-Muttalib: “I was the first 
woman to kill a man. I was in the shelter of Hassan ibn Thabit 


1. abKaff, vol. 3, p. (495. 9 Tahdhib atAbRam, val, 1, p. 296, b. 866, Rijal al-Kas 
vol 1, p. 193, 80 


2. Sivar A’alam al-Nubald, vol. 2 p. 512, b. 106 
3. aldysbitd, vol, \, p. 177, Khasd'is all “imma, p. «2, Mam ab Ward, vol. |, p. 262 8263 
4. Sivar A'alam al-Nubala, vol. 2, p, 513-821, h. 106, Und al-Ghaba, vol. 2, p. 69, h 


ass, 

5: Muritj at Dhabab, vol. 2, p. 336, Aniah al Ashraf, vol. 3, p. 64, abGhavée, vol. 1, p. 
221 

6. Siyar A'lam al-Nabala, vol. 2, p. 512, h. 106, Usd al.Ghaba, vol. 2p. 9h. 153 
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and he stayed with the children and women while the Prophet 
(s.a.w.) was digging the ditch.” 


Safiya said: “A Jewish man passed nearby and wandered 
around our fort. I said to Hassan: “This Jewish man is 
approaching the shelter as you see and our women are not safe 
while the Prophet (s.a.w.) and his companions are unaware of us. 
Go and kill him.” 


Hassan said: “May God bless you, daughter of ‘Abd al- 
Muttalib! By God, you know I am not a man for this.” 


Safiya said: “When Hassan said so and I found that he was 
not going to do anything, I prepared myself then picked up a 
pole from the shelter and went down to that person and beat 
him with the pole until 1 killed him. I then returned to the 
shelter and said: “O Hassan! Get out and take his clothes off. I 
would have done it myself had I not been a woman.” 


Hassan said: “I have no need to ransack him,”! 


LatMustadrak ‘ala abSabibayn, vol 4, p. 6, h. 6867, «lSunan abKubrd, vol. 6p. S02, 
ho m7. 


AISI 


1/2 


bheballise 


Soa Daffel ae ss ea ay 62 


pil bei My pW vie Jad Vo spl Lh 


cies goats 


Chapter Two 
The Reforms of Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) 


al 
The Voice of Justice and Its Reverberation 


62. Shar Nabj al-Balaghah —narrating from Abii Ja‘far allskafi: “On the 
second day of his allegiance, which was Monday 19" of Dhil Hajj, he 
[Imam ‘Ali (a.,)] ascended the pulpit, praised and glorified God 
Almighty and mentioned Muhammad (s.a.,) and sent blessings to 
him, He then enumerated the bounties of God Almighty over the 
Muslims and mentioned this world and called people to be ascetic 
adopt a life of asceticism], and he mentioned the Hereafter and 
encouraged people towards it. He then said: 

Verily when the Messenger of God (s.a.w.) passed away, 
people elected Aba Bakr as their caliph; and then Abu Bakr 
appointed ‘Umar as the caliph [after himself], he followed the 
way of Abi Bakr, Then he consigned the caliphate to the six 
person council which led to the election of ‘Uthman, He 
committed things that you disapproved of and you knew so. 
Then he was besieged and murdered. After that you came to me 
willingly and asked me to accept your leadership. I am one of 
you whose benefit and loss are the same as yours; and God has 
opened up the door between you and the people of the Qibla [the 
Muslims]. Evils have assailed like the pieces of a dark night; and 
the weight of the government cannot be borne except by 2 man 
of forbearance, insight and aware of the affairs of this matter. If 
you stay straight by my side, I will carry you on the path of your 
Prophet (s.a.w.) and will implement among you what [ am 
assigned to provided you remain steadfast, and God is the 
Helper. 

Let it be known that my position in relation to the Messenger 
of God (s.a,w,) after his death is the same as my position during 
his lifetime. So be committed to what you are commanded to 
and stop what you are forbidden to do. Do not make haste in 
anything unuil I clarify it for you, for we have reasons to present 
for whatever you do not like. 
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God from above His heavens and Throne knows that I was 
reluctant to rule over the nation of Muhammad (s.a.w.) until you 
all agreed unanimously upon it, because [ heard the Messenger of 
God (s.a.w.) say: “Any ruler who rules the government after me 
will be stopped at the edge of the Path (siraf) and the angels will 
open his book of deeds. If he is a just ruler, God will save him 
for his justice, and if he was a tyrant the Path will shake him so 
violently that his joints will break apart and he will fall down to 
Hellfire. The first thing that will hit the fire will be his nose and 
then the scorching of his face.” But now that you have agreed 
upon my rule, I cannot leave you.” 

Then he turned his face to his right and left and said: 

“Be aware, tomorrow, when your men are enticed by the 
world, acquire gardens, make rivers gush out, ride on light. 
footed horses, and take their own fair looking maids, if] prevent 
them from what they are involved in and make them observe 
their rights that they know well, no men of yours should 
disapprove, criticize, take it as shame and disgrace upon himself 
and say: “The son of Abu Talib has deprived us of our rights” 

Anyone of the Muhajirvim and the Ansar among the 
companions of the Messenger of God (s.a.w.) who thinks that he 
has merit and virtue more than anyone else because of his 
companionship must know that the real virtue tomorrow is with 
God and his reward will be by God. Anyone who responds to the 
call of God and His Messenger, confirms our doctrine, enters 
our religion and faces towards our gibla will enjoy the rights of 
Islam and its laws. 

You are the servants of Allah, and wealth belongs to God, and 
it will be equally divided among you. Nobody has superiority in 
it over others, and God will reward the virtuous tomarrow with 
the best of rewards and greatest of blessings. God has nat put the 
world as rewards for the pious, and what is with God is best for 
the good doers. 

By the will of God, when tomorrow comes, you must come to 
Us so that we can divide among you the wealth that is with us, 
and no Muslim should fail in showing up, Arab or non-Arab, 
tich or poor, This was what I had to say, I ask God's forgiveness 
for myself and you.” 


He then descended the pulpit. 
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{Ibn Abi al-Hadid says] “Our master AbG Jafar says: “This 
was the first speech of his (a.s,) that some did not like and they 
started to hate him and disapproved of distributing the wealth in 
equal shares. 

The next day, ‘Ali (as) came and the people gathered to 
receive their portion. He then said to his secretary ‘Ubaydullah 
ibn Abi Rafi’: “Begin with the Muhdjirin, Call them and give 
three dinars to each person, then call the Ansar and give them 
the same amount. After that, call all the present people, Arabs 
and non-Arabs and give them their portion.” 

Sahl ibn Hunayf said: “O Commander of the Faithfull This 
man was my servant yesterday and I freed him just today.” ‘Ali 
said: “We will give him the same portion as yours.” And he gave 
everyone three dinars and did not give anyone superiority over 
another. Talha, Zubair, ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Umar, Sa'd ibn al“As, 
Marwan ibn Hakam and some men from Quraysh and other 
tribes refused [to accept] such division. 

Abo Ja‘far said: ““Ubaydullah ibn Abi Rafié heard “Abdullah ibn 
Zubair say to his father, Talha, Marwin and Sa‘td: “We know 
what ‘Ali meant by his words yesterday,” Sa‘id ibn al-'As turned 
toward Zaid ibn Thabit and quoting the proverb: “It is you I am 
speaking to, but listen © neighbor!”! Then ‘Ubaydullah ibn Abr 
Rafi’ said to Sa‘id and ‘Abdullah ibn Zubair: “God said in lis 
Book: “Burt most of you were averse to the tri 

Then ‘Ubaydullah ibn Abt Rafi reported the event to ‘Ali 
(a.s.). He said: “By God, if I remain safe and sound | will take 
them to the bright path. May God kill ibn al-‘As! He found out 
from the words I said yesterday that [ meant him and his 
companions the ones who are among the perished.” 

He [Aba Ja‘far] said: “While people gathered in the mosque 
after dawn, Talha and Zubair entered and sat ina corner away 
from ‘Ali (a..). Then Marwan, Sa'id and Ibn Zubair arrived and 
sat next to the two. Later on, a group of Quraysh joined them, 
and they whispered together for a while. 


1, i, he was indirectly addressing us. 
2, Qur'an, 4378 
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After that, Walid ibn ‘Aqaba stood up, went close to ‘Ali (a.s.) 
and said: “O Aba alHasan! You cut us from our near of kin 
(ruined us all). As for me, you killed my father in the battle of 
Badr so painfully and humiliated my brother in the event of 
Yawm al-Dar, As for Sa‘id, you killed his father in the battle of 
Badr while he was a warrior of the tribe of Quraysh, As for 
Marwan, you humiliated his father in front of ‘Uthman when 
“Uthman called and joined him to himself, even though we are 
your brothers and peers from among the children of ‘Abd 
Manaf. Today, we swear allegiance to you on the condition that 
you let us keep the possessions left to us from the time of 
“Uthman and that you kill the murderers of ‘Uthman. In truth, 
if we fear you, we will abandon you and join the people of 
Sham.” 

‘Then ‘Ali (a.s.) said: “As for your saying that I have killed 
your near of kin (ruined you all), the Truth [God] did so to you 
(you deserved it); as for letting you keep your possessions, it is 
not permissible for me to dispense to you and others with the 
rights of God; as for killing the murderers of ‘Uthman, if it were 
incumbent on me to do it, I would kill them yesterday. However, 
it is your right upon me that if you fear me I will provide you 
with security, and if | fear you I should send you away.” 

Walid stood up and talked to his companions. Then they 
scattered around with the intention to express their hostility and to 
spread opposition. Once their hostility became evident, ‘Ammar 
ibn Yasir said to his companions: “Make a move to go to these few 
brothers of yours, as we heard their opposition and accusations 
toward their leader. Verily, the tyrants have penetrated among them 
and Zubair and the left-handed rebel, ic., Talha.” 

Abu Haytham, ‘Ammar, Abu Ayyab, Sahl ibn Hunaif and 
another group with them stood up and went to ‘Ali (a.s.) and 
said: “O Commander of the Faithful! See into your affair and 
reprimand this group from Quraysh, since they have broken up 
their allegiance and promise to you and they have secretly called 
us to abandon you -may God make you successful on your path. 
‘The reason is that they do not like leadership and have no longer 
the spirit of following, When you treated the Arabs and the non- 
Arabs equally, they turned their back on you, maintained a 
liaison with your enemy and revered him, bringing up the 
vengeance for the murder of ‘Uthman in order to create disunity 
among Muslims and coalition among the misguided. Now, 
whatever you say!” 
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“Ali (as) came out [of his house] and ascended the pulpit, 
wearing a colorless shirt, clad in a Qatari coverlet with a sword 
fastened on his waist and leaning on a bow. He said: “We praise 
God, our Lord, our God, our Protector, and our Benefactor; the 
One who granted us His apparent and unseen blessings as His favor 
to us without our power and ability, in order to test us [to see] 
whether we are grateful or ungrateful, He who is grateful will receive 
more [blessings], and the one who is ungratelul will be punished. 
[Thus] The best of people in the sight of Allah in status and the 
closest of them to Him through their deeds are the most submissive 
to His commands, the most committed to obeying Him, the most 
obedient to the suana of His Messenger, and the most active in 
reviving the Qur'an. Nobody is superior in our view except by 
obedience to God and His Messenger. Here is the Book of God 
among us, and the covenant and the sira [conduct and teachings] of 
the Messenger of God before us. No one is unaware of this fact but 
the ignorant defiant and denier of Truth, God Almighty says: "O 
mankind! Indeed ae created you from a male and a female, and made 
you nations and tribes that you may identify with one another. Indeed the 
noblest of you in the sight of Allah is the most Godiwary among you.” 

He then called out in a loud voice: “Obey Allab and she Apostte, 
but if they turn away, indeed Allah docs not like the faithless? 

He then said: “O group of Mubajirin and Ansar! Do you count it as 
a favor to Allab that you have embraced Islam. Say, ‘Do not count it asa 
fivor to me your embracing of Islam. Rather itis Allah who bas done you 
4 favor in that He his guided you to faith, should jou be truthful.” 

Alter that he said” “I am Abd al-Hasan!” (Ie would utter this 
statement when ina fury.) Then he said: “Let it be known that this 
world that you desire and sock after and is the cause of your anger 
and happiness is not your home or your station for which you were 
created, So let it not deceive you! I have warned you against it. Seek 
the completion of God's favor on you by exercising endurance in 
His obedience and humility before His commands, glorified be [is 
praise.” 

“In these assets, there is no superiority for any person over the 
other. These are the assets of God who has commanded to be 
divided and you are Muslims the servants of God, and this is the 


1 Qur'an, 4013 


ura, 9:32 


2.Q 


3, Qur'an, 99:17 
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Book of God to which we have admitted and surrendered, It is 
the covenant of our Prophet among us, Whoever is not content 
with it then let him go to wherever he wishes, for there is no fear 
for him who practices obedience to God and who judges 
according to God's commands.” 

He then descended from the pulpit and performed two rak'as 
of prayers. He then sent ‘Ammar ibn Yasir and ‘Abd al-Rahman 
ibn Hisl al-Qurashi for Talha and Zubair wha were sitting in a 
corner of the mosque. They went to Talha and Zubair and called 
them to ‘Ali (as). They rose, went to ‘Ali (a.s,) and sat next to 
him. 

‘Ali (a.s,) told them: “I swear you by God, did you not come 
to me obediently for allegiance and asked me for it, whereas I 
was reluctant towards it?” 

They said: “Yes.” 

He said: “Wasn't it that you swore your allegiance to me and 
entrusted your covenant to me without force and compulsion?” 

They said: “Yes.” 

He said: “So what has made you to do such things?” 

They said: “We swore allegiance to you on the condition that 

you do not do anything without our view, consult with us in all 
affairs and do not rule over us arbitrarily. Our superiority over 
others is evident to you, Then why do you divide properties, 
make decisions and do all these without consulting and 
informing us?” 
“Ali (as.) said: “You protested against minor things but left 
out many other things. Seek God’s forgiveness and He will 
forgive you. Tell me whether I prevented you from a right that 
was yours and wronged you thereby?” 

They said: “God forbid!" 

He said: “Did I choose anything for myself from these assets?” 

‘They said: “God forbid!” 

He said: “Has anything happened concerning the rights of any 
of the Muslims or a precept fof the Faith] that am unaware of or 
failed in?” 

They said: “God forbid!” 

He said: “So what work of mine do you dislike that made you 
decide to oppose me?” 
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They said: “You divide the property in a different way from 
that of ‘Umar ibn Khattab; you allotted the same portion to us 
as others, treating us and those who are not like us as equal in 
the spoils that God granted to us under the protection of our 
swords and our lances, and we laid our hand on them, on foot 
and on horseback and took them back by force and compulsion 
from those who did not surrender to Islam except by force.” 

“Ali (a.s.) said: “As regards what you said about consulting 
with you, I swear by God that I was not inclined to rule. You 
called me to it and appointed me therein. | feared that if I would 
refuse your proposal, disunity would arise among the nation. So 
when the government came to me, I looked through the Book of 
God and the traditions of his Messenger and did what they 
guided me to do, | followed that [guidance] and I did not need 
your opinions ot any other's. If something happens that is not 
stated in the Book of God and whose proof is not present in the 
traditions and requires consultation, will of course consult you.” 

“As for dividing [property] and not acting according to the 
way of the caliphs, verily, it is not something I have initially 
passed a ruling about; but you and I saw that the Messenger of 
God did so and the Book of God to which falsehood has no 
access from neither front (now) nor back (in future) and is sent 
by God the Most Wise and the Most Praised also orders such.” 

“As for my dividing the spoils gained by swords and lances 
among you and others equally, in the past there were also a 
group who were precedent over others in Islam who contributed 
to it by their swords and lances, but the Messenger of God did 
not give them priority in dividing the spoils and did not grant 
them any advantages for their precedence in faith, Of course, 
God Almighty will reward the pioncers and the fighters on the 
Day of Resurrection. By God, you and others do not have 
anything beyond this with me, May God guide our hearts and 
yours toward the Truth and inspire patience and forbearance in 
all of us!” 

Then he said, “May God have mercy on the person who sees 
the truth and supports it, and when he sees the wrong, rejects it 
and he who helps the truth against who is on the wrong.” 

flbn Abi alHadid says) Our master Abu Ja‘far said: “It is 
reported that Talha and Zubair have said at the time of 
allegiance: “We swear allegiance to you on the condition that we 
participate in the government with you.” But ‘Ali (a.s.) replied to 
them: “No, but you will share the spoils with me, I shall not 
prefer anyone of you over the others or overa slave for a dirham 
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or anything less than that. Neither I nor these two children of 
mine will do that, If you insist on participation, you will be my 
companions at the time of [my] weakness and need, not at the 
time of strength and resistance.” 

Abu Ja'far says: “They put conditions that were not legitimate 
in the ‘agreement of trusteeship’ (‘agd alAmana)', and he set 
conditions that were necessary in religion and law. 

It is reporied that Zubair shouted from among the crowd: 
“This is our reward from ‘Ali! In the event of ‘Uthman, we rose 
up in his favor until he was killed and when he attained his goal 
with our help, he placed our inferiors above us.” 

Talha said: "We deserve reproach, We were in a council of 
three people; one of us, being Sa‘d, disagreed, but we two swore 
allegiance to him. What we had we left at his disposal and he 
withheld from us what he had in his possession, Today, we sce 
yesterday's hopes gone with the wind and hold out no hope of 
tomorrow because of today’s faults.” 

[bn Abi al-Hadid goes on to say] “If you say: “Abu Bakr also 
made divisions equally but nobody objected to him as they did 
in the time of the Commander of the Faithful, then what is the 
difference between these two eras?” I would answer: “Abit Bakr 
divided the assets equally following the Messenger of God 
(jaw.). When “Umar became a caliph and preferred one group 
to another, this turned into a habit and previous manners were 
forgotten, and ‘Umar's government lasted too long. Avarice and 
extravagance overwhelmed people’s hearts and the oppressed 
began to practice contentedness and they got used to it, There 
was no assumption for any of the two classes that this situation 
would change. When ‘Uthman took over the caliphate, he 
followed the footsteps of “Umar in running the state, Thus 
people's trust in this way of ruling increased and it is hard to 
change what people are accustomed to. 


So, when the Commander of the Faithful took up the 
government, he was determined to bring the way of government 
back to the way it was during the time of the Messenger of God and 
Aba Bakr, a way which had remained forgotten and unpracticed 

1. The original text (Sbarb Nakj a Bat bah) has it as Amana (trust), however, the 
right word is imama (leadership) which is more pertinent as per ity context, 
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for twenty two years. Therefore this change was intolerable for 
people. They disliked it and saw it too heavy for them to bear, 10 
the extent that it was followed by the breaking of allegiance and 
disobedience, and God has His own decrees and He carries them 
out.” 


. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) “in his first sermon after the people's allegiance 


to him following the assassination of ‘Uthman: “Now, be aware, 
nobody should care about anyone else except himself; onc before 
whose eyes is the fire of Hell is distracted from Paradise [by 
thinking of the Hell]. There are three groups [of people]: the 
hard-working struggler, the hopeful seeker, and the neglectful 
whose place is in the Fire. There are two other groups; the angel 
who flies by two wings and a prophet whom God supports 
There is no sixth,” 

“Perished is he who claims, and he who plunges into (doubts) 
will tumble; both the right and the left are misleading and the 
middle way is the [right] Path; the Path on which are the Qur'an, 
the sina and the traces of Prophethood,” 

“God has cured [the pains of] this nation by two medicines 
the whip and the sword. The imam is to have no leniency 
[towards wrong-doings],” so hide in your houses and improve 
yourselves. Repentance is behind you. The one who rises to 
battle against che truth will be destroyed.” 

“There were things that took place wherein you are not 
excused for in my view and if I wanted to state them, I would 
May God forgive what has occurred! Those two men left and the 
third one rose like a raven whose only concern is its belly. Woe 
on him! It would be better for him if his wings were clipped and 
his head cut off, 

“Look (and listen carefully)! If you have not believed then 
deny, but if you recognize, then take action. There is right and 
wrong and there are followers for each, If wrong dominates, it has 
always happened so in the past, and if truth goes down, that may 
one day gain power even though insignificant. It seldom happens 
that a thing that lags behind comes forward. If you return to 


\. Shar Nabj at-Balaghab, vol. 7, p. 36, Bibir abAntear, vol. 32, p. 16, lh. Also ct 


Nabj al-Balaghab, Seemon 20s, 


2, Evidently, the Imam (as.) means special situations, as his other words in 


confrontation with people and also his practical way of life refer to this point. 
[The Author] 
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“4. 


Yourselves (your senses), you will become fortunate. I fear that 
you remain in laxity; I have no other duty but to be diligent.” 


“Let it be known that the pious of my family and the pure 
ones of them are the most tolerant in childhood and the most 
knowledgeable in adulthood. Let it be known that we are the 
household that have acquired our knowledge from the Divine 
Knowledge, we rule by Divine Command and we are committed 
to the sayings of a truthful person, If you follow our signs, you 
will be guided by our insight; otherwise Allah will destroy you 
with our hands. The banner of ‘Truth is with us. Those who 
follow it will reach [us] and those who turn their back on it will 
perish." 


“Let it be known that through us the failings of the faithful 
will be made up for and through us the loop of humiliation will 
be removed from your necks. It [Guidance] begins by us, rather 
than by you and it ends by us, rather than by you.”" 


Imam ‘Ali (as.) — from what he said when he was sworn 
allegiance to in Madina: “I take the responsibility for what I say 
and I am answerable for it. He who takes lessons from (God’s) 
punishments that afflicted the people in the past is prevented by 
picty from falling into doubts.” 


“Be aware that the same test and trouble which existed when 
the Prophet (s.a.w.) was first sent has returned. By Him who sent 
the Prophet with truth you will be severely tested, bitterly sieved 
as a thing that is sieved, and fully mixed as by spooning in a 
cooking pot until your low persons become high and high ones 
become low and those who were ahead shall remain behind.” 


“By God, I have neither concealed a single word nor spoken 
any lie, and I had been informed of this event and of this time. 
Beware that sins are like unruly horses on which their riders have 
been placed and their reins have been let loose so that they 
would jump with them into Hell. Indeed, piety is like trained 
horses on which the riders have been placed with the reins in 
their hands to take them to the Heaven.” 


Lrshad, vol. |, p. 239, Nathr al-Durr, vol. \, p. 270, al-Bayan wa ab-Tabyin, vol. 2, 
p. 50, abled al-Fartd, vol. 3, p, U9, 
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“There is right and there is wrong and there are followers for each, If 
wrong dominates, it has always been so in the past and if truth gocs down, 
thar too has often occurred, It seldom happens that a thing that is gone 
should return.” 


65, Imam ‘Ali (as.) ~ fom what he said after being sworn allegiance to for 
the caliphate, Some people from among the companions of the 
Prophet (s.a.w.) said to him: "You should punish the people who 
assaulted ‘Uthman,” He (as.) answered: “O My brothers! Iam not 
ignorant of what you know, but how do I have the power for it while 
those who assaulted him are in the height of their power? They have 
power over us and we do not have power over them. 

They are those with whom your slaves have risen and the Bedouins 
have joined. They are now among you and harming you as they like, 
Do you see thar you have any power to gain what you want? This is 
certainly an act of the pre-Islamic period (aljabitiyya) and these people 
have still roots in that period. When the matter is taken up, people will 
have different views about it. One group will sce as you do, but 
another will see what you do not sce and there will be still another 
group who will be neither this way nor that way. Be patient till the 
people calm down and hearts settle in their places so that rights can be 
easily achieved for the people, Let me be calm, and sce what comes to 
you from me [wait for my order|, Do not de anything that can shatter 
your power, weaken your strength and ereate feebleness and disgrace. | 
Shall control this affair ag far as possible [not resorting to a war), but if 
I find it necessary, the last treatment wall of course be branding with a 
hot iron [through war]."* 


1, Nabj atBalaghah, Sermon 16, abKafe, vol. 8, p. 67, b, 23. Lt is quoted in alKaft 
narrating from “Ali ibn Ri'ab and Ye'gib al-Sarraj who have quoted this 
sermon from Imam al-Sadiq on the authority of “Ali (as, however, this book 
contains the additional statement as follows: “Doors of paradise were opened 
up to them and they scented its fragrance, Itwas said 10 them, ‘Enter you here in 
peace wal security! Lex it be known that he has preceded me in this affair whom L 
have not shared therein, to whom I have not given it (caliphat), and for whom 
there is no way to gain save through a prophet 1o be sent forth. However, there 
will be no Prophet after Muhammad (s.aw.) (He got the position by 
usurpation) ~ [for that reason he was placed on the brink of « collapsing bank, 
which collapses with him) into. the fie of bell. 
Sayyid al-Sharif abRadi says: “In this small speech there is more beauty than 
can be appreciated, and excellence aroused by it 15 more than the appreciation 
accorded to it. Despite what we have stated it has so many aspects of eloquence 
that cannot be expressed nor can anyone reach its depth and no one can 
understand what Tam saying unless one has attained this art and known its 
details." "...but 0 one grasps them except those who have knowledge.” Que’an, 29:3, 

2. Nabj alBalaghab, Sermon 168, Tarskh ab Tabari, vol. 4, p. 437, Malin al-Fitar, 
vol. 1, p. 199 
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66, 


67. 


68. 


22 
Dismissing ‘Uthman’s Administrators 


Tarikh al-Ya‘qubi: “Ali (a.s,) dismissed ‘Uthmin’s administrators 
from the cities, except Aba Masa al-Ash‘ari whom Malik al- 
Ashtar recommended, so he was kept in office."! 


al-Tkhtisds: “People gathered around ‘Ali (a.s.) and said to him: 
“Appoint your opponents as governors and then dismiss them.” 
“Ali (a.s,) said; “Cheating, deception and treachery are in Fire."* 


Al-Amali ~narrating from Sahim: “When allegiance was sworn to 
the Commander of the Faithful “Ali ibn Abi Talib (a.s.), he was 
informed that Mu‘dwiya had refused to pledge allegiance and 
had said: “If he reinstalls me as governor of Sham and gives me 
back the responsibilities that ‘Uthman had assigned to me, I will 
swear allegiance to him.” 


After this, al-Mughayra came to the Commander of the 
Faithful and said: “O Commander of the Faithful! You know 
Mu'awiya very well and that the ruler before you appointed him 
as the governor of Sham, Appoint him with the same post so 
that the situation will not lose order, then if you happen to 
change your mind, dismiss him.” 

‘The Commander of the Faithful said: “O Mughayra! Do you 
guarantee my life in between his appointment and his dismissal?" 


He said, “No.” 


“Ali (as) said: “Would not God Almighty ever ase me how I 
installed him over two Muslims in the darkness of the night?” 
“Nor do | take those who mislead as assistants” However, | will send 
for him and call him to what is with me from the Truth. If he 
complies, he is considered as a Muslim who has rights and duties like 
those of others, and if he refuses, | will complain of him to God.” 


Mughayra returned while saying: “Then complain of him”, 
and recited: 


1, Tarikh al-¥a'gubs, vol. 2, p. 179. 
2, ablkhisas, p. 150, Bihar anew, vol. 40, p. 105, 
3. Qur'an, 18:51 
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69. 


“1 advised ‘Ali about the son of Harb, 
He rejected the advice and fate will not give bim a second char 
He did not accept my advice that I came to bim with, 
And that advice was sufficient for him. 
Others said to him the best and most sincere of advices, 
And L said to him that this advice is priceless.! 


Tavikh al‘Tabart narrating from Ibn ‘Abbas: ““Uthman summoned 
me and appointed me in charge of Hajj pilgrimage. I left for Mecca 
and prepared the people’s affairs for the Hajj pilgrimage and read 
“Uthman’s letter to them. I then returned to Madina and ‘Ali (as.) 
was sworn allegiance to, so | went to his house and I found al- 
Mughayra ibn Shu'ba who was meeting him privately, I was kept at 
the door until al-Mughayra came out and I asked him: ‘What did 
this person [al-Mughayra] say to you? 

The Imam said: “He has said to me more than once before 
“Send letters to ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Amir, Mu‘awiya and to the 
agents of ‘Uthman and reinstall them to their previous posts so 
that they would be able to let people swear allegiance to you 
They can convince the people and calm down the towns.” I 
rejected his proposal from that day and said: “By God, if there is 
only one hour left of my life, I will make attempt to maintain 
my notions and I will never give authority to these people or let 
anyone like them to enter the government.”* 

He [‘Ali] (as.) then said: “So, he [al-Mughayra] then lefi me 
and I knew that he believed that I was wrong, until he came to 
me again this time and said: “I gave advice to you the previous 
time and you rejected it, now I have come with another 
proposition that you do as you wish and dismiss them and seck 
the help of your trusted figures. Sufficient is God and these 
people have become weaker than ever before.” 

Tbn “Abbas said: “I told ‘Ali (a.s.): The first time he [al-Mughayra] 
gave advice to you, but in the second time he has betrayed you.” 


21 


LAmalt by al-Tast, p. 87. h. 133, Bithara abMaugafa, p. 263, Mandigil “Ale tbw Abt 
Talib, vol. 3, p. 198, 

is stated in al Kamil ft al-Tartkh ay follows: “I sejected his proposal and said: “T 
will not compromise in my faith and will not submit to disgrace in -my 
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‘Ali (a.s,) said to Ibn ‘Abbas: “How did he give me advice?” 

{bn “Abbas said: “You know that Mu'awiya and his 
companions are worldly oriented. If you reinstall them, they do 
not care who is running the government, and if you dismiss 
them, they will say: “He has taken the government without 
consultation and has killed our chief.” They will stir up people 
against you and then the people of Sham and the people of Iraq 
will rise up against you, furthermore I am not sure that Talha 
and Zubair would (not return to you) and attack you.” 

‘Ali (as.) said: “As for your recommendation to reinstall 
them, by God, I have no doubt that this will be helpful for 
improvement of the transient worldly life. But based on my 
commitment to the wuth and according to my knowledge of the 
administrators of ‘Uthman, I swear by God that I would never 
appoint any one of them to the government, If they submit to 
this [situation], it would be better for them and if they turned 
their back, I will draw sword against them.” 

Ibn ‘Abbas said: “Accept my words, enter your house, go to 
your properties in Yanbu‘! and close the door behind you, 
because the Arabs will make a move and then disperse and then 
you will find no one but yourself. By God, if you rise up with 
them today, they will impose on you the vengeance for the 
murder of ‘Uthman.” 

“Ali (a.s.) refused and said to Ibn ‘Abbas: “Leave for Sham! | 
appointed you as the governor of that region,” 

Ibn ‘Abbas said: “This is wrong. Mu'awiya is a man from the 
Umayyad tribe and is ‘Uthman’s cousin and his administrator 
in the Sham region. I will not be safe from him beheading me in 
revenge for the murder of ‘Uthman, or at the least, he will 
imprison me or treat me in whatever way he wishes,” 

“Ali (a.s.) asked him: “Why?” 

Ibn ‘Abbas said: “Because of the kinship between you and 
me, Whatever He intends to impose upon you, will impose on 
me therefore send a letter to Mu'awiya and oblige him and make 
promises to him.” i 

“Ali (a.s.) refused and said, “By God, this will never happen.” 


{. Asmall town near Madina with springs and orchards 
2. Tanith al-Tabart, vol. 4, p. 438, Also cf. Murai alDhahab, vol. 2, p. 368, al-Kamil fi 
a Tavihh, vol. 2, p. 306 
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0. Sharh Nahj alBalaghah — narrating from al 


n. 


L Qur'an, 54 22. 


fada’ini reporting 
on the meeting in which Ibn “Abbas and Mu‘awiya were present: 
“al-Mughayra ibn Shu‘ba said: “Indeed, by God, I gave advice to 
“Ali (as,) and he preferred his own view and went on with his 
excessiveness which ended up to his loss rather than to his 
benefit and I suppose his people will fallow his manner,” 

Ibn ‘Abbas said: “By God, the Commander of the Faithful 
was more informed and aware of the various opinions, places of 
prudence and handling of situations than to accept your council 
in what God has forbidden and disapproved of. “You wil! not 
find a people believing in Allah and the Last Day endearing those who 
oppose Alla and Llis Apostle..."', and he informed you of the 
Clear Reminder [The Qur’an] and a recited verse, which is the 
saying of His Almighty: “..Nor do I take those who mislead as 
assistants,” ? 

Was it permissible for him to assign people who were not 
trustworthy and confidential to him, to the public treasury and 
life of the Muslims? Far from it! Far from it! He is too aware of 
divine obligations and the traditions of [lis Messenger to harbor 
in his heart contrary to what he expresses, unless for the sake of 
dissimulation (tagiyya) and there is no room for dissimulation 
here, with the clearness of the truth, stability of the hearts and 
large amount of companions! He moves on like an unsheathed 
sword towards implementing God’s commands, preferring 
obedience to his Lord and being God-fearing over the views of 
the worldly-minded.”* 


2/3 

Refunding Public Assets 
Imam ‘Ali (as.) delivered when taking back the land grants 
made by ‘Uthman: “By God, even if | had found that women 
were married by such money or slave-maids have been obtained 
by it, 1 would have returned it back because there is an 
expansiveness in justice and he who finds justice hard and 


2. Qur'an, 18:51 


3. Sharh Nabj al-Balaghab, vol. 6, p. 301, Bihar alAn: 


vol, 4, p. 170 
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72. 


L 


constricting should find it harder to deal with injustice."! 


Sharh Nabj alBalaghah ~al-Kalbt has attributed this sermon in 
the form of a marfiv'a tradition’ to Aba Salih who has quoted it 
from Ibn ‘Abbas: “On the second day of his allegiance, “Ali (a.s.) 
gave a lecture in Madina, saying: 

“Verily, any land that ‘Uthman has granted and any wealth 
from God's property that he has given as gift will be taken back 
to the Public Treasury. Nothing nullifies the previous rights and 
if I find these properties, I will restore them to their rightful 
place, even if they were given as a marriage portion to women or 
distributed among cities because there is an expansiveness in 
justice and he who finds it hard to act justly should find it 
harder to deal with injustice.” 

The interpretation of this statement is that: If it is hard for an 
administrator to manage affairs on the basis of justice, it would 
be harder for him to do it on the basis of injustice, for the unjust 
is always in a position that he might be prevented and averted 
from his injustice. 

alKalbi said: “He [‘Ali] (as.) then ordered all the weapons 
stored in ‘Uthman’s house which were used against the Muslims 
to be confiscated. He ordered that the camels that were at his 
house and were from the alms to be collected and they were 
seized. He (a.s.) also ordered that his sword and shield be 
confiscated, and he instructed that no action should be taken in 
regard to the weapons which were not used to fight against 
Muslims and also avoid taking hold of his properties whether in 
his house or in other places. He ordered that the assets given 
away by ‘Uthman, wherever and with whomever they were, to be 
taken back.” 

The news of this treatment reached “Amr ibn ‘Ag, who was in 
Ayla, in Shim, where he had fled to when people assaulted 
‘Uthman, He sent a letter [from there] to Muawiya saying, “Do 
whatever you wish. The son of Aba Talib separated you from 
your wealth, just like the bark cut off from a walking stick,” 


‘ahj atBalaghab, Sermon 15, Managib ‘Ali ibm Abt Talib, vol. 2, p. 110, Da'a‘im 


aldslam, vol. 1, p, 36, 


2. A fudith interrupted in its chain of transmission. 
3, Sharh Nak al-Ralaghab, vol, , p. 260. 
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73. 


14. 


WA 
‘The Difficulties of Certain Reforms 


}. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.): 
will alter [many] things’ 
alKafi narrated by Sulaym ibn Qays: “The Commander of the 
Faithful gave a speech praising and glorifying God and giving 
salutations to the Prophet (3.a.w.). He then said: 

“There are two features that I fear for you most: following 
desires and [having] long hopes. As for following desires, it bars 
one from the Truth, and as for long hopes, it makes one forget 
the Hereafter. Indeed the world is [departing] turning its back 
and the Hereafter is upcoming, each one having its own children 
fice. seekers], Be the children of the Hereafter and not the 
children of this world, as today is the day of action not of 
reckoning and tomorrow is the day of reckoning not of action. 

The cause of the trials and seditions are the desires that are 
followed and the laws that are innovated, in which (seditions) 
the laws of God are disobeyed and by which some men take 
authority over others. 

Verily, if ruth had not been intermingled with falschood no 
conflicts would have existed and if falsehood had not been 
intermingled with the truth, it would not have been concealed 
from the people of wisdom. But some from each have been 
taken, intermixed and are shown together. Thereby the Satan 
dominates over its followers and only those whom Allah has 
already promised blessings will be far from hell [are saved].” 

“Verily I heard the Messenger of God (s.a.w:) say: “How will 
you be when sedition befalls upon you in which the children 
grow up and the elderly age, People will follow according to 
these seditions and consider them Sunnah [tradition] and if a 
part of it is altered they would cry out that the tradition has been 
changed and people have committed a wrong act! Adversities 
will then mount, children will be taken captive, iniquities will 


“[F my steps stay firm in these slippery places, 1 
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hab, Sermon 272, Ghurar al-Hikam, b. 1510, ‘Usin abdlikan wa ab 
“psp. 15, hi 7060, 
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overtake thent as fire overtakes dry woods and millstone rubs away the 
bed stone, They will acquire [religious] knowledge for other than God, 
learn not for the sake of practice and seek worldly gains by means of 
[selling] the hereafter.” 

Then while a group of his near of kin, close companions and 
followers were around him he said: 

“The previous governors acted in such a way that they purposely 
opposed the Messenger of God (s.a.w.) and broke their allegiance to 
him and altered his tradition (svnna). If | prompred people to give it 
up and turned it back to its original position as it was during the 
time of the Messenger of God (s.a.w.), the troops would stay away 
from me and I would he left alone or would only be with a small 
group of my followers who knew my virtue and were aware of the 
necessity of my leadership which is based on the Book of God 
Almighty and the tradition of the Prophet (s:a.w,).” 

“ICT were to order the Station of Abrabam (a. to be taken back to 
its original place where the Messenger of God (.a.w,) had laid ir, to 
return Fadak to the inheritors of Fatima (as.), to return the measure 
scale ($2')' of the Messenger of God (s.a,w) to its original measurement, 
to implement the land grants that the Messenger of God (s.a.w.) 
bestowed on some but they were not handed over 10 them, to return 
Ja‘fir's house to his inheritors and separate it from the Mosque, to 
nullify the unjust judgments, to separate the women who have been 
unrigh¢fully married to men and return them back to their husbands, 
to carty out God's ordinances abour these women, to take Taghlab’s 
children captive,’ to take back the lands divided out in Khaybar, to 
close down offices of grants’ and to provide equal grants like the tune 
of the Messenger of God (s.2.¥.) and prevent circulation of assets 
among the rich, to cancel taxes levied on lands and to promote equality 
in marriages, to implement the kbwms of the Prophet as God has 
ordained and made obligatory, to reshape the Mosque of the Prophet 
back to its original form, to close the opened up doors and to open 
the doors closed, to forbid wiping of the shoes [in ablution instead of 
the fect], to administer punishments (Judd) for drinking wine, to allow 
the two types of Mur’a [temporary marriage - mut'atu’? Hajj and mat'ata’T 
nis @|, to order the (number of] takters |saying Allah akbar| in the 


1A measure that is common among Muslims which weighs four madds (about L6 
kg}: however, according to some traditions, the Prophet’s measure weighed five 
ndds, (Sharp Mullé Salih, vol. 11, p. 373) 

2. They were not people of Dhimma, thus taking them captive was permissible. In 
the time of ‘Uimas, he compromised with them by exempting them from paying 
tax and they paid zakat twice as much instead, (Mit'al alUgul, vol. 25, p. 138.) 
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prayer performed for the dead to be five, to have people recite bi-snti 
‘Nab al —-Rabman atRabim loudly in prayers, to take out from the 
mosque those who were brought in next to the Messenger of God 
(s.a..) while he had expelled them and to bring back those who the 
Messenger of God (s..w.) had brought in but were expelled, to order 
people to obey the commands of God and divorce on the basis of the 
traditions (ivana), to collect all religious taxes (vadugats) in their 
various types and amounts, to take (the rules of) minor abhution 
(wwda), major ablution (ghus!) and prayer (Salat) back to their original 
Gime and status and rules, to return the people of Najran back co their 
homes, to change the way of treating the captives of Persia and of 
other origins back to the way commanded by the Book of God and the 
traditions of che Messenger of God, then they would disperse from 
around me. 

“By God, I ordered people nor to perform prayers in the month of 
Ramadan in congregation except for the obligatory prayers and 
instructed them that congregation in supererogatory prayers is an 
innovation (bid'@), Suddenly some of the soldiers who were in my 
company screamed out: “O People of Islam! The tradition of ‘Umar 
has been changed, He is preventing us from performing supererogatory 
prayers in Ramadan.” [ was afraid that [if I had not cancelled this 
order] the deviators from the right path and callers to the fire would 
have aroused disunity among some of my troops, 

From this | [also] gave the share of the relatives [af the Prophet (3.a.w.)| 
about whom God Almighty has said: “Know that whatever thing you may 
came by, a fifth of it is for Allah and the Apostle, for the relatives and the 
orphans, forthe needy and the traveler, if you have faith in Allah and twhat roe 
sent doren to Our servant on the Day of Separation, the day when the tao hosts 
met; and Allah has power over ail things.” By God, we are those meant by 
‘the relatives’, whom God has mentioned in association with Himself and 
His Messenger, as He Almighty said: “The spoil that Allah gave to His 
Apostie from the people of the townships, are for Allah and the Apostle. the 
relatives and the orphans, the needy and the traveler,.."* Meaning us, “,,.so that 
they do not circulate between the rich among yox. Tike whatever the Apostle gives 
jan, and relinguish whatever be forbids you, and be wary of Allah.” He bas 
[farther] said about the injustice co the relatives of the Prophet: “Indeed 
Allah is severe in retribution” for those who oppress them, This is a form of 
grace from Him Almighty to us and richness by which God has made us 
free from need and He has instructed His Messenger so. 


1, Qur'an, 8:41 
2, 3,4, Qur'an, 59:7, 
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God did not allocate for us a portion in the share of alms. He 
gave honor to His Messenger and He made us the Ahlul Bayt 
greater than to feed us from the remnants of the people. They 
denied God and denied His Messenger, repudiating the Book of 
God that speaks about our rights and they deprived us that 
which God has allocated for us. There is no family of any 
prophet who has endured so much suffering and hardship from 
his community as we have suffered afier [the passing away of| 
our Prophet (s.a.w.). God supports us against those who have 
oppressed us and there is no power and no strength save in God 
the Exalted, the Supreme,”! 


1. ab-Kafi, vol. 8, p. 58, h, 21, al-buijaj, vol. t, p. 626, h. 146, Kitab Sulaym ib Days, 
vol. 2, p. 718, h. 18 
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Chapter Three 


Administrative Policies 


3/l 
Honesty in Policy 


75. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.): “Far be it! Had it not been for God-wariness, I 
would have been the craftiest of Arabs.”! 


76. Imam ‘Ali (a..): “O People! If perjury were not repulsive, I would 
be the craftiest of people. Verily every perjury is an offence and 
within every offence there is disbelief and unthankfulness. Verily 
perjury, offences and betrayal all lead to Hellfire.”? 


77. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.): “By God, Mu‘awiya is not craftier than Lam, but 
he practices deception and commits debauchery and were it not 
for the hidcousness of deception, | would have been the craftiest 
of all people. But every kind of deception is a sin and every sin is 
disbelief [in God]. ‘There will be a banner for every deceiver by 
which he will be known on the Day of Resursection, By God, 
neither artifice can catch me by surprise nor shall 1 be 
overpowered by hardship.”* 


78. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) in his instructions to Malik al-Ashtar; “If you 
bind an agreement between yourself and your enemy or give him 
quarter in a protective covenant (dhimma),.guard your agreement 
in good faith and tend ro your covenant with fidelity. Make 
yourself a shield for what you have granted; for men, do not 
unite more firmly in any of the obligation (imposed upon them) 
by God than attaching importance to fidelity in agreements 
despite the division among their sects and the diversity of their 
opinions, The idolaters 


1. abKafi, vol. 6, p. 24, h. 4, Ghurar ablfikam, b. \o041, ‘Upsin abEfikam wa al: 
Marod iz, p.512, h. 9322. 

2. al-Kaft, vol. 2, p. 338, h. 6, BibaralAnwar, vol. 33, p. 45H, h. 671 

3, Nasi alBalaghab, Sermon 200, Yenabi’ al Mawadda, val. |, p. 484, al-Mi'yar wa ak 
Mawazin, p. 166 
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also adhered to that (honoring agreement) among themselves by 
reason of evil consequences of treachery that they had seen. 
So never betray your covenant, never break your agreement and 


never deceive your enemy,”! 


3/2 
Commitment to Truthfulness 


79. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.}: “Indeed, the best of people according to God are 
those for whom acting according to the truth [enforcing the 
truth] is more beloved even though it brings hardship or grief 
than the wrong —even though it brings them benefit. and 
increase.”* 

80. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.): “Let not protecting of someone's rights prevent 
you from executing the rights [of other] against him.”* 

81. al-Irshad: “When the Commander of the Faithful (a.s.) set out for 
Basra, he stopped at a village by the name of ‘Rabadha"* where he 
was met by the last of the Hajj pilgrims who gathered around 
him in his tent to listen to his speech. 

Ibn ‘Abbas said: “I went to ‘Ali (a.s,) and saw him stitching 
his shoes, so I said to him: “Our need for you to set in place our 
affairs is greater than what you are doing.” He did not say 
anything until he finished stitching his shoe, placing it next to 
the other one. He then said: “What is the price of these?” 

Tsaid: “hey have no value.” 

He said: “Whatever value they have (tell me)!” 

I said: “Half a dirbam.” 


1, Nabj al Bataghab, Leuer 53, Kbasa i atA'imma, p. 1 
Nabj al-Balaghah, Sermon 125, Waq'at Siffin, p.s 
3. Ghirar al-Hikam, h. 10328, Usiin ab-Hikans wa al:Mawe ig, p. 529, . 9020. 


Tubal ab'Uga, 9. 195. 
2, Tartkh abTabart, vol. 5, p.6. 


4. A village between Mecca and Madina where Aba Dharr is buried 
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He said: “By God, they have moze value to me than the ruling 
over you, unless I can establish a rights and repel a wrong,” 


82, Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) —in the battle of Siffin: “By God, I did not delay 
the war even for a day except in the hope that some group may 
join me and find guidance through me. This is more beloved to 
me than to kill them while they are misguided, even though they 
will be bearing their own sins." 


83. Imam “Ali (a.s.) —complaining about some of his companions 
who had inclinations towards Mu'awiya: “Woe onto them! 
Towards whom are they inclined and they too invite me along 
with them? By God, I did not want them except for the 
establishing of rights while others want them to bring about 
falsehood.” 

84. Imim ‘Ali (as.) ~l'o the people of Egypt when he appointed 
Malik al-Ashtar as their Governor: “Now I have sent to you a 
man from among the servants of God who allows himself no 
sleep during days of danger nor does he shrink from the enemy 
at critical moments. He is severer on the wicked than the blazing 
of a fire, He is Malik ibn Ashtar, from (the tribe of) Madhhij, so 
listen to him and obey his orders when they are according to the 
truth." 


85, Imam ‘Ali (a.s,) ~in his instructions to Malik al-Ashtar: “Impose 
the right upon whomsoever it is incumbent, whether he is 
related to you or not. Be patient and look for your ultimate 
account, even though it may affect your relatives and close 
friends, Desire the ultimate end in that of it (imposing the right) 
which weighs heavily against you, Seek its outcome with all its 
difficulties, for its outcome will be praiseworthy.” 


86, Imam ‘Ali (a.s.): “Adhering to the truth will bring about 
mightiness.” 


87. Imim ‘Ali (as): “People will be inclined to him who acts 
according to the truth.” 


4, aldrshad, vol. 1, p. 287, Nabj at Balaghab, Sermon 33, Bipar alAn 
hw. 

bj al Balaghab, Sermon 35, Bibar atAnasdr, vol. 2, p. 546, b. 4. 

Tarikh a-Ya'gabi, vol. 2, p. 184 

4. Nabj al Balaghab, Lettes 38, Bihar alAnwar, vol. 33, p. 398, ). 744 

5. Nabj alBalaghab, Letter 53, Khasa'is al 'imima, p. 123, Tubaf ak-Ugil, p. 148 

6. Ghirar al-Hikam, b. 4352, Uyin al-likam a absMawea'iz, p. 199, h. 3897 

7, Ghurar al-Hikans, hy 8686, Uysin al-Ltikam wa abMavoa iz, p. 00, h. 8382 


ol. 2p. 
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88. Imim ‘Ali (a.s.): “He who endeavors to establish the truth will 
succeed,” 


33 
Commitment to Law 


89, Imam al-Bagir: “He [‘Ali] (a.s.) arrested a man from the tribe of 
Bani Asad to carry out a punishment, His people gathered to 
mediate for him and asked Hasan (a.s.) 1o go along with them.” 

“He [Hasan] (a.s.) said: “Go to him [‘Ali] (a.s.) for he is better 
aware of your affairs.” 

‘They went to him and brought up their issue. 

He said: “Ask me for anything which is at my disposal and I 
will grant it to you.” 

They left him, thinking they were successful. Hasan (a 
asked them about what happened between them and they said: 
“We have come with the best of results”, and told him the story. 

He said: “Do whatever you need to do for your friend when 
he is being punished,” 


“Ali (a.s.) took him out and carried out the punishment on 
him, and he then said: “By God this [execution of punishment] 
is an issue out of my power [rather, it is God's eommand].”” 

90, alGharat ~in a report about the poet al-Najashi: "In the battle of 
Siffin, al-Najashi was ‘Ali's (a.s) poet. He drank wine in Kafa and the 
Commander of the Faithful (as) executed the punishment on him 
He became angry and joined Mu‘awiya and dispraised “Ali (as) 

When ‘Ali (as.) punished al-Najashi, those from among his 
companions from the Yamantyah tribe got angry and the closest 
of them to ‘Ali (a.s.), Tariq ibn ‘Abdullah Nahdi, went to him 
and said: “O Commander of the Faithful! We did not imagine 
that the sinners and the obedient, the separatists and allies, are 
equal before the leaders of justice and the fountainheads of 
virtue until I saw your treatment of my brother Harith [al- 
Najashi], You pained our hearts, dispersed our affairs and you 
made us choose a road which we previously thought that he who 
walks on it will be led to Hellfire.” 


1. Ghurar abHfikam, b, 86, Ups ab Hikam wa al Macaig, p. 490, b. 3653 
2, Mandgib ‘Ali tbe Abt Talib, vol. 2, p. 137, Da'd'im atslam, vol. 2, p. #43, h. 158?, 
Bihar atAnwar, vol. 41, p.9,h. 1 
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“Ali (a.s.) said: ",,.and it is indeed hard except for the bumble”! 
© Brother from Bant Nahd! Was he not @ Muslim man who 
violated one of God's sanctities and we executed against him the 
penalty which was his expiation? God Almighty has said: "...and 
il feeling for a people should never lead you to be unfair. Be fair; that 
is nearer to Godtaviness.”? > 

See, 7/10: “Equal Execution of Legal Punishments an the 
Near of Kin and Strangers” 


4 
Never Compromising 


91, The Messenger of God (.a.w.): “Keep your tongues from 
criticizing ‘Ali ibn Abu Talib (as), for he is strict in matters 
related to God Almighty and is uncompromising in his faith.” 


92, Imam ‘Ali (as.): “No one can establish the rule of God Almighty 
except he who shows no compromising (in the matter of rights) 
and who does not make himself abject and does not go after 
objects of greed.”* 


93. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) -when people decided to swear allegiance to bim: 
“Know that if I respond to your request I will lead you as I know 
and would not listen to whatever one may say or abuse.”® 


L Que’an, 2:46, 

2 Qur'an, 5:8, 

3. al-Gharat, vol, 2, p. 333 8 339, Managib ‘Ali im Abr Talib, vol. 2, p. 1 

4. abubad, vol. t, p. 173, KasbfalGhumma, vol. 1, p: 236, Bihér alAuiwar, vol. 21, p 
385, 10, 

5, Nahj atBaldghab, Aphorism 110, 
also ef, Nathr al-Durr, vol. |, p. 29. 


jain abElikam wa atMava'iz, p. sa1, b.100%2, 


6. Nabj alBalaghab, Sermon 92, Mandgib ‘AU ibn Abt Talib, vol. 2, p. 110, Bibar al 
Anwar, vol. 32, p. 35, 23, 
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94, Imim ‘Ali (a.s.): “By my life, there will be no compromising nor 


slackening from me in fighting against one who opposes the 
right or gropes in misguidance. O creatures of God! Fear Godl 
and flee from (The wrath of) God unto God (Lis Mercy),”" 


98. Imam ‘Ali (as): “I would not compromise in my religion, nor 


would I be villainous in my affairs 


96. Hiliyat alAvwliya —narrating from ‘Abd al-Wahid al-Dimashq: 


“Khawshab al-Khayrt called out to “Ali (as) in the battle of 
Siffin and said: “O Son of Abu Talib! Forsake us! Be mindful of 
God as regards to our blood and yours. We leave you with the 
land of Iraq and you leave us with the land of Shim and preserve 
the blood of the Muslims,” 
“Ali (a.s.) said: “Far from it! © Son of Umm Zalim! By God, if 
I knew that I could compromise in the religion of God, I would 
do so and it would have cost me less. However, God will not be 
pleased that the people of the Qur'an compromise and keep 
silent while He is being disobeyed.” 
See 3/11, “Decisiveness towards Administrators" 


2/2, “Dismissing ‘Uthman's Administrators" 


3/ 


Planning and Organizing 


97. Imam “Ali (a.s.) in his instructions to Malik al-Ashtar: “...Bach 


1 
3 


4 


day perform the work of that day, for each day has its own work. 
Beware of being hasty to (accomplish) affairs before their 
(proper) time, or neglecting them when it is possible, or being 
persistent in doing them when they are impracticable, or 
showing weakness in them when they have become clear. So put 
everything in its place and perform every action at its time." 


Naty atBataghab, Sermon 2, 
abKamil fF al-Tarteh, vol, 2, p. 306, Murty alDbahab, vol. 2, p. 364, Tarikh al 
Tabari, vol. 4, p. 439 

Hiliya at-Acwliya, vol, 1, p. 85, Uid alGhabsa, vol. 2, p92, b. 1298, absiti'ab, volt, p 
457, b. 59, 

Nabj al-Balaghab, Leuer $3, Tuhaf abUgal, p. 183 & 147, Da'd'iny abtslam, vol. 1, 
p36? 
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98, Imam ‘Ali (as.) -in his letter to the chiefs [collectors] of land 
tribute: “Beware of postponing works and repelling (to do) 
goodness, for there is remorse in them.”! 

99, Imam ‘Ali (a.s.): “One who plucks fruits before its ripening is like 
one who cultivates in an unsuitable land.” 

100, Imam ‘Ali (as.): “It is absurd to make haste before the proper 

time or to delay after opportunity arises.”" 

101. Imam ‘Ali (as.) —describing the Qur'an: “Know that it contains 
knowledge of what is going to occur, stories of the past, a care 
for your illnesses and rules to organize your affairs.” 

102, Imam ‘Ali (as.) -in his advice to Hasan and Husain (a.s.): “L 
advise you (both) and all my children and members of my 
family and everyone whom my writing reaches to fear God and 
to keep your affairs in order.” 


3/6 


Election of Righteous Administrators 


103, Imam ‘Ali (as. -in his instructions to Malik al-Ashtar: “For every 
person there is a right over the ruler to the extent that sct it aright 
and his life is settled on to the extent that set it aright. But the ruler 
will not truly accomplish what God has enjoined upon him in this 
respect except by resolutely striving and recourse to God's help, by 
making himself adhere to truth and by being patient in enforcing the 
right, be it easy for hisn or burdensome. 

Appoint as commander from among your troops the one who in 
your sight is the most sincere [advising] in the way of God, His 
Messenger (s.a.w:) and your Imam and who is the purest and the 
most chaste of heart and the most outstanding in intelligence 
forbearance, who is slow to anger, accepts pardon, is gentle to the 
weak and harsh with the strong, and who is not stirred by severity 
nor held back by incapacity 


Wag at Siffin p. 108, Bihar abAnwar, vol. 75, pi 355, h. 10, abMi'yar wa at 

Mawagin, p. 123 

2. Nabj al Balaghah, Seroson 5 
by, 39, 

3. Nadi al-Baldghab, Aphorism 363, Nuzhat alNagir, p. 48, b, 17, Bibar al A 
11, p. 341, h. 1 

4. Naby al-Bialaghab, Sermon 158, atRanashih alSam 
vol. 92 p. 23, h. 24 

5. Nadj al’ Balaghab, Lever 47, Ramdat al Wa 
P30, Be 


Kabfa 


Yagi, p. 216, b. 238, Nuchar at-Nagin, p. 56, 


p. 22, Bibar abAnwar, 


i, p12, Yanda! ul Mawwadaa, vol. 2, 
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‘Then hold fast to men of magnanimity and noble descent and 
those of righteous families and good precedents, then to men of 
bravery, courage, generosity and magnanimity, for they aré 
encompassed by nobility and embraced by honor, ‘Then inspect 
their affairs the same way parents look into the affairs of their 
child... 


Then look into the affairs of your administrators. Employ 
them (only after) having tested (them) and appoint them not 


with favoritism or arbitrariness, for these two (attributes) bring 
about different kinds of oppression and treachery. Among them 
look for people of experience and modesty from righteous 
families and the foremost in Islam, for they are nobler in moral 
qualities, more genuine in dignity and less concerned with 
ambitious desires, and they perceive more penetratingly the 
consequences of affairs 

Let not your choosing of them be in accordance with your own 
discernment, confidence and good opinion, for men make 
themselves known to the discernment of rulers by dissimulating 
and serving them well, even though beyond this there may be 
nothing of sincere counsel and loyalty, Rather examine them in 
that with which they were entrusted by the righteous (rulers) 
before you. Depend upon him who has left the fairest 
impression upon the common people and whose countenance is 
best known for trustworthiness. ‘This will be proof of your 
sincerity towards Allah and towards him whose affair has been 
entrusted to you. Appoint to the head of each of your concerns a 
chief who is neither overpowered when these affairs are great nor 
disturbed when they are many, Whatever fault of your secretaries 
you overlook will come to be attached to you,"! 


104, Imam ‘Ali (as.) — in bis instructions to Malik al-Ashtar 
“Appoint the pious, the knowledgeable and men of policy for 
taking charge of the works,”” 


See 2/2, "Dismissing ‘Uthman’s Administrators" 


L. Nabj al-Baldghab, Lever 53, Tubaf ab'Ugsd, p. 132 & 137 & 139, Da'a'im aldilam, 
cl, 1, A. 357, p. 361 & 368 
haf al'Ugal,p, 151, Da'a‘im absldm, vol. , p. 361 
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3/7 
Refraining from Employing the Treacherous and the Feeble 


10S, Imam ‘Ali (as.): “Mughayra ibn Shu‘ba suggested to me that I 
should appoint Mu‘awiya as the governor of Sham and that | 
should stay in Madina, but I rejected his suggestion and God 
will never see me take those who mislead as my assistants.”! * 


106. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) ~in his instructions to Malik al-Ashtar: “Truly 
the worst of your viziers are those who were the viziers of the 
evil (rulers) before you and shared with them in their sins. Let 
them not be among your retinue, for they are aides of the 
sinners and brothers of wrongdoers. You will find the best of 
substitutes for them from among those who possess the like of 
their icleas and effectiveness but are not encumbered by the like 
of their burdens, sins and offences; those who have not aided a 
wrongdoer in his wrongs nor an offender in his offences, They 
will be a lighter burden upon you, a better aid and more 
inclined towards you in sympathy and less intimate with 
others. So choose them as your special companions in your 
private and public assemblies.”® 


107. Imam ‘Ali (as.) from his letter to Rifa'a who was his judge in 
the city of Ahwaz: “Know, © Rifa‘a that this position of 
governance is a trust, so whoever betrays it, on him will be the 
curse of God until the Day of Judgment; and whoever employs 
a traitor, truly Muhammad (3.a.w.) will despise him both in this 
world and the world to come,.”* 


108. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) —describing a true leader: “You indeed know 
that he who is in charge of the people’s honor, life, war gains, 
the laws and the leadership of the Muslims should not be a 
miser, as with his greed he may have expectations in their 


1. CE, Qur'an, 181 

2. Wag‘at Siffin, p. 52, allmama wa alSinata, vol. 1, p. 116, Tartth Dimarhg, vol. $9, 
P. 131 

3. Nabj al-Balaghab, Letter 53, abImama we alSipata, vol. 1, p. 116, Ttrith Dimasby, 
vol. 58, p. 131 


4. Da‘a'im al-tlam, vol. 2, p31, h, 188, Nabj alSa‘ada, vol. s, p.33 
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wealth, nor should he be ignorant as he would then mislead 
them with his ignorance, nor should he be of harsh and 
indifferent as he will estrange them with his behavior, nor 
should he be unjust in the distribution of wealth, that he gives 
to a group and denies another, nor should he be one who 
accepts bribes when taking decisions, as he would forfeit the 
rights of others and hold them up not letting them reach the 
owners, nor should he stop the practice of the tradition (suzna) 
as he would ruin the nation," 


109. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) from the aphorisms attributed to him (a.s,) 
“The person whose retinue are corrupt is like the one whose 
throat is congested with water [and there is no solution to it}, 
since whatever that is stuck in the throat would be removed 
[washed down] with water.”* 


110. Imam ‘Ali (as): “The blight of affairs is the incapacity of 
administrators.” 


101, Imam ‘Ali (a.s.): “In your affairs do not rely on the lazy."* 


112, Imam ‘Ali (as): “He whose vizier betrays him, his (power of) 
management will be spoiled.”* 


113. Imam ‘Ali (as): “The lying of the enyoys produces corruption, 
ruins the goals, invalidates the prudence and breaks one’s 
determination.”® 


1, Nabj alBalaghab, Sermon (31, also ef, Da‘ai abfolim, vol 2, p. 331, hy (886 

2. Sharb Nabj atBalaghab, vol. 20, p. 308, b. 526, 

3. Ghurar al-Llikam, bi. 3958, "Uyiin al-Hikam 20a atMaindig, p18, h. 

4. Gharar at-tikam, h, 10205, “Uyite al Hikam toa al-Mawd te, p. 513, b. 9384 

5. Ghurar alLikans, h. 8054, "Usain al-Hlikam oa abMaza'i, p. 432, h. 3430. 

6. Ghurar al Hikam: b. 7259, ‘Uyin atHikam wa alMawea ig, », 307, i, 6724, 1k may 
sometimes come tw one’s mind that why did Imam ‘Ali (as), who emphasized 
fon the appointment of truthful administrators and warned against 
employment of the inefficient and traitors, employ incompetent administrators 
and governors and appoint such persons as Ziyad ibn Abth, Muadhir ibn 
Jarad, and Nu'man ibn ‘Ajlan etc, who were traitors; and ‘Abdullah ibn 
“Abbas and Abu Ayyab and others who were incapable, On the other hand, why 
did-he dismiss 1 religious and competent person like Qays ibn Sa‘d and 
appoint Muhammad ibn Aly Bakr in his place? The response to the first 
question is given im the introduction of Section 16 and the answer to the second 
is in this same section in celation to the life (stra) of Qays ibn Sad 
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3/8 


Generosity in Providing Administrators with Daily 


Sustenance 


114, Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) ~in his instructions to Malik al-Ashtar: “Then 
bestow provisions upon them abundantly, for that will 
empower them to reform themselves and it will make them 
needless from consuming what is under their authority and it 
is an argument against them if they should disobey your 
command or sully your trust."! 


See Chapter Seven: ‘Judicial Policies’ 


3/9 
Choosing Secret Agents to Keep a Check on the 
Administrators 


11S, Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) in his letter to Ka‘b ibn Malik; “appoint 
someone in your place and set forth with a group of your 
companions until you reach the villages of Sawad.’ Then, see 
into the affairs of my administrators in the regions of Tigris 
and ‘Udhayb* and check their conducts. After that, return to 
al-Bihqubadhat® and take charge of the affairs there and follow 


lahj al-Balaghab, Lewes 93, Tuba al-Usil, p. 132, Da‘ im al lilam, vol, \, p36 

2, Ieseems that the name Malik ibn Ka'b is correct, as Imam ‘Ali (as) did not have 
an administrator by the name of Ka‘b ibn Malik, rather there was @ person by 
this name who refused to swear allegiance co the Imam. Malik Ibn Ka'b was 
indeed one of the trusted administrators of the Imam in the region of “Ayn ak 
‘Tame and the area of Bihqubadhat 

3: A part of the Iragi lands and villages that were conquered during the time of the 

Caliph ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab It was called Sawid (blackness) as it was covered 

with palm groves, trees and crops. 


4: 'Udhayb is the Bani Tamim water reservoir and the first water that the travelers 
encounter while traveling from Kafa towards Mecca, 
5. The name of three villages near Baghdad located on the banks of Euphrates. 
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116. 


117. 


118. 


God in what He has assigned to you, Know that all the actions 
of the son of Adam are recorded and preserved and will be 
rewarded. Do perform good deeds. May God make you and us 
successful in goodness! Let me know of your honesty in what 
you do. Wassalam!! 


Imam ‘Ali (as.) —in his instructions to Malik al-Ashtar: “Then 
look into the affairs of your administrators. Employ them 
(only after) having tested (them), Then investigate their actions, 
Dispatch truthful and loyal observers (to watch) over them, for 
your investigation of their affairs in secret will incite them 10 
carry out their trust (aithfully and to act kindly towards the 
subjects. Be mindful of aides. If one of them should extend his 
hand in a treacherous act, concerning which the intelligence 
received against him from your observers, concur, and you are 
satisfied with that as a witness, subject him to corporeal 
punishment and hold him responsible for the consequences of 
his actions. Then subject him to humiliation, brand him with 
treachery and gird him with the shame of accusation.”” 


Imam ‘Ali (a.) -in his instructions to Malik al-Ashtar (on 
monitoring the troops): “hen do not fail to choase intelligence 
from trustworthy agents who are known for their truthfulness 
by people in order to reveal problems people undergo and they 
become sure that you are aware of their difficulties.”* 


3/10 
Rewarding and Punishing 
Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) —in his instructions to Malik al-Ashtar: “Never 
let the good-doer and the evil-doer possess an equal station 


before you, for that would cause the good-doer to abstain from 
his good-doing and urge the evildoer to his evil-doing. Impose 


upon each of them what he has imposed upon himself.”* 
1. Tanith al-Ya gb, vol. 2, p. 20 
2. Nabj al Balaghab, Letter 55, Taba al"Ui, p. 131, Dane abdain, vol, |, p. 36k 


3. Thaf al-'Ual, p. 134 
4. Nabj al-Balaghab, Letver 53, Tebafal-Usp 


p. 130, Da'a ‘ine ab ddam, vol. 1, p. 356, 
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119, Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) in his instructions to Malik al-Ashtar: “The 


best of your commander of the troops should have such a 
position before you that renders help to them equitably and 
spends from his money on them and on their families so that 
all will converge on one concern, fighting the enemy. Then 
send a message to them encouraging their self-sacrifice and your 
honoring of them. Tend to the extension of their livelihood. And 
attain that by good behavior, attentiveness and kindness. Your 
kindness to them will turn their hearts to you.”! 


3/ll 


Decisiveness toward Administrators 


3/IL-L 


ALAsh‘ath ibn Qays? 


120, Imam ‘Ali (as.) —in his letter to al-Ash‘ath ibn Qays, his 


governor in Azerbaijan: “Certainly, your assignment is not a 
morsel for you, but it is a trust around your neck and you are 
being observed by your superiors. It is not for you to deal with 
your subjects as you like or act with save on strong grounds 
[being instructed]. You have in your hands the funds, which is 
the property of God to whom belong Might and Majesty and 
you hold its charge till you pass it on to me, I hope Iam not 
one of the bad rulers for you. Wassalam!”" 


1. Tabafat'Ugal, p, 133 


2. An agent of ‘Uthman whom the Imam (as.) dismissed once he took over the 


caliphate 
3. Nahi alBalaghab, Lever 5, Waa‘at Siffin, p. 20, alld atdiartd, vol. 4, p. 327, 
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121. Nathr al-Durr. [Imam ‘Ali (as.) said] to al-Ash‘ath ibn Qays: 
“Pay back what has been entrusted to you, or I will strike you 
by the sword.” Thus he paid what was due on him [to pay}. The 
Imam then told him: “Who would have protected you if | had 
struck you by the sword?” 

ALAsh‘ath replied; “You are among those who do what they 


say. 


See: The Encyclopedia of Amir atMu'minin: (al-Ash'ath fon 


Qays) 


3/112 


Ziyad ibn Abih 


122, Imam ‘Ali (as.) —in his letter to Ziyad ibn Abih: “I swear by 
God a truthful oath that if 1 come to know that you have 
betrayed the funds of the Muslims, in a small or large amount, 
I shall inflict upon you such punishment which will leave you 


with an empty hand, a heavy back and humiliated, Wassalam!"? 


123, Ansib al-Ashraj: “Ali (a.s,) dispatched an envoy to Ziyad to take 
back whatever of the taxes that had been collected by him, 
Ziyad sent what was with him along with the envoy and said: 
“The Kurds have ruined the taxes and I am trying to tolerate 
them. But do not tell this co the Commander of the Faithful 
lest he would think that it was the result of my negligence.” 


‘The envoy returned and reported what Ziyad told him. ‘Ali 
{(a.s.) wrote to Ziyad: “My envoy reported what you said to him 
about the Kurds and that you asked him to conceal it from me. 
You well know that you did not tell him, but with the 
intention that he informs me about it. I truthfully swear by 
God that if 1 come to know that you have betrayed any of the 
funds of the Muslims, small amount or large, I shall inflict 
upon you such punishment that will leave you with an empty 
hand, a heavy back and humiliated. Wassalam!”* 


1. Nath aDurr, vol. |, p. 292. 
2 Nakj al-Balaghab, Letter 20, Bibar atAwwar, vol. 33, p. 489, b. 698 
3 Ansab at-Ashraf, vol. 2, p. 390 
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124, Imam ‘Ali (a.s:) -in his letter to Ziyad, his governor in Persia (Pan): 


125, 


“And now, my envoy has indeed brought me strange news. He 
thought that you have said to him something that should remain 
between you and him, that the Kurds had rebelled against you and 
ruined much ef the taxes and you have told him nor to. report this to 
the Commander of the Faithful. 

O Ziyad! | swear to God that you are a liar, and if you do not 
discharge the taxes, T shall inflict upon you such punishment that 
will leave you with an empry hand, a heavy back and humiliated, 
unless you take responsibility for whatever of the taxes you have 
ruined.” 


See: The Encyclopedia of Amir at Mu'mintn: (Ziyad ibn Absh), 


3/1L-3 

Shurayh al-Qadi 
Nabhj aiBalagheh: “It is narcated that Shurayh ibn Harith who was 
the judge (gad) of the Commander of the Faithful at Kafa purchased 
a house for eighty dinars during his term, The Commander of the 
Faithful came to know of this and sent for Shurayh and said to him: 
“T have come to knaw that you have purchased a house for eighty 


dinars and that you have written a decument for at and you had 
witnesses for it.” 


Shurayh replied, “Yes it is so, © Commander of the Faithful.” 


The Commander of the Faithful cast an angry look at him and 
said: “O Shurayh, indeed someone [the angel of death] will come to 
you who will not look at your decument nor question you about 
your evidence, bur will take you out of it [the house] open-eyed and 
throw you in your grave empty-handed. Beware! © Shurayh, if you 
have purchased this house from money other than yours or paid the 
price of it from an unlawful source, then you have incurred the loss 
of this world as well as of the next. If you bad come to me at rhe time 
of purchase, I would have written for you a document like this paper 
and then you would not have liked to purchase the house even for 
one dirham and nothing more than that, This is the document: 


“This is the purchase made by a humble slave |of Ged] from 
deceased person who has been forced to depart (lor the next world] 
He has purchased a house from the houses of deceit in the area of 
mortals and place of those lisble to perish. This house has four 
boundaries 


1. Tavthh at ¥a'gubi, vol. 3, p. 204 
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The first boundary ends up with the sources of blights, the 
second boundary ends to the sources of distress, the third 
boundary ends up with devastating desire and the fourth 
boundary ends up with deceitful Satan and towards this fourth 
opens the door of this house. 


This house has been purchased by one who has been 
deceived by desires from one who is being driven by death at 
the price of leaving the honor of contentment and entering 
into the humility of want and submissiveness, What a great loss 
this buyer will suffer. 


If the purchaser encounters some (evil) consequences of this 
transaction, then it is for Him who dismantles the bodies of 
monarchs, snatches the lives of despots, destroys the domain of 
Pharaohs like Cyrus, Caesar, ‘Tubba‘, Himyar and all those who 
amass wealth upon wealth and go on increasing it, build high 
houses and decorate them and collect treasures and preserve 
them for children, (Yes! It is for Ilim) to take them to the place 
of accounting and judgment and the position of reward and 
punishment, when the verdict will be passed “,,.and it is thence 
that the falsifiers become losers."' This affair can be testified by the 
intellect when it goes forth from the shackles of desires and is 
free from the attachments of this world.”” 


3/114 


‘Abdullah ibn ‘Abbas 


126. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) from a letter he wrote to ‘Abdullah ibn’ Abbas, 
his administrator in Basra: “O Abu alAbbas, may God have 
mercy on you, restrain yourself in whatever you say or do, good 
or bad, as we are both partners in this (responsibility). Keep a 
good reputation with me and do not ruin my view about 


(a 


yourself, Wassalam! 


1 Qur'an, 40: 78, 
alaghaby Letter 3, Raandatt ai-Wa'igin, p. 489. 


2. Naby ald 
3, Nabj at Balaghah, Letter 18, Bibir al-Anwar, vol. 34, p, 493, h. 69% 


270 Imam Ali and Political Leadership 


BS ES oy hl As Sh 127 


Jat ll Sty loupe 


128 


Le (J) les acl fat 


wed ebb yy) Lf Gh Lab L, bud a 


tid pba 


SLE 2S alll ie ye LY fd Jos EE 518 alte 
si ley cAlaalld Abe 


iy tig al bey 
6990 403 33g Lat 


oe an SI dy apa 40 tS NLM 


(487 yo Vg iealiolel) eA SI LY SM el 
Ogee eg) BI ogi thle 


Chapter Three: Administrative Policies 271 


127. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) from his letter to Ibn ‘Abbas: “Now, I have 


128, 


been informed something about you that if you have done it, 
then you have displeased your Lord, undermined your trust, 
disobeyed your Imam and betrayed the Muslims. I have come 
to know that you have razed the lands and consumed whatever 
was at your disposal, Send me your account, and know that the 
reckoning of God shall be severer than that of the people 
Wassalam!"! 

See: The Enoelopedia of Amar alMu'minin: (‘Abdullah ibn 

“Abbas). 


S/ALL-S. 


‘Uthman ibn Hunayf 


Imam “Ali (a.s.) -from his letter to ‘Uthman ibn Hunayf al 
Ansari who was his administrator in Basra, when he came to 
know that the people of the place had invited ‘Uthman to a 
banquet and he had attended: “And now, O Ibn Iunayf, I have 
come to know that a young man of B 
and you hastened towards it, Foods of different colors were 


a invited you to a feast 


being chosen for you and big bowls were being given to you. I 
never thought that you would accept the feast of a people who 
turn out the beggars and invite the rich, Look at the morsels 
you take, leave out that about which you are in doubt and take 
that about which you are sure that it has been secured lawfully. 
Remember that every follower has a leader whom he follows 
and from the effulgence of whose knowledge he takes light. 
Realize that your Imam has contented himself with two shabby 
pieces of clothes out of the (comforts of the) world and two 
loaves for his meal, Certainly, you cannot do so but at least 
support me in piety, exertion, chastity and uprightness.” 


1. Ansa abAshraf, vol. 2, p. 397, Nabj al-Balaghab, Letter 40, 
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'y God, I have not treasured any gold from your world nor 
amassed plentiful wealth nor added any clothes to my two 
shabby pieces of clothes. I have not taken from its land [even as 
little as] a span of the hand, nor have I taken more than a 
meager meal sufficient to feed a wretched animal, and indeed, 
in my eyes, it (the world) is more unworthy and insignificant 
than the gall oak fruit 


Of course, all that we had in our possession under this sky 
was Fadak, but a group of people felt greedy for it and another 
group withheld themselves from it generously. God is, after all, 
the best arbiter. 


What shall I do with Fadak or with other than it, while 
tomorrow this body is to go into the grave in whose darkness 
its traces will be destroyed and (even) news of it will disappear? 
It is a pit that even if its width is widened or the hands of 
the digger make it broad and open, the stones and clods of 
clay will narrow it and the falling carth will close its aperture. 


try to keep myself engaged in piety so that on the day of great 
fear it will be peaceful and steady in slippery places. If | wished T 
could have taken the way leading towards (worldly pleasuires like) 
pure honey, fine wheat and silk clothes; but far be it that my 
passions lead me and greed takes me to choosing good meals 
while in Hijaz or in Yamama there may be people who have no 
hope of getting bread or who do not have a full meal, Shall T lie 
with a satiated belly while around me there are hungry bellies and 
thirsty livers? Or shall Ibe as the poet has said: 


“It is enough for you to bave a disease that you lie with your belly 
fill 


While around you people are badly yearning [of hunger] far dried 
leather?” 


Shall I be content with being called ‘The Commander of the 
Faithful (Amir alMu mirin), although I do not share with the 
people the hardships of the world or shall | not be an example for 
them in the distresses of life? 1 have not been created to be kept 
busy cating good foods like the tied animal whose only worry is 
its fodder or like a loose animal whose activity is to fill its belly 
with its feed and forgets the purpose behind it. Shall I be 
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left uncontrolled to pasture freely, or draw the rope of 


misguidance or roam aimlessly in the paths of bewilderment? 


Stay away from me, O world! Your rein is on your own 
shoulders as | have released myself from your clutches, 
removed myself of your snares and avoided walking into your 
slippery places. Where are those whom you have deceived by 
your jesting? Where are those communities whom you have 
enticed with your embellishments? They are all now confined 
to graves and hidden in burial places. 


By God, if you [O world!] had been a visible person and a 
body capable of being felt, | would have inflicted on you 
the punishment fixed by God because of the people whom you 
deceived through (false) desires, the communities whom you 
threw into destruction and the rulers whom you consigned to 
ruin and drove to places of distress after which there is neither 
going nor returning 


Far from it! Whoever stepped on your slippery path slippeds 
whoever rode your waves was drowned; and whoever evaded 
your snares was successful, He who keeps himself safe from you 
does not worry even if his abode is narrow and restricted and 
the world to him is like a day, which is near expiring. Get away 
from mel For by God, I do not bow before you so that you may 
humiliate me nor do I let you rein on my neck, so that you 
may drive me away. I swear by God, (unless He wishes not), that 
I shall so discipline my self that feels joyful if it gets one loaf 
for eating, and be content with only salt to season it, I shall let 
my eyes empty themselves of tears like the stream whose water 
has flown away. Should “Ali eat whatever he has and fall asleep 
like the cattle that fill their stomach from the pastureland and 
lie down, or as the grazing goats, that eat the green and go into 
their pen? Woe is to him, if he, after long years, follows loose 
cattle and pasturing animals, 

Blessed is he who discharges his obligations towards God and 
endures his hardships, allows himself no sleep in the night but 
when sleep overpowers him lies down on the ground using his 
hand as pillow, along with those who keep their eyes wakeful in 
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fear of the Day of Judgment, whose bodies are ever away from 
beds, whose lips are humming in remembrance of Allah and 
whose sins have been erased through their prolonged 
beseeching for forgiveness. “They are Allah's confederates. Look! 
The confederates of Allah are indeed felicitoust 


“Therefore, © Ibn Hunayf, be wary of God and be content 
with your own loaves so that you may escape Hell.”* 


S1-6 


Qudama ibn ‘Ajlin 
129, Imim ‘Ali (as.) -in his letter to Qudama ibn ‘Ajlan, his 
administrator in Kaskar:’ “ Send back to me what is in your 
possession from wealth of God as it belongs to the Muslims 
and your share of it is no more that the share of one of them. 
O son of the mother of Qudama! Do not suppose that the 
riches of Kaskar are permissible to you like what you have 
inherited from your parents. So hasten to return the property 
and be quick to come back to me as well, God willing!” 
See: The Encyelopedia of Amir al-Mu'minin: (Qudama tba 
‘ajlan). 


3/1-7 


Masqala ibn Hubayra 

130. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) -in his letter to Masqala ibn Hubayra: “I 
have been informed about a matter which is indeed horrible, 

if you have done it. I have been informed that you have 
distributed the property of Muslims among some of the 
Bedouins of the Bakr ibn Wa’il tribe who have asked you for 


1. Qur'an, 58 

2. Nabj ab Batdghab, Letter 45, Rabt' al Abra, vol. 2, p, 119. Also el, Manayib ‘Ali 
ibn Abr Talib, vo. 2, p. 10 

3. Abig city in Irag located between Kafa and Ba 

4. Ansab al Ashraf vol. 2, p. 388 


a, close to ‘Amirah and Kat 
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favor and benevolence, By God who split the seed and created 
the living beings and encompasses all things in knowledge, if 
this is true you will become low in my view, Therefore do not 
treat lightly the obligations of your Lord and do not reform 
your world by ruining your religion, or else you will be among, 
those who are: “the biggest losers in regard to works; those whose 
endeavor goes awry in life of the world, while they suppose they are 
doing good.”'* 


131, Imam ‘Ali (as) —in his lener to Masqala: “The greatest of 
treachery is the treachery against the [Muslim] nation and the 
greatest deceit against the people of a city is the deceit of their 
Ieader. There is five hundred thousand [coins] of the property 
of the Muslims with you, so send it to me when my envoy 
comes to you, otherwise come to me when my letter reaches 
you; a | have told my enyoy not to let you go unless you 
return the property. Wassalam!"* 


132. al-Gharat —narrating from Dhahl ibn Harith: “Masqala invited 
me to his residence and prepared dinner and we had it together. 
He then said to me: “By God, the Commander of the Faithful 
asks me to return this property and Iam not able to do that.” 


I said to him: “If you wish, he will give you one week of 
respite so that you can collect the property.” 

He said: “By God, I do not want to impose it on my folk or 
ask anyone for it.” 


‘Then he said: “By God, if the son of Mind or the son of 
‘affan had demanded that property, they would have left it to 
me, Did you not see how ‘Uthman [in his rule] granted a 
hundred thousand dirhams of the taxes of Azerbaijan each year 
to Ash‘ath ibn Qays?” 

I said: “This man [‘Ali ibn Abi Talib] (a.s.) does not view ic 
like that and he would not grant you anything.” 


He kept silent for a while and so did I, No longer than one 
night after the talk we had together, he joined Mu’ awiya. The 


1. Qur'an, 18; 109 —4 
2. Ansa abAchraf, val. 2, p. 289, Nabj al-Balaghah, Lewes 43 


3. Taatkh al Tabe 
vol. 1, p. 364 


, v0 


5, p. 129, Shar 


yal Balaghah, vol. 3, 185, atGbarat, 
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news of this reached ‘Ali (a.s,) and he said: “What has happened 
to him? May God kill him! He acted like the masters and ran 
away like the slaves, and became treacherous like the vicious 
people. Let it be known that if he had stood up to collect the 
property and failed, 1 would not have added to his jailing, If we 
had found something with him we would have confiscated it; 
and if we had not found any property with him, we would have 
released him,” Then he went to [the house of Masqala] and 
destroyed it." 


See: The Encyclopedia of Amir atMue'minin: (Masgala ibn 
Hubayra), 


HUB 


Al-Mundhir ibn alJarid 


133. Ansab al-Ashraf in a letter to al-Mundhir ibn al-Jarad, his 
governor in Istakhr* when he was informed that he had 
misappropriated certain property in his charge and granted 
lavishly to whomever he wished: “The good behavior of your 
father deceived me about you and I thought that you would 
follow his way and continue on his path. But according to 
what has reached me about you, you are not giving up the 
following of your passions however detzimental it is to your 
religion and you do not listen to {the words of] those who 
advise you however sincere they are in their well-wishing. I have 
been informed that you give up many tasks and go out for 
recreation, leisure and hunting and that you are lavishly 
generous to your Bedouin tribesmen with public property as if 
it is your parents’ bequest. 


I swear by God, if this is true, the camel of your family and your 
shoelaces are better than you. Indeed God does not like amusement 
and leisure. And the betraying of Muslims and ruining their works 
enrages Him and the person who acts this way is not fitting for 
safeguarding the borders, securing public property and being 
trusted with the belongings of the Muslims. Therefore proceed to 
me as soon as this letter of mine reaches you,” 


1. atGharay, vol. 1, p. 
272, b 7480 

2. This is the Arabic pronunciation of the Persian word Istakhs, which was one of 
the most ancient cities of the Persian Empire 


65, Tarikh al Tabari, vol, 5, p. 129, Tanikh Dinashe, vol. $8 p 
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Mundhir went to the Imim, Some people complained that 
he had taken thirty thousand [coins from the public property). 
He [the Imam| asked him about this matter and he denied it. 


He got him to swear, but he refused, so he arrested him.” 


See: The Encyclopedia of Amir al-Mu'mini: (al-Mundhir ibo 
Jarud), 


3/12 


Dismissing Treacherous Administrators 


134, abbstt'ab: “Ali (a.s.) would appoint only the faithful and the 


trustworthy people [in the cities], and if any one of them was 
reported to him to have committed treachery, he would write 
to him the following: “Tere has certainly come to you admonition 
from your Lord. Observe fully the measure and balance, and do wot 
cheat the people of their goods and do not cause corruption on the 
earth, What remains af God's provision ts better for you, should you 
be faithful, and 1 am not a keeper over you.” When my letter 
reaches you, settle what you are in charge of until I send 
someone to take it over from you.” He would then turn his face 
towards the sky and say: “O God! Certainly You know that I 
neither ordered them to tyranpize Your creatures nor to 
abandon Your rights.”* * 


135. Da‘d’im abditam: “Ali (a.s.) summoned Ash‘ath ibn Qays, who 


was appointed by ‘Uthman as the governor of Azerbaijan and 
received a hundred thousand dirhams. Some said ‘Uthman had 
granted that money to him and others believed that he had 
gained it through his work. 


Ansab abAshraf, vol. 2, p. 391, Nabj al-Balaghab, Letter 11, Tart 
p. 203. 

Taken from the Qur'an, 7:85, 11585 ~ 86, 

ablitiab, vol. 3, p. 210, Ibid, p. 211, 8.3875, 

‘The speeches, sermons and recommendations of the Imam to his administrators 
when he would send them on their missions are abundant, but many are not 
mention here in order here to avoid lengthening the present book, as 
cnlightening as they are 


al Ya'gitb, vol. 2 
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136. 


“Ali (a.s,) commanded him to present that money, but he refused 
and said; “O Commander of the Faithfull | have not obtained this 
money in your government." 


The Imam said: “By God, if you do not present it to the public 
treasury, | will stcike you with my sword and ir will take from you 
what it must.” 


Thereupon he brought back the property and the Imam placed it in 
the treasury. He followed up this [inquiry] in relation 1 'Uthman's 
administrators, taking back whatever of [unlawful] property left in 
their hands and fining them for what they had wasted.”! 


abFusal alsMubioma narrated by Sada daughter of -Hamdaniya who 
went to Mu'awiya after the death of ‘Ali (a..): “Mu'awiya started to 
reproach her for her mocking remarks to him during the battle of 
Sift, Then he asked her: “What do you need?” 


Sada replied: “Indeed God Almighty will question you about our 
affairs and what has been entrusted to you. There is always someone 
coming to us ftom you who towers up your position, spreads your 
dominion, reaps us like the ears of wheat, beats us up like seedy of 
wild rue, debases us and makes us taste death. That was Busr ibn 
Arta’a who came to us, killed our men and took away our property. 
If it was not for our obedience [1 you], we would have been 
dignified and honored, so if you dismiss him we will be grateful of 
you; otherwise we will complain about you ta God.” 


Mu’ awiya said: “Are you referring to me and threatening me? O 
Sida, I have decided to put you onan unruly camel and send you 
back to Busr to carry out his judgment about you.” 

Sada put her head down keeping silent and then recited the 
following couplers 

May God's blessing be upon the body wwho was embraced, 

By a grave in which justice was buried. 

He allied with the truth and would not substitute it soith anything, 

And be became equal to the truth and faith, 

Mu'awiya said: “O Sada, whois this person?” 

Suda said: “By God, this is the Commander of the Faithful (a.,). I 
ence went to him to talk to him abour a man whom he had 
appointed as the head of [levying] taxes and that person had done 
injustice to us, I found him standing and ready to start saying prayer. 


When he saw me, he stopped and came towards me with 2 bright 
face, affection and leniency, saying: “Do you have any need?” 


lim abdslam, vol. |, p. 396. 


286 Imam Ali and Political Leadership 


13/3 


soo GSMs MA 8 atg get See lh ead pg Sw 


US alt Ie ab. 


sscaleSI 


LAR EDL A gat ple oe 


ig el dl 127 ya Hell apa 


eM Byedste ud 


SY byl 73 ge Vg etcM dts pS AIS, thas 


(by pipe ical 


Chapter Three: Administrative Policies 287 


I said: “Yes.” And I told him the story, 


He wept and said: “O God! You are witnessing that I did not 
command them to do injustice to your creation and to 
abandon Your rights,” He then took a piece of leather out of 
his pocket and wrote on it as follows 


“In the Name of Allab, the All-beneficent, the All-mercifil. There 
has certainly come to you a manifest proof from your Lord. Observe 
fully the measurement and the balance, and do not cheat the people of 
their good, and do not cause corruplion on the earth after its 
restoration. That és belter for you, if you are faithful.” “When you 
read my letter, settle what you are in charge of until I send 
someone to take it over from you. Wassalam!* 


He gave me this letter he had written, 1 took it to his 
governor and gave it to him, and he left us dismissed 


Mu‘awiya said: “Write for her whatever she wishes. Return 
her to her town that she may not have any complaints. 


313 
Punishing the Treacherous among the Administrators 


137, Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) -when he found out about the treachery of Ibn 
Harma who was in charge of the Ahwaz market, he wrote to 
Rafa‘a: “When you read my letter, dismiss Ibn Harma from the 
market, cut him off from the people, put him in jail and 
inform the public. Write to your administrators and let them 
know about my opinion concerning him. Do not be negligent 
or extreme regarding him or you will perish in the eyes of God 
and I will dismiss you in the worst of ways, I seek God’s refuge 
for you from this happening to you, 


On the coming Friday, take him out of jail, give him thirty 
five lashes and take him around in the markets. If someone 
brings a witness against him, make him swear an oath with his 
witness and then pay him from the assets of Ibn Harma, Order 
him to be taken to jail degradingly, shamefully and by shouting 


1. Qur'an, 7:85. 
2. alFugil alMubimma, p. 127, at'Tad abFarid, vol. \, p. 338, Bulaghat al-Nint, p. 47, 
Kashf al-Ghumma, vol. |, p. US 
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at him; tie his feet with a rope and bring him out at the time of 
prayer. Do not prevent anyone who might bring to him food, 
drink, clothes or a mattress. Do not let anyone approach him, 
to inculcate to him animosity or make him hopeful of being 
freed. If it was proved to you that someone inculcated 
something to him that could harm to the Muslims, punish him 
with a lash and put him in jail until he repents. 


During the night take the prisoners out into the courtyard 
to breathe fresh air, except for Ibn Harma, unless he is feared to 
die in which case also let him out into the courtyard, After 
thirty days, if you see in him strength, give him thirty five 
lashes besides the previous thirty five lashes, Write to me about 
what you did in the market and whom you have chosen after 
that traitor, Cut off the salary of that traitor.”! 


138. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) —from his instructions to Malik al-Ashtar on 
looking into the affairs of the administrators: “If one of them 
should extend his hand in a treacherous act concerning which 
the intelligence received against him from your observers 
concurs and if you are satisfied with that as a witness, subject 
him to corporeal punishment and charge him for what 
befell from his action. Then set him in a position of 
degradation, brand him with treachery and chain his neck with 
the shame of accusation (defame),”* 


a/l4 

Forbidding Administrators from Accepting Gifts 
139. Imam ‘Ali (as.): “Any ruler who hides himself from the 
people's needs, God will also hide Himself from him and his 


needs on the Day of Judgment. If he accepts gifts he is a traitor, 
and if he accepts bribes he is a polytheist.”? 


1. Da‘a im atsténe, vol, 2, p. 2, he 1802 
2. Nahj ab Balaghah, Lever 83, Tubafal Ugul, p. 131, Da‘a'im abaians, vol. 1, p. 61 
3. Thasoab al ‘mal, p. 310, h. 1. Bibar abner, vol. 72, p. 345, bh 42 


290 Imam Ali and Political Leadership 


Chapter Three; Administrative Policies 291 


140. 


141, 


142. 


Akbbar al-Qudat —nartating from ‘Ali ibn Rabi'a: “Indeed “Ali (as.) 
had employed a man from the Bani Asad tribe by the name of 
Dubi‘at ibn Zuhayr. When his mission concluded, he went co ‘Ali 
(as) along with a sack full of money and said: “O Commander of 
the Faithful! Some people have brought me these gifts which have 
amounted to this. If they are lawful for me, I will use them, otherwise 
Iam bringing them to you.” 


“Ali (as.) said: If you had kept them, it would have been 
treachery.” 


Then he took it from him and placed it in the public treasury.”! 


Imim ‘Ali (as.) ~in his sermon in which he states his treatment with 
*Agil when he had asked for some money from the Public Treasury: 
“A very strange thing which happened is that a man came te us with 
4 closed flask full of honey paste but I disliked it as though it was the 
saliva of a snake or its vomit. [ asked his: “Is this a reward or zakst 
or charity, for these are forbidden co us, the members of the 
Prophet's family [Alhul-Bayt).” He said chat it was neither this nor 
that, bur a present.” 


“Then I said: “May childless women weep over you, [ave you 
come to mislead me {rom the religion of God by tricking me? Arc 
you insane, or have you been overpowered by some jinn or are you 
speaking nonsense?” 


“By God, even if [1am given all the seven domains with all that 
exists under the skies in order that I may disobey God to the extent 
of snatching a grain of barley from an ant, [ would not do is. For me, 
your world is lower than a leaf in the mouth of a locust that is 
chewing it. What has ‘Ali to do with bounties that will pass away and 
pleasures that will not last? We seck the protection of God from the 
slumber of the intellect and the ugliness of stumbles, and from Him 
we seek succor.” 


3/15 
Rigorousness along with Softness 


Imam ‘Ali (as.) -in his letter to one of his administrat 
“The farmers of your province complain of your strictness, 
arrogance, humiliating treatment and harshness, I delibersted over 
it and found that if on account of their paganism they do 
not deserve any favorable treatment of extra privileges they 


1. Akbar al-Oudat, vol. |, p. 3. 
2. Nabj alBalaghab, Semon 224, Bihar alAnwar, vol. 41, p. 162, by $7. 
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do not deserve to be treated cruelly either because of our agreement 
with them that we have to respect, Therefore tolerate them and at the 
same time keep the position of strictness and behave between 
harshness and mercy and keep them neither too elose nor too far and 
do not repel and drive them away, by the will of God.”! 


143, Tarikh al-Ya'qubi: “Ali (a.s.) wrote to ‘Amr ibn Muslama al-Arhabi: 
“After praising Allah, the farmers of your area have complained of 
your strictness and I looked into their affair and did not see any 
good. Your position must be moderate in being soft slong with being 
strict and without doing injustice and diminution because they 
brought prosperity to us while being feeble, so take what you demand 
from them while they are subordinate. Do not take any guardian 
besides God, Certainly God the Exalted and Almighty has said: "do 
not take your confidants from other than yourselves; they will spare nothing 
to nin you."*, and Te the Great, the Exalted has said about the Peaple 
of the Book: "...do not take the Jems and the Christians for guardians...”°, 
and He the Exalted and Almighty says: “Any of yor who takes them ai 
guardians is indeed one of them Keep them under control by taking land 
tax, be prepared against them and beware of [shedding] their blood. 
Wassalam!”* 


144, Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) in his letter to one of his administrators; “You are 
surely one of those whose help | seek in the establishing of religion, 
breaking the haughtiness of the sinful and guarding critical 
boundaries. Therefore, seck God's help in your difficulty and your 
anxiety. Have a litle harshness with some leniency and remain 
lenient where leniency is more appropriate, Adopt harshness when 
you cannot do without it. Lower your wings (in humbleness) before 
the subjects, Meet them with a broad face and keep yourself lenient 
(in behavior) with them. Treat them equally in the way you look at 
them, in signaling and in greeting so that the big do not expect from 
you transgression (in their favor) and the weak do not lose hope in 
your justice (for them). Wassalam!”? 


1. Nahj alBalaghab, Letter 19, Bihar atsAneeat, vol. 33, p. 489, h. 698, Ansab al Ashraf, 
yo. 2 p. 390, Itis stated in dnsab afvdobraf that he wrote this leiter to ‘Amr ibn 
Salama aFArhabt in which instead of the phrase ‘behave with them in between 
ste tne and roe Mes a Jesusieesionlé be done relies nor their 
pledge be broken; however, they should pay land tax and in order to preserve 
them nothing heyond theitcspacity should be taken from them. I commended 
yout to this and God is our resort, Wassalam.” 

2 Qur'an, 5118 


‘gibi, vol. 2, p. 203 

5. Nah a-Balaghab, Letter 46, al-Amati by al-Muftd, p. x0, h, 4, It is stated that this 
leer had been written 10 Malik al-Asbiar after the murder of Muhammad iba. 
Abr Bak, but apparently this is not true, since Mulaminad ibn Abi Bakr was 
martyred after Malik al-Ashtar. 
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Cultural Policies 


4 


Development of Education 


145, Imam ‘Ali (a.s.): “It is incumbent upon the leader to teach the 


146. Imam ‘Ali (a 


147, Imam ‘Ali (as, 


laws (budad) of Islam and faith to the people under his rule."! 


“Indeed people are more in need of good 
manners than they are in need of gold and silver.”* 


“© people, I have a right over you and you 
have a right over me, As for your right over me, that is to 
advise you, to pay you your dues fully, to teach you so that you 
may not remain ignorant and to train you so that you are 
knowledgeable.”> 


148. Imam al-Bagir (a.s.): “When ‘Ali (as) performs the morning 


prayers, he keeps on with after-prayer invocations (ta gibi) 
until sunrise. At sunrise, the poor, the needy and other groups 
of people would gather around him and he would teach them 
laws (fig) and the Qur'an. Ata certain hour, he would end the 
session and leave.”* 


149, Irshad al-Quiub: “It is reported that ‘Ali (as.) after finishing a 


Ghurar al-Hikarm, b 0199, Upsn a Hiker 


battle, he would proceed to teach people and judge among 
them,” 


na ab Matod iz, p. 328, 
Ghhurar at-Hikam, bh. 3890, ‘Uyan atHikam wa alMand'ie, p. 133, b. 3210 

Nabj at-Balagha, Sermon 34, Ansab alAshraf, vol. 3, p. 154, Tartkh al Tabard, vol. 
Spot 

Sharh Nahj al-Balaghab, vol, 4, p. 109, Bihar anwar, val. dt, p. 132 
Irshad al-Quivb, p. 218, ‘Uddat al Da’, p, 1, Bibar abAmwar, vol. 13, p. 16, h. 2 
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150. al-Tabagat al-Kubra — narrating from ‘Alba’ ibn Ahmar: “‘Ali ibn Abr 
lib (as,) was addressing the people, saying: “Who would buy 
Knowledge for one dirham?” 


alHarith alA‘war (wha was one-eyed) bought several sheets for 
one dirham and brought it to ‘Ali (a.s.) and he wrote abundant issues 
of knowledge for him. 


Afier that, “Ali (a.s) said in his sermon: “O people of Kufal A half 
a man overcame you.” 


151. al-Ghavat — narrating from Salim ibn Abt Ja'd: “Ali (a.s) allocated 
two thousand (coins) [as an income| for every reciter of the Qur'an 
and my father was one of the recirers.”* 


152, Sharh Nabj at-Balaghah: “Ghalib ibn Sa'sa'a went co "Ali (as) together 
with is son, Farazdaq’ and “Ali (a..) said to him: “Who are you?” 


He replied. SGhalib, the son of Sa‘ga‘a al-Mujashi‘i” 
He (as,) said: “© Aba al-Akhtal! Who is this young man with you?” 


Ue replied: "My son and he is @ poet.” 


He (as) said: “Teach him the Qur'an, for its better for him than poetry.” 


153. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) — in his letter to ‘Utham ibn ‘Abbas, who was his 
administrator in Mecea, wrote: "Set up IIajj for the people and remind 
them of the days [te be devoted] to God. Sit for giving them audience in 
the morning and evening, explain the [aw (© these who ask, teach the 
ignorant and discuss with the learned.”" 


154. Imam ‘Ali (as.) — in response to someone who had asked him a 
difficult question: “Ask me for understanding and do not ask to 
create confusion [for fault finding], because the ignorant person who 
tries to learn is like the learned man, but the learned man who tries 
to create confusion is like the ignorant.”” 


1, al-Tabagat alKubra, vol. 6, p. 168, 

2 alGharat, vol. \, p. 131, Kanz at'Ummal, vol. 2, p.339, h. 4186, 

3, He is Abu Faris Humam ibn Ghalib, known as Farazdag, He was born in 25 AH 
in Basra and died in 114. The following poem that he wrote in praise of aHmam 
abSajjad in the presence of Hisham ibn ‘Abd al-Malik is a an evidence of his 
bravery 

“This is the person whom the land of Batha knows, 

‘And the Ka'ba and the Haram know him too.” 

4, Sharh Nahj al Balaghab, vol. 10, p. nz al Unemi, vol. 2, p. 28, b. 4026 

5. Nabj al-Bulaghah, Leer 67, Bifar al-Anwar, vol. 33, p. 497, b. 102, 

6, Nay alBaldghah, Aphoristo 300, Uyin al Hikam aa al-Marod'iz, p. 132, b. 2940 
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L 


5: 


Imam ‘Ali (as.) — in response to someone who had asked him 
to define faith for him: “Come to me tomorrow so that I 
enlighten you in the presence of all the people, so that if you 
forget what I say, others might retain it, for an utterance is like 
a frightened away prey which may be caught by someone but 
missed by others." 


4/2 
Prohibition of Abolishing Proper Customs 


56. Imam ‘Ali (as.) — from his instructions to Malik al-Ashtar 
“Abolish no proper custom (sua) which has been acted upon 
by the leaders of this community, through which harmony has 
been strengthened and because of which the subjects have 
prospered. Create no new custom which might in any way 
damage the customs of the past, lest their reward belong to him 
who originated them and the burden be upon you for 
abolishing them. It is incumbent upon you to recall the just 
government, the excellent customs, the sume of our Prophet 
(s.a.w.) and the obligations (promulgated) in the Book of God, 
which preceded you (and follow them).” 


157, Imam ‘Ali (as.) — in his instructions 19 Malik al-Ashtar (as 


narrated in Tidaf al-'Ugal): “Study much with men of 
knowledge (‘ulama) and converse much with sages (hukama) 
concerning the consolidation of that which causes the state of 
your land to prosper and the establishment of that by which 
the people before you remain strong, since this will establish 
rightfulness more firmly and repel falsehood; and this will 
suffice as guidance and exemplar, Indeed proper customs are 
the path toward obedience to God.” 


4/3 
Fighting against Evil Customs 


158, Imam “Ali (a.s.): “Know that the most distinguished servants of 


1 


4 


2. Nab at-Balaghah, Letter 53, Teba) 


God before Him is the just leader who has been guided (by 


Nahi al Balighah, Apho: 


266, Bihar atAncaity, vol.2, p. 160, b. & 


il p. 130, Ibid, Also cf, Da'aion abtslam, 


vol. 1, p. 386 a 357, 
Tabaf al Ug, p. 31 
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159. Imam al-Sadig (a.s.): 


God) and guides others. He establishes the recognized customs 
(of the Prophet's Sunnah) and destroys the unrecognized 
innovations, The [Prophet's] ways are clear and have their signs, 
while innovations are also clear and they too have their signs.”! 


ome non-Arab Muslims (al-Mavdli) came 
to the Commander of the Faithful (a.s.) and said: “We have a 
complaint to you against these Arabs. Verily the Messenger of 
God (s.a.w,) gave us portions that were equal to theirs and 
married off Salman, Bilal and Suhayb, but these (Arabs) refuse 
and say: “We will not do that!” 


The Commander of the Faithful (a.s.) went to them and 
talked to them about this. The Arabs shouted: “We refuse it,O 
Abi al-Hasan! We refuse it!” 


So, “Ali (a.s.) left angrily dragging his robe and saying: “O 
group of non-Arabs! In truth, they have reduced you to the 
status of the Jews and the Christians. They get married to your 
women but refuse to allow you to marry theirs, They do not 
give you as much as they take from you. Therefore engage in 
trading and God will bestaw His blessings on you. Indeed I 
heard from the Messenger of Allah (s.a.w.) that sustenance (rizg) 
has ten parts; nine parts are in trading and one part is in other 
things. 


4/4 


Refraining from Reception Ceremonies 


160. Nabhj al-Balaghab: The Commander of the Faithful (a.s.) was 


proceeding towards Syria when the countrymen (farmers) of al- 
Anbar met him. Seeing him, they began to walk on foot and 
then ran in front of him. 

He enquired: “Why are you doing this.” 

‘They replied: “This is the way we respect our chiefs.” 

He then said: “By God, this does not benefit your chiefs. By 
doing this you are troubling yourselves in this world and 
carning misery for the next world, How harmful is the labor 


1, Naby al-Balaghab, Sermon ies, alamal, p. 191, Tarikb alTabart, vol. 4, p. 331, a: 


Biddya wa al-Nibaya, vol. 7, p. 168 
abKafi, vol. 5, p. 318, h. 59. 
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that is followed by punishment and how profitable is the ease 
with which there is deliverance from Hellfire!” 


161. Nabj alBalaghah; It is reported that when the Commander of 


the Faithful (a.s.) returned to Kafa from the battle of Siffin, he 
passed by the tribe of Shibbam (in Yemen) and heard the 
women weeping over those killed in Siffin. At that time [arb 
ibn Shurahbil al-Shibami came and started walking along with 
the Imam (a.s.) while he (a.s.) was riding, so he (a.s,) said to 
him: "Get back because the walking of s man like you with one 
like me is a trial for the ruler and a humiliation for the 
believer.”? 


162. Imam al-$adiq (a.s.): The Commander of the Faithful (u.s.) set 


out on horseback with his companions walking behind him, 
He turned his face back to them and asked: "Do you want 
anything?” 

They replied: “No, © Commander of the Faithful! But we 
would like to walk along with you.” 

He then told them: “Go back, because walking behind a 
riding man is a mischicf for the rider and a humiliation for the 
walker.” 

[The narrator says] He rode on once again and they 
followed walking behind him, and he said: “Go back, because 
the sound of footsteps behind a man corrupts the hearts of the 
unwise.”* 


4/s 


Criticizing rather than Admiring 


163. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) — in his instructions to Malik al-Ashear, after 


describing the characteristics of the righteous confidants: “So 
choose these men as your special companions in privacy and at 
assemblies. Then let the most influential among them be he 
who speaks most to you with the bitterness of the truth and 


Nuabj alBalaghab, Aphoism 33, Managib ‘Ali ibn Abt Talib, vol, 2p. 104, Bikar at 
Arar, vol 41, p. 35,3 

Nahj al-Balaghab, Aphorism 322, Wag'at Siffin, p. 331, abMi'yar alMawazin, p. 
1 

al Mabasin, vol. 2, p. 470, b. 2632, ab Kaft, vol. 6, p. 540, h. 16, Tuba alUgal, p.209. 
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supports you least in activities which God dislikes in His 
friends, even though this may contradict your pleasure, Cling 
to men of piety and veracity. Then accustom them not to 
lavish praise upon you nor (to try to) gladden you by 
(attributing to you) a vanity you did not do, for lavishing of 
abundant praise causes arrogance and draws (one) close to 
pride,” 


164. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) ~one of his companions had told him: “You are 
our commander and we are your subordinates. Through you 
God the Great and Almighty brought us forth from disgrace 
and for your glory He freed His servants from chains. You 
choose for us and carry them out and command as you wish 
and enforce it, because you are a speaker whose words are 
believed, a successful ruler and entrusted sovereign. We da not 
see lawful disobedience to you in any matter and we do not 
measure any knowledge with yours, as your status is so lofty to 
us and your superiority so great.” To which Imam responded: 
“If a man considers God's glory as being high in his self and 
believes in his heart that God's position is sublime, then it is 
his right that -on account of the greatness of these things- he 
should regard all other things as small. The person who most 
deserves to be as such is he who receives Gods bounty and favor 
most, because the bounty of God over any person does not 
increase without an increase in Gods right over him. 

In the view of virtuous people, the worst position of rulers is 
that it may be thought about them that they love glory and 
their affairs may be taken to be based on pride. { would really 
hate that it may occur to your mind that I love high praises or 
to hear eulogies. By the grace of Allah I am not like this. Even 
IF had loved to be mentioned like this, I would have given it 
up in submissiveness before Allah, the Glorified, rather than 
accept greatness and sublimity to which He is more entitled 
Generally people feel pleased at praise after good performances.” 

“Do not mention for me glowing praise so that 1 can 
discharge my responsibilities towards God and towards you I 
have not yet cartied out and injunctions that have to be 
performed. So do not address me in the manner despots are 


1. Nab alBalaghab, Lever 53, Thal ab'Uyil, p. 129, Bibar albAniear, vol, 43, p, 6 
bra, 
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addressed. Do not evade me as the irascible people are (to be) 
evaded; do not meet me with flattery and do not think that I 
shall take it ill if a true thing is said to me; and do not entitle 
me with undue greatness. Certainly the person who feels 
disgusted and burdensome when truth is said to him or a just 
matter is placed before him would find it more difficult to act 
upon them, 


Therefore do not abstain from saying the truth or pointing 
out a matter of justice because 1 do not regard myself above 
erring,! Tam not immune from erring in my actions unless that 
God helps me (in avoiding errors) in matters in which He is 
more powerful than I. Certainly and you are slaves owned by 
a Lord, other than Whom there is no Lord. He owns from 
ourselves that which we do not own. He brought us forth from 
where we were towards what brings prosperity to us. He altered 
our straying into guidance and gave us insight afier 
blindness.”* 


4/6 
Commitment to the Truth in Knowing Men 


165. alAmali —narrated by Asbag ibn Nubata: “arith ibn Hamdant 
along with a group of Shi'ites, including myself, went to visit 
the Commander of the Faithful “Ali ibn Abi Talib (a.s.). Being 
sick, Harith walked in with a bent back and a walking stick, 
‘The Commander of the Faithful (a.s.) came towards him, for 
Harith was highly esteemed by him, and said: ‘How are you 
feeling Harith?* 


He said: “Life has done to me what it has pleased, O 
Commander of the Faithful, and the conflict of your 
companions at your doorstep is irritating and infuriating me,” 


He asked: “What is their conflict about?” 


He replied: “About you and the previous three caliphs. One 


1. Ie is evident from what follows in his words that Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) regards his 
ima (infallibility) as a blessing from God and in accordance says if God does 
not help him in avoiding errors, he would be misguided, Therefore, this 
statement does not contsadict the infallibility of the Imam 

2, alKafi, vol. 8, p. 355, h. $50, narrating from Jabir from Imam al-Bagie (28). Nab 
alBalaghah, Sermon 116, 
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of them is an extremists and zealot, another falls short, and a 
third is hesitant who does not know whether to go forth or 
back.” 


“Ali (as,) said: “Enough © brother from Hamadan! You 
should know that the best of my followers are the middle 
group; he who exceeds the due bounds shall be brought back to 
them, and he who falls short shall be made to reach them.” 


Harith told him: “May my father and mother be your 
ransom! Would you cleanse our sullied hearts and elucidate our 
affairs for us!” 


‘Ali (as.) said: It is enough. You are confused in (certain) 
affairs, The religion of God is not known through men, but 
with the sign of the truth. So come to know the truth and you 
will only then know its people. 


‘O Harith! Truth is the best of words, and he who declares it 
isa struggler (migiahid).”! 


166. al-Bayan we al-Tabyin; When ‘Ali ibn Abt Talib (a.s.) was on the 


pulpit, Harith ibn Havwy al-Laythi stood up and said: “Do you 
think that we consider that Talha and Zubair have gone 
astray?” 

He replied: “O Harith! You are confused, Certainly you are 
confused, The truth is not known through men, So come to 
know the truth and you will only then know its people.”* 


See: The Encyclopedia of Ancir alMu'minin: (Confusion by 
those lacking insight), 


alAmatt by akMuli 
Mustafa, p. A 
alBayan wa ab-Tabyin, vol, 3, p. 211, Tarikh ab-Ya'gubt, vol. 2, p. 200. 


ol. 3, p. 3. alvimalt by al-Tast, p, 625, h. 1292, Bisharat al 
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Chapter Five 
Economic Policies 
1/5 
Encouragement to Work 


167. Imam ‘Ali ( 
(chosen as pairs), laziness and incapability were connected and 
poverty was produced from them, 


“When things coupled one with another 


‘Ali (as): “Indeed I hate a man who is lazy in his worldly 
affairs; for if he is lazy in his worldly affairs, he will be more 
lazy in the affairs of the Hereafter,”* 


169, Imam ‘Ali (as.): "No early rising of any of you in the path of 
God is greater than the early rising of someone who seeks for 
that which improves [the conditions for] his children and 
houschold.”* 


170, Imam ‘Ali (as): “He who seeks the world lawfully in order to 
take care of his parents, children or wife, God will resurrect 
him with his face radiating like a full moon."* 


Imam ‘Ali (as.): “I advise you to fear God secretly and openly, 
to practice justice in pleasure and anger, and to earn livelihood 
in poverty and affluence.”* 


abKafi, vol. 5,p.86, b.8. Tubaf algal, p. 2 
Du'a’im ablslam, vol. 2 p. 48, be 2 
‘AlSara’ir, vol. 2, p. 228, Da'a'im atdslam, vol.2, p. 15,4. ¥% Aroalé abLiAli, vol. 3, 
pe 194, I. 6. 
Musnad of Zaid, p. 255, 
Tubaf al-Ugal, p. 390, Bibar alAnvedr, vol. 78, p. 308, by 
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172, Imam ‘Ali (a.s.): “Certainly, seeking a lawful livelihood does not 
prevent [man] from working for the Hereafter.”! 


173. Imam ‘Ali (as.) — in his letter to his son Hasan (a.s.): “Do not 
leave out what is lawful and agreeable, since the necessities of 
life must be met; and what is destined for you will reach you."? 


174. Imam “Ali (a.s.}: “A believer has three time periods [in life]: The 
period when he is in communion with God, the period when 
he manages for his livelihood and [thirdly] the period when he 
is free to enjoy what is lawful and pleasant. A wise person 
should not spend his time other than for three reasons; For the 
purpose of earning a living, or pursuing something for the next 
life or for enjoying what is not prohibited.” 

175, Sharh Nahj al-Balaghab —in the report about the benefactions of 
the Commander of the Faithful: “He used to work with his 
hands, cultivate the land, plant palm trees and would do all 
these by himself.”* 


See: The Engyslopedia of Amir atMu'mintn: 
(Bringing Together Worship and Work), 
Ibid., ("Ali's (2.s.) benefactions). 


5/2 
City Developments 


176. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) ~ in his instructions to Malik al-Ashtar: “This is 
what ‘Ali, the servant of God and Commander of the Faithful 


1. alAmati, Matid, p.t19, b 3 Bihar alAnwar, vol. 17, p. 422. al 


Kane al-‘Ummal, vol. 6, p. 177, B 48215, 


5, Nai alBalaghab, Aphorisin 390, Tihaf 
ec 


ipl, p. 208, abdmalt by al-Tast, p. 141, 


4. Sharh Nabj alBalaghab, vol. 15, p. 17. 
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177. 


charged Malik al-Ashtar in his instructions to him when he 
appointed him governor of Egypt: to collect its land tax, to 
struggle against its enemies, to improve the condition of the 
people and to engender prosperity in its cities [regions].”" 


Imam ‘Ak (as.) — from his letter to Qarza ibn Kab al- Ansari 
“Indeed some men from among the protected people (4d! al 
Dhimma) in your area have reported that a river in their land 
has been destroyed and submerged. They have the rights over 
the Muslims to engender prosperity for them, See into this 
matter along with them, then repair and improve the river. By 
my life, bringing prosperity is more pleasant for us than their 
leaving or undergoing poverty or falling short of that which 
sets right the cities, Wassalam!”” 


178, Imam ‘Ali (as): “The virtue of a ruler (siljan) is in the 


179. 


development of the cities.” 


5/3 
Agricultural Development 


Imam ‘Ali (as): “He who finds water and land and then 
becomes poor, God will send him far [from His Mercy].”* 


180, Imim ‘Ali (as. “Verily, there are five ways of [earning] 


2, Tartikh al Ya'giib, vol. 
3. Ghurar at-Hikam, by 65 


livelihood for people: rulership, developing, trading, leases and 
taxes...Concerning development, God Almighty says: “He 
brought you forth from the earth and made it your inhabitation [to 
develop it] It is implied here that God the Exalted has 
commanded his servants to construct the earth so that it will be 
a means for their livelihood through what grows from it such 
as grain, fruits and other things which God has made as 
provision for people.”* 


iahj al Bataghab, Levter 53, Tubaf al-Ugitl, p. 126. 
err 
‘Cyan ab-Htikam wm al: Mead, p. 357, 6044 


1 Qurb atsnad, p15, b. 04, Bibar al-Anzodr, vol, 103, p. 85, b. 10 
5, Qur'an, i: 6t 
6 Wasa! al-Shi‘a, vol. 13, p. 195, bh. 10, Bibar aleAnandr, vol. 93, p. 36 & 47. 
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181. Imam al-Bagir (a.s.): “‘Ali (a.s.) used to write to his commanders 
of the troops: “I implore by God to refrain from doing wrong 
to the farmers.”! 


See 5/8 (Lenying Taxes) 


5/4 
Development of Crafts 


182. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.): “The profession of a person is a treasure,” 


183, Imam ‘Ali (a.s.): “Verily God Almighty loves one who has a 
profession and is trustworthy.” 


184, Imam ‘Ali (a:s,) — in an aphorism attributed to him: “Do not 
seek speed of action, rather seck good quality, Indeed people 
will not be asked how long they took to finish the job, but they 
will be asked about the excellence of the product,"* 


185, al-Kaft - narrated by Umm Hasan al-Nakha‘i; “The Commander 
of the Faithful passed by me and asked: “Umm Hasan! What 
do you do?” 


I said, “lam a spinner.” 


‘The Imam said, “Verily it is the most legitimate occupation 
[or] one of the most legitimate of occupations.”? 


186, Tafsir al-Ayyashi — narrating from Muhammad ibn al-abbi: 
“Ibrahim al-Nakha't passed by a woman who was sitting at her 
doorstep in the morning holding a spindle in her hands and 
spinning. Ibrahim told her: “O Umm Bakr! Have you not 
grown old! Is it not the time for you to put the spindle aside?” 

Qurb altoid, p. 138, h. 689, Bidar abnor, vol. lo, p. 33, 8. 1. 

alAdaidiya, p. 55 

j vol. 5, p. 113, h. b, Man td Yabdarabu abFagih, vol. 3, p. 158, h. 3580, at 

Khigal,p. 621, by 10, 
4. Shark Nabj al-Balaghah, vol, 20, p.263, bh. 103. 
S.alKafi, vol. 5, p. 311, h.32. Tabdbib abAbkam, vol, 6, p. 382, h 1127, 
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Umm Bakr said: “How should I put it aside and 1 have 
heard ‘Ali Ibn Abt Talib the Commander of the Faithful (a.s,) 
say: Spinning is among the good occupations.””! 


See 5/5 (Development of Trade), 


5/5 


Development of Trade 


187, Imam ‘Ali (a.s.): “Engage in trade as it makes you self-sufficient 


and independent of what is in the hands of others.”* 


188. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) ~ to the freed slaves: “Carry on trade, may God 


grant you blessing, Verily, I heard the Messenger of Allah 
(s.a.w,) say: “Provision is in ten parts, Nine parts are in trade, 
and one is in other occupations.” 


189, Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) ~ in his instructions to Malik al-Ashtar: “Then 


make merchants and craftsmen -those who are permanently 
fixed, those who move about with their wares and those who 
profit from (the labor of) their own body~ your own concern, 
and urge others to do so, for they are the bases of benefits and 
the means of attaining conveniences. They bring (benefits and 
conveniences) from remote and inaccessible places in the land, 
sea, plains and mountains, and from places where men neither 
gather together nor dare to go. They (the merchants and 
craftsmen) are gentle people from whom there is no fear of 
calamity and pacifying people from whom there is no worry of 
disruption. Examine their affairs in your presence and in every 
corner of your land.”* 


190. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) — in his instructions to Malik al-Ashtar (as 


reported in Tubaf al-‘Ugal): “Now have the best intentions with 
merchants and craftsmen and give them good counsel whether 
they are settled (shopkeepers) or traders or laborers, because 


Tafitr atAyyasbi, vol. p. 150, b. 494, Bibar alAnsear, vol. 103, p. 33h. 15 
alKafi, vol. 5, p. 149, h. 9, Man ta Yabdarabx ab-Fagth, vol. 3, p. 193, h. 3723, al 
Kigal, p. 621, by 1. 

abKafi, vol. 5, p, 319, h. 39, Man la Yabdarabu ab-agib, vol 
"Uddat al-Da', p.72. 

Nabj at Balaghah, Sermon $3. 


po 192, b. 3722, 
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191, 


they are sources of profits and their providers and bringers 
‘They bring them from distant and remote areas throughout the 
lands and sea, plains or mountains, from where people do not 
feel at ease or dare to go, like the countries of your enemies 
they are people by whose hands God has brought comfort, 


So protect their dignity, secure their paths and give them 
back their rights, for they are peaceful and there is no fear of 
their harm, The most favorable affairs for them are 
safeguarding their security and their authority. Look after their 
affairs in your presence and in every corner of your land.”! 


5/6 
Direct Inspection of the Bazaars 


Imim al-Bagir (as): “The Commander of the Faithful was 
among you in Kufa and every morning he would leave the 
statehouse and walk through the markets of Kafa one by one 
while carrying a double headed whip called a ‘iwbzba’ on his 
shoulder, He would stop before people of every market and call 
out: “O Tradesmen! Be wary of God Almighty!” 


When the marketers heard his call, they would give up what 
they were doing and attentively listen to him 


Then he would say; “Seek what is best, look for blessing by 
being lenient, be close to the customers, adorn yourself with 
tolerance refrain from swearing, avoid telling lies, beware of 
doing injustice and assist the oppressed in returning his right. 
Do not scek nearness to usury and observe fully the measure 
and the balance. Do not cheat the people of their goods and do 
not act wickedly on the earth, causing corruption.” 


He would walk around all the bazaars of Kafa, then he 


| Tibia at-Vgat, p. 130 
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would return and sit for [seeing into the affairs of] the 
people,”! 


192. Imam Husain: “‘Ali (as.) rede on the Prophet's (sa.w.) mule 


called ‘Shahba” in Kafa and visited every market, He entered 
the butcher's market and called out: “O group of butchers! Do 
not cut the spinal cord of the animal nor make haste in taking 
its life, Let the soul gently leave its body. Avoid from blowing 
into the meat when selling it for I have heard the Messenger of 
God (sa.w.) prohibited doing so.” 


Then he went to the date sellers and said: “Display the bad 
products just like you display the good ones.” 


‘Then he went to the fish dealers and told them: “Do not sell 
except good fish, and refrain from selling what is caught dead 
[floating].” 


Then he entered the Kunasa area [in Kufa] where various 
transactions were being made by the copper dealers, liquid 
sellers, sellers of swaddling clothes and needles, and there were 
also exchangers and sellers of camphor and cloth. Ie called out 
loudly to them: “Swearing oaths is common in your markets; 
protect yourselves from your oaths with charity and avoid 
swearing oaths, as God Almighty will not purify he who uses 
His Name in oath and tells lies.”* 


193, Fada‘il alSahaba — narrating from Abu al-Sahba': “I saw ‘Ali 


ibn Abi Talib (a.s.) passing by the side of a pasture and asking 
about the prices,"* 


ab-Kafi, vol. 5, p. 151, h. 3, Tabdbth alAbkane, vol, 7, p. 6, h. 17, abdmats, Mutid, p. 
197, ht 


Yariva, p. 288, Da'a'im allslam, vol. 2, p. 538, bo 19 


Fada'il alSababa, vol. |, p) $42, b. 919, Dhakha'ir al'Uyba, p. 192, 
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194, Da'a'im ab-tslam: “He [‘Ali] (a.s.) used to walk in the market 


places holding a whip in his hand with which he would punish 
the defrauders who used short measures and the cheaters in the 
trading with Muslims. 

Asbagh said: “One day I told him: O Commander of the 
Faithful! You may stay home and I will do it for you.” He 
replied: “O Asbagh! You are not giving me good advice.”! 


195. Tarikh Damashq — narrating from Aba Sa'id: “Ali (a.s.) used to 


196. Rabi! al-Abrar, 


come to the market and say “O Tradesmen! Be wary of God 
and avoid taking oath, for taking oath will ruin the deeds and 
bring the blessings to naught. Indeed, a tradesman is vicious 
unless he receives right (fully) and pays the right, Wassalam.”* 


‘Ali (a.s.) would pass by the salesmen in the 
market and say to them: “Do good, Sell goods a the Muslims 
at cheap prices, because this will increase prosperity.” 


197, Tarikh Dimashq — narrating from Zadan: “When he [‘Alil (a.s.) 


was i ruler, he would walk around alone in the Markets, He 
would guide the lost ones, help out the poor and when he 
passed by the salesmen and the shopkeepers, he would open the 
Qur'an and recite, “This is the abode of the Hereafier which We 
shall grant to those who do not desire to dominate in the earth nor to 
cause corruplion.”* He would then say; “This verse is revealed 
concerning the just and humble leaders and the people who 
possess power,”* 


198, Makdrim alAkblag — narrating from Washtka: “I saw ‘Ali (a.s.) 


who was wearing 4 short garment and had pulled his robe up to 
the middle of his foreleg while holding a whip in his hand and 
walking around the market saying: ‘Be wary of God and 
observe the measure fully,’ as if he was a teacher for children."® 


3 
4 
5 


Da'i'im ab-slam, vol. 2, p. 38h. 1909 
Tartkh Dimashg, vol. 42, p. 409, aMusannif fi ubAhadih wa alAibar, vol. 5, p. 260, 
bh. 4, abGharat, vol, |, p. 110 

Rabe’ abbr, ¥ol.4, p. 154 

Qur'an: 28: 83 

Tartkh Dimashg, vol. 42, p. 489, al-Bidaya wa al-Nibaya, vol. &, p. 5, Mandgib ‘Ali 
ibn Abi Talib, vol. 2, p. 108, 

Makarim atAbblag, Vol, 1, p.247, W732, 
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199. aiTabagat atKubra — narrating from Jarmiiz: “I saw ‘Ali (a.s.) leaving 
his seat of reign and he had two pieces of cheap clothing on; a 
loincloth covering down to the middle of his foreleg and a robe 
which was rolled up close to the lower part of the Joincloth, He was 
holding a whip and walking in the markets enjoining the marketers 
to be wary of God and make fair deals. He would say: “Be loyal in the 
measure and balance.” And: “Do not blow in the meat."! 

200. Makarim alAthlag — narrating from ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Abbas: “When 
he [ibn ‘Abbas) returned from Basra and entered Kufa carrying 
money, he saw the Commander of the Faithful (a.s.) standing in the 
market and shouting: “O People! From now on whomever | see 
selling hagfish, the fish caught dead [floating] and eels, { will punish 
them with this whip.” The whip he had was called ‘Sabtiyya’.” 

Ibn ‘Abbas says, "I greeted him and he returned the grecting and 
then said, ‘(© Ibn ‘Abbas! What happened to the money?” 

“t said, “Here it is, © Gommander of the faithful!” I gave it to 
him and he brought me near to him and welcomed me,” 


‘After that, a herald came to him carrying his sword, announcing 
the selling of it for seven dirhams and then he said: “If | had a share 
in the Muslims’ public treasury as little as the price of an Arak tooth 
brush, would not sell the sword.” 

He sold the sword and bought himself a shirt for four dirhams, 
gave two dirhams as charity and treated me as a guest for three di 
with the remaining one dirham,”* 


201. Fada'il al Sababa — narrating from Ab’ Matar al-Baset who said: “1 
saw ‘Ali (a.s.) going towards the dace sellers. A female slave was crying 
near a date seller. He ['Ali] asked her: “What has happened to you?” 

The female slave said: “He sold me some dates for one dirham, 
but my master returned them and he [the date seller] is nos refunding 
the money.” 

“Ali (a.s.) said: “© owner of the dates! Take your dates back and 
refund her money-as she is only a slave and she is not in authority.” 


The date seller pushed ‘Ali (a.s.) back. The Muslims said to him 
“Do you know whom you pushed back?" He said; “No | do not,” 
They said: “It is the Commander of che Faithful!” At this time, he 
took back the dates and refunded her the dirhams. 


1. ab Tabagat abKubra, vol. 3, p. 28, Tarukb Dimashy, vol42, p. 484, Tarikh al lim 
Vol. 3 p. 45, 
2 Makar ai Akblag, vol 1, p.249, be 40 
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202. 


He then said to ‘Ali (as): “I would like you to be pleased with me” 


‘Ali (as) said, “I will be pleased with you only when you fully 
observe the rights of people.” 


Makarim al Akblag ~ narrating [rom Mukhtar al-Tammar: “I used to 
spend the nights in the mosques and stay in the open square and buy 
bread from a grocer (he was from Basra). One day, I went out and all 
of a sudden a man called upon me and said: ‘Hold up your gown; it 
will stay cleaner this way and it will be closer to God-fearing.” 

asked who he was and I was told that he was “Ali ibn Abi Talib (as) 

I went after him while he was going towards the camels market. 
When he got there, he stopped and said: “O Tradesmen! Beware of 
false swearing, as i¢ would ruin the goods and bring the blessings to 
naught.” 


He then continued moving till he reached the date sellers, At this 
time, a female slave was erying before a date seller. 


He asked her, “What happened to you?” 


She answered, “I am a slavegirl. My people have sent me to buy one 
dirham of dates for them, When I took the dates to them, they did not 
like it, 60 I returned them, but this man refuses to take them back,” 


He said, “© Mant! Take the dates back and refund her money!” 


He [the salesman] refused to do so, He was told: “This [man| is 
“Ali ibn Abi Talib (a.s.)." Then he took back the dates and refunded 
her the money and said: “O Commander of the Faithful! | did not 
recognize you. Forgive me.” 


He said, “O tradesmen! Be wary of God and make your dealings 
fairly. May God forgive you and ws.” 

He then left that place and arrived in the canvas market and 
encountered a handsome man. He said: “O Man! Do you have two 
garments for five dirhams” 

The man rose to his feet and said, “O Commander of the 
Faithful! L have what you want.” Since the shop owner knew it was 
the Imam, he left him and went to another young person and said: 
"O Young man! Do you have two garments for five dirhams?” 

He said: "Yes I do.” He bought the two garments; one of them was 
for three dirhams and the other was for two. He said: “O Qanbar! 
You take the garment that is for three dirhams.” 

Qanbar said: "You deserve it more; you go on the pulpit and give 
sermons to people.” 


1. Pagal al Sahaba, vol. 2, p. 621, b. 1062, Rabi’ abdbnar, vol. 4, p. 183, 
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He said: “And you are young and have youthful wishes, and 1 
feel shy of myself before God to look superior to you, I have 
heard the messenger of God (s.a.w.) say: "Clothe your servants 
from what you clothe yourselves and feed them from what you 
feed yourselves.” 

When he put on the garment he noticed that the sleeves were longer 
than his hands. He said: “Cut off the extra.” And the young man did 
so, Then he said: "Come forward and let me stitch it.” 

“Ali as.) replied: “Leave it as it is, as things will pass sooner 
than that [life shall come to an end soon|,"! 

203, Tivikh al Tuban — narrating from Yazid ibn'Uday ibn ‘Uthman: “I saw 
“Ali (as,) passing by the Hamdan neighborhood, He saw two groups 
fighting there. He separated them and then kept on going and he heard 
someone say: “Come to my help for God's sake!” 

He quickly ran towards him in such a way that I heard the sound of 
his footwear and he was calling out: "Help is coming to you.” 

‘At this moment, he saw a man who was holding on to another 
man’s collar. He said: “O Commander of the Faithful! 1 sold a 
garment to this man for nine dirhams on the condition that he 
would not give me torn and defective dithams (and this was their 
common condition of that ime) and now 1 come to him (a 
change these dirhams for me and he is refusing to do so. So I held 
on to him, and he slapped me.” 

"Ali (a.s,) said: “Change it for him!” He then said: “What is 
your proof for being slapped?” 

The man showed his proof, Then ‘Ali (a.s.) seated the man and 
told him [the complainant] to take revenge on him, The man said. 
“[ forgive him O Commander of the Faithful!” 

“Ali (as) said, “T wanted to be cautious for your rights.” Then he 
gave the man nine lashes and said, “This is the right of the state.”” 


5/7 
Prevention of Hoarding 


204. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) — in his letter to Rifa'a: “Forbid hoarding, 
punish the one who commits it and penalize him by revealing 
what he had hoarded."* 


1. Makarim alAkhlig, vol. |, p.224, 1. 659, Also cf, abGharat, vol. 1, p. 108, Mandate 
allman Amir alMu'minin, vol. 2, p- 603, H. LR, 

2. Tarikh al-Tabart, vol. 5p, 136, abKamil fi al-Parakb, vol. 2, po aa2. 

4. Daim al-lstam, vol. 2, p. 36, b. 80 
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205, 


206. 


Imam ‘Ali (as.) - in his instructions to Malik al-Ashtar: “Then 
do good to traders and craftsmen (or examine their affair). 
Know, nevertheless, that in many of them, there are shameful 
miscrliness, detestable avarice, hording of benefits and 
arbitrariness in sales. They hoard goods for profiteering and fix 
high prices for the merchandise. This is a source of loss to all 
and a stain upon rulers. So prohibit hoarding, for the 
Messenger of God (s.aw.) prohibited it, Let selling be 
openhanded one with justly balanced scales and prices, not 
harmful to either party, the seller or the buyer. Whoever lets 
himself be tempted to hoard after you have forbidden him (to 
do so}, make an example of him and punish him, but not 
excessively.”! 


5/8 
Levying ‘Taxes 


Imam ‘Ali (as.) — in his letter to the tax collectors: “In the 
Name of God the All-Beneficent, the All-Merciful. From the 
servant of God ‘Ali, Commander of the Faithful to the tax 
collectors: So now, he who does not fear where he is going (viz. 
the Hereafter) does not send forward for himself that which 
could protect him; and he who follows his desires and 
surrenders to them (despite of his knowledge of benefits that 
exist in the hereafter), will soon be among the regretful. 


Know that the most felicitous person in the world is he who 
withdraws from what he knows is detrimental to him; and the 
most wretched person is he who follows passions. So take heed! 


Know that whatever good you forward [to the Hereafier] 
will belong to you; apart from that, whatever you send forth, 
you would like that there would be a long distance between you 
and that, God warns you to beware of [disobeying] [lim and 
God is the most Affectionate and the most Merciful to His 
servants, Certainly the loss of what you were negligent of, 
would return to you. And what you have demanded, is little, 
and Allah’s reward is great. 


| Nabj al Balaghab, Lever 53, Tubaf al'Vant, p. 150 
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If there were no punishment to be feared of in doing 
injustice and aggression that has been prohibited, there 
certainly is enough reward in avoiding it, leaving no excuse for 
anyone to give it up. Be merciful so that you may be granted 
(His) Mercy. Do not torture servants of God; and do not task 
them beyond their capacity. Be fair to people and be patient in 
fulfilling their needs, since you are the treasurers of the 
subjects, Do not keep doorkeepers for yourselves; and do not 
prevent anyone from gaining access to you to pursue his case. 
Do not take anyone for anyone else except he who has 
guaranteed for him, Make yourselves patient regarding the joys 
lof life]; and beware of postponing tasks and repelling 
goodness, for certainly there is regret in doing so. Wassalam!”" 


207. al-Kafr — narrating from Muhajir, on the authority of a man 


from the Thagif tribe: “‘Ali ibn Abi Talib (a. appointed me 
as tax collector in the region of Banqiya and a village in Kafa 
and told me in the presence of the people, ‘See into the (land) 
taxes and make attempts in (collecting) them. Do not neglect 
even a single dirham, and whenever you want to go there come 
to me (first). 

[He said,] “I went to him and he told me: ‘Indeed, what you 
heard from me was a kind of plan and tactic. Never beat a 
Muslim, a Jew or a Christian for a dirham of tax; or sell an 
animal used by people for [levying] taxes, because we are 
ordered to take from them the extras [to their income].”” 


208. al-Sunan al-Kubra — narrating from ‘Abd al-Malik ibn ‘Umayr 


“A man from the Thaqif tribe told me that ‘Ali ibn Abi Talib 
(a.s.) assigned me [to collect taxes] over the vast region of 
Shapur’ and said: “Never whip anyone for collecting a dirham 
of (ax or sell their sustenance, their winter or summer clothes, 
or their animals that they use. And do not appoint a person to 
collect a dirham.” 


Wag'at Siffta, p: 108, ALMiyar abMamagin, p. 122, also cf, Nakj abBalighab, 


Letter 51 
atKafi, vol. 3, p. 540, 8, Tabi a 
Fagib, vol. 2, p. 24, b. 1008, 

‘An area in Baghdad, 


ibkam, vol. p.98, be 278, Man la yabdanaba al 
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The man said: “I told him: “O Commander of the Faithful! 
In that case I would return to you cmpty-handed as I left you 
empty-handed!” 


He said, “Even if you return as you left, Woe onto you! We 
are ordered to take from them the extras.” 


209, Tartkh Dimashq — narrating from ‘Abd al-Malik ibn ‘Umayr: “A 
man from Thagif told me that ‘Ali ibn Abi Talib (a.s.) assigned 
me [to collect taxes] over the region of ‘Ukbara (where no one 
who performed prayers lived) and told me in the presence of 
the people there: “Taxes must be fully taken from them, Take 
care not to show them leniency,’ Then he told me to go to him 
at noon time.” 


I went to him and I did not see any doorman (at his place) 
to stop me. I saw him sitting down, and there was a bowl and a 
water jug. He asked for his bag and I said to myself that maybe 
he wanted to do me a favor, as 1 did not know what was in the 
bag. I found that the bag was sealed and he broke the seal and 
there was sawiy" in it. He took it out, put it in a bow! and 
poured some water on it, He then drank from it and also gave 
me some to drink. 


I could not help asking him: ‘O Commander of the 
Faithful! Do you act like this in Iraq? The Iraqis have much 
better food than this.” 


He said, “Know that by God, I do not seal it out of avarice; 
rather I buy as much as it meets my needs, for I fear that if it is 
not sealed, other things may be added to it. So I take care of it 
[by sealing it]’ and I dislike using anything other than clean 
food. As for what I said in the presence of the people, I had no 
option but to say what | said to you. They are deceitful people; 
but now I order you how to deal with them, for if you act that 
way, you will be saved; otherwise — besides me — God will also 
reprove you. If | am informed that you have acted contrary to 


\.abSunan abKabra, vol. 9, p. 345, h. 18736, Usd alGhaba, vol. 4, p. 98, h. 3789, Kane 
«alUmmal, vol. 4, p. 501, 8.11388 

2. food made of wheat and barley Nour. 

4. It is clear that he means that if this food i added to, his friends and relatives 
might add hetter food to it, and this is why he buys to his need and seals the 
container 
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what I have ordered you, I will dismiss you. Do not sell (take 
from) their daily foods and their summer and winter clothes; 
do not whip anyone for a dirham, nor disgrace them, as we are 
not ordered to do so; do not scize their draught horses, since 
we are ordered to take from them the extras.” 

The man said: “I told him that I would return the same way 
that I went (with empty hands),” 


“Ali (a,s.) said: “Even if you do so.” 
The man said: “I went on to collect taxes as he had ordered 


me and by God; when I returned I gave him what was with me 
to the last dirham.”! 


210. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) — in his letter to one of his administrators 
whom he had sent for (collecting) taxes: “I order him to be 
wary of God in his secret matters and hidden actions where 
there is no witness except He and no one watches save He. 


Talso order him that whatever he does in obedience to God 
openly should not be different from what he docs secretly, He 
whose hidden position is not different from his open position 
and whose action is not different from his words has 
discharged his obligation and his worship is pure. 


1 also order him that he should not harass them, should not 
be harsh with them and should not turn away from them 
because of superiority of official position over them, for they 
are brethren in faith and help in the recovery of rights 


Certainly you have a fixed share and a known right in these 
alms, and there are other sharers who are poor, weak 
and starving, We shall fully discharge your rights. So you 
should fully discharge their rights, If you do not do so, you 
will have the largest number of enemies on the Day of 
Judgment. How wretched is the man whose enemies in view 
of Allah are the needy, the destitute, the beggars, the turned 
away, and the indebted and (penniless) travelers, 


1, Tartkh Dimashg, vol. 42, p. 487, Hilyat abAvilind, vol. 1, p.89, Also ef, at Ati tral: 
Maroazin, p.248 
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He who treats the trust lightly, indulges in treachery and does 
not keep himself and his faith untarnished by it has certainly 
deserved humiliation in this world, and his humiliation and 
disgrace in the Hereafter will be greater. Surely the greatest 
treachery is treachery against the Muslim community and the 
ugliest deceit is deceit towards the Muslim leaders. Wassalam!*! 


211, Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) — from his instructions that he used to write to 
whomever he appointed for the collection of taxes: “Move on 
with the fear of God who is One and has no partner. Do not 
frighten any Muslim, Do not pass over his lands without his 
consent. Do not take from him more than God’s right in his 
wealth. When you go to a tribe, you should stay at their watering, 
place instead of entering their houses. Then go to them 
maintaining your dignity, calm, When you are in their midst 
salute them and do not be negligent in greeting and respecting 
them. 


Tell them: “O servants of God, the vicegerent of God and His 
caliph has sent me to you to collect from you God’s right in your 
wealth. Is there anything of His right in your wealth? If so, give it 
to His vicegerent.” If someone says no, then do not repeat the 
demand accept his pleal. If someone speaks to you in the 
affirmative, then go with him without frightening him, 
threatening him, making him nervous or behaving with tyranny. 
Take what he gives you such as gold or silver (coins). If he has 
cattle or camels do not enter upon them save with his permission, 
because the major part is his. Therefore, when you get there do 
not enter upon them as one who has full control over them or in 
a violent manner. 


Do not scare away and frighten any animal; do not tease and 
bother their owner. Divide the property into two parts and let the 
owner choose one. When he has chosen do not object to it. Then 
divide the remaining into two parts and let him choose one and 
when he has chosen do not raise any objection. Continue like this 
till only that much remains which is enough to satisly God’s dues, 
then take God's due from it, If he still disputes your action allow 
his views, then mix the two (separated) parts and repeat what you 
had done before until you take God’s due from his wealth. 


1. Nahj abBalaghab, Letter 26, Bibar alAnwar, vol. 53, p. 528 h. 719, Also cl, 
Da‘a i al-tslam, vol. 1, p.282 
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Do not take an old, decrepit, broken, limbed, sick or 
unsound animal, Do not entrust them (for custody) except to 
one whom you are confident of his faith and takes care of 
Muslims’ wealth until he hands it over to their chief to 
distribute it. Do not entrust the animal to anyone except a well 
wisher, God-fearing, trustworthy and watchful, and a person 
who is not harsh on Muslims’ wealth nor makes them 
exhausted too much, nor tires them, nor labors them. Then 
send to us all that you have collected and we shall deal with it 
as God has ordered. 


When your trustee takes over (the animal) tell him that he 
should not separate the she-camel from its young and not to 
milk so much that nothing is left for its young and also that he 
should not exhaust it in riding, and should treat it and all rest 
fairly, He should allow camels (that are tired) to rest, and drive 
with ease those whose hoofs have been rubbed off, When 
passing a water spring he should take the camels there for 
drinking and should not take them away from vegetated land 
to barren paths. He should allow them rest now and then and 
give them time near water and grass. In this way when they 
reach us by will of God they will be fat with plenty of marrow 
and would not be fatigued or distressed. We will then 
distribute them according to the (commands of) the Book 
of God and the sunna of His Prophet (5.a.w.), Certainly this will 
bea great source of reward for you and a means to secure your 
salvation by the will of God,”! 


|. Nabj abBalaghah, Lever 25, al-Kafi, vol. 4, p. 536, b, |, Tahdbib attbkam, vol. 4p. 
96, 1,274 
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212, 


Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) — in his instructions to Malik al-Ashtar: “Investigate 
the situation of the land tax ina manner that will rectify the state oF 
those who pay it, for in the correctness of the land tax and the 
welfare of the taxpayers is the welfare of others, The welfare of athers 
will not be achieved except through them, for the people, all of them, 
are dependent upon the land tax and those who pay it, Let your care 
for the prosperity of the earth be deeper than your care for the 
collecting of land tax, for it will not be gathered except in prosperity 
Whoever exacts land tax without prosperity has desolated the land 
and destroyed the servants (of God). His affairs will remain in order 
but briefly. So if your subjects complain of burden, of blight, of the 
cutting off of irrigation water, of lack of rain, or of the 
transformation of the earth through its being inundated by a flood 
or ruined by drought, lighten (their burden) to the extent you wish 
their affairs to be rectified. And let not anything by which you have 
lightened their burden weigh heavily against you, for it is a store 
which they will return to you by bringing about prosperity in your 
land and embellishing your rule. You will gain their fairest praise and 
pride yourself at the spreading forth of justice among them, You will 
be able to depend upon the increase in their strength (resulting) from 
what you stored away with them when you gave them ease; and upon 
their (rust, since you aecustomed them to your justice toward them 
through your kindness to them. Then perhaps matters will arise 
which afterwards they will undertake gladly if in these you depend 
upon them, for prosperity will carry that with which you burden it 
Truly the destruction of the earth anly results from the destitution of 
its inhabitants, and its inbabitants become destitute only when rulers 
concern themselves with amassing (wealth), when they have 
misgivings about the endurance (of their own rule) and when they 
profit little from warning examples.”! 


Imam ‘Ali (a.s,) — in his instructions to Malik al-Ashtar (as narrated 
in Tisbaf al'Ugal): “Gather tax-payers of all the regions under your 
dominion and order them to inform you of the situations of their 
regions including ways of prosperity and the ease in the collection of 
taxes. Then check the views raised by the experts other than tax- 
payers. If they complain of heaviness of taxes, or problem caused by 
the severing of the irrigation water, or of a change in the condition 
of the land either due to flood or drought or pestilence, you should 
remit the tax co the extent that you hope God will improve their 
position. If they seck help in rectifying what they can do with their 
own fortune, you should assist them for your assistance will bring 
about prosperity. 


1, Nah al Balaghab, Lever 53. Also cf, Da‘a'ém ablslam, vol. 1, p. 30. 
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‘The remission granted for the removal of distress from them 
should not be grudged by you, because it is an investment 
which they will return to you in the form of prosperity of your 
country, the progress of your dominion, the earning of their 
praise, well intention and happiness in addition to those which 
Allah makes easy for you to attract, The land tax cannot be 
collected through fatigue and exhaustion, yet, it is what you 
can depend upon. Besides, if something happens, you can 
depend upon them, that is because of the strength you 
preserved abundantly for yourself in them through catering for 
them and also because of their trust in you that you have 
gained through always treating them justly and also because 
you have shown to them that you have understood their 
excuses concerning the matters you relied on them and they 
happily accepted them, Indeed prosperity of towns guarantees 
what you expect and impose and the poverty and ruin of the 
land is because of the poverty of its people and people become 
poor when rulers turn towards extravagancy. As a result there 
remains very little hope for them (rulers) to. remain in their 
post because of benefiting little from past lessons.” 


5/9 


Refraining from Delaying the Distribution of Public Assets 


214. 


215. 


1, Tif ul’ Ugu, p. 137 
2 Ansdb at Ashraf, val. 2, p. 371 


Ansab al-Ashraf — narrating from Abt Salih al-Sammin: “I saw 
“Ali (a.s,) enter the public treasury and he noticed some money 
there and he said: “These are here while there are people in 
need?” He then ordered the money to be distributed among 
people, He had the place swept and sprinkled with water and he 
said his prayers there, 


alGharat — narcating from Bakr ibn ‘Isi_ mentioning the 
conduct (sira) of Imam “Ali (a.s.): “Verily he distributed (among 
the people) whatever there was in the public treasury. There 
came no Friday when anything would remain in the treasury. 
Every Thursday evening, he ordered the treasury to be cleaned 
and sprinkled with water and he would then perform two units 
(rak’as) of prayers,” 


Tavtkhs Dimashy, vol. 2, p. 416 


3. al-Gharat, vol. |, p. 69. Also cf, Hiliyar at-Awliva, vol, p. 20 


348 Imam Ali and Political Leadership 


SB) gl ge LH Cobo 9 Sm yl ye Gis aU 218 


UD ell | yael Jud Slgrel ops dk tet 3 


"asuin Gg JG dss: 


oie St 


ole b Ue oo Me] desi ne 


ale Gal gaye 219 


Jet gall Goad dad bb Use ye 


Sa 


ot ESS Syed oy Jue ale 


Gu dl ste! 


ie J 


3 ado plat op Ue ye gga JULY! 220 


SU) is Lyell sud Ll be Jy ot 


Chapter Five: Economical Policies 349 


216. al-Gharat — narrating from Mujamma' al-Taymi: “In truth, ‘Ali 
(as.) would sprinkle the treasury with water and perform 
supererogatory prayers there, saying; “Bear witness on the Day 
of Resurrection that I did not lock the wealth of the Muslims 
in you.”! 


217. Fada'il al Sahdba — narrating from Mujamma' al-Taymi: “Ali 
(as) would order the treasury to be swept and sprinkled with 
water, After that he would perform his prayers there in the hope 
that it would bear witness for him on the Day of Resurrection 
that he did not lock up wealth from people.”* 


218. Tarikh Dimashy — narrating from Aba Hakim Sabib al-Hifa’ on 
the authority of his father: “Ali (as.) would distribute the 
collected wealth [among people] three times a year. Once, some 
wealth was brought to him from Istahan and he said: ‘Proceed 
for the fourth distribution, Certainly | am not the one who 
amasses [wealth].” 


(The narrator says] “He distributed the ropes and some 
people took [their share] and some refused to take.”? 


219. Murij al-Dhabab — regarding the events of the year 38 AH / 658 
CE: “Ali's (as.) companions received from him | their 
provisions three times a year, depending on whatever wealth he 
would receive. He then received some wealth from Isfahan and 
he said: “The fourth distribution shall be next morning. By 
God, I am not the one who amasses [wealth].” 


He was an exemplar for the people in the distribution of the 
public wealth and he would take a share for himself like any of 
the other people.” 

220. AlAmali — narrating from Hilal ibn Muslim akJabdati: “I heard my 
grandfather, Jarrah (or Jawwah) say: "I was in the presence of 
“Ali ibn Abi Talib (a) in an evening when some money was 
brought to him." 


He said. “Distribute this!” 


1, abGharat, vol, \, p. 49, Tarik d-Khulafa, p. 213. Also ef, Mamayib aldmin Amir 
alMu'ninin, wol. 2, p.32,h. 517 

Fada al Sababa, vol. 1, p. 533, b. 886, Tarikh ablitam, vol, 3, p. 643, 

Tarik Dimatha, vol. 42, p. 47%, abAmaodd, p. 284, h. 673, Kane ak Ummal, vol. , p 

si, 11703, 

4, Muraj at Dhabab, vol. 2, p. 324 
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The people said: “O Commander of the Faithful! It is night 
now, put it off until tomorrow.” 


He said: “Do you guarantee that I will live until tomorrow?” 

They replied: “It is not in our hands.” 

He said: “Then do not delay it and distribute it” A candle 
was brought in and the money was distributed on that same 
night."! 

221, al-Gharat — narrating from Dahhak ibn Muzahim from Imam 
‘Ali (as,): “My friend, the Messenger of God (s.a..) would not 
keep anything for the next day, but Abu Bakr did. ‘Umar ibn 
Khattab, however, decided to establish bureaus and the 
distribution of the wealth to be on yearly basis; but I will do as 
did my friend, the Messenger of God (s.a.w) 


[Whe narrator said:] ‘Ali (as,) used to distribute the wealth 
every Friday and would say: 

“This is my harvest and the best of it is in it; 

Yet, every harvester puts it with his own hand in his own 


Eat 


mouth, 


222, Sharh Nabj at-Balaghah — narrating from ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn 
‘Ajlan: “Ali (as.) used to distribute seeds of flax, pepper-grass, 
caraway, and other things among the people."* 


alAmalt by alTusi, p. 404, b. 904, Tanbih al-Khawatir, vol. 2, p. 173, Managib “Ali 
tb Abs Talib, vol. 2 p.95. 


2. Ibn Athir said, “This is @ parable fist uttered by “Amz, Jadhima's nephew, He 
and his friends were picking mushrooms and whenever his friends found a 
good mushroom, they would put it in their mouth, but hte would place it in his 
sleeve to take it to his [maternal] uncle. “Ali (as.) has implied by this parable 
that he does not ruin the Muslims’ wealth; rather, he puts it in ats rightful 
place.” al:Nihaya, vol. 1, p. 30, 


3 alGharat, vol. 1, p 


1, Bibar al Anwar, vol. 100, p. 60, B9. 


4. Sharh Nabj al-Baldghah, vol. 2, p. 199, akGharat, vol. |, p. 60, Bihar alAnwdr, 
voll, p. 136, 


352 Imam Ali and Political Leadership 


ales UTS olde G 


(1S, 


a x Sh lean 


tale Canis IS Ghat alg ell gi tut Clue GI 


nhs 08 685 5B aa Sg SHE GUL GI 224 


GA SPs gil girl Class t A ES oye 0555 SS 


‘a Woe ia ables Ge Lia 


del alle Ul ye Ges gobi 225 


Le Mabge e te 


C28 ye Ue Sr 
UNS) sacl altel skal Oys 126 186 


UY ge Be gy Sle ge SA Be De SU HUUNN3ES45 01 


Sc) gapenll Abate Suid vatde pUYN knee sta esti |S ates Lema 


‘ 


a Neg ae Si Oe 


ga poll fly the GE oe Je pL an Je Sheol |S ATL gees Mg Seca el J 


2145 ¢ 318 yo lad ol een 76 po Dg EE 


Chapter Five; Economical Policies 353 


223. Sharh Nabj al-Balaghab — natvating from Sha‘bi; “I was a young 
man when I entered a square in Kiifa together with other young 
men. | saw ‘Ali (a.s,) who was standing over a pile of gold and 
silver and holding a whip in his hand with which he was 
keeping people off and at the same time distributing the 
property among people until there was nothing left of it. Then, 
he returned home without taking anything with him, neither 
little nor much. 


I went back to my father and said to him: “Today, [ saw the 
best of the people or the most foolish one!” He asked: © son, 
who he was.” 


I said: “Ali ibn Abi Talib (a.s. ), the Commander of the 
Faithful. 1 saw him: acting in such and such a way”, and | told 
him the story. 


My father wept and said: “My son! You have seen the best of 
the people.”! 

224. Imam al-Bagir; “Some money was brought to ‘Ali (as), and he 
seated the weighers and the exchangers next to him, He then 
made a pile of gold and a pile of silver and said: ‘O reds and O 
whites! Be whatever you want to be, red or white but deceive 
someone else!” 


“This is my harvest and the best of it isin it 


Yet, every harvester puts it swith bis own hand in bis own 
mouth,” 


225. Tarikh Dimashy — narrating from Aba Salih al-Samman: “I saw 
‘Ali (a.) enter the treasury and see something there, and he 
said: “I should not see it here, while people are in need of it.” 
Then he ordered it to be distributed, had the treasury swept and 
sprinkled with water, and he then performed prayers there or 
took an afternoon nap; or he slept there." 


|, Sharp Nahj al-Balaghab, vol. 2, p. 198, Biber alAnwar, vol, p. 138, 

2 abAmzel, p, 285, h. 675, Hilizaty'l Awliva, vol. 1, p. 81, Sharb Nabj al-Bataghab, 
vol. 19, p. 126, 

3. Tirtkh Dimashg, vol, 42, p. 476, Musnad Ibn Ja'd, p. S18,h. 2148 
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226. 


227. 


228, 


AL-Da‘awat: “Whenever the Commander of the Faithful gave 
out what was in the treasury, he would order it to be swept and 
would perform prayers there and would say in his invocation’ 
“O God! I seek Your protection from the sin that brings my 
deeds to naught; and I seek Your protection from the sin that 
expedites retribution; and I seek Your protection from the sin 
that alters blessings; and I seek Your protection from the sin 
that holds back provision; and I seek Your protection from the 
sin that averts repentance; and | seek Your protection from the 
sin that tears apart immunity; and I seek Your protection [rom 
the sin that brings about penitence; and I seek Your protection 
from the sin that withholds portion (in bounties).”! 


5/10 
Equality in Distributing Public Assets 

ablkhtisas ~ describing the characteristics and virtues of Imam 
“Ali (a.s.: “He made equal distributions and practiced justice 
among citizens, He appointed ‘Ammar ibn Yasir and Abu 
Haytham ibn Tayyhan as directors of the treasury of Madina 
and wrote to them: “The Arabs, Qurayshites, Ansars, non-Arabs 
and whoever is a Muslim, whether from among the Arab or 
non Arab tribes are all equal.” 

Sahl Ibn Hanif brought a freed black slave to him and asked 
“How much would you give him?” 

The Commander of the Faithful asked him: “How much 
have you received?” 


He replied: “I'hree dinars. The others have received the same 
amount.” 

The Imam said: “Give the freed one the same amount as 
others: three dinars.”* 


ALAmali — narrating from Ibrahim ibn Salih al-Anmati: “In the 
morning after the allegiance, he entered the treasury and 
distributed the wealth that gathered there among all the people 
present, giving three dinars to each one of them. 


1, alDa wat, p. 60, h. 150, Bibar al-Am 


dr, VOL. YH, p. 93, 9 


2 abkhtisas, p. 152, Bihar alAnawar, vol. a, p. 107, A. 110 
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357, 


Sahl ibn Hunayf stood up and said: “O Commander of the 
Faithful! I freed this slave.” 

Then the Imam gave him [the freed slave] three dinars; the 
same amount that he had given to Hanif.”’ 


229, al-Kaff — narrating from Abu Mikhnaf: “A group of the Shi'ites 


came to ‘Ali (a.s,) and said: ‘O Commander of the Faithful! Why 
don’t you distribute these assets among the dignitaries and chiefs 
and give them priority to us so that things can settle down. Then, 
later you can return 10 the best of your character that God has 
bestowed on you, which is making equal distributions and 
practicing justice among citizens.” 


The Commander of the Faithful said: “Woe onto you! You are 
commanding me to seck support by doing injustice and inequity 
to the Muslims over whom I have been chosen as a guardian. By 
God, | will not do that as long as the world remains and as long as 
sce stars in the skies. By God, even if it were my wealth, I would 
distribute jt equally among them how could it be when the wealth 
is theirs?” 


230, Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) — in his sermon given when he was reprimanded 


for equal distribution of assets: “Regarding this booty, no one 
should enjoy precedence in the shares of the booty. God the Great 
and Almighty has completed its distribution. It is God's 
possession and you Muslim are the servants of God. This is the 
Book of God; we recognize it, declare it and submit to it, Our 
prophet's Suanah (ways of conduct and teachings) is with us, 
Hence submit to the matter. May God’s Mercy be upon you! 
Whoever does not yield to this matter may leave us in any way he 
chooses,” 


231, Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) — from his lever to Masgala ibn Hubayra al: 


3 


al Amalt by ale 


Shaybani, his administrator in Ardashir Khurrah:* “Know that 
the right of thase Muslims who are around you and those who are 
around me in this wealth is equal. For that reason they come to 
me to take itand return,” 


ip. 686, h. 1457, Manaigib ‘Alt dbw Abt Talib, vol. 2, p11 
ab-Kafi, vol. 4, p. 21, hs 3, Tubaf alga, p. 185, Nache atDurr, vol. 1, p. 318: Also 
cl, abAmaly p. 178, b. 6 

Tubaf al-'Uaal, p. 184, abMi'yar at Mareazin, p. 112, She 
Pa. 

A region in Fars (a province in southern Persia) which Ardashir Babakan 
developed and this arca includes Shiraz and Kazirun 

Nahj alBalaghah, Letier 43, Bihar al Anwar, vol. 33, p. 316, h. 712 


al Balaghab, vol. 3, 
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232, Imim ‘Ali (as.) — from his letter to Hudhayfa ibn Yamin, his 
governor of Mada’in: “I command you to collect land taxes 
rightfully and equally; do not violate what T sent you for and do not 
be negligent of it, nor make any innovation in it, Then distribute it 
equally and fairly among those who are entitled to it.”! 

233. alGharat — narrating {rom Abu Ishaq al-Hamadant: “Two women 
came to “Ali (a.s.) at the time of the distribution [of the wealth], one 
was Arab and the other non-Arab and he gave each one of them 
twenty five dirhams and a measurement of corn, 

The Arab woman said, “O Commander of the Faithful! [ am an 
Arab and she is a non-Arab.” 

‘Ali (as) said: "By God! I do not see any preference for the 
children of Isma‘il (Ishmacl) over the children of fsbag (Isaac) in this 
booty.” 


234, Ansab al-Asbraf — narrating from Harith: “I was with ‘Ali (a.s.) when 
two women came to him and said: ‘O Commander of the Faithful! 
We are poor and needy,” 


Ali (as.) said: “If you are truthful, your rights would be 
incumbent upon us and all the well-to-do Muslims.” 

Then he ordered a man to go along with them to the market and 
to buy for each one of them a measurement of corn, three pieces of 
clothes ~dresses, scarves, and veils and to give one hundred dirhams 
from his own grants to each one of them, 

When they returned, one of them unveiled her face and said: “O 
Commander of the Faithful! Favor me by what God has favored and 
honored you.” 

He asked: “low has Allah favored and honored me?” 

She Said: "By the Messenger of Allah (3.a.w.).” 

“Ali (as) said: “You are right, who are you?” 

She said: “I am an Arab woman and this woman is-a freed slave.” 

[Harith said:] “He took something from the ground and then 
said: "I have read what was between the two tablets (the Quran) and | 
did not find any virtue for the children of Isma‘il over the children 
of Ishaq, even by an insect’s wing.”* 


1. Sriitd al-Qulub, p. 321, al-Daraja abRafi', p. 289, Bibar atAncedr, vol. 28, p- 88, }.3 
2. al-Ghardt, vol. 1, p. 70, abTkbtias, p. 1St, al Sunan @l-Karbrd, vol. 6, 367, hy 12990, 
3. Ansab alvtsbraf vol. 2, p. 376, 
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235, Ansab al-Ashraf — narrating from Mus'ab: “‘Ali (a.s.) distributed 
everything among us; he even distributed perfume among our 
wives."! 

236. Ansab al-Ashraf— narrating from Harith: “I heard ‘Ali (a.s.) say 
in his sermon: ‘We ordered to give red garments and needles to 
the Mubajirin women.’ [Harith says: “He had taken the needles 
as poll tax (jigya) from a group of Jews.”” 


237. Fada'il alSababa ~ narrating from Fadala ibn ‘Abd al-Malik, 
on the authority of Karima, daughter of Humam al-Tabiya 
“Ali (as.) distributed red garments among us in Kafa,” Fadala 
said: “We construed it as justice from him (a.s.).”" 


238. AlManagib — narrating from Hakim ibn Aws: ““Ali (a.s.) would 
send [leather] containers of honey to us to be distributed 
among us, He would then order the containers to be licked 
(cleaned). Several times fruits were brought to him and he 
ordered them to be sold and the money deposited in the 

treasury.”* 


: 239. Tarikh Dimashg — narrating from Kulayb; “Some wealth was 
brought to ‘Ali (a.s.) from Isfahan, He divided ic into seven 
portions and found some bread in it and he also divided that 


' bread into seven parts and allocated each part to one of the 
portions, He then called the chiefs of the tribes and drew lots 
among them to decide who to receive his portion first.”* 


1. Ama abAshraf vol, 2, p. 314 
2. Ibid 


3. Fajla'il ad Sahiba, vol, |, p. 547, bh. 920, Dhakha‘ir al-'Ugha, p. 191, abRigad al 
Nagra, vol. 3, p.221 


4, Manaiyib ‘Ali ibm Abt Tatib, vol. 2, p. 141, Bidar abAmwar, vol Al, pe 17, be 24, 
5. Tarikh Dimashg, vol, 42, p. 476, Fada al Sababa, vol. p. 585, 913 
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240. 


241. 


242, 


Le ahGharat, vol. 1, p. 32, 


alGharat — narrating from Kulayb alJarmi: “I was with ‘Ali 
(as) when some wealth was brought to him from the 
mountains. He stood up and we rose along with him too, and 
went toward the donkey-keepers and camel-drivers, People 
crowded around him. Then he took some pieces of rope, tied 
them together and made a fence around the wealth and said: “T 
shall not let anyone pass through this cope,” 


‘We sat behind the rope and ‘Ali (a.s,) walked over the rope and 
said: “Where are the chiefs of the seven tribes?” 


They went to him and began to move the saddlebags here 
and there until they divided them into seven portions.” 


Kulayb said: “He [“Ali (a.s.)| found some bread among the 
goods and he divided it into seven parts, then placed a piece of 
bread on each portion and said: 


“This is my harvest anid the best of it is tn it 
Yet, every harvester puts it with his ove hand in his own moxth,” 


Kulayb said, “Then he drew lots on the portions and the 
chiefs of each tribe called their tribesmen to carry away the 
saddlebags.”! 


Murij al-Dhabab: “He took back the properties that ‘Uthman 
had granted to a group of Muslims and distributed what was in 
the treasury, without favoring anyone over anyone else,” 


Muraj al-Dhabab — from the report on the battle of Jamal: “Ali 
(a.s.) took hold of what was [left] in the battlefield of the enemy 
such as arms, animals, wealth, ctc., and he sold them and 
distributed the money among his companions (those present in 
his army), taking for himself as much as his other companions, 
household and children which was five hundred dithams, 


hen a man from among his companions came to him and 
said: “O Commander of the Faithful! I did not get anything 
because I was not present for such and such reason.” And he 
gave his excuse for not being present and ‘Ali (as.) gave his 
own five hundred dirhams to him.” 


bar alAnwar, vol. 100, p. 80, 1 


2. Muruj al-Dhahab, vol. 2, p. 262 
3. Marriy at-Dhabab, vol. 2, p. 380. Also cf, Sharh Nabj alBalaghah, vol. 1, p.250, 
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Chapter Five: 


243. al-famal: [After the Battle of Jamal] ‘Ali (a.s,) dismounted and 
summoned a group of his companions, They accompanied him 
to the treasury and entered it. He then sent for the Qur'an 
reciters and called them in; he also summoned the treasurers 
and commanded them to open the doors behind which the 
assets were kept. When he saw the abundance of wealth, he said: 

“This is my harvest, and the best of it.” 

Then he distributed the wealth among his companions, who 
consisted of twelve thousand people, giving six thousand 
dirhams to each one of them, He took for himself the same 
amount as others. At this time, a man came in and said “O 
Commander of the Faithful! My name has been left out of your 
registers and I have faced a lot of problems.” ‘Ali (a.s.) gave his 
own share to that man.’ 


244, al-Gharat ~ narcating from al-Mughayra al-Dabbi: “The nobles 
of Kuta were dishonest to ‘Ali (a.s.) and were inclined towards 
Mu'awiya, as ‘Ali (as.) did not grant anybody beyond their 
rights from the spoils. However, Mu‘awiya [bn Abi Sufyan had 
allotted two thousand dirhams to each one of the chiefs,”” 


245. Imam “Ali (a.s.) — regarding a group of people in Madina who 
joined Mu‘awiya: “They have known justice, seen it, heard it 
and appreciated it, They have realized that according to us all 
people are equal in rights, but they ran away to selfishness and 
partiality. Let them be far away (from God's Mercy). 


See 6/1 (Social Policies: Establishing Justice) 


|alfamal, p. 40 

2. al-Gharat, vol. 1, p44 

3, Nah alBalaghab, Letier 10, Khasa‘is abA imma, p. 113, Bihar abAnwar, vol. 33, p. 
521, hi 


An Explanation on the Method of Distribution of Public 


Revenue in Early Islam 


The term “Public Treasury” in the padith texts is a general term for 
the public income of the Muslims that is left to the Islamic state to 
be spent. A comprehensive study of fadith (narrations) reveals that 
there are two categories of expenditure for the public treasury: the 
specific and the general 


L. Specific Expenditure 

This category includes a series of public expenditure that has 
specific titles, such as: providing for the poor, the needy, the disabled 
and the families of martyrs; providing salaries for judges and troops, 
education and health care; the prisoners expenditures, [discharging 
the] debts of the [desperate] debtors; [discharging] blood money 
(diya) for the murdered who had no personal perpetrators; the 
developing and building of cities, ete. 


2, General Expenditure 


In early Islam, alter providing for the specific expenditure, the 
surplus of public treasury was distributed among the Muslims. In 
hadith texts, this type of expenditure is referred to as the people's 
general right in the public treasury 


The ideal distribution of the public treasury from an Islamic 
viewpoint relies on two fundamental features: 1) Observing justice 
and fairness in distribution, 2) Not locking up any public assets, 


1, Observing justice in distribution: Economic justice in the 
distribution of public facilities in Islam, incorporates wo main 
criteria: giving priority to social welfare and fulfilling the needs of 
the underprivileged and vulnerable strata and increasing. their 
welfare; observing justice regarding equal entitlements. 


The clearest instance of these two criteria is seen in Imam ‘Ali's 
(a.s. distribution policies. In his letters to his governors, he would 
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always assert the allocation of part of treasury resources to the 
underprivileged and the low-income class. His strong emphasis on 
canceling undue and ambiguous privileges and granting equal rights 
to relatives and non-relatives, Arabs and non-Arabs, men and women, 
the famous and the unknown has displayed a brilliant image of 
human justice to those searching for justice in the world. 


Not locking up public assets: Hastening in spending (infag) and 
the avoidance of locking up public assets are among the basic 
characteristics of economic policies in Islam, Despite its emphasis on 
the necessity of moderation and even planning and precautions in 
spending, [slam has strongly condemned the locking up of the public 
property and stressed on speed in disbursement. 


Considering the two above features, the ideal practice of spending 
from the public treasury can be stated as follows: Whenever part of 
the (state's) incomes is dedicated through certain planning to a 
particular purpose in a way that both the income and the expense are 
immediate, delay in spending in such cases is regarded as ‘storing™ 
and ‘parsimony’, and that is what the fadiths concerning the 
‘avoidance of accumulating public property’ refer to. 


The holy Prophet's (s.4.w.) concern for observing this principle 
was so great that when even a small amount of the property that was 
supposed to be handed over to those who were entitled to it, 
remained in his hand, he would become very sorrowful. In the time 
of ‘Umar, when there had been an unprecedented increase in public 
incomes, the government proceeded to establish public treasury and 
to set up state council. The public incomes were collected and stored 
all year round then finally distributed among Muslims at the end of 
the year. 

Rejecting this policy, Imam ‘Ali (a\s.) took up the Prophet's 
(saw.) procedure in this respect after he took reign over the 
government. His avoidance of delaying the distribution of the public 
treasury, even for a single night, and his emphasis on distributing 
what existed in the public treasury and cyen the dividing of a rope 
into seven portions indicates his great concern for refraining from 
piling up public property. 
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s/t 
Fulfillment of Basic Needs for All 


246, Imam ‘Ali (2.s.): “God the Glorified has fixed the livelihood of 
the destitute in the wealth of the rich. Consequently, whenever 
4 poor person remains hungry it is because a rich person has 
denied (him his share) and God Almighty will question them 
about it.” 


247. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.): “God has fixed in the wealth of the rich what is 
enough to suffice the poor. If the poor remain hungry and 
clotheless, attempts must be made to restrain the rich, It is a 
right upon God to judge the rich on the Day of Resurrection 
and punish them for this [negligence].”” 

248, Imim ‘Ali (as.): “There is no one in Kufa who does not have a 
good welfare. The lowest among them in rank has wheat bread, 
sits in the shade and drinks from the Euphrates.”* 


249. Tabdhib al-Abkam — narrating from Muhammad ibn Abi 
Hamza on the authority of a man who was met by ‘Ali (as): 
“An old blind person who was begging passed by and the 
Commander of the Faithful asked: “Who is that man?” ‘They 
said: “O Commander of the Faithful! He is a Christian.” 
[The narrator says] “The Commander of the Faithful said 
“You exploited him until he grew old and disabled, and then 
you deprive him? Spend on him from the Public Treasury.” 


|. Nahj al-Balaghab, Aphorism 328, Rawdat at-Waizin, p. 497, Unan at Hikam 20a al 
Marea iz, p. 152, by 3343 

2, alSunan abKubrd, vol. 7, p.97, Wh, 13206, Kane ak'Ummal, vol. 6, p. $28 h. ro, 

3. Fada? al Sababa, vol. 1, p. 331, h. 883, alMiannif ff alAbadith wa abAthar, vol. 8, 
157, hh 15. 


4. Tahdbib alAbkam, vol, 6 p. 293, 811 
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250. 


251. 


|. Nabj abBalighal, Lecter 6 


5/12 
Supporting Lowest Class 


Imam ‘Ali (a.s,) — from his letter to Qutham ibn ‘Abbas: "See 
into what has been collected with you of the funds of God (in 
the public treasury) and spend it on those around you from 
among the people with families, distressed, the starving and the 
empty-handed, Send the remaining to us for distribution 
among those who are next to us (throughout the state).”! 


Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) — in his instructions to Malik al-Ashtar: “Then 
(fear) God, (fear) God regarding the lowest class, the wretched, 
the needy, those suffering and the disabled who have no means 
at their disposal, for in this class there is he who begs and he 
who is needy (but does not beg). Be heedful for God’s sake of 
those rights of theirs, which He has entrusted to you. Set aside 
for them a share of your treasury and a share from the crops of 
the lands taken over as booty for Islam in every area, for to the 
farthest away of them belongs the equivalent of what belongs to 
the nearest, You are bound to abserve the right of each of them; 
therefore be not distracted from them by arrogance, for you 
will not be excused, if attending to the important affairs, you 
neglect the small matter and trifling. So avert not your 
solicitude from them and turn not your face away from them 
in contempt.” 


“Attend to the affairs of those (of the lowest class) who are 
unable to gain access to you, those upon whom eyes disdain to 
gaze and whom men regard with scorn, Appoint to attend 
exclusively to them a person whom you trust from among the 
God-fearing and humble and let him submit to you their 
affairs (demands), Then act towards them in a manner that will 
absolve you before Allah on the day that you meet Him, For 
among the subjects these are more in need of equity than 
others; in the case of each of them prepare your excuse with 
Allah by accomplishing for him his rightful due.” 


Bibar atAnwitr, vol, 33, p. 497, 2. 100 
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“Take upon yourself the upkeep of the orphans and aged 
from among those who have no means at their disposal and do 
not exert themselves in begging, (All of) This is a heavy burden 
upon rulers. The truth, all of it, is a heavy burden.”! 


252, Imam ‘Ali (as.) - in his instructions to Malik al-Ashtar (as 
related in Txpaf al‘Liyail): “Vake upon yourself the upkeep of the 
orphans and aged from among those who have no means at 
their disposal and do not exert themselves in begging. Arrange 
pensions for them, They are the servants of God. Seek God's 
fayor through relieving them [from their plights] and keeping 
them in their proper positions in provisions and rights, since 
deeds are regarded sincere when they are well intended. The 
people, or some of them, will not be tranquil even if you settle 
their needs and fulfill their rights in your absence, without 
attending to their problems physically present, This is a heavy 
burden upon the rulers. The truth, all of it, is a heavy burden 
God lightens it for those who seek the next world and endure 
{hardships] upon themselves and trust in the truthfulness of 
God’s promise to those who endure [hardships| and are sincere. 
So be one of them and seek God's help.”” 


253. Imam ‘Ali (as.) — in his instructions to Malik al-Ashtar on 
various classes of people; “Know that subjects are of various 
classes, Then there is the lowest class from among the needy 
and deprived who have the right to aid and assistance. With 
God there is ampleness for each [of these classes] and cach has a 
claim upon the ruler to the extent that he will set them 
aright,” 


254, Imim ‘Ali (a.s.) ~ from his letter to one of his administrators 
sent for collecting taxes: “Indeed you have a fixed share and a 
known right in these taxes and there are other sharers who are 
poor, weak and starving, We shall fully discharge your rights, 
so you should also discharge their rights fully. If you do not do 
so, you will have the largest number of enemies on the Day of 


1. Nabj atBalaghah, Lever $3, Also cE, Da‘a im al-ilam, vol. 1, b. 366. 

2. Tubaf al-Uail, p. at 

3. Naby abBalaghab, Letter 53, Tubafal-'Uai, p. 132, Also cf, Da‘a im alidam, vol, 
past 
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Judgment. How wretched is he whose enemies in the view of 
God are the needy, the poor, the beggars, the turned away, the 
indebted and the helpless traveler [who is without any 


oI 
means} 


255. Da‘a’im ablslam: “Hie |'Ali] (as.) gave lengthy instructions to 


Mikhnaf ibn Sulaym al-Azdi -whom he had sent to collect 
taxes — in which he enjoined him to be wary of God who is his 
Lord in hidden affairs and secret actions and to meet people 
cheerfully and gently. He enjoined him to commit himself to 
humbleness and to avoid arrogance, as God elevates the humble 
and debases the arrogant.” 


“Then he told Mikhnaf, ‘O Mikhnaf ibn Sulaym! Indeed 
you have a fixed share and a known right in these taxes and you 
have other sharers in them who are the poor, the destitute, the 
indebted, warriors, travelers (with no money), the slaves and 
those whose hearts are to be reconciled. We shall fully discharge 
your rights so you should also discharge their rights fully. IL 
you do not do'so, you will have the largest numnber of enemies 
on the Day of Judgment. How wretched is a man whose 
enemies are such people! 


5/13 


Special Concern for the Orphans 


256. alKaff — narrating from Habib ibn Abs Thabit: “Honey and 


figs were brought for the Commander of the Faithful from 
Hamadan and Hulwan,’ and he ordered the authorities of the 
tribes to bring along the orphans, He seated them next to the 
[leathec] containers of honey to eat from them while he 
distributed it among the people, container by container.” 


alBalaghah, Letter 26 


2, Da‘a‘im abislim, vol, 1, p. 252, Bibar alAnaar, vol. 96, p85, bh. 7. 


3. An ancient city in Persia that the Arabs conquered in 660 CE and the Seljuqis ser 


it on fire in 1046 CE, and it was destroyed by earthquake in 1149 CE. 
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They asked him: “O Commander of the Faithfull Why do 
they lick the honey?" 


He said: “The Imam is a father to the orphans, and as their 
father I made them eat honey.”" 


287. Rabi‘ a-Abrar — narrating from Aba Tufayl: “I saw “Ali (a.s.) 
calling orphans and giving them honey to cat, to the extent 
that one of the companions said: “I wish I were an orphan 
top 


288. Ansab al-Ashraf— narrating from al-Hakam: “I saw ‘Ali (a.s.) to 
whom several containers of honey were brought and he called 
the orphans and said: "Come here and eat!” to the extent that I 
wished I had been an orphan, Then he distributed the honey 
among people and one container was left and he ordered it to 
be given to the people of the masque.”* 

259, AlManagib: “'Ali (a.s.) saw 4 woman carrying a container of 
water on her shoulder. He took the container from her and 
cartied it to her house and he asked about her situation. The 
woman said: “Ali ibn Abi Talib sent my husband to a frontier 
region and he was killed and he left behind orphaned children 
to me, 1 have no wealth and I have to serve people as a 
housemaid.” 

“Ali (a.s.) returned and was distressed throughout the whole 
night. When the morning dawned, he took a basket of food on 
his back. Some people said: “Let us carry it for you.” 

He said: “Who will carry my sins for me on the day of 
Resurrection?” 

Then he went to her house and knocked at the door. 

‘The woman asked; “Who are you?” 

“Ali (a.s.) replied: “The one who carried your water container 
for you yesterday, Open the door; | have brought some food 
for your children.” 

The woman said: “May God be pleased with you and judge 
between me and “Ali ibn Abi Talib.” 

He then entered the house and said: “I would like to carn 
some rewards; so choose between either you making dough and 


lal: Kafi, vol, 1, p. 400, 8.5, Bibar abvlmed, vol, a, p- 125, b. 50 

2 Rabi’ abAbnar, Vol. 2, p. 48, abMi'yar wa alMuwdgin, p. 251, Managib ‘Ali Amir 
‘abMe'minin, Vol. 2, p. 7. 

3, Ansab abAshraf, vol. 2 pe 373, 
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baking bread or amusing the children and I will make bread?” 

‘The woman said: “I am more acquainted with the baking 
and more capable of it, You stay with the children and keep 
them amused until I finish with the baking of bread.” Then the 
woman took the flour and kneaded it and ‘Ali (a.s.) picked up 
the meat, cooked it and made morsels of dates, meat and other 
foodstuff and put them in the children’s mouth, Every time the 
children swallowed a mouthful, he would tell them: “My child! 
Forgive ‘Ali ibn Abi Talib for what has befallen you!” 

While the woman kneaded the flour, she said: “O Servant of 
God! Make some fire in the oven!” ‘Ali (a.s.) hastened to make 
the fire and when it flared up and the heat touched his face, he 
said: “O ‘Ali! Taste it! This is the punishment of he who 
neglects the widows and the orphans.” 

Another woman who knew ‘Ali (a.s.) saw him and she said 
to the widow: “Woe onto you! This is the Commander of the 
Faithful!” 

‘The narrator said: “The woman hastily said: “I am ashamed 
before you, O Commander of the Faithful!” 

“Ali (a-s.) said: “I feel ashamed before you, © servant of God, 
since I fell short of your aftairs.”" 


260. Kashf al-Yayin: “It is reported that one night “Ali (a.s.) passed 
by a woman whose little children were crying out of hunger. 
The woman was amusing and playing wich them to make them 
go to sleep, while she had set up a fire under a pot that 
contained just water so that the children would think that there 
is some food in the pot being cooked for them. 


‘The Commander of the Faithful (a.s.) found out about the 
woman's condition, He went to his house along with Qanbar 
and he took a basket of dates; a sack of flour; some fat, rice and 
bread and put them on his back. Qanbar asked if he could 
carry it himself, but he (a.s.) refused. 


|. Managib ‘Ali ibn Abr Talib, vol. 2, p. 115, Bihar alsAnwar, vol. 41, p, 32. Also cf. 
Encyclopedia of Amir abaMtn’mintt: vol. 5, p. s16:"The Leader of the Oppressed’ 
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When he reached the woman’s house, he asked permission 
to enter and the woman allowed him in, He put some rice in a 
pot together with some fat and when he finished preparing the 
food, he called the children and asked them to eat. When they 
became full, he began to hop around the room (mimicking the 
actions of a lamb) and bleating and making the children laugh 


When they left the house, Qanbar said; “O my master! I saw 
something astonishing tonight and I understood the reason for 
it that is your carrying of the food which was for the sake of 
carning reward, but I did not know the reason for your 
hopping around the room and bleating!” 

The Imam (a.s.) said: “O Qanbar! [ went to see these 
children while they were crying from starvation and I wanted 
to leave them while they are full and laughing, I found no way 
to make them laugh other than the way I did”! 


5/14 
Prevention of Extravagance in Public Property 


261. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.): “The rulers’ generosity in using public property 
of the Muslims is injustice and treachery.”? 


262, Imam ‘Ali (as.) — addressing ‘Abdullah ibn Zam‘a, one of his 
followers who came to him during his caliphate to ask for 
some money: “This money is neither for me nor for you, but it 
is the booty gained by the Muslims and the acquisition of their 
swords. If you had taken part with them in their fighting you 
would have a share equal to theirs, otherwise the earning of 
their hands cannot be for other than their mouths.*? 


L Kashf ab¥agin, p. 136, 129 
2. Ghurar al-Hiksam, b. 725 


3, Nabj al-Balaghab, Sermon 232, Managib ‘Ali ibn Abt Talib, vol. 2, ». 110, Charar 
al-Hikam, b, 3702 
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263. Da‘a'im aldslam: “He [‘Ali] (a.s.) was sitting and distributing 
some money among the Muslims and an elderly man stopped 
next to him and said: “O Commander of the Faithful! As you 
see, | am an aged man and I am a contracted slave (mukatab),! 
so help me from this money.” He said: “By God, this wealth is 
not the caning of my hands, nor it is my father’s bequest to 
me; rather it is a trust that I should keep and return to its 
owners; however, take a seat.” 


The old man sat down and the people gathered around the 
Commander of the Faithful. He looked at them and said: ‘May 
God forgive him who helps this old man!" People started to 
help him out,”* 


s/15 
Refraining from Preferring One’s Children 
and Kin over Others 


264, al-lstiab: ** Ali (as.)...would not leave anything of the wealth in 
the treasury, unless he was unable to distribute it the same day 
and he would say: “O World! Deccive other than me!” He 
would not allocate anything of the booties for himself nor 
would he dedicate anything to his close ones or kin,”? 


268. alkbtisas - reporting on the merits of the Commander of the 
Faithful (a.s.): “One day before his martyrdom, people came to 
his audience and all of them testified that he improved the 
public assets and withheld himself from their world. He did 
not take bribes, nor used the Muslims’ treasury, even as little as 
a camel's shackle; he did not make use of his own wealth except 
for his dire need. All of them testified that the most distant 
people to him had the same position to him as the nearest 


ones.” 


1A mukatad slave is one who has contracted with his master that if he pays his 
price he willbe frce. 

2. Da'a'im at-ilam, vol. 2, p. 310, 1101, Mantgib ‘Ali ibu Abi Tatib, vol. 2; p. 10 

3, aldara, vol 3, p. 210, b. 1875, 

alters, p. 160 
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5/151 


Hasan and Husain 


266. Ansab al-Ashraf — narrating from Dawud ibn Abt ‘Awl, on the 
authority of a man from the Khath'am tribe: “I saw Hasan and 
Husain (a.s.) eating bread, vinegar and vegetable and I said to 
them: “You are eating such food, whereas there are various 
foods in Rubba' [for you to cat)?" They said: “How unaware 
you are of the Commander of the Faithful!’”* 


267. Sharh Nabj al-Balaghah narrating from Khalid iba Mu‘ammar 
al-Sadusi who was addressing ‘Alba’ ibn al-Haytham: “What do 
you expect from a man whom when I asked to add a few 
dirhams to the share of Hasan and Husain (a.s.) so that they 
could possibly make up for the shortages of their lives, he 
rejected, got infuriated and did not do so.”* 


268, Padd'il abSabaha ~ from Abu Salih: “1 went to visit Umm 
Kulthom, the daughter of “Ali (as.) who was sitting behind a 
curtain that was between her and me and she was combing her 
hair, Hasan and Husain (a.s.) came in and went to her while she 
was still sitting there combing her hair. 


They said to her: “Why don't you give anything to Abu 
Sali to eat?” 


Aba Salih said: “They brought in a bowl containing some 
soup and grains and I asked: "You serve me with such food 
while you are masters?!” 


Um Kulthum said: “O Aba Salih! What would you say if 
you see the Commander of the Faithful?”* 


|, Rubba has several meanings, It is the name of village near al-Qadisiya; it also 
means the public square as well as the courtyard to # mosque. Here it seems to 
mean the city’s public square 

2. Ansab al Ashraf, vol. 2, p. 375, al Wara’, p. 90, b. 129, Managib ‘Ali ibn Abi Talib, 
vol. 2, p. 108 

3, Sharh Nabj al-Balaghab, vol, 19, p. 250 

4. Fada il abSababa, vol. 1, p. $40, ). 901, atMusannif fi atAbiadith toa alAchar, vol, 
P1561 
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269, Tarikh Dimashg — narrating from ‘Abdullah ibn Abi Sufyan 
“One of the chiefs of the villages in the region of Sawad (in 
Iraq) brought @ cotton garment to me as a gift and he presented 
similar garments to Hasan and Husain (as,), Then when ‘Ali 
(a.s.) proceeded to give the Friday Sermon in al-Mada’in, he saw 
Hasan and Husain (as.) wearing the garments, He sent 
someone to me and Hasan and Husain (as.) to ask [us] where 
the garments were from 
“Abdullah ibn Abi Sufyan replied; “One of the chiefs of the 
villages in the region of Sawad sent these garments [as gifts] to 
me and Husain (a.s,),” 

He went on to sa 
them in the treasury,” 


; “Ali (as) took them from us and put 


5/5 —2 


Umm Kulthiim 


270. al-lkhtisds: “A gift from the sea was brought for ‘Ali (a.s.) from 
Basra whose price was not known, so his daughter Umm 
Kultham said to him: “O Commander of the Faithful! Will 
you give it to me to wear it around my neck as ornament?" 


The Imam said: “O Abu Rafi‘! Put it in the Treasury! It is 
impossible, except when all Muslim women have one like 
that.” 


21, AlMusannaf — narrated by Aba Rafi’ who was ‘Ali's (a) 
treasurer: “I gave Ali's (a.s.) daughter a pearl from the Treasury, of 
which the Commander of the Faithful had knowledge, 10 
ornament herself with, He saw it on her and he asked: “Where did 


she get this from? I am responsible in front of God to cut off her 
hand.” 

Abu Rafi said: “When I found out about this, I said: ‘O 
Commander of the Faithful! I gave it to my brother's daughter, 
otherwise where could she have gotten it from?" When he heard 
this, he kept silent." 


\. Tarik Dimasbg, vol. 22, p. 478 “Tuiumal aldmam “Ali (us) researched by 
Mabammad Bagir alMabmudi" (vol. 3, p. 182, f. 1225) 

2: aldkbusas, p. 131, Bibar alAnwar, vol 4, p. 106. 

2 alMusannaf fi abApadith wa alAthar, vol. 7, p, 62, by 6, Tavitb alTabart, vol. 5, 
piss 
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272. Tahabib al Abkam — narrating from ‘Ali ibn Abi Rafi': “I was 


the treasurer and scribe of the Commander of the Faithful and 
there was a necklace in his Treasury which had been obtained 
in the battle of Basra. 


‘The daughter of ‘Ali ibn Abi Talib (a.s,) sent a message to 
me saying: “I have heard that there is a pearl necklace in the 
‘Treasury of the Commander of the Faithful and that it is at 
your disposal. I would like you to lend it to me to wear during 
the celebration of Td aladba.” 


| replied the message asking: “O Daughter of the Commander 
of the Faithful! Is it asa guaranteed loan to be returned?” 


She replied: “It is a guaranteed loan to be returned in three 
days.” So I handed it over to her. The Commander of the 


Faithful found it with her and recognized it and he asked: 
“How did this necklace happen to be with you?” 


She said: “I borrowed it from ‘Ali ibn Abt Rafi’, the treasurer 
of the Commander of the Faithful in order to wear it as an 
ornament during ‘Jd aladba and then recurn it to him.” 


The Commander of the Faithful sent for me and I went to 
him. He told me: “O Son of Aba Rafi'! Are you betraying the 
Muslims?!” 


I said: “I seek refuge in God from betraying the Muslims.” 


Te said: “How did you lend to the daughter of the Commander 
of the Paithful a necklace from the treasury of the Muslims 
without my permission and their consent?" 


I said: “O Commander of the Faithful! She is your daughter 
and she asked me to lend it to her to wear it as an ornament so 
I lent-it to her as a loan guaranteed to be returned; and 1 
guaranteed it with my own wealth and it is upon me to return 
it safely to its place.” 
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He said: “Return it today! Take care that this should not be 
repeated or you will receive my punishment!” 

Then he said: “I swear that if my daughter had taken that 
necklace by any means other than the way of a guaranteed loan 
to be returned, she would have been the first Hashimt woman 
that I would have had her hand cut off for theft.” 

The words reached her daughter and she told her father: “O 
Commander of the Faithful! I am your daughter and part of 
your flesh. Who is more deserving to wear it than | am?” 

The Commander of the Faithful said to her: “O daughter of 
‘Ali ibn Abi Talib! Do not be tempted by your desires to ignore 
the truth. Do all the women of the Mubajirin ornament 
themselves on this ‘Id with such a necklace?” 

“Ali ibn Abt Rafi’ said: “I took the necklace from her and 
returned it to its place.”! 


5/15 -3 


“Aqil 
273, Imam al-Sadiq (as): “When Imam “Ali (as) took up 
government, he ascended the pulpit and afier praising God he 
said: “By God, I would not take a dirham from your treasury as 
long as I have a palm wee in Madina. Return to yourselves 
(conscious) and be fair! Do you suppose that I deprive myself 
and bestow onto you (with no reason)?” 


The [narrator] says: “[At this time] ‘Aqil stood up and said 
to him: “By God, will you equate between me and a black man 
in Madina?” 


The Imam said: “Sit down! Was there no other person than 
you to speak? You have no precedence over him [the black 
man] except by precedence in religion or Godwariness.” 


1. Tabdbb at Apkam, vol. 10, p. 151, 8. 606. Tanbib atKbaneatir, vol. 2, p.3. Also cl, 
Managrh ‘Ali ibn Abi Talib, vol 2, p. 10. 
2. abKafi, vol. tp. 182, h. 204, Tanbih al-Kbuwoatir, vol. 2, p. St, ab lkbtigas, p. 151 
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274, Imam ‘Ali (as.): “By God, I would rather pass a night in 
wakefulness on prickly thorns or be driven in chains as a 
prisoner than to mect God and His Messenger on the Day of 
Resurrection as an oppressor of some people and a usurper of 
some worldly wealth, How can I oppress any one for the sake of 
a life that is fast moving towards destruction and [a body 
which] is to remain under the earth for a long time? By God, | 
saw [my brother] ‘Aqil fallen in destitution and he asked me 
for asa"! out of your wheat, I also saw his children with messy 
hair and a dusty face due to starvation, as though their faces 
had been blackened by an indigo color. He came to me several 
times and repeated his request to me again and again. I heard 
him and he thought I would sell my faith to him and I would 
follow his path leaving my own way. Then I heated a piece of 
iron and took it near his body so that he might take a lesson 


from it, and he cried the way a person in protracted illness cries 
. with pain and he was about to get burnt with its branding, 
‘Then I said to him: “May moaning women moan over you, O 
‘Aqil! Do you cry on account of this iron which has been 


heated by a man for fun while you are dragging me towards the 
fire which Almighty God has prepared for [4 manifestation of] 
His wrath? Should you 
from the (Divine) Furnace: 


from pain, but I should not cry 


278, AlManagib: “‘Aqil went to him [‘Ali] (as) and asked Hassan 
“Clothe your uncle! Hassan clothed him with a garment and a 
robe of his own and when dinner was prepared, there was only 
bread and salt 

Agil said: “Is there nothing else beside what I see?” 
"Ali (as) said: “Is this not God’s blessings? All praise be to 
Him.” 
1.A Sit is about thece kilogeams in weight. 


2, Naki al Batighab, Sermon 224. Also ef, alAmalr by alSadag, p. 719, b 988 
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‘Agil said; “Give me some money to discharge my debt and 
be quick to fulfill my request so that I may go away from you.” 


He asked him: “O Aba Yazid! How much is your debt?” He 
said: “One hundred thousand dirhams.” 


“Ali (a.s.) said: “By God, there is not such an amount of 
money with me and { do not own this much; but wait until I 
receive my share [of the treasury] so that I help you with half of 
it and if it were not for the needs of my household, 1 would 
grant it all to you.” 


“Aqil said: “The treasury is at your disposal and you put me 
off to [the time of receiving] your own share? Now, how much 
is your share? And if you give your entire share to me, how 
much would it be?” 


He said: “You and | are [treated] like anyone of the Muslims 
in this wealth,” 


They were talking together on top of dar al-bukiima (the seat 
of rule) overlooking the [safe] boxes of the marketers and “Ali 
(as) told him: “O Abi Yazid! If you do not accept my words, 
go down, break the boxes, and take what is in there!” 

“Agil said: “What is in these boxes?” 

He replied: “The wealth of the traders.” 


‘Aqil said: “Do you command me to break the boxes of the 
people who havé trusted God and placed their wealth in there?” 


‘The Commander of the Faithful said: “Do you command 
me to break into the treasury of the Muslims and give their 
wealth to you while they have trusted God and locked it? If you 
like, take your sword and I will also take my sword and go to 
Hira,’ as wealthy merchants live there and we will ambush 
them and take their wealth!” 


‘Agil said: “Did | come here as a thief?” 


1. An aneient city near Kufa in which the house of ‘Ali Nu'man Mundhar is 
located, It had many rivers and a better climate than Kufa 
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He said: “It is better that you steal from one person than to 


steal from all Muslims! 
“Agil said: “Do you permit me to go to Mu‘awiya?” 
He said: “I permit you.” 
“Aqil said: "Then help me with this journey.” 
He said: “O Hasan! Pay your uncle four hundred dirhams.” 
“Aqil left the place saying: 
“Soon he will make me needless (of you), He who made you 
needless of me: 


And the Proximate Lord will soon discharge our debts,”| 
SS—4 


‘Abdullah ibn Ja'far 
216. alGharat —narrating from Habib ibn Abi Thabit: “Abdullah 
ibn Ja'far, ibn Aba Talib told ‘Ali (as.): “O Commander of the 
Faithful! Give an order so that | am being helped or provided 
with an allowance, By God, I have nothing except that I sell 
some of the forages.” 
Ali (as) said: “No, I do not find anything [of a share] for 
you, except that you command your uncle to steal and give it 
to youl” 


5/15 -§ 


‘The Imam’s Granddaughter 
217. Ansab al Ashraf — narrating from Muslim, the author of al- 
Hana: “When ‘Ali (as.) was through with the Battle of Jamal, 
he came to Kifa and entered the treasury.... Then the daughter 
of Hasan -or Husain-(a.s.) came in and took something from 
it 


|. Managib ‘AU ibn Abt Talib, vol. 2, p. 108, Bibar alAnrwar, vol. 4 p- 113, 1.23 
2, akGhardt, va. 1, p, 66, Sharh Nabj al-Balaghab, vol. 2, p. 20, 


398 Imam Ali and Political Leadership 


Se che eel es wh ge 4 gl fl Ssi le cits tare 278 


"NGL de hele ual alo S GUIS 


7-15 /5 


3700 2 hull 
Tat yes bas LT 


(61596142 13g nisl ys5Ub gL Jusil pay ly Sor 


Biles yp al Bndas ere 


(2802 Meena ode 
nae ely Hilde Fle Jy Wtke ple by 2p 622 7g 9 1801570 Bg tl Yall 


(in days Uys ety iy Mla ads 109 ge De meet et oe atl ity Las ghd, 


M5 t leila lays gta Bs 


Chapter Five: Economical Policies 399 


He [‘Ali] (as) went after her, opened her fist and took it back 
from her,” 

We said: “O Commander of the Faithful! There is a right for 
her in the treasury!” 

He said: “When her father receives his share, he can give her 
as much as he wishes." 


S/S -6 


The Imam’s Sister 


278. al-lkbtisas: “Ali's (a.s.) sister Umm Hani, the daughter of Abu 

Talib came to visit him and he gave her twenty dirhams, 

Umm [ani asked her non-Arab freed slave girl: “How much 
did the Commander of the Faithful give you?” 

She said: “Twenty dirhams.” 

Umm Hani angrily returned [to ‘Ali (a.s.)] and “Ali (as) 
said to her: “Go back! May God have Mercy on you! We did 
not find any precedence for Isma'dl (Ishmael) over Ishaq (Isaac) 
in the Book of God.** 


S/S -7 


‘The Imam’s Maidservant 

279, ALMusannaf — narrating from Umm ‘Uthman, a maidservant 
who had a son from ‘Ali (as.): “I went to visit ‘Ali (as.) and 
saw carnations before him scattered in the yard. I asked him to 
} give some flowers to my daughter and he said: “Like this 
(gesturing with his hands meaning “show me a good one 
dirham”); because these belong to the Muslims, or wait until we 

receive our share, then I shall give a bunch to your daughter,”” 


1 Ansth absAshra, vol, 2. p10, 
2, alRBlisas, ps 15 


3. alMusannif fi abAbadith wa alAthar, vol ® p. 15%, b 18 and vols, p. 62% hi. 2 
Managib ‘Ali ibn Abi Talib, vol. 2, p. 10. 
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5/16 


Simplicity and Caution in Spending from the Public Treasury 

280. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) — in his letter to his administrators: "Sharpen 

your pens, shorten the space between the lines, in writing to 

me] be brief and terse in wording and attend to the meaning, 

and avoid excessive writing; for the public treasury will not 
withstand to incur loss.”! 


281. [hgag al-Hag: “One night ‘Ali (a.s.) entered the treasury and was 
writing down the distribution of the wealth when Talha and 
Zubair came in. He turned off the light in front of him and 
ordered a light to be brought in from his house. 


Talba and Zubair asked him for the reason and he said: “The 
oil of the light belongs to the public treasury and it is not 
correct for me to speak with you under its light."” 


282. Makarim al-Akhlag — narrating from ‘Aqil ibn ‘Abd al-Rahman 
al-Khawlant: “My aunt was the wife of ‘Aqil, son of Aba Talib 
and she went to visit ‘Ali (as) in Kufa and he was sitting on a 
worn out donkey packsaddle. She said: “At this time ‘Als (a.s.) 
wife from the Bani Tamim tribe arrived and I told her: “Woe 


onto you! Your house is full of goods and the Commander of 
the Faithful is sitting on a torn packsaddle?” 


The woman said: “Do not reproach me, By God, whatever he 
sees that is unfamiliar to him, he places it in the treasury,”* 


310, hs 8S, Bibarabduar, volt, p. WS. 6 


Taig al-Llag, vol. &, p. 539, alManagib atMurtadaceiva, p. 28, 
3. Makarim al-Athlag, vol. 1, p-286, h, 895, Manaigib Alt ibn Abr Talib, vol, 2, p97 
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283, Fada‘il al Sababa — nareating from al-A'mash: “'Ali (a.s.) used 


to have breakfast and dinner and eat from what was brought to 
him from Madina.”! 


284, alGharat — narrating from Bakr ibn ‘Isa: “Imam “Ali (as.) 


would say: “O Kufans! If I leave you with something other than 
my mount, my travelling apparatus and my servant, then I am 
a traitor!” His income came to him from his products from 
Yanbu’ in Madina.”? 


285. al-Jamal — narrating from Aba Mikhnaf Lat ibn Yahya on the 


authority of his narrators: “When the Commander of the 
Faithful decided to set out for Kafa, he stood up among the 
people of Basra and said: “O People of Basra! By which do you 
want to criticize me for?” He pointed to his clothes and said: 
“By God, these [two pieces of clothes} are made from my wife's 
spinning, How can you criticize me, O People of Basra?” He 
pointed to a bag in his hand which contained his income and 
he then said: “By God, this is from my crops in Madina, so if | 
Jeave you and you see more than what is with me, then | will be 
among the traitors in the eyes of God.”* 


286. Tarik Dimashg ~ nareating from “Antara: “I went to visit “Ali 


(a.s.) in the region of Khuwarnag? and he was wearing an old 
garment and shivering. | said: “O Commander of the Faithful! 
God has allotted a share for you and your family in this wealth 
and you are treating yourself like this?” He said: “By God, I 
would not take anything from yours, and this is but the 
garment that I took from my house (or he said, ‘from 
Madina’).”® 


2 


Rada alSababa, vol. 1, p- 536, b, 892, Hilyat abAvliva, vol. 1, p. 82, akRiyad ab 
Nadra, vol 3. p. 221 

al. Gharat, vol. t, p68, Sharb Nabj al-Balaghab, vol 
sin Abt Talib, vol. 2, 9.98 

alJamal, p. 422, Managib ‘Ali ibn Abi Falib, vol. 2, p.%% 

‘A place around Kula 

Tarikh Dimashg, vol. 42, p-477 and 481, alAmredl, p. 284, b. 671, Hilvat al-Arliva, 
vol, |, p. 8. 


p20, Also cf, Managib ‘Ali 
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287. al-Gharat — narrating from dan: “I went together with 
Qanbar to visit ‘Ali (as.) and Qanbar said to him: *O 
Commander of the Faithful! Stand up as 1 have hidden 
something valuable for you.” 

He asked; “What is it?” 
Qanbar said: “Come with me.” 


“Ali (as.) stood up and left for his home and there he saw 
bags full of gold and silver cups. Qanbar said: “O Commander 
of the Faithful! You do not leave anything without dividing it, 
so | saved these for you.” 


‘Ali (ais) said: “You liked to bring a huge fire into my 
house! Then he unsheathed his sword and struck down on the 
cups and cleaved each into two or three parts. He then said 
“Divide them into portions!” They did so, and then he uttered 
the following poem: 


This is my harvest, and the best of itis i ts 
Yet, every harvester put it with bis ow hand in bis own mouth. 


© white (silver), deceive someone else! O yellow (gold), 
deceive someone else!”! 


288, «l-Jkitisas — concerning the food of Imam ‘Ali (a.s.): “He heard 
{the sizzling of] meat being roasted in his house and he rose to 
his feet and said: “Woe betide ‘Ali ibn Abi Talib if he eats this 
roasted meat (karaker) 20" 

The narrator goes on to say: "His family got scared and said: 
“© Commander of the Faithful! A camel has been slaughtered 


1 akGhrat, vol. |, p85, Managib allmam Amir akMu'tninin, vol.2, 9. 33, b. 519, 
Also cf, Managib ‘Ali ibn Abt Talib, vol. 2, p. 108 

2. This statement means that if the meat being roasted in ‘Ali's house is procured 
by unlawful means, he will be punished for it. Karaker here means tasty mest, as 
it is from the breast part of the camel's meat which is its most delicious part. al. 
Nihay, vol. 4, p, 166 
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in your wife's tribe and her family has brought her a share as a 
sift.” He said: “Eat it, may it be pleasant and pure!”! 


289, Tarikh Dimashq — narrating from “Abd al-Rahman ibn Abi 
Bakrah: “Ali ibn Abi Talib (as) did not take anything from 
our treasury (of Basra) until he parted from us, except for a 
cheap fur garment or a black tunic from the region of 
Darabgard [in Shiraz].”* 


290. alGharat — narrating from Abu Raja"; “Ali (a.s.) brought a 
sword to the market and said: “Who will buy this from me? If 1 
had enough for [buying] a garment, I would not sell this.” | 
said: “O Commander of the Faithful! 1 sell you a garment on 
credit until you receive your share [of the public treasury].” 


So 1 sold him the garment [on credit} until the time of 
distribution of treasury, and when he received his share, he 
paid me my due.”? 


1. ab-lkbtits, ps 132 

2. Tarikh Dimashg, vol. 42, p, 476, alAmwal, p. 283, 8. 610 

4. alGhardt, vol. |, p. 63, Hilyat al-Awliya, vol. |, p. 83, Sharh 
2, p. 200, 
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Chapter Six 


Social Policies 


6/1 
Establishing Justice 


291. Imam ‘Ali (a..) — in his letter to Ibn ‘Abbas: “Your envoy came 
to me and you have reported what you have seen or heard 
concerning the people of Bagra after my return, 1 will now 
inform you about those people: They are either a group wha 
desire something and aspire to obtain it, or one who are afraid 


of a punishment. So, make the eager ones hopeful by doing 
mt 


justice, being fair and doing good to them. 


292. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) — in his instructions to Malik al-Ashrar- “Let 
the dearest of your affairs be those which are the nearest of 
them to rightfulness, most inclusive in justice and most 
comprehensive in (establishing) the pleasure of the subjects 

Verily the foremost delight of the eye for rulers is the 
establishment of justice in the land and the appearance of 
friendship among the subjects,"” 


293. Imam ‘Ali (as.) — in his letter to Aswad ibn Qutba, the 
commander of the Hulwan troops: “Now, if the governor's 
passions and desires increase, then he will be greatly hampered 
in justice. All people should be equal in right before you, for 
there is nothing in tyranny and oppression to substitute for 
justice. So avoid what you would not like for yourself.”* 


Wag'at Siffin, p. 10%, Nathr al-Durar, vol. 1, p. 322. 


2, Nabj atBalaghab, Letter 8, Tabaf al‘Uyal, p. (28 & 133, Dati al-stem, vol, p 
355 & 58 


Nahj al-Balaghab, Lester $8, Bihar alAnswar, vol. 33, p. $11, 708 
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294. 


295, 


296, 


297. Imam ‘Ali (as 


|. Imam ‘Ali (as): “This is the commandment of the servant of 
God the Commander of the Faithful "Ali to Muhammad ibn 
Abi Bakr when he appointed him as the governor of Egypt, He 
ordered him to be wary of God, secretly and openly; to fear 
God in privacy and in public; to be gentle with Muslims; to be 
hard on the evil-doers; to do justice to those under the 
protective covenant (ah! aldbimmah from among non Muslims); 
to be fair to the 


oppressed and severe to the oppressors; to pardon people and 
to be charitable to them as much as possible; God will reward 
the righteous and punish the sinful.”! 


. Imam ‘Ali (2.s.) —in his commandment to Muhammad ibn Abi 
Bakr when he appointed him as the governor of Egypt: “Behave 
humbly with the people, keep yourself lenient, meet them with 
cheerfulness, accord them equal treatment so that the big 
should not expect injustice from you in their favor and the low 
should not be despondent of your justice to them. O group of 
His servants, God the Sublime will certainly question you 
about your actions, small or big, manifest or concealed. If He 
punishes you, it is because you have been oppressive, and if He 
forgives, then it is because He is the Most Generous.” 


Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) — from his words when he was reproached for 
showing equality in the distribution (of shares from the public 
treasury): “Do you command me that I should seck support by 
oppressing those over whom I have been placed as ruler? By 
God, I will never do so as long as the world goes on and as long 
as one star leads another in the sky! Even if it was my wealth, 1 
would have distributed it equally among them, so how would 
be the case when the wealth is that of God.” 


“By God, I would rather pass a night in 
wakefulness on prickly thorns or be driven in chains as a 
prisoner than meet God and His Messenger on the Day of 
Judgment as an oppressor over any person or a usurper of 
anything out of worldly wealth. How can | oppress any one for 
the sake of a life that is fast moving towards destruction and 
[the body that] is t remain under the earth for along time?”™? 


1, Tuhafat“Uigal, p. 176, al-Ghavae, vol. 1, p. 224 


2 Nabj al-Balaghab, Letter 27 & 46, Yibaf 


4 Nabj al-Balaghah, Sermon 126, Tihaf at 


4. Nay’ al Balaghah, Sermon 2 
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Sivap alMustagim, vol. |, pe 165. 
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298, Imam ‘Ali (a.s.): “By God, even if I was given all the seven 


domains and all that exists under the skies in order to disobey 
God to the extent of snatching one grain of barley from an ant 
I would not do so, For me your world is inferior than the leaf 
in the mouth of a locust that is chewing it, What has ‘Ali to 
do with bounties that will pass away and pleasures that will not 
as"! 


299, Imam ‘Ali (as): “On the Day of Resurrection I will argue with 


people regarding nine things: Performing of prayers (salat), 
paying alms tax (zakd?), enjoining good and forbidding wrong, 
doing justice among people, equal distribution, fighting in the 
path of God, implementing punishments, and the like.”* 


300, Tarik Dimashy — narrated by ‘Ali ibn Rabr‘a: “Ja‘da ibn Hubayra 


came to ‘Ali (as) and said: “O Commander of Faithful! If ewo men 
come to you and you are more likeable to one of them than his own 
soul or his household or his wealth and the other one would kill you 
if he could, then would you judge in favor of the first man and 
against the second one2!” 

He struck me on my chest and said; “Indeed, if it were up 10 
me, I would do so; but this is an affair pertaining to God.”* 


301. AL-Kamil fi al-Tarikb — in a report about “Ubaydullah ibn al- 


Hurr alJu‘fis' “When ‘Uthman was killed and the war broke 


Nabj alBalaghab, Sermon 224, alSiraj alMustagine, vol. |, p. 163, Yanabi” at 
Mawadda, vol. , p. 442, b. 6 


Fadil abSabiaba, vol. 1, p. 538, 1.898, al Kchisa, p. 363, b. 93 


Tarikh Dimaiby, vol. 42, p: 488, at Bidipa wa at-Nibava, vol. 8, p.5, Manayib al- 
Imam Amir alMu'minin, vol 2, p37. $45. 


“Ubaydullab ibn Hurr abju'f was.a brave warrior and one of the companions of 
‘Uthman, When the Litter was killed, “Ubaydullah became inclined towards 
Mu'awiya and said: "God knows that [love ‘Uthman and [ will help im until 
dic. 


He therefore left for Sham and attended che Battle of Siffin along with 
Mu'awiya and remained beside him until ‘Ali (as) was killed. Atter the 
uprising of Imam Husain (as.) he left Kafa so that the Imam would not enter 
Kafa while he was there, as he said: "By God, 1 do not want to see him nor 
should he see me.” or 
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out between ‘Ali (as) and Mu'awiya, he [Ubaydullah] went 
towards Mu‘ awiya and remained with him because of his love 
for ‘Uthman. He and Malik ibn Misma’ accompanied 
Mu‘awiya in the battle of Siffin. ‘Ubaydullah stayed with 
Mu‘awiya and his wife was in Kafa and since his separation 
lasted long, his brother-indaw married her off to someone 
called ‘Ikrama ibn Khabis. When ‘Ubaydullah was informed 
about this, he left for Kiifa and went to ‘Ali (as.) to make a 
complaint against ‘Ikrama. 

“Ali (as) told him: “You helped out the enemy and now you are 
infuriated? 


“Ubaydullab sai 


‘The Imam sai 


“Will this deprive me of your justice?” 
Wisk 


va When Imam Husain (as.) entered Qasr Bani Magatil (one of the rest areas 
between Mecca and Kia) and saw his tent, he sent one of his companions to 
him ["Ubaydallah] to call him for his assistance, but he did not reply. Lmam 
Husain (as.) put on his shocs and went to him, he greeted him and sat dowa. 
‘Then he invited him to join the uprising, but he did not accept 


Afier Imam Husain (a) was killed, ‘Ubaydallah went to visit Ibm Ziyad who 
had reprimanded him for not helping the woops of Yarid against mam 
Husain (as). He then held back bis tears and left for the land of Karbala, He 
observed the battlefield and asked for God's forgiveness for them and 
composed a long poem in which he praised [mam Husain (as.) and his 
martyred companions, showing his repentance and pity for not joining them in 
the uprising against the trickster tyrants of the time, 


He and his children rose up and turned (0 fighting and robbery, [le 
robbed not only private but also public property. His uprising continued 
through the time of Mukluar and Mas‘ab, ending up (© his cooperation 
with ‘Abd al-Malik ibn Marwan, He was killed when confronting the oops 
of Mus‘ab. [Tartth al Tubari, vol. 6, p. 126138] 
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Then he told his story to “Ali (a.s.) and he returned his wie to 
him. She was pregnant, so he lefi her with someone whom he 
trusted until she gave birth to her child and he handed the child to 
“Tkrima and returned the woman to ‘Ubaydullah. He [‘Ubaydullah] 
went back to Sham where he stayed until ‘Ali (a.s,) was killed.”* 


302. Tarikh al-Ya‘gubi — narrating from al-Zuhri: “One day, | went to 


see ‘Umar ibn ‘Abd al“Aziz and while 1 was with him, he 
received a letter from one of his administrators stating that 
their city needed rehabilitation. I told ‘Umar: “One of the 
administrators of ‘Ali ibn Abi Talib (a.s.) had sent him a 
similar letter and he had replied to him as follows: "Now, 
fortify the city with Justice and clean the tyranny off its 
pathway!” ‘Umar wrote the same reply to his administrator,” 


See: 1/4 (The Imam's Motives for Accepting the Rulership). 


6/2 
Commitment to Rights 


303. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) — in the Battle of Siffin; “God the Glorified has 


1 


made incumbent upon you some rights for me by placing me 
over your affairs (being your ruler) and you too have a right 
over me like mine over you. The truth is very encompassing in 
its description but very nasrow [difficult] in its application. 

Right does not apply in favor of any person unless it applies 
against him also, and it does not apply against a person unless 
it also applies in his favor. It is only Allah the Glorified that 
has rights over others without them haying any sights over 
Him and that is by virtue of Ilis Might over His creatures and 
by virtue of the justice permeating all of Ilis decrees. He the 
Glorified has made His right over creatures that they should 
obey Him and He has laid upon Himself to reward them 
several times as a mark of His bounty and the generosity that 
He is worthy of. 

Then, from His rights, He the Glorified assigned certain 
rights for certain people against others. He made them so as to 
equate with one another, Some of these rights produce other 
rights, Some rights are such that they do not apply except when 


‘Kamil i alTarikb, vol. 3, 25. 


2, Tarikh al Ya'gubi, vol. 2, p. 306. 
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others do, The greatest of these rights that God Almighty has 
made obligatory is the right of the ruler over the ruled and the 
right of the ruled over the ruler. This is an obligation which 
God the Glorified has placed on each one against the other. He 
has made it the basis of their (mutual) relations and honor for 
their religion. Consequently, the ruled cannot prosper unless 
the rulers are sound, while the rulers cannot be sound unless 
the ruled are steadfast. 

If the ruled fulfill the rights of the ruler and the ruler fulfils 
their rights, then rights attain the position of honor among 
them, the ways of religion become established, signs of justice 
become fixed and the traditions (sina) are carried out, In this 
way time will improve, the continuance of government will be 
expected and the aims of the enemies will be frustrated 

But if the subjects overcome the ruler or the ruler oppresses his 
subjects, then differences will arise, signs of oppression will 
appear, wile will enter the religion and the traditions (sna) will 
become forsaken. Then desires are acted upon, the commands (of 
religion) are discarded, diseases of the soul become numerous and 
there is no fear for disregarding even great rights nor for the 
committing of major wrongs 

In such circumstances, the virtuous are humiliated while the 
vicious are honored and there are serious punishments from 
God almighty on the people. 

You should therefore counsel each other (for the fulfillment of 
your obligations) and cooperate with each other. However 
‘extremely eager a person may be to secure the pleasure of God and 
however fully he strives for it, he cannot discharge (his obligation 
for) obedience to God Almighty as is really due to Him 

It is an obligatory right of God aver the people that they 
should advise each other to the best of their ability and 
cooperate with each other for the establishment of truth among 
them. No person, however great his position in the matter of 
truth and however advanced his distinction in religion may be, 
is above needing help in connection with the obligations 
placed on him by God. No man, however small he may be 
regarded by others or however humble he may appear before 
eyes, is too low to assist or to be afforded assistance in this 
matter.” 


bab, Sermon 216. Also cf, al-Kaf 


L Nab al Bata, 


vol. 8, p. 352, 550 
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304, Imam ‘Ali (a.s.): “God the Glorified has put the rights of His 


servant ahead of His own rights (given priority to their rights). 
Therefore, whoever fulfils the rights of the servants of God will 
fulfill the rights of God.”" 


6/3 
The Development of Constructive Freedom 


305. Imam ‘Ali (as.): “O People, verily Adam (a.s.) did not beget 


cre 
slaye men and women; all people are free. 


306. Imam ‘Ali (as.): “And now, verily God the Blessed and the 


Exalted sent Muhammad (s.a.w,) so as to bring His servants out 
from the servitude of His servants towards the servitude of 
Himself, from the covenant of His servants to the covenant of 
Himself, from obedience to his servants towards obedience to 
Himself and from the guardianship of His servants toward 
guardianship of Himself.” 


307, Imam ‘Ali (a.s.): “Do not be the slave of others as God has made 


you free."* 


308, Imam ‘Ali (a.s.): “He who fulfils the requirements of servitude 


[to God] deserves freedom and he who neglects the rules of 
freedom will be returned to slavery.”* 


309, Imam ‘Ali (as.): “Beware of what infuriates your Lord and 


1 


Fy 


frightens people away from you! He who infuriates his Lord 
will be exposed to death and he who frightens people has 


Py 


disclaimed freedom.’ 


Ghurar ab Hikam, by. 5780, “Uyiin ab-Elibam wa alMawi'i, p. 293, h. A887 
al-Kai, vol. 8, p, 69, 1-26, Bibar abAntedr, vol 32, p.L34, (07 

(u Kaff, vol. 8, p. 386, S46, Falah al Sahil, p. 372, h. 248, Biba alAn 
35, B34 

Nah) al Balaghab, Lever 31, Tubaf al-Ligad, p. 77, Uyien at Hikan wa at Marva 
p. 826, b. os72, 

Ghurar al-Hlikam, \. 852930, Lyin al-Hikam va alMavwaiz, 0-450, b. 80045 
Ghuirar at Hikam, b, 278, ‘Uys al-Hikam wa abMawa'iz,p. 100, h. 2282 


vol, 77, p. 
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310. 


3u1. 


312, 


313. 


314. 


315. 


Imam ‘Ali (a.s.): “The beauty of a free person (from all sorts of 
bondages) is in keeping away from infamy.”* 


Imim ‘Ali (as.): “A free person remains free even if distress 

befalls him and a slave remains a slave even if destiny assists 
= 

him, 


Imam ‘Ali (a.s.): “O Kufans! [ am entangled with you, there are 
three things [that you possess] and two others [that you lack] 
[Concerning the three things] you are deaf in spite of having 
ears, dumb in spite of speaking and blind in spite of having 
eyes, [As for the two] you are neither true supporters in combat 
nor dependable brothers in distress.”* 


Imam ‘Ali (as.) — after hearing about the issue of the 
arbitration: “Woe betide you! I had to bear a lot of difficulties 
from you. One day I haye to call you loudly (to jihad) and on 
one day I have to whisper to you in confidence, you are neither 
true free men at the time of the call nor trustworthy brothers at 
the time of speaking in confidence.”" 


Imam ‘Ali (as) - from the aphorisms attributed to him: 
“Whatever befalls a free man, he will bear it and see it as per his 
magnanimity, unless when a [small] fraction of his freedom is 
aded; and that is when he refuses and does not respond to 


6/4 
Attaching Importance to the Pleasure of the Public 


Imam ‘Ali (as.) ~ in his instructions to Malik al-Ashtar: “Let 
the dearest of your affairs be those which are middlemost in 
rightfulness, most inclusive in justice and most comprehensive 
in (establishing) the content of the subjects, for the discontent 
of the masses invalidates the content of favorite [people] and 
the discontent of favorites is pardoned at the achievement of 
the content of the masses, Whereas the support of religion, the 


1, Ghurar abd ikann, by. 4745, ‘Upiin al-Hikeem sea al-Mavea ip, p. 222, 9.4335, 


2. Ghurar al-Hikam, b. (322, ‘Uyare abHikam wa ai M 


A 


“is poA®, be 1202, Biar a 
ol. 7, p. 12h. 70. 


3, Nabj al Balaghab, Sermon 97. 


aN 


yj al Balaghah, Seemon 125. 


5. Sharh Nahj al-Balaghah, vol, 2, p. 279, b. 220 
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solidarity of Muslims and preparedness in the face of the 
enemy lie only with the common people of the community, so 
et your inclination and affection be towards them, Verily the 
foremost delight of the eye for rulers is the establishment of 
justice in the land and the appearance of friendship for the 
subjects. But surely the subjects’ love will not appear without 
their hearts being sound.”? 


316. Imim ‘Ali (as) — in his instructions to Malik al-Ashtar 
“Therefore, you should act in your rule like him who desires to 
secure the praise of the subjects, the reward of God and the 
pleasure of the [mam, There is no power save in God.”* 


6/5 
Kindness to the Subjects and Love for them 


317, tmam ‘Ali (a.s.) —in his instructions to Malik al-Ashtar: “Infuse 
your heart with mercy, love and kindness for your subjects. Be 
not in face of them a voracious animal, counting them as easy 
prey, for they are either your brothers in religion or your like 
in creation. They are subject to mistakes, deficiencies overcome 
them and evil deeds are committed by them intentionally and 
by mistake. So grant them your pardon and your forgiveness to 
the same extent that you hope God will grant you His pardon 
and His forgiveness, for you are above them and he who 
appointed you is above you and God is above him who 
appointed you. God has sought from you the fulfillment of 
their requirements, and He is trying you with them, Set not 
yourself to war against God, for you have no power against Ilis 
vengeance, nor are you able to dispense with Iis pardon and 
His mercy, 


Know that there is nothing that brings about the trust of the 
ruler in the subject more than to be kind to them, to lighten 
their burdens and abandon coercing them in that in which he 
possess not any right over them. So, you should attain a 


1. Nabj al-Balaghab, Lewcer 53, Tih 
355 & 358, 
2 Tuba al Ua, p. 13% 


fal Ugil, p. 12 8 135, Da'a’im atilam, vol. 1, p 
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situation in which you can have trust in your subjects, as 
trusting them will sever from you a lasting strain, Surely he 
who most deserves your trust is he who has succeeded when 
you have tested him and he who most deserves your mistrust is 
he who has failed when you have tested him”! 


[In Twhaf al-'Ugal the following is added to the above:| “Try 
to realize that this position can be for or against you, so that 
you will be more cognizant in doing good and having a good 
impression with people in addition to the reward that God 
shall have for you on Judgment Day.”? 


318. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) - from his letter to Ibn ‘Abbas when he was his 
agent in Basra: “You should know that Basra is the place where 
Satan descends and mischief happens. Therefore, keep the 
people of this place pleased with good weatment and untie the 
knots of fear from their hearts.”* 


6/6 
Direct Contact with People 


319, Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) — in his instructions to Milile al-Ashtar; “Set 
aside for those who have requests from you a portion (of your 
time) in which you yourself are free (to attend) to them, Hold 
an open audience for them and therein be humble before God 
who created you, Keep the soldiers and aids that are your 
bodyguards and police away from them so that their 
spokesman may address you without stammering (in fear), I 
heard the Messenger of God (sa.w.) say on more than one 
occasion: “A nation in which the rights of the weak are not 
taken from the strong without stammering shall never be 
sanctified.” 

“Then there are certain matters of your affairs in which you 
must carry out personally. Among them are: responding to 
your administrators when your secretaries are unable to do, and 
meeting people's need the same day presented to you. Do not 


1, Nabj abBalaghab, Leteee 53, Da‘d'ims absitam, vol. 1, p. 354386. 
2. Tubaf al-'Ligal, p. 126— 130 
1 Nahj al-Baldghad, Letter 18, Bihar atAnwar, vol33, p. 49, h, 699. 
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prolong your seclusion from your subjects, for the rulers’ 
seclusion from their subjects is a kind of constraint and will 
result in a lack of knowledge of the affairs, Seclusion from 
people deprives the rulers from acquiring the knowledge of 
what they are unaware of and then as a result they begin to 
regard great matters small and bad matters good. The great 
appears to them as small and the small as great and the 
beautiful will appear as ugly and the ugly as beautiful.” 


320. Imim ‘Ali (a.s.) — from his letter to Qutham ibn ‘Abbas, his 
agent in Mecca: “There should be no intermediary and envoy 
between you and the people except your tongue and no guard 
save your own face. Do not prevent any needy person from 
meeting you, because if the needy one is returned unsatisfied 
from your door in the first instance, then doing it thereafter 
will not bring you any praise.”” 

321. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) — from his letter to the tax collectors: “Do not 
employ doorkcepers for yourself and do not bar anyone from 
making their requests until they hand it over to you,”* 


322, Imam “Ali (a.s.) — from his letter to the commanders of the 
troops: “From the servant of God ‘Ali (a.s.) ibn Abi Talib the 
Commander of the Faithful 16 the commanders in charge of 
the garrisons, The distinction that an officer achieves or the 
wealth with which he has been exclusively endowed should not 
make him change his behavior towards his subjects and rather 
the riches God has bestowed on him should increase him in 
nearness to his people and kindness over his brethren.”* 

323, Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) — in his letter to Qays ibn Sa‘d: “Cut the 


distance between you and the people, leave your door open and 
adhere to the truth.” 


1 Nahj abBalaghah, Lever 53, Tebaf al-Ugul, p. 142. 

2. Nab al-Balaghah, Letter 67, Bihar alAnioar, vol. 33, p. 497, bh. 702 

3, Wag at Siffin, p. 108, Bibar alAnswir, vol. 75, p. 355, h, 10 

4. Nakj abBalaghal, Letier 50, Way‘at Siffiu, p. 107, al Amat by al” 
alMi'yar wa alMandgin, p, 105, 

5. Tarikbk alYa'gubr, vol, 2, 9. 202 


Pi 217, 381, 
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324, Imam ‘Ali (as.); “There are three traits that if they were 


possessed by any of the leaders, he would deserve to be regarded 
as a trustworthy leader: to be just in his judgments, not to veil 
himself from his subjects and to execute God’s ordinances 
equally] concerning the acquaintances and the strangers”! 


6/7 
Tolerating Difficulties Caused by People 


325. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.): “He who does not tolerate the cost of people's 


2 
provision is preparing to hand over power [to someone else] 


326. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.): “Tolerance is the adornment of polities 


(rule).”* 


327. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) — in the aphorisms attributed to him: “He who 


manages to direct his soul to be patient about the ignorance of 
the people deserves to become a ruler.”* 


328. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.): “When you become a ruler, be lenient.”> 


329. Imam ‘Ali (as): “The foundation of politics is to practice 


330. Imam “Ali (as 


leniency.”® 


“The best of politics is leniency.” 


331, Imam ‘Ali (a.s.): “He who acts with leniency will be successful.”* 


332, Imam ‘Ali (a.s.): “He who is not lenient to those inferior to him 


H 
2 
i 
4, 
5 


will not achieve his desires.”” 


Kang atUmemal, vol. 5, p. 764, h. 14315 
Ghurar al-Ltikam, h. $982, 

Chuva al-Hikam, h. 172, 'Uyite al-Hikam wa al-Mavod iz, ps 2h. 238. 
Sharh Nabj al-Balaghab, vol.20, p. 318, b. 656. 

Ghurar al Hikant, bh 3974, ‘Uyiin al-Hikam wa ab Matos ig, p. 133, 299. 
Ghurar ab Hikam, b. $266, yin al-Hikam wa al-Mawaig, p. 263, h. £781 
Ghurarat-Ltikam, b. 9947 

Ghuvar al-Hikam, b 1842, Uyin abHikam wa abMavoa ie, p. 483, h. 8112 
Ghurar ab-Etikane, '. 9000, 
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333. 


334. 


336. 


337, 


338, 


Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) — in what he wrote to Hudhayfa iba al-Yaman: 
“Icommand you to be tolerant in your affairs, lenient and just 
to your subjects,"! 

Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) —in a letter he wrote to the people of Mada’in: 
“I assigned your affairs to Hudhayfa ibn al-Yaman whose 
approach I favor and whose righteousness I am hopeful of, I 
have commanded him to do good to your benevolent ones, to 
be strict on your evil doers and to be lenient to those with good 
behavior among you, I ask God for well-being and benevolence 
and His All-embracing Mercy for you and for myself in this 
world and the hereafter.”* 


Imam ‘Ali (a.s.): “Be lenient, for it is the Key 10 righteousness 
and the character of those who possess intellect.”* 

Imam ‘Ali (a.s.): “Tolerance and leniency ease off hardships and 
facilitate difficult means, “* 

Imam ‘Ali (a.s.): “He who exercises leniency, difficulties will 
become easy for him,” 


6/8 
Refraining from Anger 
Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) — from his instructions to Ibn ‘Abbas when he 
appointed him as his administrator in Basra: “Treat people 
with a broad face, when meeting them, in gatherings and when 
passing a tule, Beware of anger because it is an augury of 


Satan,” 


1. Dead 
ha. 
2 lrshitd aDulib, p. 


Ould, p. 321, ALDarajat al-Raft'a, p. 28%: Bibar al Anwar, vol. 28, p. 88, 


2, ALDarajaét abRif'a, p. 289. Also cf, al vol. 1, pth 


3. Ghurar al Hikam, hi. 6114, ‘Uniin al-Hikam wa atMawa iz, p. 334, h. $105, Ibid, p 


4. Ghurar al Hikaw, b. 1778 


5, Ghurar at-Hikam, b. 8400, Cyn al-Hikami wa ats 
6. Nubj abBalaghah, Lecter 16, Bibér alAnwdr, vol. 33, p. 498, h. 708 


iz, p. 225, 


434 Imam Ali and Political Leadership 


9/6 
soa ecal 


tad) OS AS Ob ass 9G oh Of vege pL 339 


Spe EE aL wl AS ab iG all alg alge 


340 


Edu dye Speke ui 6 


HM oll Spt SL) G- wae 341 


ota ga tL Sage 
342 


343, 


335.2 Tepe 


fe 29 BIKE yp Gy NB 


Lal pL ye Sell ge AIS 1787 4B pe TO pM ele 20840 Fe eh 


pk! gue of ge La PUNE ye ee ca aga ye ig Bye Bg telat atel ge 


Atay a tye fo eT UN Lady 138 


4530¢ ipl e® 


Chapter Six: Social Policies 4 
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6/9 
Forbidding Fault-finding 
Imam ‘Ali (as.): “Certainly people are subject to faults, so do 
not uncover what is concealed from you; for God the Glorified 
will judge about it, Veil imperfection as much as you are able to 
and God will veil what you would like to be veiled.”! 


340, Imam ‘Ali (a..) — in his instructions to Malik al-Ashtar: “Let 


the furthest of your subjects and the most hateful to you be he 
who most seeks out the faults of men. For people have faults, 
which the ruler more than anyone else should conceal. So do 
not uncover those of them that are hidden from you, for it is 
only incumbent upon you to remedy what appears before you. 
God will judge what is hidden from you. So veil imperfections 
as much as you are able to and God will veil what you would 
like to be veiled from your subjects.” 


341, Imam ‘Ali (as.) - in the aphorisms attributed to him: “The 


mischievous look for the defects of people and overlook their 
merits like the flies that go after putrid places.”* 


342, Imam Ali (a.s.): “When a debauched woman is asked: “who has 


343. Imam “Ali (as. 


1 


4 


4 


committed debauchery to you?” and she answers ‘so-and-so’, 

then two punishments must be inflicted on her: a punishment 

for her debauchery and another one for accusing a Muslim 
nf 

man 


“To pursue others’ weaknesses is of the worst 
ane 
of vices, 


Ghurar abHtikam, 3505, Also cf, Da'a‘ime aldsam, vol. 1, p. 395 


Nabj abBalagha rupaf al-Ugul, 9. 128. 

var Nakj at Baldghab, vol. 20, p. 269, hi. 113. 

Kafi, vol. 1, ps 209, b. 20, Tabdbub atAbkam, val. 10, p48. b. 178, ‘Usa Akhbar 
al-Rida, vol. 2, p.29, h. 118 

Ghurar al-Hikam, by. 458. 


Letter $3, 
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6/10 


Uncovering Excuses to Remove Suspicions 


344, Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) — in his instructions to Malik al-Ashtar: “If 


345. 


346. 


your subjects should suspect you of an injustice, then explain 
to them your justification, By your explanation, turn their 
suspicions away from yourself. This way, you are training your 
self, acting kindly to your subjects and you will achieve your 
goal of setting them on the path of the truth.”! 


6/lL 
Helping the Oppressed 


Imam ‘Ali (as): “He who does not take the rights of the 
oppressed from the oppressor, God will take his strength from 
him,” 


;. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.): “Behold, by Him who split the grain (to grow) 
and created living beings. If people had not come to me and 
supporters had not exhausted the argument and if there had 
been no pledge of God with the learned to the effect that they 
should not acquiesce in the gluttony of the oppressor and the 
hunger of the oppressed, I would have cast the rope of 
Caliphate on its own shoulders, I would have given the last one 
the same treatment as to the first one (ie. leave it as before). 
Then you would have seen that this world of yours in my eyes 
is no better than the sneezing of a goat.” 


347. Imam ‘Ali (as.): “O people! Support me in your own affairs. By 


1, Nakj alBalaghab, Lever 


God, I will take revenge on the oppressor on behalf of the 
oppressed and will put a string in the nose of the oppressor 
and drag him to the spring of truthfulness even though he may 
grudge it." 


Tihaf al Usa, p. 19s. 


2. Ghurarat-Hikam, h. 8966, Uyiin al-Htikam wa al Matoa iz, p. #28, b. 1261 
4. Nabj atBalaghah, Sermon 3, Maan al-Akbbar, p. 362, b. | al-lrsbad, vol. 1, p28, 


‘Tal al-Shara’', p. 151, by 12 


4. Nah} abBalaghab, Seemon 136, Bihar aldmwar, vol. 32, p48, b. 33 
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348. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.): “The humiliated person in my view is honorable 
until I secure his rights for him and the strong in my view is weak 
until | take the rights (of others) from him.”! 


349, Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) — in his instructions to Malik al-Ashtar: “Then, 
look into the matter of the judgments among people with good 
intention. The true judgment is to take back the rights of the 
oppressed from the oppressors, to support the weak against the 
strong and to execute God's laws according to their proper ways 
and courses, which will set aright God's servants and His lands,”* 


350, Imam al-Baqir: ““Ali (a.s.) was returning home in the heat [of the 
day| when he saw a woman standing, saying: ‘My husband has 
wronged me, scared me, harassed me and he has threatened to beat 

‘Ali (a.s,) said: “O Servant of God! Be patient until the weather 
cool off and then | will go with you if God wills.” 

The woman said: “His anger and fury will increase against me.” 

He lowered his head, then raised it and said: “By God, (1 will 
not stop) until the right of the oppressed is secured without 
stammering. Where is your house?" 

He went to the man's house, stopped at the door and called 
out; “Peace be on you (assalam alykum!” 

‘A young man came out and ‘Ali (as,) said: “O Servant of God! 
Be wary of God! You have seared your wife and brought her 
forth.” 

The young man said: “Who are you to get involved? By God, I 
will burn her because of your words!” 

Then the Commander of the Faithful said: "I am enjoining you 
to do good and refraining you from doing wrong and you 
respond to me with wrong and ignore the good?” 

The narrator [Imam alBagir (a.s)] said: “People were gathering 
around and saying: “Peace be on you O Commander of the 
Faithfull” 

Repentant and confused, the man said: “O Commander of the 
Faithful! Forgive my fault. By God, [from now on] 1 will be like 
the ground for her to step on.” 

“Ali (as.) sheathed bis sword and said: "O Servant of God! 
Enter your house and do not force your wife into such troubles.”? 


L. Nabj alBataghab, Sermon 37, Bihar alAnwar, vol. 38, p. 381, 3.25. 
2. Tichaf al-'Uigatl, p. 135. 
3, Managib ‘Ali ibn ABT Talib, vol. 2, p. 106, Bihar al Anwar, vol. 41, p. Sty be 
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351. abtRbeisds: Said ibm Qays al-Hamadani saw ‘Ali (a.s,) near a wall on a 
hot day and he asked him: “© Commander of the Faithful! What are 
you doing here at this hour?” 

He said: "I have not gone forth but to help an oppressed person 
or assist one who asks for help.” 

‘At this time a woman who was disheartened and bewildered came 
towards him. She stopped before him and said, “O Commander of 
the Faithfull My husband hag wronged me, harassed me and 
threatened to beat me. Come along with me to go to him.” 

He lowered his head, then raised it and said: ‘By God, not until 
the right of the oppressed is secured without stammering. Where is 
your house? 

She said in such and such a neighborhood. 

Te went along with the woman until they reached her house, The 
woman said: “This is my house.” [The narrator goes on to say| Ile 
greeted and then a man came out and he was wearing a long colorful 
garment. "Ali (as.) told him: “Be wary of God! You have scared your 
wife.” The young man said: “Who are you to get involved? By God, 
Iwill burn her because of your words!” 

[Che narrator says:] Whenever he [‘Ali (2.s)] went somewhere he 
would carry his whip in his hand and wear his sword. [f someone was 
judged to be punished by whipping, he would whip bim and if 
someone was judged to be punished with a sword, he would 
promptly carry it out. 

All of a sudden the young man noticed that ‘Ali (as.) had 
unsheathed his sword and was saying: “I am enjoining you to do 
good and refraining you from doing wrong and you are rejecting 
good? Repent! Or | will punish you.” 

[The narrator says:] People from the nearby alleys came towards 
the Commander of the Faithful (as) and crowded before him. [At 
this time] The young man repented and said: “O Commander of the 
Faithful Forgiye me! May Ged forgive you [toe]! By God, [from now 
on] 1 will be like the ground for her to step on,” 

Then he ordered the woman to go back to her house and he 
himself returned [home] too, while reciting: “There is no good fn much 
of their secret talks, excepting bim who enjotns charity ur what is right or 
reconciliation between people..." 

“Praise be o God who through me reconciled between a woman 
and her husband, God the Blessed and the Exalted says: “There is no 
good in much of their secret talks, excepting him who enjoins charity or 
what is right or reconciliation between peaple, and whoever does that 
secking God's pleature, soon We shall give him a great reward.” 


1 Qur'an, 4114 
2 allkbtisas, p- 139, Bibar abn 


1dr, vol. 40, p. 11 
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352, alKaft — narrating from Usayd ibn’ Safwan, a companion of the 


35: 


354, AlMwa'il — narcating from Mubammad ibn Sicin: 


Messenger of God (saw): “On the day of the death of 
Commander of the Faithful, the town of Kafa was quivering with 
people's weeping and the people were astounded (confused) just | 
the day of the Prophet's (s.a.w.) death.” 


[AL this time] a man came running towards us and reciting the 
verse “Indeed we belong to God, and to Him do we indeed return” and 
said: “Today the chain of succession of Prophethood is broken off 
He stopped at the door of the house in which the Commander of the 
Faithful (a.s.) was and said: "O Abu al-Hasan may God have Mercy 
upon you! You were the first of the people in [embracing] Islam and 
their most sincere in faith, The weak and the humiliated were 
powerful and honorable with you until you would secure their rights 
and the powerful and strong were weak and humiliated before you 
until you would take from them the rightful due, The distant people 
and the nearest ones wereall the same to you in these things,”" 


See, 6/6: “Direct Comtuct with People”. 


6/12 
Setting up the ‘House of Complaints’ 


Subp al-A'sha: “The first person who set up & 
their complaints was the Commander of th 
Yalib (a.s.). 


¢ for people to lodge 
Faithful “Ali ibn Abr 


“Ali (as) set up a 


house in which the people would lodge their complaints.” 


Sharh Nahj alBalaghab: “There was a house belonging to the 
Commander of the Faithful which he named bayt al gigas (the house 
of complaints) and the people would drop their letters of complaints 


386, Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) — saying to his companions: “Any one of you who 


has a request from me should write it in a note so that | spare your 
face from direct questioning.” 


1 abikafi, vol, pe 438, hea, Kamal alia, p. 388— 390, 3, abAmali by abSadug, 


po 312, h. 363. 


2. Subp abA ‘sha vol. 1, p. 414 

3. alAind ps (4 

1. Shash Nabj at-Balaghab, vol. 17, p. 87 
S.al‘lyd abFartd, vol. 1, p- 203 


cond Imam Ali and Political Leadership 


ile ply! 387 


ol Jes 


Trane ot dt 


14/6 


SIRE! 


BENS pelt oe oS oF oe 
Led Vs AM bs 


05h the 


(205, 3g 24D SSNs 05 SU el A 


EB CAR ye BLM by 60 ODL ge F 


Chapter Six: Social Policies 445, 


357. 


358. 


6/13 
Inspection to Repel the Wrongs Done by the Troops 
Imam ‘Ali (a.s.): “From the servant of God ‘Ali, the Commander 


of the Faithful to whomever through whose jurisdiction the army 
passes, be they collectors of revenue or administrators of the land: 


Lhave sent an army that will pass by you, if God wills. I have 
instructed them about what God has made obligatory on them, 
namely that they should avoid molestation and evade harm. I 
declare before you and based on the covenant 1 have with you 
(or those who are under your protection) that I denounce any 
annoyance committed by the army except when one is 
compelled by hunger and there is no other way of satisfying it 
Then punish those who commit injustice. Prevent those who 
intend to do wrong to them from their injustice and avert the 
silly ones among you from harming them [the army] and to 
intervene in their affairs except in that which I have allowed. I 
myself am within the army, so refer to me their complaints and 
any hardship which is caused by them and which you cannot 
repel except through God and through me. I shall then repel it 
with the help of God, if He so wills.”! 


6/14 
‘Attempts towards Unifying the Muslim Community 


Imam ‘Ali (as.) — in his letter to Aba Masa al-Ash‘art in 
response to the issue of the arbitration: “Certainly many people 
changed because they lost so many lasting benefits, Therefore 
they inclined towards the world and spoke out of desire. I have 
been struck with wonder in this matter upon which people who 
are self-conceited have gathered. I am providing a cure for their 
wound, but I fear it develops into a clot of blood (and becomes 
incurable). Remember that no person is more covetous than I 
am for the unity of the nation of Muhammad (s.a.w.) and their 


1, Nab at Balaghah, Letter 60, Bikar al-Anwar, vol. 38, p. 486, h. 691 
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solidarity, I seek through it good reward and an honorable 
place to return to. I shall fulfill what I have pledged upon 
myself”! 

359, Imam ‘Ali (as.) — on warning against seditions (/imad): “You 
should not be signs of sedition and flags of innovations but 
should adhere to that on which the community is united and 
on which the pillars of obedience (of Allah) have been 
founded.”* 


360. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) — from his speech to the Khawarij: “Be with the 
great majority (of Muslims) because God's hand (of protection) 
is with the united community. You should beware of division 
because the one isolated from the group is a prey to Satan just 
as the, one isolated from the flock of sheep is a prey to the 
wolf” 


361. Imam ‘Ali (as.): “Let Islam and its dignity keep you away from 
rebelliousness and blathering, Be united on one word. Hold 
fast to the religion of God, that beside it, no other creed would 
be accepted from any one; and to the word of sincerity (There 
is no god but Allah) which is the firm basis of religion."* 


362, Imm ‘Ali (a.s.): “You should avoid being divided in the matter 
of God's religion for your unity in respect of a right you 
dislike, is better than disunity in respect of a wrong that you 
like! Certainly God the Glorified has not given any person, 
neither in the past nor present, any good for [his] separation.”* 

363, Imam “Ali (as.): “Satan has made his ways easy for you and 
wants to break the joints of your religion one by one and to 
cause division among you in place of unity and bring you 
turbulence by division. So keep away from his evil ideas and 
whisperings,”” 


\. Nah aiBalaghah, Letter 76, Bikar alma, vol. 33, 9.304, h. 954, 

Nabj at Balaghah, Sermon 151, Yanabr' atMawadda, vol. 5, p. 372, bi 

‘Nuadhj alBalughah, Sermon 127, ‘Upin abHlikam wa abMawd'ig, p- Ol, be 2 

Bifar abner, vol. 33, p. 373, h. 604 

4 Sharb Naby al Balaghah, vol. 8, p. 4 

5. Nabj alBalaghak: Sermon 176, Bihar abdrwar, vol. 2, p. 313, b. 16, Yanabi' al 
Mateadda, vol. 3, 9.437, h. 9 

6. Nabj alBalaghab, Sermon 121 
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364, Imam ‘Ali (as): “By God, no communities differ [among 
themselves] after their Prophet except that their falsities 
overwhelm their truths except what God wills.”! 


365, Imam ‘Ali (as.): "By God, I can see that these people will soon 
overcome you because of their unity [even] on their wrong and 
your disunity in your right,”* 


366. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) ~ on warning people against disunity; “You 
should fear what calamities befell people before you on account 
of their evil deeds and detestable actions, Remember what has 
happened to them during good or bad circumstances and be 
cautious that you may become like them! 


After you have thought over both conditions of these 
people, attach yourself to everything with which their position 
became honorable and on account of which enemies remained 
away from them and through which safety spread over them 
Attach yourself to that by which riches bowed before them and 
asa result of which they achieved distinction and honor. These 
things were all because of abstention from division, sticking to 
unity, calling each other to it and advising each other about it 
Avoid everything which broke their backbone and weakened 
their power, such as malice in the heart, hatred in the chest, 
turning away (from each other's help) and withholding the 
hand from the assistance of one another! 


Think about the condition of people from among the 
believers who passed before you, How they were in trials and 
distress! Were they not the most overburdened among all the 
people and in the most straitened circumstances in the whole 
world? The Pharaohs took them as slaves. They inflicted on 
them the worst punishments and bitter sufferings. They 
continuously remained in this state of ruinous disgrace and 
severe subjugation. They found no plan for escape and no way 
for protection from sufferings until God the Glorified noticed 
that they were enduring troubles in Iis love and bearing 
distresses out of fear for Him, He saved them from the 
distress of trials, He changed their disgrace into 


1, abAmaty by al-Mutid, p. 235, b. 5. at Amal by al-Tast, p11, b. 13, Wag at Siffre 


2 Nal at Balighah, Sermon %, 


450 Imam Ali and Political Leadership 


Sy tel ily Lake Tot stad i 1 OG BG 


UG fiat Botts Gy dig GANG 
a re + 2 ? 


NBs eS Mis 


oN il SULT LES 


5 BN 555 be payed 


Joel As Sel Bs dete ti oe a et 


sedi ag Sely edhe! 


Chapter Six: Social Policies 451 


honor and fear into safety and they became ruling kings and 
conspicuous leaders and God's favors over them reached that 
limit which their own wishes had not reached, 


Look how they were when their groups were united, their 
views were unanimous, their hearts were upright and straight, 
their hands used to help one another, their swords were intended 
for assisting one another, their eyes were sharp and their aims 
were the same. Did they not become masters of all corners of 
the earth and rulers over the parts of the worlds? Thereafter, see 
what happened to them towards the end when division 
overtook them, unity became fractured and differences. arose 
between their words and their hearts. ‘They were divided into 
various groups and were scattered, fighting among cach other 
and then, God took away from them the apparel of His honor 
and deprived them of the affluence of Elis favors. Only their 
stories have remained among you for the guidance of those 
who may learn lesson from them, 


You should take a lesson from the fate of the progeny of 
Isma‘il, the children of Ishaq and the children of Isra'il. How 
similar are their affairs and how akin are their examples. 
Ponder on their condition during the days of their division 
and disunity, when [such tyrants as] Kesras and Caesar were 
their masters. They turned them out from the pastures of their 
lands, the rivers of Iraq and the fertility of the world towards 
thorny forests, the passages of (hot) winds and hardships in 
livelihood, In this way they turned them into just herders of 
camels, Their houses were the worst in the world and their 
places of stay were the mast drought-stricken, There was not 
one voice towards which they could turn for protection, nor 
any shred of affection on whose strength they could trust 
Their condition was full of distress. Their hands were scattered. 
‘Their majority was divided. They were in great anguish and 
under layers of ignorance. They buried their daughters alive, 
worshipped idols, disregarded kinship and practiced robbery. 

Now, look at the various favors of God upon them, when 
He sent forth for them a Prophet who made them to pledge 
their obedience to Him and made them unite through His call. 
[Look] how God's bounty spread the wings of its favors over 
them and flowed for them streams af its blessing and the whole 
community became wrapped in blissful prosperity. Consequently 
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they were submerged under its bounty and enjoyed its lushful 
life. Their affairs became settled under the protection of a 
powerful ruler and the circumstance offered them overpowering 
honor and all things became easy for them under the 
auspiciousness of a strong country. They became rulers of the 


world and kings in [various] parts of the earth, They became 
masters of those who were formerly their masters and began 
issuing commands over those who used to command them 
They were so strong that neither their spears needed testing nor 
did their weapons have any flaw. 


Indeed, you have diverted yourselves from the rope of 
obedience and broken the divine fortress of God that was put 
up for you [by resorting to] the laws of the age of ignorance. 
Certainly it is a great blessing of God Almighty that He has 
engendered among them unity through the cord of affection 
under whose shade they walk and take shelter, This is a blessing 
whose value no one realizes because it is greater than any cost 
and more majestic than any honor."! 


bj al Balaghah, Sermon 192, Bibar al-Anwar, vol. Ls po 472, b. 37 
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Ghapter Seven 


Judicial Policies 


1A 
Electing the Best for Judgment 


367. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) — in his instruction to Malik Ashtar: “Then 
choose to judge among men, the most excellent of subjects in 
your sight, ie., one who is not beleaguered by (complex) affairs, 
who is not rendered ill-tempered by the litigants, who does not 
persist in error, who is not distressed by returning to the truth 
when he recognizes it, whose soul does not descend to any kind 
of greed, who is not satisfied with an inferior understanding 
(of a thing) short of the more thorough, one who hesitates 
most in (acting in the face of) obscurities, who adheres most to 
arguments, who is the least to become annoyed at the petition 
of the litigants, who is the most patient (in waiting) for the 
facts to become clear and who is the firmest when the verdict 
has become manifest; a man who does not become conceited 
when praise is lavished upon him and who is not attracted by 
temptation. But such (men) are few,"! 


12 
Financial Support for the Judges 


368. Imam ‘Ali (as.) — in his instruction to Malik Ashtar: “Then 
choose to judge among men, the most excellent of subjects in 
your sight ... and grant generously to him that which will 
liminate his wants and through which his need from men will 
decrease.”* 


1, Nab alBalaghad, 
2 Nabj al Batagha 
05, 74, 


Letter 53, Tiaf ul-Ugal, p. 135 & 136, Bidar al-Anzar, vol. 3, p. 
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369, 


370. 


173 
Occupational Security for Judges 


Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) — in his instruction to Malik Ashtar: “Then 
choose to judge among men, the most excellent of subjects in 
your sight .... Bestow upon him that station near to you that 
none of your other favorites may aspire to, that by it he may be 
secure from harm by men of importance, Look into that (ie., 
the selection of judges) with thorough consideration, for this 
religion was prisoner in the hands of the wicked who acted 
with it out of caprice and used it to seek (the pleasures of) the 
present world.”! 

[It is also narrated in the same letter in Tupaf alUgut:] 
Check frequently his decisions and grant generously to him 
that which will eliminate his wants and through which his need 
for men will decrease, Bestow upon him that station near to 
you to which none of your other favorites may aspire to, so 
that he remains safe from the harm of those around you. Be 
respectful to him when you associate with him, favor him in 
sessions, agree to his judgment, implement his rulings, support 
him and choose his supporters to be from among the 
jurisprudemts and people of piety who would advise for the 
sake of God and His servants, He may discuss with them any 
doubtful question, refer to them what he is ignorant of and 
they can be witnesses on his settlement of disputations among 
the people, God willing.” 


4 

Emphasis on Good Manners of the Judicature 
Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) — to Shurayh: “Look into the state of those 
delaying in discharging people's rightful due from among the 


rich and the needless, who put the Muslims’ riches at the rulers’ 
disposal. So take the Muslims’ rightful due from them and sell 


ahj al Balaghub, Lever $3 
haf al Uys, p. 136. 
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the houses and lands, for I heard the Messenger of God (s.a.w.) 
say: “The delaying of a rich Muslim is {equal to] oppression to 
the Muslims; and those who do not own lands nor houses or 
wealth are not to be obliged.” 

Let it be known that no one will enjoin people to 
rightfulness except he who drives them away from falschood. 
‘Treat the Muslims equally by way of your facial expression, 
speaking and meeting so that those who are near you not to be 
tempted and encouraged by your injustice (in their favor) and 
your enemy shall not lose in hope your justice. Return the oath 
to the claimant when evidence is presented (if evidence is 
presented by the accused then the claimant should take oath), 
for this will remove ambiguity and maintain (sound) judgment. 
| Let it be known that Muslims are just, They can bear 
testimony regarding each other except the one who has been 
whipped for a punishment and has not repented or is known 
for giving false witness or is suspected (concerning his faith) 
Take care not to express suffering and pain in a judgment 
session, for God has decreed a reward for it and there is a good 
reward reserved for the one who judges rightfully. 


Let it be known that reconciliation among the Muslims is 
permissible, except that which prohibits something lawful or 
allows something prohibited; and give a respite to he who 
claims (o have an absent witness, If he presents them, his right 
will be restored and if not, he will be duly judged. ‘Take care not 
to carry out a verdict concerning retaliation (gia), Divine 
sanctions and the Muslims’ rights without informing me about 
it — God willing ~ and do not sit for judgments except after you 
have had your meal.”! 


371. alKafi ~ narcating from Ahmad ibn Abi ‘Abdullah (in a 
disconnected? narration): “The Commander of the Faithful told 
Shurayh: “Do not whisper to anyone in a judgment session and 
if you get infuriated, stand up and do not make any judgment 
in anger,” 


L. ab-Kafi, vol. 7, p. 412, ho 1, Tabdhib atAbkam, vol. 6 p. 225, b. si, Maw la 
yahdarakw at-Fagib, vol, 3, ps 15, h. 3248 

2. A hadith which is either disectly or through intermediaries attributed to the 
Prophet (s.a.w,) or one of the Imams (a). [Muon Atagalabat atRisal wa al 
Diraya, p- 155.) 

3. al Kajf, vol. 7, p.al3, b. 5, Man la yapdarabse al Eagih, vol. 3 p- 1 4. 3239 


460 Imam Ali and Political Leadership 


wife ply! 372 
Sg duct 


yy Sts Jal dtd Y 248 Shs a 


God Gad seb Y BL5 


Va peal $5 Vleebe oF Od) 3pd Sab heats 

Sob ail eg le 

ANG vf llt cla’ y 
2M geal piel Le 

) Kats illbsl ol RSL Ayal 

Spl Egos Miata La 55 EE Et dake UF sid a BTL Le 


waaelg SVT Ue 


ey 


Prope Gini Bile Sp ay Why) dd pote He ISI 
216 tach labs gis 


> pM ly ab 


ie Ne epallt 
1899C 534s 2 ip Me Mietbs L 


Chapter Seven: Judicial Policies 461 


372. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) ~ when he was informed that Shurayh was making 


judgments in his house: “O Shurayh! Sit in the mosque as people 
consider it fairer (and closer to justice) and certainly it is @ disgrace 
for a judge ro sit in his house.”! 


Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) — from his letter to Rifa'a, when he appointed him 
as his judge in Ahwaz: “Leave aside aspirations, oppose the desires 
and adorn knowledge with righteous manners. Forbearance is a good 
assistant for religion; had forbearance been (in the feature of) a man, 
it would have been a righteous one, 


Beware of [expressing] boredom, for it is [a sign] of folly and 
meanness! Do not let the one who is not your like attend your 
sessions and choose the men of courage. Jude by what is apparent 
(and evident) and leave the secrets and the hidden matters to the 
Knower [God]. Give up saying, ‘I suppose!’ or ‘It seems to me!’ There 
is no room for ambiguity in religion. Do not dispute with the 
fools and the legal experts (fagibs); because the lattes will deprive 
you of his blessings and the former will dishearten you by his evils 
Do not dispute with the People of the Book except in a manner thar 
is recognized by the Qur'an and the senna. Do not accustom yourself 
to laughter, for it effaces your eminence and make your enemy 
brazen against you. Beware of accepting gifts from the adversaries 
and be wary of the internal (secret) side of affairs! 


He who trusts in a foolish woman and consults with her and 
consents co her will shall regret. Beware of the tears of the faithful, 
for the one who moves them to tears will be shattered; and those 
tears will put out the seas of fire of such persons. Do net humiliate 
the adversaries and do not chide and repel one who has asked. Do 
not associate with nonjurist in judgment sessions and do not 
consult with them in your verdicts, for consultation is done only in 
warfare and in urgent expediencies. Religion is not a matter of 
opinion; rather, it is a matter of following and obedience. Do not 
waste the obligatory practices while depending on supererogatories. 


Do good to him who has done evil to you; forgive him who has 
done injustice to you; pray for one who has assisted you; give him 
who has deprived you and be humble to him who has granted to you 
Be thankful to God for what He has granted to you and praise Him 
for what He tried you with, Knowledge consists of theee things: the 
explicit verses (of the Qur'an), the established Sunnah (tradition) and 
the moderate obligation and their criteria is what we command (they 
are measured by our command and loyalty te us), 


1, Da‘a im ab-Islam, vol. 2, p. 534, h. 1807, 
2, Da'a'im ab-tslm, vol. 2, p. $34, h. 1898 
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374, Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) — to Rifa‘ 


“Do not make judgment when you 
are angry, nor when you are drowsy.”! 


375, Imam ‘Ali (as.) — in his letter to Muhammad ibn Abi Bale: “If 


you judge among people, you should be humble, treat them 
leniently, have a cheerful face before them and have equal looks 
at them so that the chief will not expect your injustice in their 
favor and the weak will not despair of your justice for them.”* 


376, Imam ‘Ali (a.s.): “The one who practices justice should treat 


377. Imam ‘Ali (as. 


people equally in pointing and looking at them and in 
seating.”® 


It behooves a judge to avoid paying attention 
to only one of the litigants. He must share his glances at them 
equally and not to let one party show injustice to the other.” 


378. Imam al-Sadiq (a.s.): “A man came to stay with the Commander 


379, Awalt abLi'ale 


of the Faithful [as a guest] for a few days and he brought up a 
lawsuit that he had not earlier informed him about. The 
Commander of the Faithful asked him if he were one of the 
litigants and he said that he was. Then he said: “Keep away 
from us, Verily the Messenger of God (5.a.w.) has prohibited 
that one litigant be a guest [to the judge] unless the other one 
also be with him.”* 


5 
Dismissing Judges who Violate the Rules of Judgment 


“The Commander of the Faithful appointed 
‘Abu al-Aswad al-Du'li as 4 judge, then he dismissed him. He 
[Aba al-Aswad] asked him: “Why did you dismiss me, whereas I 
did not commit any crime nor betrayed?” 


“Ali (acs) replied: “I noticed that your voice was louder than 
that of the litigant.”® 


Da‘a'im abtslam, vol, 2p. $31, b. 1908, Dastar Ma'atim at Efikam, p. 63. 


Tuba al-Ughul, p. 17, Bibar al-Anwar, vol. 3, p. 586, by 133 

alKafi, vol. 7, p.413, 5, Tabdhib abAbkam, vol. 6p. 226, 543, Nash abRaya, 
vol. 4 ps 73 

Da't ine abislams, vol. 2, p- 933, By 1895 

abKafi, vol. 7, ps Ald, he 8, Tehdhe 
yahdarahn abagih, vo. 3 pe 12, b. 3 
Avwalt ab Li'ale, vol. 2, p. 383, BS 


abAbkam, vol. 6 p, 226, bi. 545, Man ta 
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1/6 
Watching over the Judgment of the Judges 


380, Imam ‘Ali (as.) — in his instructions to Malik al-Ashtar after 


mentioning to him how to sclect judges: “Then, investigate 


frequently his decisions.”! 


381, Imam ‘Ali (a.s:) — to Shurayh: “Beware of carrying out a verdict 
concerning retaliation (gisds), divinely decreed penalties and the 
rights of Muslims without informing me about it ~ God 
willing!”* 


382, Imam al-Sadiq (as.): “When the Commander of the Faithful 
appointed Shurayh as a judge, he warned him not to carry out 
any verdict unless he informs him about it.”? 


17 
Warning against Unjust and Reckless Judgments 


383, Imam ‘Ali (a.s.): “The vilest act is the injustice of the judges." 


384, Imam ‘Ali (a.s.): “He whose judgments are unjust, his power will 
vanish.”® 


385. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.): “Among all the people the most detested before 
God Almighty are two kinds of people: ... and the one who has 


1. Nabj aBalaghab, Leweer'83, Bibar abAnwar, vol. 38, p: 605, b. 744, 


2. Tabdbth abApkam, vol. 6, p. 226, W541, abKaff, vol. 7p. 412 he 1, Man ta 
“yabdarabn al Fagih, vol. 3, p18, b. 3283, 


3. al-Kafi, vol. 2, p.407, h. 3, Tahdhih aAbkam, vol. 6, p.211, by 310, Da ‘ime al dsm, 
vol. 2p. 534, h. 1898 


4, Ghuraral-Llikam, h. 3011, ‘Cyan al-Hikam wa at Mawa'tg, p. 109, h. 2671 
5. Ghurar ab-Llikans, h, 7943, Upain al-Llikam wa at Mawoa'ig, p. 454, 8164 
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selected the ignorant to live with, he is enshrouded by the 
darkness of seditions. Those so-called humans have named him 
a scholar but he has not lived soundly even for a day. He wakes 
up early to collect the things the less of which is better (for 
him) than its abundance (worldly things) until when he has 
quenched his thirst from polluted water (wickedness) and 
acquired meaningless things in his mind. He sits among the 
people as a judge responsible for solving whatever is confusing 
to the others and if he opposes a judge preceding him, he 
himself will not be secure from his verdict being invalidated by 
the one who is to come after him, as he did to the preceding 
ones. If an ambiguous problem is presented before him, he 
prepares pleonastic arguments for it of his own accord and 
passes judgment on their basis and considers it right. 


Thus, he is entangled in the confusion of doubts like the 
one in the spider's web, not knowing whether he was right or 
wrong (in his endeavors). He does not consider it as knowledge 
what he does not himself accept and believes in no religion 
except what he has come to believe himself. If he measures 
something with another, he will not disclaim his own view; 
and if he is confused, he will conceal it lest they tell him he 
does not know, for he is well aware of his own ignorance. Thus, 
he ventures and makes judgments, He is the key to darkness, 
secking doubts and wandering astray in ignorance. 


He does not apologize for what he does not know so ay to 
remain safe, He does not strive to ascertain knowledge through 
which he would be able to make gains. He scatters the 
traditions as the wind scatters the dry leaves. The (lost) 
heritages will weep because of him and blood will cry on his 
account (civil and penal laws of Islam will be corrupted by 
him), By his judgments, unlawful relations (with women) 
become lawful and lawful becomes unlawful. He is neither to 
be trusted in the verdicts he passes nor is competent in what is 
performed by him; for he [only] claims to have knowledge 
about rights.”! 


1. al-Kaf, vol. 1, p. $5, h. 6, akNabj abBulaghad, Sermon 19, abdrbad, vol. 1, p. 23, 
abtliija, vol tp. 62h, 193 
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386. 


1/8 
The Imam’s Direct Judgments 


‘Aweali al-Li'alt: “Ali (a.s.) is reported to have been sitting in the 
mosque of Kufa to judge and there was a special platform for 
this purpose called the platform of judgment (dakkatw’l 
gada).”' 

Irshad alQulab: “Wt is ceported that when ‘Ali (a.s.) would come 
back from a battle, he would dedicate some time to educating 
people and judging between them,” 


Imam ‘Ali (as.) — from his sermon when he assembled the 
people and exhorted them to jihad and they remained silent: 
“What is the matter with you? Are you dumb?” 


A group of them replied: “O Commander of the Faithful! If 
you go forth we shall be with you.” 


Whereupon the Commander of the Faithful said; “What has 
happened to you? You may not be guided aright or shown the 
right path! Should 1 in these circumstances go forth? In fact, at 
this time one of the brave and the valorous among you whorn | 
select should go out. It does not behoove me to leave the army, 
the city, the public treasury, the land revenue and the 
dispensation of justice among Muslims and looking after the 
demands of the claimants; and then follow one contingent 
after the other moving here and there like a featherless arrow 
moving in the quiver. I am the axis of the mill. It rotates 
around me while I remain in my position. As soon as I leave it 
the center of its rotation would be disturbed and its lower 
stone would also be disturbed. By God, this is a very bad 
opinion.”* 


1, Awalt al-Li'alt, vol. 2, p. 344, he 
2. Irshad al-Qulub, p. 218, ‘Uddat al-Da’s, p. N01, Bihar abAnwar, vol 108, p. 16, h.2 
\. Naki al-Balaghah, Sermon 119, 
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389, 


"9 
Consistency in Judgment Procedures 
Settlement of Judges’ Difference 


Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) ~ in his instructions to Malik al-Ashtar: “...Then, 
you should do your best to select judges from amongst the best about 
the traditions and the most knowledgeable reporters. They should 
not disagree nor dispute regarding the verdict of God and the 
traditions of Ilis messenger (s.a.w.). Disagreements regarding the 
verdict results in the waste of justice, inadvertence in the religion and 
cause of divergence. God has shown what to do and what to offer; 
and ordered to refer what they are ignorant of to those with whom 
God has entrusted the knowledge of His Book and authorized them 
the issuing of rulings.” 


“Divergence of judges arises when tyranny controls them and each 
depends on his own opinion without referring to those whose 
leadership is obligated by God. Neither the religion nor its followers 
will be righteous through such behaviors. Judges should issue 
verdicts according to what they know from the Prophet's traditions 
and practices. If it is impossible for them to judge in a case, they 
should refer to its rightful people. If a qualified person is not 
available, they should discuss the case with the Muslim jurisprudents 
They should nor leave this to others." 


“Pwo judges of the Muslim community should never issue 

different rulings regarding one case without referring 1t to the Leader. 
Hence, the Leader will judge in that matter according to his 
knowledge that he received from God. The owo judges then should 
agree on the Leader's ruling whether it corresponds or differs from 
their opinions. You should have a piercing eye in this matter 
because this religion has formerly been a prisoner in the hands of 
vicious people when action was taken according to passion and 
‘worldly wealth was sought.” 
""Wrice letters to the judges of your regions ordering them to raise 
fare you any question of judgment about which they dispute. You 
should sce into these rulings, authorize any ruling that you find 
consistent with God’s Book, the Prophets traditions and your leader's 
instruction, and order the judges to follow. Regarding matters that you 
are in doubt you should gather the jurisprudents you and discuss the 
matter with them. Authorize what Muslim scholars unanimously agree 
upon in your presence. Each matter about which the subjects 
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dispute should be referred to the leader and he should seek God's 
aid and do his best to enforce the law and force the subjects to 
follow his commandment. There is no strength save in God.”! 


390, Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) — Griticizing the scholars’ differences in divine 
rulings: “When a problem is put before anyone of them he passes 
judgment on it from his imagination. When exactly the same 
problem is placed before another of them he passes an opposite 
verdict. Then these judges go to the leader who had appointed 
them and he confirms all the verdicts, although their God is One, 
their Prophet is one, and their Book (the Qur'an) is one.” 

“Is it God who ordered them to differ and they obeyed Him? 
Or He prohibited them [rom it but they disobeyed Him? Or (is it 
that) God sent an incomplete Faith and sought their help to 
complete it? Or they were His partners in the affairs, thus they 
have the right to say and He has ro agree? Or is it that God the 
Glorified sent a perfect faith but the Prophet fell short of 
conveying it and handing it over (to the people)? The fact is that 
God the Glorified says: “We have not omitted anything front the 
Book,..°* and in it there is an explanation for everything, and He 
the almighty, says that one part of the Qur'an verifies another 
part and that there is no divergence in it, as He says: “Had if beew 
from [someone] other than God, they would have sely found much 
discrepancy in it.” Indeed the outward (manifest) aspect of the 
Qur'an iy wonderful and its inward (nonmanifest) aspect is deep 
(in meaning). Its wonders will never disappear, its marvels will 
never pass away and darkness cannot be cleared except through 


in” 
7/10 
Execution of Legal Punishment on Near of Kin and 
Strangers 
391, Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) — in his sermon: “The most important 


responsibility of a ruler towards his subjects is to make certain that 
they performed theit religious duties and what God has imposed on 
them. Certainly, itis upon us to command you with what God has 


1, Tubaf al'Ugat, p. 136, Bibar 

2. Qur'an, 638 

3. Qur'an, 42. 

4. Nabj al Baldghah, Sermon 18, al [bajaj vol. 1, p- 620, h. 122, Bihar atAnwar, vol. 3, 
284), L 


Anwar, val. 7h po 281, BL 
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commanded you [to do] and prohibit you from what God has 
prohibited you from [doing], It is also upon us to carry out 
God's commands on both the people who are near and those 
who are far [in kinship] and not to heed, that on whom justice 
is being administered.”" 


392, Imam alBagir: “The Commander of the Faithful ordered 
Qanbar to whip a man as legal penalty. He gave the man the 
due lashes plus three more so ‘Ali (as) retaliated him with 
three lashes in return.” 


393, Imam al-Sadiq (as): “The Commander of the Faithful said to 
“Umar ibn a-Khattab, ‘There are three things that if you take 
heed of and act accordingly, you will be free from needing 
other things and if you abandon them, other things will be of 
no benefit to you.” 

“Umar asked: “What are these three, O Abu al-Hasan!” 

“The Imam said: “Executing legal penalty on the near and 
the far [of kin}; administering justice on the basis of the Book 
of God in both [states of] anger and satisfaction; and equitable 
distribution among the black and the white.” F 

“Umar said: “By my life, you said it tersely and cloquently.”* 


See: The Encyclopedia of Aur al-Mu'minin, Vol. VU, Section 
VU, Chapter Four (Najashi, Tariq [bn “Abdullah). 
"WM 
Submission to Judgment 


394. alKamil fr al-Tartkh ~ narsated by alSha'bi: “Ali (a.s.) found 
his shield with a Christian and he (as.) took him to Shurayh 
[the judge], sat beside him and said: “This is my shield.” 


“(he Christian said: This is my own shield and the 
Commander of the Faithful is not a liar!” 

“Shurayh asked ‘Ali (a.s.); “Do you have any proof” 

“Ali (as.) laughingly said: “No.” 

“The Christian took the shield, walked a few steps away and 
then returned and said: “I bear witness that these are the 


\.alGharat, wal. 2, p. 50), Bihar ab Amar, vol. 27, p. 284 h. 15 

2 alKafy, vol. 7, p. 260, ht, Tabdhrb al Aba, vol, 10, p. 27%. 085, Daa ‘im al 
Islam, vol. 2,p. 4, b. 1592 

3, Tabdbih al Abkatm, wol. 6 p- 227, hy 547, Tartch abYa'gubi, vol. 2, p. 208, Managib 
‘Ali ibn Abe Tali, vol 2, p. 147 
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395, 
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Prophetic judgments. The Commander of the Faithful brought me to 
his judge and he judged against him,” 

Then the Christian converted to Islam and admitted that ‘Ali 
(as.) had unknowingly dropped the shicld on his way co Siffin. ‘Ali 
(a.s.) was pleased that he embraced Islam and granted him the shield 
and a horse as well. The Christian took part in the battle against the 
Khawarij with him.”! 


395. al-Ghavat — narrated by Sha'bi: “Ali (as) found his shield with a 
Christian. He took him to Shurayh and made a complaint against 
him, When Shurayh noticed him, he headed for another direction 
"Ali (as.) said: "Stay where you are!” He went (o him, sat beside him 
and said: “This is my shield and I have not sold it nor given it 
away.” 

Shurayb told the Christian: “What does the Commander of the 
Faithful say?" 

The Christian said: “This is my shield and in my view the 
Commander of the Faithful is not a Las.” 

Shurayh turned towards ‘Ali (as.) and asked: “Do you have any 
evidence?” He said that he did not 

So Shurayh passed the verdict in favor of the Christian, Then he 
happily set out to go, but he returned and said: “Let it be known, | 
bear witness that this is [the type of] Prophets’ judgments. ‘The 
Commander of the Faithful brought me to his own judge and he 
passed a verdict against him! | bear witness that there is no god but 
Allah who is One and without partners. | also bear witness that 
Muhmmad (:.4.w,) is His servant and His Messenger. | swear by God, 
© Commander of the Faithful chat this shield is yours! It dropped 
off from your tawny camel while you were on your way 10 Siffin 
along with your troops.” 

The Commander of the Faithful said: “Now that you have 
embraced Islam, keep the shield for yourself” and he (a.s.) mounted 
him on a horse [grant it ¢o him|.”" 


396. Rabe’ alAbrar: “A man raised 4 complaint with ‘Umar against ‘Al: 
(a.s.) who was sitting down. ‘Umar looked at ‘Ali (a.s.) and said: “O 
Abu al-Hasan! Get up and sit next to your plaintiff ‘All {as,) stood 
up and sat next to hus plaintiff and they both began ¢o debare, Then 
the man left and ‘Ali (a.s.) returned to his place.” 
“Umar found him troubled in his face and asked him: "O Abit ale 
Hasan! Why do I see you disturbed? Are you upsec about what 
happened?” 


1. atKamil fi al-Tartk, vol, 2, p. 443, Jaseabir ab-Mapalib, vob. 2, p. 127 
2, alGbardt, vol. 1, p. 124, Bihar alvlmear, vol. 101, p. 290, h. 4, al Bidayar wa al 
Nihaya, vol. & p.4 
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He said: “Yes.” 

“Umar asked: “Why 

“Ali(as,) replied: “You called me by my Aunya (nickname) in 
the presence of the plaintiff. Why did you not say: “O ‘Ali? Get 
up and sit next to your plaintiff?” 

‘Umar held ‘Ali's (a.s,) head [in his hands] and kissed 
between his eyes and then he said: “May my father be sacrificed 
for you! Through you God has guided us and by you He 
brought us forth from darkness into light.”! 


ye" 


7/12 


‘The Status of the Interests of the Islamic State in the Issuing 
of Verdicts 


397, al-Gharét — nareating from Shurayh, “‘Ali (a.s.) sent an order to 
me: “Judge as you have judged before until the affairs of the 
people are settled.” 


398. Sharh Nahj al-Baldghah — explaining ‘Ali's (a.s.) statement: “If 
my steps stand firm on these slippery places, I would alter 
several things": Without doubt, in certain legal ordinances and 
events he moved in a direction which contradicted the 
companions (jababah) declarations such as amputation of the 
thief’s tips of fingers [rather than the whole hand], sale of 
mothers of one’s children (slave-maid), etc; what prevented 
him from reforming the previous ordinances was his 
involvement in the battles against the rebels and the Kharijites, 
to which he referred as madabid (turbulences or slippery places) 
and in which he wished his steps would stand firm. The 
he ordered his judges: “to judge as you have judged before so 
that people remain united.” Here the word ‘hatta’ suggests that 
he allowed them to follow the previous procedures in judgment 
so long as the people's integration is maintained; and |it is 
evident] that the clauses after ‘hatta’ are in contrast to the main 
clauses (this means that when there is no fear of division, do 
not follow the previous procedures any more).”” 


L Rabr' al-Abrar, val. 3, p. 595, al Managib, p. 98, h, 99, Sharh Nady al Balaghah, vol 
17, poo. 
2. alGharat, vol. |, p. 128. 


3. Sharh Nabj al Balaghah, vel. 19, p. 161 
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Chapter Eight 
Security Policies 


8/1 


Importance of Security 


399. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.): “The worst of countries is a country that has 
neither security nor prospesity.”" 


400. Imam ‘Ali (as.):“O God! You know what we did was neither to 
seek power nor to acquire anything from the vanities of the 
world, Rather we wanted to restore the signs of Your religion 
and to bring prosperity into Your cities so that the oppressed 
among Your worshippers might, be safe and Your forsaken 
commands might be established.”” 


401. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) — in his instructions to Malik al-Ashtar: “By the 
will of God, the soldiers are the fortresses of the people, the 
adornment of the rulers, the honor of religion, the routes of 
security and the people’s affair will not be firm except through 
them. Never reject a peace treaty to which your enemy calls you 
to and which is accepted by God, for in peace there is ease for 
your soldiers, relaxation from your worries and security for 
your land.”* 


402. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.}: “The fact is that people have no choice but to 
have a ruler, good or bad, in whose rule the faithful persons 
perform (good) acts, while the unfaithful enjoy (worldly) 
benefits until God would therein bring all to end. Through 
the ruler, public assets are callected, the enemy is fought, 


1. Gburar al-Hikam, b. $684, ‘Uyan atdikam wa atMawa ig, p. 298, h. 3253. 

2. Nabj atBalaghah, Sermon 131, Tadhkira alXbawas, 0.120 

3. Nabj alBalaghab, Letter 53, Tuhaf alUgit, p. 131, Tid, p. 145. Also see: Da‘a'im 
abdslam, vol. lp 387 
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roads are protected and the right of the weak is taken from the strong 
until the virtuous enjoys peace and protection from (the oppression 
of) the wicked.”! 


8/2 
Collecting Information 


403. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) —in his letter to his administrators: “In the Name of 
God, the AllBeneficent, the All-Mercifid. From the servant of God, ‘Ali 
the Commander of the Faithful to whomever of the administrators 
that reads my letter; Now, some men who have sworn allegiance to us 
have now escaped. We suspect that they have moved towards the 
cities of the Basra region. Ask about them from your townspeople 
and assign secret agents throughout your land over them, Then write 
to me whatever you find about them. Wassalam!”* 


404, Wag'at Siffin: “Ali (as.) mentioned that the next morning he would 
be setting out to fight against Mu‘awiya. The news reached Mu'awiya 
and the people of Sham fell intoa panic and were shattered by this 
[rumor], Mu'awiya ibn alDabhak ibn Sufyan — she standard bearer 
of the Bani Salim tribe~ was with Mu‘awiya while antagonizing him 
and the people of Shim and favoring the people of Iraq and ‘Ali ibn 
‘Abu Talib (as). He used co write the news to ‘Abdullah ibn Tufayl 
alAmiri and he would then send them to ‘Ali (a.s.)."" 


40s. ‘at Siffin; “Ali (a.s.) sent a group to obstruct the source of the 
to Mu‘awiya who then dispatched al-Dabhak iba Qays al-Fihri 
along with a group of soldiers towards them and dispersed the group 
sent by “Ali (a.s.) 

Ali's (as.) secret agents came back and reported what had 
happened to him (a.s.), so "Ali (as.) asked his companions: “What 
shall we do?” 


A group said, do this and the other said do that; when he noticed 
their discrepancy, be ordered them [to be prepared] to launch an 
assault on Mu'awiya, He led them to the battle (of Siffin) and the 
people of Sham were defeated.” 


1. Nay atBataghah, Sermon 40 

2. alGharat, vol, 1, p. 337, Bibar alAnwar, val. 3, p. 407, h. 628 

3, Wag'at Sif, p. aes 

4. Wag'at Siffia, p. 360, Bibar alAncear, vol. 32, p. 300, b. 43, Sharh Nabi alBalaghah, 
vol. 8, p39 
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406, Ansab alAshraf “Ali's (a.s.) secret agent in Sham came to him 
and handed him a report on Busr. This secret agent is said to 
have been Qays ibn Zurara ibn ‘Ame ibn Hityan alHamadani 


who used to report all news from Sham to him.”! 


407. Imam ‘Ali (as.) — from his letter to ‘Abdullah ibn Badil: 
“Beware of encountering the enemy's troops until I come to 
you! Send the secret agents toward them and make sure they 
carry arms with them to fight with, The secret agents should be 
from among the brave troops; for the coward would not bring 
you correct reports. You and whoever is with you should abide 
by my commands, by the will of God, Wassalam.”* 

408. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) — in his report on the battle of Siffin: “A man 
from the Himyar tribe by the name of Hagin ibn Malik was 
with Mu‘awiya and used to have correspondence with ‘Ali ibn 
Abi Talib (as.), informing him about the weaknesses of 
Mu' awiya.”® 


8/3 
Reforming the Enemies 


409, Imam ‘Ali (a.s.): “He who reforms his enemy has [indeed] added 
to the number of his company.”* 


410, Imam ‘Ali (a,s.): “He who reforms the opponents will achieve 
his goal."* 


L Anni Al Ashraf, vol.3, p.312 


2 alMi yar x 


abMutoazin, p. 131 


3, abuts, vol. 3, p.78 


Gburar al Hikam, bh. 8230, ‘Uys ab-Hikam soa al Maw ‘iz, p43, , 1838 
5. Ibid, b. 204s. 
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411, Imam ‘Ali (as.): “The most complete of prudence is reforming 
the opponents and acting moderately with the enemies.”! 


412, Imam ‘Ali (a.s.): “Reforming the enemies with nice words and 
decent behavior is more convenient than confronting them and 
fighting against them with pain and suffering.” 


413. Imam “Ali (a.s.): “Doing good to him who wrongs us reforms 


him.”? 


414, Imam ‘Ali (a.s.): “In the past the wise used to say: “Ir is befitting 
to frequent houses of others for ten purpos 


First, to the House of God Almighty for performing the rituals 
lof Hajj], discharging God’s right and fulfilling His obligatory 
commands; 

... and nine to the houses of the enemies those who by 
tolerance their turbulence would calm down and by leniency 
and visitation, their hostility would be repelled." 

415. Imam ‘Ali (as.): “Refraining from annoying [others] would 
reform the hearts of the enemies.”* 

416. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.): “Shake hands with your enemy, even though he 
dislikes it, for it is one of the things to which God has enjoined 
his servants, [where] Ile says: “Repel fevil] with what is bet. [If 
you do so,] behold, be between whom and you was enmity, will be as 
though he were a sympathetic friend, But none is granted it except 
those who are patient and none is granted it except the greatly 
endowed.”*" 

1 Ibid, h. 7232 

2. Ibid, J. 1926 

3. [bid, h. 1517. 

acalKbisal,p. 426, .3, Bidar al Ans 

5. Ghurar al-Hikam, bh. 9784, 


6. Que’an, 41:34 =35, ab Khisal, p. 633, b. 10, Bibar abAncedr, vol, 71, p. At, he 


vol. 78, p61, bi | 


1 ab-Rhisal, p. 633, h, 10, Bibar abncodr, vol. 1, p. 421, h. 58 


488 Imam Ali and Political Leadership 


fas bly S542 Bae 131 


* ILE le BGM oy pS ware 422 


$80¢ 321 De ello BM 


HALA ba Ht as 


SI BNSC 58 til yp SEI ce 10139 eS 
file Jag hg Te ads 85752 470 yo lll SLI 9379 ¢ je 
F8Dgo Ve spe Milan 195 yo alg ASHE ee 


elie gb 3D ge Vb WING] SUSI TEL 
10301G pH AN 


Chapter Eight: Security Policies 489 


417. 


418, 


419, 
420, 


a2. 


422, 


Shark Nabj al Balaghab, vol. 20, 


Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) - from an aphorism attributed to him: "If your 
enemy pretended friendship and honesty to you, accept it with 
warm friendship, for if he goes on with this [attitude] and gets 
accustomed to it, his friendship will become sincere.”! 


3/4 
Compromise along with Sagacity 
Imam ‘Ali (as.): “I found compromising more beneficial than 


combating, so long as it does not weaken Islam.” 


Imam ‘Ali (a.s.): “The best of advice is guiding to reconciliation.”* 


Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) - in his instructions to Malik al-Ashtar: “Never 
reject a peace to which your enemy calls you and in which is 
God’s pleasure, for in peace there is case for your soldiers, 
relaxation from your worries and security for your land. But be 
cautious, very cautious, with your enemy after (having made) 
peace with him, for the enemy may have drawn near in order to 
take advantage of (your) negligence, Therefore be prudent and 
have doubts about trusting your enemy in this (matter}.”* 


8/5 
Extreme Warning against the Enemy 


Imam ‘Ali (a.s.): “One who is asleep (negligent), [others] are not 
asleep (negligent) about him,”* 


Imam ‘Ali (as.): “Be extremely vigilant against your enemy.” 


e221, hy oan, 


2, Ghurar al-Hikam: 10138, ‘Uyun alllikam wa alMazea iz, p. $06, b. 9288 


367 


hurar ab Hikam, b. 9309, 'Upin a 


‘Hikam wa ab-Maroa'iz, 9.410, b. 8579, 


lahj ab Balaghah, Leet $3, Khaya ip al 'imma, p. 123, Da'a'im ab dam, vol. \ p 


5, Nabj at Balaghab, Letter 62, alGharat, vol. |, p. 321 
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423. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.: “Do not feel safe from any enemy, even if he 
expresses appreciation.” 
424, Imam ‘Ali (as.): “The worst of enemies is he who is more 


insightful and more covert in conspiracies.” 


425, Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) — from an aphorism attributed to him: “Be 
more wary of a secretive enemy than the enemy who openly 
fights against you.” 


426. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.): “The weakest enemy in deception is he who 
manifests his enmiry.”" 


427, Imam ‘Ali (as): “He who manifests his hostility is less 
deceitful.”* 


428. Imam ‘Ali (as.): “Do not be deceived by the enemy’s flattery, 
for the enemy is like water which, although taking long to boil 
with fire, it does not fail to put it out.”* 


4, Ibid, 10197 

2. Ibid, 5781, 

3, Sharh Naby ul-Balaghab, vol, 2, p. 31te B. S13 

4. Ghurar al Hikam, b, 3958, Sharh Nabj al-Balaghab, vol. 20, p. 343, 8. 97, 

S. Ghunar al-Likam, bi. 7956 

6. Ghwrar ab-Hilaem, bh 10298 

Imam alBagir (as.) says: “When the Commander of the Faithful (a,) came down 
to the region of Nabrawan, he asked about Jamul ibo Bashir, Anushirwaa’s 
seribe. They said he was still alive and having (his| daily sustenance. He oxdered 
him to be summoned, When he arrived, “Ali (as) found him sound in, nis 
senses (except for his sight), clearminded and highly talented. He asked hum 
“O Jamul! How should a person be?” 
He Said: "He should have few friends and many enemies!” 

The Imam said: "You uttered a strange thing, ©. Jamil, as people are 
unanimous that itis better to have many friends.” 

He said: "Ie is not as they suppose; for when something is iinposed on friends, 
they do not act as they should, there is also a proverb in this regard which says: 
“The ship sank because it had too many sailors." 
‘The Commander of the Baithful said: "I bave tried this and it is trugj but what 
benefit is theee in having many enemies?” 
He said: "When there are too many enemies, man is always cautious aad careful 
not to utter a word by which to get stuck [in trouble], or make a blunder to be 
reprimanded for. ‘Therefore, he is always protected from erring.” The 
Commander of the Faithful approved this, (al-Da'wat, p. 297, b. 65, Bibar al- 
Ansar, vol. ¥, p. 345) 


Imam Ali and Political Leadership 


ile ply! 429 


4] Zyl Pal d-uss 430 


102 78 jp 


231g 28250 20¢ titty 


541g 2090 20g aly VM one tT 
a3 C5 KIA 


10198 etl 


2g pS A A 


Chapter Eight: Security Policies 493 


429. 


430. 


431. 


8/6 

Warning against Undercstimating the Enemy 
Imam ‘Ali (as.): “Do not underestimate any of the enemies, 
even if they are weak.”! 


Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) - from an aphorism attributed to him; “Beware 


of underestimating the enemy, for it bars you from vigilance. 
Many a small group has defeated a great group!”” 


Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) - from an aphorism attributed to him: “Do not 
underestimate the power of your enemy when you are fighting 
with him, for if you win [the battle], you will not be praised 
and if he defeats you, you are not excused. The weak that keeps 
a watchful eye on the powerful enemy is closer to safety than 
the powerful who is conceited of his own power over the 
weak.” 


8/7 
Warning against Consultation with the Enemy 
Imam ‘Ali (a.s.): “He who seeks consultation with his enemy is 
ignorant.”* 
Imam ‘Ali (a. 
news from him,”? 
): 


out the extent of their enmity and their goals.”° 


“Do not consult your enemy, and conceal your 


Imim ‘Ali (as.): “Consult your enemies only in order to find 


1, Ghurar al-Flikam, b. W216 


2, Sharb Nah al Balaghab, vol. 20, p. 


3. Sharh Nubj ab Bataghab, vol. 24, p. 309, be 34 
4. Ghurar al-Llikam, h. 6968 

5, Ibid, bh. 10198 

6 Thid, b, 2462 


494 Imam Ali and Political Leadership 


gla sldde gh S28 435 
* ys Lad 333 436 
8/8 
del Ssu) 


"fi as J je oy! ata aur 437 


Sho oY, SLE ES 


sone ysl st 


DEP Y 
10258c ip Stl, 


Lose 93 pe 78C Ly imp TBI ye Be iad a8 


19306 pSBIj,EN 


Hae 2832 


Chapter Eight: Security Policies 495 


435. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) - from an aphorism attributed to him: “As a 
test and trial, consult your enemy in order to realize the extent 
of his enmity.”! 

436. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.): “He who seeks help from his enemy for his 
need, will move farther away from it.” 


8/8 
Knowing the Right Time [seizing the opportunity] in 
Encountering the Enemies 

437. Imam ‘Ali (as): “Employ [the stratcgy of] waiting for 
possibilities and seizing the opportunity in order to gain 
victory.” 

438, Imam ‘Ali (as.): “Do not assault the enemy before you are 
powerful [enough].”" 


439, Imam ‘Ali (as): “Do not disclose your enmity to those over 
whom you have no power.”> 

440, Imam ‘Ali (a.s.): “Do not confront your enemy when he is 
advancing, as this will help him over you; nor confront him 
when he is retreating, as his withdrawal will be sufficient for 
you regarding his affair.”* 

441. Imam ‘Al : “It is most destructive to your enemy that you 
do not inform him that you have taken him as an enemy,”? 


442. Imam ‘Ali (as.) — from an aphorism attributed to him: “It is 
most fatal to your enemy that you do not let him know that 
you have taken him as an enemy.”* 


1. Shar Nahj abBalaghab, vol. 20, p. 317, by 634 

2 Ghurar al-Hikam, 8984 

3. Ghurar ab-Llikam, i. 2347 

Ibid, b, 1025s 

Kare abFawa id, vol. 2, p- (8, Bihir atArwar, vol. 78, p.93,b. 108, 
6, Ghurar at-Hikam, b. 1030 

1, Nathy al Durar, vol. p. 298 

Sharh Nak al-Bataghab, vol. 20, p. 283, by 244, 
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8/9 
Refraining from Punishment on the Basis of Conjecture 


443. alJamal, “Ibn ‘Abbas visited the Commander of the Faithful 
(a.s.) and he first started to speak and said: “O Ibn ‘Abbas! Do 
you have any news?" 


He said: “1 saw Talha and Zubair." 


He told him: “The two asked my permission for ‘Umra 
(pilgrimage) and I granted them permission after I had them 
pledge not to deceive, commit betrayal or get involved in 
corruption, © Ibn ‘Abbas! By God, they have no intention 
other than treason. I know that they have gone to Mecca to seek 
assistance against me; for the treacherous wicked Ya‘la ibn 
Munyah has taken the wealth of Iraq and Persia to spend it all 
The two men will soon ruin my affair and shed the blood of 
my followers and companions,” 

‘Abdullah ibn ‘Abbas said: “If you think so, why did you 
give them permission and why did you not put them in jail and 


shackle them so that you would save Muslims from their 
harm?” 


The Imam (as.) said: “O Ibn ‘Abbas! Are you asking me to 
hasten to tyrannize and practice evil instead of doing good and 
punish on the basis of conjecture and accusation? Far be it! By 
God, I will not withdraw from the pledge I made to God as to 
judge on the basis of justice and speaking the truth: 


O Ibn ‘Abbas! I gave them permission and I know what they 
will commit; however, I asked God for help against them and | 
swear by God that I will kill them and make them hopeless and 
they will not fulfill their wish, for God will punish them for 
their injustice and transgression towards me and their violation 
of my allegiance and persecuting me.”! 


LL alfamal, p. 166 
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444. Tarikb alTabart - narrated from Jundab: “When ‘Ali (a.s.) was 

informed about the afflictions and tragedies inflicted upon of 
Bani Najiya and the murder of their chief, he said: “May his 
mother fall [die]! How feeble-minded he was and how daring he 
was towards God! Once somebody came to me and said, “There 
are men among your companions who, I fear, may separate 
from you, What do you think of them?” 

Ttold him: “I do not administer punishment on the basis of 
accusation, nor do I chastise on the basis of assumptions. I do 
not fight against anyone but the one who has antagonized me 
and manifested his enmity towards me and that I will not start 
to fight him [but] after I have invited him and presented my 
proofs to him. Then, if he repents and returns to us, I will 
accept him as one of our brothers; but if he refused and wished 
for nothing but battle against us, we will ask God to help us 
against him and will fight him. May God keep away from me 
what Ie wishes!” 

Once again he came to me and said: “ fear that ‘Abdullah 
ibn Wahab al-Rasbi and Zaid ibn Husayn would ruin your 
affair. T heard them say things about you that if you hear, you 
will not let them go unless you kill or chastise them. So never 
release them from the prison.” 

1 said: “I will consult with you about them, so what do you 
suggest?” He said: “ suggest you send for them and kill them,” 

Then I found out that he was neither pious nor wise, so L 
said: “By God, | do not suppose you are pious, nor helpful or 
wise. By God, even if I ever wanted to kill them, it would be 
more fitting for you to say to me; “Be wary of God! Why do 
you consider their blood as lawful since they have neither 
killed anyone, nor have they risen up in war against you, or 
given up obeying you?”! 

445, Imam al-Sadiq: “The Commander of the Faithful ‘Ali ibn Abi 
Talib (a,s.) used to say to the people in Kufe: “O people of 
Kufa! You suppose that I do not know what sets you aright? 
Yes, I do. But I do not like to do so by ruining myself [using 
unlawful means|.”* 


1, Tarikh alFiebart, vol. 4 p. 131, Sharh Nabj alBalag 
vol. 1, p. 371 


2, abAmalt by al Mufid, p. 207, hi. 40, Bihar abAnenar, vol. 41, p. 110, b. 18 


rab, vol. 3, p. 148, al-Gharat, 
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446. alGharat — reporting on the desertion of Khirrit ibn Rashid, 
who was one of the Kharijis, from the Commander of the 
Faithful: “Abdullah ibn Qa‘in said: “...1 came to the 
Commander of the Faithful and reported to him what I had 
heard about Khirit, what I had told his cousin and the 
response he had given me.” 


The Imam said; “Leave him alone. If he accepts the truth 
and returns, we will recognize that and accept it from him; and 
if he rejects it, we will send for him.” 


I said: “O Commander of the Faithful! Why do you not 
seize him right now to give his pledge of assurances [to be 
secure of his evils]? 


He said, “If we treat all those whom we accuse like this, then 
we should fill up prisons by them; and I do not believe it to be 
permissible to attack people, imprison them and punish them, 
unless they have openly expressed their antagonism towards 


us, 


See: The Encyclopedia of Commander of the Faithful, Vi, 447 
(The Revolt of Khirrit ibn Rashid). 


8/10 
Warning against Torture 
447. Imam ‘Ali (as.): “He who whips a person unjustly, God the 
Blessed and the Exalted will whip him with a whip of fire.”* 
448. Imam ‘Ali (a..): “The most detested person before God is one 
who bares a Muslim’s back unright(ully and beats a person who 
has not beaten him, or kills he who has not committed a 
murder.” 


L abGhavat, vol. 1, p. 335 & 335, Bihar al-Anwar, vol. 33, p. 407, h, 624, Sharh Nabj at 
Baldghah, vol. 3, p. 128 


2, Da‘a'im al-lstam, vol. 2, p. Sti, b. 1927 


3, Da'a im ablslint, vol. 2, p. tidy hi. 1551, Tabdbrb wb Apkaane, vol. 10, p. 148, h 588 
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449, 


450. 


si. 


452. 


Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) ~ in his letter to the chiefs [collectors] of land tax: 
“fen if there had been no fear of punishment for revolt and 
disobedience, which God has prohibited, the reward in keeping aloof 
from them would be enough lincentive] to abstain from going after 
them. Show mercy [on others} so as to be shown mercy; do not 
torture servants of God and do not charge them to that which is 
beyond their capacity.” 

Imam ‘Ali (as.): "O People! | called you to the Truth but you turned 
your back on me and I beat you with the lash bur you tired me out 
Know that after me you will be ruled by rulers who would not be 
content with this; rather they would torture you with whips and iron 
But I do not torture you with whips and iron, for whoever. tortures 
people in this world, God will torture him in the Herealter.”* 
Musnad Zatd — narrating from Zaid ibn ‘Ali (25,), from his father, 
from his grandfather about "Ali ibn Abi Talib (as): “In teuth, be 
['AL] (as.) told “Umar concerning a pregnant woman wha had 
admitted to committing adultery and “Umar had ordered her to be 
stoned: “Perhaps you have shouted at her or frightened her?” 

“Umar replied: “Phat is so.” 

“Ali (as) said: “Have you not heard the saying of the Messenger 
of God (s.a.w.): “There should be no legal punishment to the one 
who has confessed after being tortured. Indeed the confession of the 
person whom you shackle, incarcerate, or threaten is invalid?” 

He [the narrator] said: "Umar released the woman, then he said: 
"Women are unable to give birth 10 a son like ‘Ali ibn Abi Talib. If it 
was not for ‘Ali, ‘Umar would be perished.”” 


Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) — in his sermon at the beginning of his government 
“Surely, God has made unlawful the things which are not unknown 
and made lawful the things which are without defect. He has given 
precedence to the esteem of Muslims aver others. He has placed the 
rights of Muslims in the same grade of importance as sincerity [to 
Him Almighty] and monotheism. Therefore a Muslim is one from 
whose tongue and hand every (other) Muslim is safe except in the 
matter of truth, It is not lawful to harm another Muslim unless ir is 


obligatory." 


1. Wag'at Siffir, p. 108, Nabi alBalaghab, 


151, al Mi'yar wa al Mangia, p. 122 


2. alGhanit, vol. 2, p. 438, aldrshad, val. 4, p. 322, Sharh Nabj al-Balaghah, p. 2, p. 306 
4. Musnad Zaid, p. 335, Kashf al-Yagin, p. 73, h. $5, Dhak ir al"Ugbay p. 146 
4, Nabj al-Balaghab, Sermon 187, Bibar abAnwar, vol. 32, p. 40, 26, 
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a/ll 
Warning against Insult 


453. Imam “Ali (a.s.) — narrating from ‘Abdullah ibn Sharile “Iujr 
ibn ‘Adi and ‘Amr ibn Hamg went out while openly expressing 
their aversion and cussing the people of Sham, so ‘Ali (a.s.) sent 
a message to them to avoid what he had been informed about, 

The two came to ‘Ali (a.s,) and said: “O Commander of the 
Faithful! Are we not on the right path?” 


He said: “Yes 
They asked again: “Are they not on the wrong path?” 
He said: “Yes.” 


‘They suid: “Why then did you prevent us from cursing them?” 


He said: “I did not like you to be among the cursers and 
revilers who curse people and express aversion; but if you 
described their misbehavior and said: “Their conduct is such 
and their behavior is so”, it would be more appropriate in 
saying and more effective in excusing, If instead of cursing and 
disavowing them, you would say: “O God! Spare our blood and 
theirs, reconcile between us and them and deliver them from 
their misguidance so that the one who has ignored the truth 
knows it and the one who has attached himself to aggression 
and enmity refrains from it’, this would be dearer to me and 
better for you.” 


They both said: “O Commander of the Faithful! We accept 
your advice and we shall discipline ourselves by your good 


manners.” 


454, Imam ‘Ali(as): 
dishonors you.” 


“Do not dishonor your enemy even if he 


1, Wag/at Siffin, p. 103, Bibar-alAneede, vol. 22, p. 399, b. 309-375, Nak) al-Balaghah, 
Sermon 206, al-Akhbar alTiwal, p. 165 
2, Ghurar at Hikans, b. 10918 
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8/12 
Gentleness as long as There Is no Conspiracy 


455, Imam ‘Ali (as.): “Gentleness will soften the roughness of 
opposition and defiance.”! 


456, Imam ‘Ali (as.) ~in the aphorisms attributed to him: “Get close 
to your enemy to the extent that you may fulfill your need; and 
do not get to close to him lest you should debase your 
companions and yourself. Look at the stick erected before the 
sun, If you tilt it, the shadow will get longer and if you go to 
extremes in tilting the stick, the shadow will diminish.” 


457. Tarikh alTabar’ ~ narrating from ‘Abd al-Malik ibn Abi 
Hurrah alHanafi: “One day ‘Ali (as.) went out to give a 
sermon. He'was lecturing while the Khawarij were chanting in a 
corner of the mosque ‘there is no Sovereignty save for God’ (Ja 
uikan ille ti'lab): 

“Ali (as.) said: “God is the Greatest (Allah Akbar)! It is a true 
word but falsehood is intended. If they keep silent, we will 
abandon them: if they go on talking, we will debate with them; 
and if they rise against us, we will fight them.”* 


458. al Sunan al-Kubra —nacrating from Kathir ibn Namis: “While | 
was attending the Friday prayer and ‘Ali (a.s.) was on the pulpit 
when a man rose and said, ‘there is no Discretion belong only 
to God? (a pukon tila fi'tlab)!” 


Another person rose and said, ‘there is no Sovereignty save 
for God’! Then the Khawarij stood up from around the 
mosque. ‘Ali (a.s.) requested them to sit down and he said: “Yes, 
Sovereignty belongs to God alone; a word by which a falsehood 
is intended, We will deal with you according to the judgment 
of God. Let it be known that there are three issues regarding 
you that matters for me: 


So long as you are with us, we will not prevent you from 
the mosque in which you may utter the name of God; 


1 thi, p. 560 

2 Sharh Nab atBalaghab, vol. 2, p. 342. 923. 

1 Tarikb al-Tabari, vol. 5, p: 72, al Kamil fi al-Tartkh, vol, 2, p. 998, Ansab alsAsbri 
vol 3p. 138 
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So long as your hands are in ours, we will not deprive you of 
the public assets; and we will not fight against you unless you 
fight against us.” Then he went on with his sermon.”* 


459. al-Amwal — narrating from Kathir ibn Namir: “A man brought 
another man from the Khawarij to ‘Ali (as) and said, ‘O 
Commander of the Faithful! | saw this man cursing you." 

He said: “Curse him back, the same way as he cursed me.” 

He said: “He has threatened you!” 

Ali (as.) said: “I will not kill a person who has not killed 
me, 

Then he said: “They have three rights over us: not to prevent 
them from the mosques where they utter the name of God; not 
to deprive them of public assets so long as their hands are in 
ours and not to fight against them until they begin to fight 
against us.”” 


460. al-Musannif — narrating from Kathir ibn Namir; “A man 
brought another man from the Khawarij to ‘Ali (a.s.) and said 
he [and his group] have threatened you and then ran away and 
T caught this man.” 

The Imam said: “Should 1 kill the person who has not killed 
me" 
‘The man said: ‘He cursed you!” uy 
He said: “You either curse him or let him go,”* 
See The Encyclopedia of Commander of the Faithful, V1, 390 

(The Imam’s patience with the persecutions of the Khawarij 

and his tolerance towards them) 


8/13 


Exiling or Detaining the Plotters 


461, Sharh Naby al-Balaghah: “It is narrated that “Umran ibn 
Husayn was one of those who had deviated from “Ali (a.s.) and 
he (a,s.) had exiled him to Mada’in for he had said: “If “Ali 
dies, I do not know how his death will come! And if he is to be 
killed — thar I hope he will - I look forward to that!”* 


LealSunan al-Kubra, vol. & p. 319, hy 16763, Tartkh al-Tabart, vol. 5, p. 73, al-Kamit ft 


a Tanith, vo. 2, p. 398, 

2 alAmaol p. 245, 567, Kane al“Umrral vol typ. 300, bi. 9156 

3. al Musannif fr alAbadith wa al Athar, vol. tp. 615, b, 181, Kang at“ Ummmal, vol 1 
p. 319, h. 31616. 


4. Sharh Nabj al-Balaghab, vol, 4, p. 7 
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462. 


463. 


1 abGharae, 


al-Gharét ~ narrating from Said al-Ash' ari: “When setting out 
for Nahrawan, ‘Ali (a.s.) put a man from the Nakha’ tribe by 
the name of Hani ibn Hadha in his place, He wrote to ‘Ali 
(as) that: “The Ghani and Bahila tribes had revolted and 
prayed that your enemy gain victory [over you].”” 

‘Ali (a.s.) wrote back: “Deport them from Kufa and do not 
leave any of them therein."! 


Tarikh al-Tabart — narrating from Muhill ibn Khalifa: “A man 
from the Bani Sadus tribe called ‘Ayzar ibn Akhnas who 
believed in the Khawarij [sympathizing with them] set off on a 
trip towards them. In the outskirts of Mada’in, he ran into 
“Adi ibn Hatim who was accompanied by Aswad ibn Qays al- 
Muradi and Aswad ibn Yazid al-Muradi 


When ‘Ayzar encountered ‘Adi, he asked him: “Are you a 
healthy and successful person or a tyrannic and sinful one? 


‘Adi said: “healthy and successful.” 


The two Muradis said: “You only ask this out of the evil you 
have in you. We know for sure that you carry the views of the 
Khawarij, © ‘Ayzar! You shall not be separated until we take 
you to the Commander of the Faithful and report your state to 
him.” 


A short while later ‘Ali (a.s.) came and they reported to him 
saying: “O Commander of the Faithful! He is of the same 
opinion as that of the Khawarij, We know him.” 

He (as) said: “[The shedding of] his blood is not 
permissible to us; however, we will imprison him.” 

‘Adi ibn Hatim said: “O Commander of the Faithful! Leave 
him with me and I ensure that no harm would come to you 
from him.” ‘Ali (a.s.) left him with ‘Adi,”* 


33, P3558 


vol. 1, p. 18, Bihar al-Anmar, v 


2 Taribh al-Tabars, vol. 5, p. 89 
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Chapter Nine 


‘Warfare Policies 


of 
Attaching Importance to Military Training 


A. Training the Troops 

464, Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) — from his commandments to Ziyad ibn Nadr 
when he assigned him as the commander of his army in the 
battle of Siffin: “You should know that the vanguards of an 
army serve as their eyes and the eyes of the vanguard are their 
forerunners. Therefore when you leave your town and approach 
the enemy you should not feel weary to search for them because 
the informers are everywhere and in some of the defiles, woods, 
and secret places as well as every area so [be on your guard] that 
your enemies will not raid you or lay trap for you. 

Do not make the battalions and tribes proceed from 
morning to evening unless you want to mobilize them, so that 
when a matter occurs or a trouble befalls you are already 
mobilized for it 
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Your camp should be upon heights, slopes of the mountains, 
or in between rivers so that they will form fortresses for you 
and will prevent your enemies from reaching you. Your 
fighting should be from one or two fronts. Order the 
vanguards to settle on the summits of mountains, heights and 
on the edges of rivers. They should oversee for you sa that the 
enemies will not attack you from a fearful or secured place 

If you want to reside, you should reside collectively and when 
you want to continue your march, you should continue 
collectively. When you reside at night, you should encompass 
your camp with spears and armors. Put the archers behind the 
carriers of armors so that you will not be taken by surprise or 
inattentively. 

Guard your army yourself, Beware, you should not sleep 
unbrokenly and should not pass a night with deep sleep. You 
should keep up this method until you meet your enemy. 

You should be careful and deliberate in fighting. Beware of 
hasting unless a good opportunity arises for you. Do not fight 
before the enemy attacks you or you receive my order. Peace 
and God’s mercy be upon you.”! 


465. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) — from his commandments to Ma‘qal ibn Qays 
al-Riyahi when he was dispatched to Sham as the head of a 
three thousand strong vanguards: “Be wary of God before 
Whom attendance is inevitable and with other than Whom 
there is no meeting. Do not fight except with those who fight 
you. Travel in the two cool periods (i.e, morning and evening), 
Let the men have midday rest and sleep. Give them ease and 
comfort when marching and do not travel during early hours 
of night for God has made it for resting and has ordained it for 
staying, not for journeying, Therefore give rest to your body in 
the night and let your carrier-beasts also rest. When morning 
has appeared and dawn has arrived, commence your journey 
with God's blessings. When you face the enemy stand in the 
midst of your comrades. Do not get too close to the foe, like 
the one who wants ta commence the fighting, nor remain too 
distant like he who is aftaid of action, till you receive my 
orders, Hatred for them should not lead you to fight before 
inviting them (to guidance) and leaving no excuses for them.”* 


1. Taba algal, p. 191, Nab abBalaghab, Lewes 1, Wag'at Siffin, p. 123, atAkbbar 
al Tool, p. 166. 
2 Nahj alBalaghab, Letter 12 
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466, Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) - from his letter to some of his army chiefs: “LF 
they [the enemies] return to the shelter of obedience, then this 
is all that we want. But if the affair of these people led to 
separation and disobedience, then take with you those who 
obey you and rush upon those who disobey you. And be 
content with those who follow you and do not worry about 
those who hold back from you because the absence 
of a halfhearted man is better than his presence and his sitting 
down is better than his rising up.”! 


467, Imam ‘Ali (as.): “If the enemy launches an assault upon you, 
then spread your troops on the gates of the ditches for there 
exists nothing save swords; stand firm on the ground after 
arraying the troops. Do not look at the enemies in the face. 
Their number should not scare you, look to your own land 
[and front] instead. If they assault you, bend over on your 
horses and hide yourselves behind your shields like an 
impenetrable stronghold; and if they turn their back on you, 
launch an attack on them with your swords. If they stand firm, 
then stand firm on the other side too, And if they run away, 
rush on them and catch them,”* 


468, Imam ‘Ali (as.): “If God forbids you happen to face a defeat, 
hold a gathering and remember God and how He promised the 
deserters of the battlefield [to be punished]. Reproach the one 
whom you see turning his back on the enemy, Gather the 
banners and tie them together, The roughriders must hasten to 
bring the fugitives back to the troops and the army and anyone 
hiding in the hideaways is to come back to you, When the 
dispersed troops were gathered and your power was reclaimed 
and the defeated state has left you, hand over the troops to the 
commanders, mobilize the forces and fight. Seek assistance 
from God and be patient, for there is great reward for 
perseverance at the time of defeat and for the brave man's 
attack on the enemy”? 


1. Nabj abBalaghah, Lewcr 4, Bihar abAnwar, vol. 32, p. 67, hi. 48, Tadbhira al- 
Khacwas, p66 

2 Dait'im at-llam, vol. p. 1, 

3, Du'a'im ab-istam, vol. |, p. 313, 
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469, Tarik Dimashg — nartating from Ibn ‘Abbas: “Women fail to 
give birth to the like of the Commander of the Faithful ‘Ali 
ibn Abi Talib (a.s.). By God, 1 have neither seen nor heard of 
any chief to be compared to him, | saw him at the Battle of 
Siffin wearing a turban with the folders on both sides let down, 
His two eyes looked [glazing] like two fiery lights. He was 
standing before a small group and inciting them to fight until 
he reached me while I was standing amid the people, Then he 
said: "O Gathering of the Muslims! Let your heart feel the fear 
of God, lower the voices, put on tranquility, make use of the 
spears and before drawing your sword give it a good shake. 
Wave your swords to the left and right and strike them with 
their sharp edges. Coordinate your swords with your steps 
and your arrows with your spears. Certainly you are in the 
sight of God and in the company of the Prophet’s cousin. 


Launch your assaults consecutively and be ashamed of 
deserting, for it is a great shame that will remain in generations 
and itis fire on the Day of Account. 


Keep yourselves lively and delighted. Step toward death 
readily and lightheartedly. Take care of (concentrate on) the 
bulk of the [enemy's] troop and the tent whose ropes are 
stretched around and aim at their hearts, (or the Satan has 
mounted the unruly camel and has extended his arms, holding 
one hand forward to attack and 2 foot backward to run away 
So stay firm and persevere, so as the Light of God may shine on 

you, as:"...and when you have the upper hand and God is with you, 
| and He will not stint [the reward of] your works.”'* 


470, Imam ‘Ali (a.s.): 
it alone, Do not give it to anyone except the brave and the 
defenders of honor among you because they alone endure the 
befalling of troubles. And know that the guardians are those 


Do not let your banners bend down, nor leave 


} 1, Qur'an, 4738, 
‘irik Dimasha, vol. 42, p. 460, Murij abDhabab, vol. 2, pi 389, ‘Uysin ab-ARbban 
vol. 1, p 110 
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471. 


472. 


473. 


who surround the banners and encircle them on all sides and 
do not let it be ruined. They do not remain behind lest they 
give them over to the enemy, nor they go ahead of them lest 
they leave them alone.”* 


B. Arrangement of the Troops 

Da'a'im abislam — regarding ‘Ali (a.s): “When he advanced 
forward to fight, he would arrange the troops to the left, the 
right and the middle flanks, with himself stationed in the 
middle, He would appoint liaisons for them, would send forth 


vanguards and would order them to lower their voices, to pray, 
to have their hearts united, to draw their swords, to display 
their power. He would also order every group to be stationed in 
their own positions and that everyone who would make a raid 
should return to his position after the raid.”? 


Da‘@'im al-Islam — regarding ‘Ali (a.s.): “When he was ready to 
go on a battle, he would prepare the battalions and separate the 
tribes, He would appoint a person aver every group, array the 
troops and divide them into divisions. Then he would set off 
for the battle.”” 


Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) — on how to prepare for a war: “Send the 
infantry and the archers ahead to storm them |the enemy] with 
arrows, while the two flanks raid on them with spears, Ser the 
riders and the clite forces as the support of the banner and the 
forerunners; and do not leave your positions for @ rider from 
the enemy who has been left alone.”* 


LabKafi, vol. 5, p. 3% b. 4, Bihar nldnmar, vol. 32, p. 563, h. 468 Also, cf, Naby al 
Balaghab, Sermon 124. 


2 Da'a'im abtelam, yok. |, p. 372 


4. [bid 
4. ibid, 


vol. p. 372 
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474, Imam ‘Ali (as.) — in his commandment to the woops when 
dispatching them to confront the enemy; “When you proceed 
towards the enemy or he proceeds towards you, the position of your 
forces should be on the high ground or on the mountain slopes or 
the bends of rivers so that it may serve you as a shelter and a 
hindrance to the enemy. Your encounter should be {rom one or two 
fronts 


Place watchers on the peaks of mountains and the sides of 
highlands so that the enemy may not approach you from a secure 
or a fearful place, And know that the vanguard of an army serves as 
their eyes, and the eyes of the vanguard are their informers, 


Beware of separation. When you halt, do so together, and when 
you move, you should move together. When night comes fix your 
spears ina circle and do not sleep except for a dosing or napping,”! 


C. Keeping Hold of One’s Weapon in Battles 


475, Da‘a'im al-slam: “He ['Ali| (as:) detested @ man to drop his weapon 
during combat. When pointing out the ‘Prayer at the ume of Fear’, 
God said: "Let a group of them siand with you carrying their weapons” 
and He also said: "The faithless are eager that you should be oblivious o 
your weapons and your bageage, so that they could assast you ail at once.” 
‘The best thing for those who are in combat is not to separate their 
weapon from themselves by any means."” 
See The Encytlopedia of Commander of the Faithful, VIL, 100, 
(Martyrdom of Muhammad ibn Abi Bakr), and 104, (the sorrow of 
the Imam). 


D. Taking Opportunities 


476, Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) ~ describing the fighting: “He whe notices @ chance 
over the enemy should raid on him and take advantage of the 
opportunity ~ of course after strengthening his position ~ and when 
his goal is achieved he should return to his position.”* 


1. Nabj at Balaghah, Lower 11, Tuba al-Uyi, p. 
al Tiel, p66 

2. Qur'an, $102 

3. Da‘a'im al-olam, vol. |, 9-311 


4, tbid, vol. Lp. 372 


Wag'at Siffin, p. (24, abAbbbar 
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477. 


478. 


479. 


480. 


481. 


Wag'at Siffin: [in the battle of Siffin], Abnaf ibn Qays al-Sa‘di 
addressed the people and said: “O people of Iraq! By God, You 
will not confront this issue with your necks more lowered 
[more humiliated] than [you are] today. They lifted the veils of 
shame and they do not fight for the religion nor do they resist 
except out of shamefulness. So proceed!” 

They said: “If we proceed today, [it will be the same way a5] 
we proceeded yesterday. © Commander of the Paithful! What 
do you say?” 

‘The Imam said: “At the time of proceeding, do proceed; and 
at the time of withdrawal, withdraw, Proceed before they 
proceed towards you.” 

E. Tactical Withdrawal 
Imam ‘Ali (a.s.): “To retreat at the right time is equal to victory 


in its time.”? 


Imam ‘Ali (as.) ~ would say to his companions at the time of 
battle: “The retreat after which ceturn is intended and the 
withdrawal after which attack is in view should not make you 
unhappy.” 


9/2 
Establishment of Special Forces 


Imam abSadiq (as.): “The elite army included six thousand of 
“Ali’s (a.s.) companions.”" 

allkbtisas — nareating from ‘Ali ibn alHakam: “The 
companions of the Commander of the Faithful were those to 
whom he said: ‘Swear [your] allegiance, and | will promise you 
Paradise and not gold and silver. Our Prophet (s.a.w.) has 


1, Waa Siffin, p. 406, Bibar abAnwar, vol. 32, p. S11, b. 437; 
2, Ghurar ul-Hikam, h. 200. 


3. Nah 
4, abdiehti 


salaghah, Leiter 16, ‘Uyim ulltkam aoa absMawea sz, p. 330, b. 9648 
pe 
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27 


482. 


previously said to his companions: “Swear allegiance as I do 
not promise you except [the reward of] Paradise.” 

And they [the Commander of the Faithfull’s companions] 
included: Salman al-Farsi; alMigdad; Aba Dhar al-Ghifari; 
‘Ammar ibn Yasir; Aba Sasan and Abu ‘Amr al-Ansariyan; Sahl 
(Badri) and ‘Uthman, the sons to Hunayf al-Ansart ; and Jabir 
ibn ‘Abdullah al-Ansari.” 


And from among his close companions were: ‘Amr ibn al- 
Hama al-Khuza‘i, the Arab; Maytham al-Tammar ~ Maytham 
ibn Yahya, the freed slave - Rushayd al-Hijn; Habib ibn 
Muzahar al-Asadi; and Muhammad ibn Abi Bakr. 


His friends included: al-“Alm al-Azdi; Suwayd ibn Ghafla al- 
Ja'fi; abHarith ibn ‘Abdullah alA'war al-Hamdany, Aba 
“Abdullah al-Jadali, Abu Yahya Hakim ibn Sa'd al-Hanafi. 


His elite forces included; Abu al-Radi ‘Abdullah ibn Yahya 
alHadramt; Salim ibn Qays alHilali; and ‘Ubayda al-Salmani 
alMuradi, Arabi 


The elite from among his friends included: Tamim ibn 
Hadhim al-Naji (who was killed as a martyr with ‘Ali (as); 
Qanbar (a slave freed by ‘Ali ibn Abt Talib (a.s.)); Abu Fakhita 
(freed slave by Bani Hashim); and “Ubaydullah ibn Abi Rafi’ 
(who was ‘Ali’s (a.s.) secrerary).”' 


Rijal al-Kashshi — narrating from Abu Jarad: “I said to Asbagh 
ibn Nubata: ‘What is the status of this man [‘Alil (as.) among 
you?" 

He said: “Ido not know what you say; but our swords were 
on our shoulders, whomever he beckoned we would strike by 
sword, ‘Ali (a.s.) would say to us: Swear [your] allegiance! I swear 
by Allah that your allegiance is not for gold and silver rather it is 
for death. In the past a group of people from Bani Isra‘il 


1, abticbisds, p. 2, Thu Nadim, al-Fibist,p. 23. 
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483, 


484. 


swore allegiance among themselves and none of them departed 
from the world except that he was a Prophet to his folk or his 
village or himself and you are like them, except that you are not 
Prophets.”! 


Riyal alKashshe: “It is nartated from the Commander of the 
Faithful that he told “Abdullah ibn Yahya altdadrami in the 
battle of Jamal: “Glad tidings to you O son of Yahya, for you and 
your father are indeed among the elite forces. The Messenger of 
God (s:a.w,) informed me that you and your father are named 
among the elite forces. God has called you the elite forces (shurtah 
alkbamis), on the tongue of His Prophet, He also said: “The elite 
forces consist of five or six thousand people.”* 


9/3 
Paying Special Attention to the Armed Forces 


Imam ‘Ali (as.) — in his instructions to Malik al-Ashtar 
“Inspect the affairs of the soldiers as parents inspect their own 
child. Never let anything through which you have strengthened 
them distress you and do not underestimate the kindness you 
have undertaken for them even if it were small, for it will invite 
them to counsel you sincerely and trust you. Do not leave cut 
attending to their minor affairs while depending upon (the 
examination of) the great matters because your smalll favors will 
also be of benefits to them as the big ones are also such that 
they cannot do without. 

‘Among the chiefs of your army favor most him who assists 
the soldiers with his aid and bestows upon them what is at his 
disposal to the extent that suffices both them and those 
members of their families left behind, then their worries and 
concern in battle with enemy will be a single concern. Your 
kind inclination towards them will incline their hearts to you. 
Verily the foremost delight of the eye for rulers is the 
establishment of justice in the land and the manifestation of love 
for the subjects. But surely the subjects’ love will not appear without 


L. Rijal ab-Kaskibt, vol. , ps 19, b. 8, Bikar alAmovty, vol, 42, 150, 1 16 
2. Rijal al Kashsbf, vol. 1, p. 24, b. 10, Bidar anwar, val. 2, p. 131, B18 
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the well-being of their hearts, and their advice and sincerity 
(toward rulers) will not become right and fee from blemishes 
unless they watch over the rulers, find their governments of 
little burden and cease to hope that their period (of rule) will 
soon come to an end. 

Therefore, let their hopes be expanded, persist in praising them 
warmly and taking into account the (goad) accomplishments of 
everyone among them who has accomplished, for frequent 
mention of their good deeds will encourage the bold and rouse 
the weak and the indolent, God willing, 

“Then recognize in every man that which he has accomplished, 
attribute not one man’s accomplishment to another and fall not 
short (of rewarding) the full extent of his accomplishment. The 
eminence of one man should not lead you to regard his small 
deeds as big nor should the low position of a man make you 
consider his big deeds as small.”! 


9/4 
Care for the Troops’ Morale 


A. Encouragement 


485. al-Kaff — narrating from Abii Sadiq; “I heard ‘Ali (as.) encourage 
people [to war] in three places: Jamal, Siffin, and Nahrawan 


He would say: “O Servants of God! Be wary of God, cast 
down your eyes, lower your voices, speak little; and prepare 
yourselves for battle, conflict, confrontation, struggle, warfare, 
involvement, tough combat and steadfastness: "...and remember 
God greatly so that you may be felicitous. And obey God and His 
Apostle, and do not dispute, or you will lose heart and your power 
will be gone. And be patient; indeed God will be with the patient.” 


L. Nabj abBalaghah, Lewer 83, Tabaf al-Ugul, p. 137, Da‘a'im altslam, vol. |, p36 


2. alKafi, vol, 5, p. 38, h.2, abdrshid, vol. 1, p.265, Wag'at Siffin, p. 208, alMi'yar wa 
ab Mawezin, p. LS8 
3, Qur'an, 848-46. 
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486. 


487. 


488. 


|, Nahi alBalaghad, Sermon 
2. Naly al-Balaghab, Letter 16, 


Imam ‘Ali (as.) — in a sermon he delivered in the Battle of 
Jamal when the Commander of the Faithful gave the banner to 
his son Muhammad ibn al-Hanafiyya: “Mountains may move 
from their position, but you should not move from yours. Grit 
your teeth, lend your head to God (in fighting for God, give 
yourself to God), fix your feet firmly on the ground. Have your 
eye on the remotest foe and close your eyes (to their numerical 
majority) and be sure that help is only from God the 
Glorified.”! 


Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) — to his followers at the time of battle; “The 
retreat after which return is intended and the withdrawal after 
which attack is in view should not make you unhappy. Give the 
swords their due (to its maximum use), Knock your foes down 
on the ground; prepare yourselves for hurling strong spears and 


striking swords with full force and keep your voices down as it 
wards off defeat. By Him who split the seed (for growing) and 
created living beings, they [the hypocrites] had not accepted 
Islam but they surrendered (by verbally professing it) and had 
hidden their disbelief, Consequently, when they found helpers 
for their disbelief, they disclosed i” 


Imam ‘Ali (as.) — exhorting his followers to fight: “Put the 
armored men forward and keep the unarmored ones behind 
Grit your teeth because this will make the swords skip off the 
skull. Dodge on the sides of the spears for it changes the 
direction of their blades, Close the eyes because it strengthens 
the spirit and gives peace to the heart. Kill the voices because it 
wards off defeat. Do not let your banner bend down, nor leave 
it alone. Do not give it to anyone except the brave and the 
defenders of honor among you because those who endure the 
befalling of troubles are the ones who surround the banners 
and encircle them from the left, the right the rear and the 
front, They do not separate from them lest they give them over 
(to the enemy), They do not go ahead of them lest they leave 


Managib ‘Ali ibn Abt Talib, vol. 3, 9. 155. 
pin al-Hikame sa al-Maroat ig p. 530, h 64, 
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489, 


them alone, Everyone should deal with his adversary and also 
help his comrade by his own life and should not leave his 
adversary to his comrade lest both his own adversary and his 
comrade’s join against him (comrade), By God, even if you run 
away from the sword of today you would not remain safe from 
the sword of the world to come. You are the foremost among 
the Arabs and the great figures, Certainly in running away there 
is the wrath of God, unceasing disgrace and lasting shame, And 
certainly he who runs away does not lengthen his life. Nor does 
anything come to intervene between him and his day (of 
death). He who come forward to God is like a thirsty man 
who approaches the water. 


Paradise lies under the edges of spears. Today the reputations 
will be tested (all that is in mind will be revealed in the war). By 
God! | am more eager to meet them (in combat) than they are 
for (returning to) their houses! 


‘O God! If they reject truth, disperse their group, divide 
their words and destroy them on account of their sins, They 
will not budge from their positions until the continuous 
striking of spears causes piercing (of wounds) through which 
wind may pass, until the hitting of swords cuts through their 
skull, cleaves bones and breaks forearms and legs, until they are 
attacked by contingent after contingent and assaulted by 
detachments which are followed by reserves for support, until 
their cities are continuously assailed by force after force and 
until the horses trample the extreme ends of the lands, the 
tracks of their beast and their meadows.”! 


al-Kaff— narrating from Malik ibn A‘yan: “The Commander of 
the Faithful (a.s,) exhorted the people in Siffin and said: “God 
Almighty and Exalted guided you to a transaction that will 
deliver you from painful torments and persuade you to good 
faith in God and the struggle in the path of God. And He has 
set aside as rewards for this the forgiveness of your sins and 


alaghab, sermon 124, Also ef. abhad, vol. 1, p. 266, Wag at Sifin, 235, 


1 Nabj abs 
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pleasant abodes in the Garden of Eden. God the Exalted said: 
Indeed God loves those who fight in His way in ranks, as if they 
were a compact structure.” 


‘Then put the armored men forward and keep the unarmored 
ones behind, Grit your tecth because this will make the swords 
skip off the skull. Dodge on the sides of the spears for it better 
changes the direction of their blades. Casi down the eyes 
because it strengthens the spirit and gives peace to the heart 
Kill the voices because it wards off defeat and is better for 
enhancing dignity.”* 

490. Imam ‘Ali (as.) — in the aphorisms attributed to him: “No one 
will practice forbearance in war and veraciously face it except 
three groups: Those who are insightful in religion, those who 
are zealous over sacred and chastity, or those to whom 
degradation is torturous.”* 


B, Slogan 

491, Imam ‘Ali (as.): “The Messenger of God (s.a.w.) commanded 
the proclaiming of slogans before [launching] war and he said: 
Let your slogans include one of the Divine aames.”* 


492. Wag'et Siffin — narrating from Asbaq ibn Nabata; “Ali (as) 
never set out to fight except that he would ery “Kaj, Ha, Ya, 
‘Ayn, Sad.” 

493. Imam al-Sadig: “Our slogan is “O Muhammad, O Muhammad? 
‘And the slogan of the Muslims in the battle of Badr was: “O 
Divine Triumph come nigh, come nigh!” 

The slogan of the Muslims in the bate of Ubud was; “O 
Divine Triumph come nigh!” 

The slogan of the battle of Bani Nadir was: “O Holy Spirit! 
Comfort!” 

The slogan of the baule of Bani Qaynaga’ was: “O Our 
Lord! Never will they overpower You!" 


1 Qur'an, 6t 

2. alKaifi, vol. 5, p39, he 4 

5, Sharp Nah; al-Balaghab, vol. 20, p. 288 1.282, 

4. Da‘a im ablslam, vol. 1, p37 

5. Wag'at Siffin, p. 231, Bibar al-Antwar, vol. 32, p. 461, h. $98 & vol. 100, p. 36, fh. 32. 
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The slogan of the battle of Ta°if was: “O Ridwan (O Approver)!” 

The slogan of the battle of Hunayn was: “O Sons of ‘Abdullah! O 
Sons of “Abdullah!” 
The slogan of the battle of Abzab was: “Ha, Mim, they do not 
” 
‘The slogan of the battle of Bani Qurayza was: “O Salam! Keep 
them safe!” 

The slogan of the battle of Murisi', i.e, the battle of Bani 
Mustalag was: “Indeed, things return to God!” 

‘The slogan of the battle of Hudyabiya was: “May God's curse be 
‘on the unjust!” 

The slogan of the battle of Khaybar, j.c., the battle of al-Qamas! 
was “O ‘Ali, forgive them out of dignity!” 

The slogan on the day of the conquest of Mecea was “We are truly 
truly the servants of God 

‘The slogan of the battle of Tabuk was: “O One (abad)! O The 
Absolute, The Eternal (samad)!" 

The slogan of the battle of Bani Maluh was: “Cause them to die! 
‘Cause them to die!” 

The slogan of the battle of Siffin was: "O Divine help!" 

The slogan of Husain (as.) was: “O Mubammad! And our slogan 
is: “O Muhammad!” 


see 


494. Sharh Nahj alBalaghah — narrating from Salam iba Suwayd from 


Imam ‘Ali (as.) concerning the phrase: “ 
Akbar)'; “This is an expression for vietory. 

[Salam says:] “Allabu Akbar was ‘Ali's (a..) slogan that he uttered 
in battles and then launched his attacks. By God, he would lead 
whoever chased him and those who fought against him ¢o the docks 
(sources) of death.” 


‘od is the greatest (Allah 


495, Wag'ae Siffin — narrating from Tamim: “Whenever he set out on a 


battle, “Ali (as.) would utter the name of God when mounting. Then 
he would say, “Allahu Akbar, Allah Akbar! La ilaba ila Alla wa 
Allah Akbar! © God! © Ahad! O Samad! O Lord of Muhammad fn 
‘the Name of God the Compassionate the Merciful! There is no power and 
no strength save in God, the All-Exalted, the All-Supreme. “Ail praive 
belongs to God, Lord of all the worlds, the Compastonate the Merciful, 
“Master of the Day of Retribution. You falone] do we worship, and to You 
Jatone} do we turn for help.” © Godl Keep away from us the harm of 
the oppressors!" This was ‘Ali's (a.s.) slogan in the battle of Siffin, ‘al 


The name of a fortiess of the castles of Khaybar 

ab Rafi vol. 5, p47, he 1, Bibar tl Anwar, vol. 19, p. 163.1 

Sharh Nabj a! Balagbab, vol. 5, p. 177, Bihar abAnioar, vol, 32, p. 461, 400 & vol 
100, p. 39, B. 3S. 

Wag'nt Siffin, p.230, Sharb Nabj al-Balaghsh, wol. 8, p. 176 
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496. Waz'at Siffin: The sign of the people of Iraq in (the battle of] Siffin 


was a white piece of wool cloth worn over their heads and shoulders 
and their slogan was “O God! © Ahad (Onc)! O Samad (O 
Everlasting Refuge)! O Lord of Muhammad! O Compassionate, O 
Merciful!” 

‘And the sign of the people of Shim was a piece of yellow cloth 
worn over their heads and shoulders and their slogan was: “We are 
the slaves of God indeed, indeed; © Avengers for ‘Uthman's blood!*! 


C. Inculcation of Victory 


497. atJamal — narrating from ‘Amr ibn Dinar; “The Commander of the 


Faithful said to his son Muhammad: “Hold the banner and move 
on!” ‘Ali (as.) was behind him, he then called him: “O Aba al- 
Qasim!” 

He replied: "Yes, O Father!” 

He said: “My son! Whar you sce should not frighten you. I carried 
the banner when I was smaller than you and the enemy did not 
frighten me for I did not confront anyone except that [ instilled in 
myself that {would kill him. 

So with the help of God inculcare in your mind that you will 
triumph over them; and do not let mistrust in yourself bring you to 
your knees as itis the worst of degradations, 

[Muhammad said] I said: “O Father! [ hope I will be the way you 
wish for me to be, God willing!” 


D, Warning against Flecing from the Battleground 


498, Imam ‘Ali (a.s.): “Escape from the battle is among the great sins.”* 


499. Imam ‘Ali (as, 


“Escape is one of the two degradations.”* 


500. Imam ‘Ali (as.): “Launch successive attacks and feel ashamed of 


escaping for it is a disgrace among generations to come and a cause 
of fire on the Day of Judgment. Give your lives (t0 God) willingly 
and walk towards death with ease.”* 


Wag' at Siffin, p. 382, Bihar abAneear, vol. 33, p. 27, b. 380, Sharh Nabj al-Bataghab, 


vol. 8p. 15. 

alsjamal, p. 368, 

Da'a'im atislam, vol. 1, p. 310, a Musannif ft al Abadith toa atAthatr, vol. 2, p. 733, 
h.6, 

Ghurar ab-Ltikam, b. 1683 

Nabj al-Balaghah, Sermon 66, Térikh Dimaskg, vol, 42, 460 
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501. Imam ‘Ali (as.): “The escapee (from the battle) should know 
that he has infuriated God and has destroyed himself. Verily in 
escaping there is hostility towards God, perpetual degradation, 
eternal disgrace and depravity of life. The escapee will not 
prolong his life, nor will there come an interval between him 
and the day he is destined to die, nor will he please God. A 
man’s death in honesty and truthfulness before committing 
such a practice [escape from battle] is better than involving in 
these practices and accepting them.” 


802, al-Kaff— narrating from Malik ibn A‘yan: “The Commander of 
the Faithful exhorted the people in the Battle of Siffin saying, 
“|.May God have mercy on him who helps his brother and 
does not leave the adversary to his comrade lest both his own 
adversary and his comrade’s join against him (comrade), This 
way he will be condemned and will come to vileness; and why 
should it not be so when his brother fights with two people 
whereas he has given up and left his adversary to his brother 
and while he is Mlecing he looks back at the enemy and his 
brother? Everyone who does so, God will regard him as His 
enemy, Do not expose yourselves to enmity with God for you 
will certainly be moving towards Him, God the Glorified and 
Exalted said: “Flight will not avail you, should you flee from death 
or fiom being killed, and then you will be left to enjay only for a 
litile while.” 


“By God, if you flee from the sword of the world, you will 
not be secure against the swords of the world to come. Take 
recourse in patience and truthfulness, for triumph would verily 
follow patience. Struggle for the sake of God with a struggling 
which is worthy of Him; and there is no power and no strength 
save in God.”? 


£. Concealing that which Ruins the Troops’ Morale 

503. Wag'at Sifffn — narrating from Abu Rawg: “Ziyad ibn al-Nadr 
al-Harithi said to ‘Abdullah ibn Badil ibn Warga’: “Indeed our 
day and theirs is so hard. No one will endure it except he who 
is brave-hearted, well-intended and steadfast, By God, I 


j vol. 5, pl, h. 4, Bibar ab-Antear, vol, 32, p.472, batt, Also cf abMi'yar 
wa al Mazazin, p. 05. 

2, Qur'an, 38:16 

3 abKafi, vol. 5, p. 38, h. 4, Wag'st Siffn, p. 235, Tarikh Tabart, vol. 5, by 16. Also ef; 
‘Nabj al Baldghah, Sermon 124. 
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do not suppose that today anyone would survive except the 


villainous.” 
‘Abdullah ibn Badil said: “By God, | think so too.” 
“Ali (as) said: “Let this word be hidden in your hearts, Do 


not express it, and nobody should hear of it from you, Verily 
God has destined some group to be killed and some to die; 
everyone will receive his death as it is ordained. So how blessed 
are those who fight in the path of God and those who are killed 
in obedience to Him.”" 


9/5 
Deception 


504, Imam ‘Ali (as. “Whenever I quote a tradition from the 
Messenger of God (s.a.w.), by God that it is dearer to me to fall 
off [such a high place as] heaven than to attribute a lic to him; 
but in respect to mine, then indeed war isa deception."* * 


505. Imam al-Bagir (a.s.): “Ali (a.s.) would say: “Being snatched the 
way by the birds is better for me than attributing to the 
Messenger of God (s.a.w,) something that he has not said. 1 
heard the Prophet (3.a.w.) say on the day of [the battle of] 
Khandag: “War is a deception.” And he would say: “Speak in 
any way you wish [when in battle). 


506. Imm ‘Ali (as.) — in the aphorisms attributed to him: “In 
battles trust your tricks more than you trust your strength and 
be more delighted at your vigilance than at your valor, for the 
war is the war of the fearless and the advantage is of the 


vigilant.”* 
1. Wag‘st Sim, p. Wi, Bibar abdnndr, vol. 52, p. 4, b. 369-315, Sharh Nabi a 
Balaghab, vol 3. 18 
2. It is narrated in Musnad Ahmad ibn Hanbal in the following way: “When | 
telate something from someone other than the Prophet (s.a.w,), 1 am indeed a 
matt in battle,” (Musnad Ahmad ibn Hanbal, vol. 1, p. (77, b. 216) 


3. Sabyh al-Bulthart, vol. 6, p. 2539, h. 65: 
vol. 2, p- 746, h. 1066. 

4. Tabdbtb al-Abkam, vol. 8, p. 162, h. 298, Qxrb al dina, p. 133, 466 

5. Sharh Nabj alBalaghab, vol.20, p. 312, . 588 


ae vol, 5p. 132% 3415, Sabi Muslim, 
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Chapter Ni 


507. ai-Kaft - narrating from ‘Adi ibn Hatim: “When the Commander 
Of the Faithful confronted Mu'awiya in Siffin, he raised his 
voice so that his companions could hear him and he said: “By 
God, | will kill Mu‘awiya and his companions!” Then he 
lowered his voice and said: “If God wills!” 


1 was near him and I said to him: “O Commander of the 
Faithfull You have truly sworn to do it and then you said ‘if 
God wills’, What did you mean by this?” 


He said: “War is a deception and | am not a liar in the sight 
of the faithful. I wanted to incite my followers and encourage 
them not to show weakness and to fight against the enemy. 
Therefore, in future the wisest of them will benefit from this 
word. God willing!” 


508. Tafitr alQummt — in the report about the Battle of Khandag: 
“The Commander of the Faithful passed by while walking 
hastily and ‘Ame [Ibn ‘Abduwud] asked him: “Who are you.” 


He said: “I am ‘Ali ibn Abr Talib, the cousin of the 
Messenger of God (s.a.w.) and his son-in-law.” 


‘Amr said: “By God, your father was an old friend of mine 
and I do not like to kill you. When your cousin sent you to me, 
wasn't he afraid that I would snatch you up with my weapon 
and leave you in the air, neither killed nor alive?!” 


The Commander of the Faithful said to him: “My cousin 
knew that if you killed me 1 would enter Heaven and you 
would be in fire; but if I killed you, you would stay in Hellfire 
and I will go to Heaven.” 


“Amr said: ‘O “Ali, both of them are for you! This is not a 
fair dividin, 


He said: “Leave it aside now! | heard you say while holding 
on to the curtain of the Ka'ba: “If a person presents to me 
three requests, I will at least answer one of them."And [now] I 
have three requests from you, so answer to one of them.” 


“Amr said: “O “Ali, say what they are!” 


1. abKafi, vol. , p. 460, by t, Tabdhib abAbham, vol, 6, p.163, b. 29% Tafitr al-Qumimt, 
vol. 2, p. 60 
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He said: “The first is that you bear witness that there is no 
god but Allah and that Muhammad is His Messenger.” 


‘Amr said: “Put this aside and ask the second one!” 


He said: “The second is that you go back and turn this army 
fof yours] away from [confronting] the Messenger of God 
(saw). If he [the Prophet] is truthful, you will be honored 
through him, and if he is a liar then the Arab robbers and 
rascals do it (kill him) for you.” 


‘Amr said: ‘Would not the women of Quraysh then speak 
about it and the poets mention it in their poems that I was 
cowardice and retreated from a battle and that 1 betrayed a 
group that chose me as their chief.” 


The Commander of the Faithful said: “My third [request] is 
that you dismount [your horse] so that I could fight with you 
as you are mounted and I am on foot.” 


He then dismounted his horse and hamstrung it and said 
“This is a trait for which I did not suppose any of the Arabs 
would bargain with me.” Then he started [the battle] and struck 
‘Ali's (as) head with his sword, The Commander of the 
Faithful held his head behind his shield, but the sword rent the 
shield and hit his head: 


“Ali (a.s,) said to him: “OQ ‘Ame! As an Arab warrior will you 
not be able to fight by yourself and need to ask for assistance 
while I am fighting you alone?” 


‘Amr turned his face [to look behind him] and the 
Commander of the Faithful delivered a swift blow on his knees 
and cut them off. A huge cloud of dust rose around them and 
the hypocrites said ‘Ali ibn Abi Talib was killed. 


Soon the dust settled and they saw the Commander of the 
Faithful who was saying 


“Lam ‘Ali, son of Abd alMustalib; 
Death is better for the knight than running away.” 


Thereupon, the Messenger of God (s.a.w.) said: “Did you 
play a trick on him?” 


He replied: “Yes, © Messenger of God! War is a craftiness.”' 


1. Tafitr al-Qumnsi, vol. 2, p, 183, Bihar alAnwar, vol. 20, 9. 226 
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509. 


9/6 
Ethics of War 


A, Prohibition of Initiating a Battle 


‘arikh al-Tabart ~ narrating from Jundab al-Azdi: “Ali (as) 
would command us whenever we were in his company and we 
confronted the enemy: “Do not fight them until they begin; 
because you, by the grace of God, have proof (reason), and 
letting them initiate the fighting will be another proof and 
excuse for you. Whenever you fight with them and defeat them, 
do not kill one who retreats; do not murder the wounded; 
do not slander, nor mutilate the dead. When you reach the 
encampment of the enemy do not plunder nor enter a house 
without permission, Do not seize anything from them except 
what you find in their military base. Do not inflict pain on 
women by persecuting them even if they insulted your honor 
and abuse your officers, as they [the women] are weak in power 
and in will.”" 


510. Imam ‘Ali (as.) — in his instructions to Malik al-Ashtar before 


Sul, 


1. Tarikh al-Tabart, vol. 5, ps 10, ab Kamil ft al Tat 


2. Wag at Sifft 


the battle of Siffin: “Beware of starting the war against this 
group till you meet them and hear their words unless they 
begin it. Their evil should not prompt you to fight before 
inviting them [to guidance] and repeatedly leaving some room 
for their excuses."* 


Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) - in his instructions to his army before confronting 
the enemy in Siffin: “Do not fight them unless they initiate the 
fighting for by the grace of God, you have proof, and let them 
them until they begin fighting will be another proof for you 
against them. If, by the will of God, the enemy is defeated then do 
not kill the one who runs away, do not strike a helpless person 
and do not finish off the wounded.” 


1 vob 2 p- 3M, ab-Fuch, vol. 3, 


p- 15% Bihar atAnsnar, vol. 32, p. 618 hi. 376 


3. Nab al-Balaghab, Leueer 14, Wag'at Siffin, p. 203 
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B, Prohibition of Calling to Fighting 


312, Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) — to his son Imam Hasan (as.): “Do not call 
out for fighting, but if you are called to it do respond, because 
the caller to fighting is a rebel and the rebel deserves 


destruction."! 


C. Diplomatic Immunity of Envoys 
513. Imam ‘Ali (as. 
he claimed to be an envoy to you, if his claim is proven and he 
brings something that can substantiate it, then do not harm 


“If you triumph over a man of the enemy and 


him until he delivers his message and returns to his comrades; 
but if you find no proof to his claim, do not accept his 


assertion.” 


D. Giving an Ultimatum before a Battle 


$14. al Sunan al-Kubra — narrating [com Bara’ ibn ‘Azib: “'Ali (a.s.) 
dispatched me to fight against the Khawarij in Nahrawan and | 
invited them [to guidance] three times before we fought 
them.”* 


515. Imam ‘Ali (as.) — from his letter to the people of San‘i and 
Janad who were hostile and deceitful: “When my messenger 
comes to you, disperse and go to your residences so that 1 may 
grant you amnesty, forgive your ignorance, protect those of you 
who are away, and treat you by the ordinances of the Qur'an. 
However, if you do not do so, be prepared to face a mighty 


1. Nady atBalaghab, Aphorism 233, "Usain al-ldibam twa al. Mare 
Bibar alAnwar, vol. 33, p. 434, b. 968 


2, Da‘a’im abslam, vol. |, pe 376, 


3. al Sunan al-Kubra, vol. & 9.30%, h. 16739, 
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5 


516, 


army with a great number of cavalrymen who will head for 
those who have rebelled and disobeyed and you will be crushed 
as in a mill, Whoever does well, it is for bis own soul, and swboever 
does evil it isto its detriment, and your Lord is not tyrannical to the 


alt 
servants. 


E, Supplication before a Battle 


Imam Sadiq (a.s.) — when the Commander of the Faithful set 
out for a battle, he would recite the following supplication: “O 
God! Verily, You showed one of Your paths, put Your 
satisfaction in it, called Your friends to it and made it the best 
of Your ways for reward, the noblest for returning [to You] and 
the most favorable to You as a conduct Then [in this path], 
You purchased of the believers their persons and their wealth, 
that they would gain in return (the Garden) Paradise; they fight 
in His Cause, and slay and are slain; a true promise binding on 
You. 

So, place me among those from whom You have bought his 
soul and he has fulfilled his covenant to You; one of those who 
did not break a pact, nor violate or alter jt; rather, he made it 
(his sacrifice) in response to Your loving kindness and as a 
means of approximation to You 

So make it the seal of my affairs and ordain the end of my 
life in this way. Bestow upon me in it a martyrdom which 
brings me Your pleasure and removes my blunders. Place me 
among those who are living and provided for by the enemies 
and the rebels [through being martyred by them| under the 
banner of truth and guidance; moving ahead to assist them, not 
turning his back (on fighting], and nor creating doubts, 


© God! I seek refuge in You from cowardice at the time of 
terror, from indolence at the time of the champions’ 


1 Qur'an, alse, 


2, Sharh Nah al Bali 
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assault, and from the sins that would ruin my actions. I would 
thus be enfeebled out of doubt, or pass on without certitude, so 
my attempts would be futile and my actions unaccepted.”" 


517. Wag'at Siffin — narrating from Tamim: “Whenever “Ali (a.s.) set 
out for a battle, he would utter the name of God when 
mounting [his horse] and say: “Thanks be to God for His 
bounties to us and His immense Grace! “Jmmacilate is Ile wha 
has disposed this for us, and we [by ourselves] were no match for it. 
Indeed we shall return to our Lord.”* 


Then he would face the Kaba, raise his hands towards 
heaven and say: “O God! The steps were taken toward You, the 
bodies tired out, the hearts inclined to You, the hands raised 
up and the eyes turned keen. “Our Lord! Judge justly between us 
and our people, and you are the best of judges!” 


Then he would say: “God is the greatest! God is the greatest! 
There is no god save God! God is the greatest! © God! © Abad 
(One)! © Samad (Everlasting Refuge)! O Lord of Muhammad! 
“In the Name of Allah, the All-Beneficent, tbe All Merciful” Vhere is 
no power and no strength save in Allah, the All-Exalted, the 
All‘Supreme, Al praise belongs to Allah, Lord of all the worlds, the 
AllBeneficent, the AllMerciful, Master of the Day of Retribution, 
You [alone] do we worship, and to You [alone] do we return for 
help."* © Lord! Repel from us the oppression of the 
oppressors”, This was his slogan in the battle of Siffin.” 


F, Beginning the Battle in the Afternoon 


S18. Wag'ats Siffin: “The Commander of the Faithful (a.s,) would 
ot start fighting except in the afternoon and he would say: “At 
this time the doors of heaven will be apen, mercy is accepted 
and victory descends.” 


LakKafi, vol. 5, p. 90, bt, Tabdbtb alAbk 

HB Ba 

2, Qur'an, 41314 

3. Quran, 789, 

4. Qur'an, 1:2 

5, Wag'at Siffin, p. 230 & 231, Bibar al-Anwér, vol, 32, p. 460, h. 397 8 vol. 100, 9. 36, 
hia 


fol, 3, po 81, h, 23, Tafsir ab-Najahe, 
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He would also say: “This time [the afternoon] is closer to the 
evening, helps reduce murder, helps the warriors to disengage 
[from] chasing the enemy] and the defeated to be saved.”! 


G. Helping the Feeble 


519. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) — to his companions on the battlefield in Siffin: 
“Whoever among you fecls spiritedness of heart during the 
battle and finds any of his comrades feeling disheartened, he 
should defend him just as he would do for himself because of 
the superiority in courage he enjoys over him. If Ged wills, He 
will make the former also like him.”” 


520, Imim ‘Ali (as. “Whenever in a war, you find any of your 
brothers wounded, or someone afflicted with an injury, or 
someone who has been targeted by the enemy, strengthen him 
by your spirit [giving him couragel.”® 


H. Good Conduct towards the Remaining Enemy Troops. 


SUL. Tarikh al-Ya'gabi — narcating from Isma‘ll ibn ‘Ali: “The first 
person who taught how to fight with the people of gibla was 
“Ali ibn Abi Talib (a.s.), He would not kill the captives, would 
not chase after the defeated and would not finish off the 
wounded.” 


522, alIgd alFarid — narrating from Aba al-Hasan — in the reports 
concerning the events of the battle of Siffin: “‘Ali's (a.s,) herald 
would come out every day and call out: “O People! Do not 
finish off the wounded; do not chase afier those who have 
turned their back to the battlefield; do not rob the killed; and 
those who have laid down their weapons should remain 
secure.”® 


Lab-Kafl, vol, 5, p. 28, 5, ‘al alSbana’, p. 603, p. 70 

Nabj al-Balaghab, Sermon 123, altrsbad, vol. tp. 283, alJamal, p. 334, 

3. al Khisdl,p. 617, b0, Tubaf al: Ugul, p. 107, Bihar alAnwar, vol. 100, p. 21, h.& 

4. Tartkh al-Ya'qubs, vol. 2, p. 383, 

5. al-Tgd al-Parid, vol. 3, p. 333, Imam ‘Ali (as) also observed the same position 
toward the enemies in other battles, cf, Wag'at Siffin, p, 204, al-Kaf, vol. 5, p. 33, 
h. 3, alMustadrak ‘aia alSabibayn, vol. 2, p. 168, h, 2661, He had inspired this 
‘way of conduct towards the enemy from the sira of the Prophet (sa.w.) aKa, 
vol. 5, p. 12, h. 2, Tahdhib abAbkam, vol. 6, p. 155, h. 278, Ibid, p. 156, h. 276 
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523, 


524, 


525, 


526. 


al-Kaff — narrating from ‘Abdullah ibn Sharik from his father: 
“When the people were defeated in the battle of Jamal, the 
Commander of the Faithful said: “Do not chase after those 
who have turned their back to the battlefield and do not finish 
off the wounded. The one who shuts the door of his house is 
secure.” 


When the battle of Siffin took place, he killed the warriors 
as well as those who had turned their back on the battlefield 
and allowed concerning the wounded. Aban ibn Taghlib said to 
“Abdullah ibn Sharik; “These two treatments are different.” 


He [‘Ali] (as) said: “In the battle of Jamal, [their 
commanders] Talha and Zubair were killed but [in $iffin] 
Mu‘awiya is still standing and commanding (they could be 
remobilized and return to war again).”' 


al-Sunan al-Kubra — narrating from Abu Fakhita: “A captive was 
brought to ‘Ali (a.s,) in the battle of Siffin. He [the captive] 
said: “Do not torture me to death.” 


“Ali (a.s.) said: “I will not torture you to death. Indeed, I fear 
God the Lord of the worlds.” He let him go and then said to 
him; “Is there any good in you to swear allegiance?”” 


AbMusannif — nartating from Yazid ibn Bilal: “I was in the 
company of “Ali (a.s.) in Siffin and when a captive was brought 
to him, he would say: “I will not torture you to death. Indeed, I 
fear God the Lord of the worlds."He would take his weapon 
and swear him not to fight against him [any longer]; and he 
would grant him four dirhams.”* 

AtMusannif — narrating from Abu Ja‘far: “In the battle of 
Siffin, whenever a captive was brought to ‘Ali (as.), he would 
take his mount and. weapon and make him promise not to 
return, Then he would free him.”* 


IealKaft, vol 5, p33 b. 5, Rilal alKashshi, vol. 2, p. 482, 8.392, Bibar alstnanar, vol 
35, ps 6, h. 657 

2 alSunan al-Kubra, vo. 8, p. 315, by \67SH, Kunz al'Ummit, vol. 11, p. 348, 31706 

3 alMisannif ft atAbadith alAtha, vol. 8, p. 725, h- 25, Kang at'Ummdl, vol. Ui, p 
345, 31708 

4. al Mugannif fi alAbadith abAebar, vol. 8, p. 24, 0.23, Kang alUmimal, vol. 11, p 
345, b, 31702. 
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$27. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) — to the army before confronting the enemy at 


Siffin: “Do not mutilate the dead; when you reach the 
encampment of the enemy do not plunder nor enter a house 
{without permission]. Do not seize anything from them except 
what you find in their military base. Do not inflict pain on 
women by persecuting them even though they may insult your 
honor and abuse your officers, because they are weak in 
potencies, mind, and intelligence, We have been ordered to 
restrain (our hands) from them even though they may be 
unbelievers, for if a man offends a woman he will be rebuked 
along with his descendants after him.”! 


528. Tarikh al-Tabart ~in the report on the battle of Jamal: “Abnat 


ibn Qays and the children of Sa‘d rushed towards ‘Ali (as), 
while dissuading Harqus ibn Zahir, as they did not approve of 
fighting with ‘Ali ibn Abi Talib (a.s.). 


Then he [Harqus] said: “O ‘Ali! Our people in Basra 
presume that if you triumph over them tomorrow, you will kill 
their men and take their women captive!” 


He said: “There should be no fear from someone like me. 
Will it be permissible in regard to anyone except he who turns 
back [from the religion of God] ie. an apostate and disbelieves? 
Have you not heard the words of God Almighty saying: “And 
[you are] nol a taskmaster over them, except be who turns back and 


529, al:Kamil fi al-Tartkh: “There were forty wounded among the 


Kharijites and ‘Ali (a.s.) then ordered them to be taken inside 
Kifa and be treated until they recovered.”* 


3 
4 


al Kafi, vol. 5, p. 39, h. 4, Weg'at Siffn, p. 208, Nabj abBalaghab, Letter 14, Bibar 
alAnvwar, vol. 2, p. 563, h, 468 

Qur'an, s9:20-23, 

Tarith al-Jabari, vol 4, p. 196, al Kamil fral-Tarikh, vol. 2, p. 3% 

al-Kamil fl al Tartkh, vol. 2, p. 428, Ansab al Ashraf, vol. 3, 9-288. 
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Chapter Ten 


State Policies 


10/1 


Causes of Continuance of Governments 
10/1-1 


Establishing Justice 


530, Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) — when asked which of the two is better, justice 
or generosity: “Justice puts things in their places while 
generosity takes them out from their directions. Justice is the 
general guideline (that applies to the whole community and is 
essential for the survival of the society) while generosity is an 
exceptional case; consequently, justice is superior and more 


distinguished of the two. 


531, Imam ‘Ali (a.s.): “He who acts with justice, God will safeguard 
his kingdom.”* 


532. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.): “Observe justice and you will rule.”* 


533, Imam ‘Ali (a.s.): “Do justice to [be able to] govern,”* 


534, Imam ‘Ali (a.s.): “Nothing has safeguarded states like justice.”” 


1, Nak al-Balaghab, Aphorisim 437, Rawdat al: Wa'igin, p. SU 
2 Ghurar al-Hikam, b. 8122 

3. Ghurar al Hikam, b. 2253, Uyin al-Hikam wa alMawea'ig, p. 82, b1981 
4 

5 


Ghurar abHikam, h. 2223, Uyiin al-Hikam wa alMawa'ig, p. 78, b. 1886. 


Gharar al-Hikam, b, 9574, Uyin ab-ikame wa ab Mawoa ‘iz, p. ¢76, b. 912 
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Chapter Ten: State Policies 567 


535. Imam ‘Ali (as.): “Nothing safeguards states like practicing 
justice in them.” 


536, Imam ‘Ali (a.s.): “A just government is one of the necessities.”” 


537. Imam ‘Ali (as.): “Do justice so that your authority may 


538. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.): 
upon] justice.” 


“The stability of sovereignty is [dependent 


539. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.): “Obedience is a shield for the subjects and 
justice is a shield for the governments,” 


540. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.): “The stability of governments is [dependent 
upon] setting up just traditions.” 


541. Imam ‘Ali (as.): “In justice lies the emulation of Divine 
traditions and [grounds for] stability of the Governments.” 


$42. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.): “He who does justice will be in no need of 
companions.”* 


543. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.): “Justice is [the source of] stability for the 
ruled.” 

544, Imam ‘Ali (a.s,): “Justice is [the source of] stability for people.” 

545, Imam "Ali (as.): “The advantage of justice is its organizing of 
people.”!? 


546, Imam ‘Ali (a.s.): “Justice is the system of ruling”? 


1. Ghuvar al-Hikam, bh. 2448, Uyin al-Hikam va abMawaiz, p. 408, b. 6908 

2. Ghurar al-dlikam, b. 5110, ‘Uysin at-Hlikam wa alsMared ‘iz, p. 249, h. 4608 

3. Ghurar al-Hikam, b. 2285, Uyen alttikam wa atMawa ig, p. 83, ). 1998 

4. al Mawa ig atAdtiya, p. 53 

5. Ghurar al-Hikam, bi. 1873 

6. Ghurar ab-flikam, b. 4715, Uyiin abHikam va abMavea'iz, p. 217, h. 4263, 

7. Ghurar at-Llikam, b. 6496, ‘Uyiin abHikam wa abMawaig, p.385, h. 6023 

8. Ghurar al-Hikam, \. 8609, Usin abltikam wa atMuavwa'te, p. aal, h. 1665, at Sirap 
sal Mustagim, vol. \, p. 22 

9. Ghurar abHikam, b. 99%, 
hh, 994 

10. Ghurar al-Hitam, b. 806, 

U1, Ghurar at-Hikam, 4819. 

12, Ghurar alHikam, ls, 774, Uyiin abltikam wa atMuved'ig, po $2, b. 982, 


in al Hikams wa a Mawi ie, p. 30, h. 466, Ibid, p. «2, 
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547. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.): “God the Glorified made justice the stability of 


the subjects, purity from tyranny and sins, and the cause of 
easy execution of [the rules of] Islam.”! 


548, Imam ‘Ali (as): “When the subjects fulfill the rights of the 


ruler and the ruler fulfils their rights, then the right will attain 
the position of honor among them, the ways of religion 
become established, signs of justice become fixed and the 
will be practiced. In the light of this, time [life] will improve, 
the continuity of government will be expected and the coveted 
‘objects of the enemies will be frustrated.”* 


anna 


549. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.): “Justice is the strongest foundation.”* 


550. Imam ‘Ali (as, 


“The world is like a garden whose wayfarer is 
the shari'a (religious law); the sharf' is a king whose obedience 
is obligatory; obedience is a way by which the ruler will last; the 
ruler is a shepherd whom the troops help; the troops are 


assistants who are dependent on wealth; the wealth is [2 means 
of| sustenance that the people gather; people are masses who are 
made obedient and submissive by justice; and justice is a 
foundation on which the world is based.”* 


551, Imam ‘Ali (as.): “Justice is the best of two policies.”* 


352. Imam ‘Ali (a. 


wf 


‘Justice is the only sufficient policy. 


553. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.): “Politics can be measured by Justice only.”” 


554, Imm ‘Ali (a.s.): “The best of politics is [doing] justice,” 


Ghurar al-Hikam, bh. 4789, ‘Upin-al-Hikam wa al Mawa'ig, p.223, b, 4355, 
Nah al Bataghab: Sermon 216. Also cl, al-Kaji- vol. 8, p. 35, b 450, 
Ghurar al-Lfikam, W903, 

Bipar al-Anadtr, vol. 18 p. 83, hh. #7 

Ghurar al-Likam, b. \656 
Ghurar al-Hikam, i. 131, 
Ghuerar al-Hikam, b. 911 


Ghurar al-Hikam, b. 4948, (Uyiin al-Hikaom wea ab-Mawwa iz, p. 239, 2. 4505 


in abHikam wa al Marea 'ig, p. 186, h. 6332 


Us 


yun al-Hikam wa al-Mawe ig, p. 486, h. 8960, 
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558, 


559, 


560, 


S61. 


Imm ‘Ali (as.): “No mastery is like justice in politics.”" 


Imam ‘Ali (as.): “The beauty of politics is [doing] justice in 
ruling and forgiveness at the time of [enjoying] power.”” 

Imm ‘Ali (a.s.): “The subjects are not reformed except through 
justice. ee 

Imam ‘Ali (a.s.): “Make religion your sanctuary and justice your 
sword so as to be safeguarded from any evil and gain victory 
over every enemy.”* 


Imam ‘Ali (as.): “If the government is based on justice and 
supported by wisdom, God will make His friends victorious 
and vilify His enemies,”* 


Imam ‘Ali (as,): “The hearts of the ruled ate treasures of the 
rulers, Whatever justice or injustice he stores in them, he will 
find [the same]."° 


Imam ‘Ali (as): “Cities will not flourish except through 


justice.” 


Imam ‘Ali (as.): “Justice of the king is better than the 
abundance and fertility of the times and life.”* 

Imam ‘Ali (as.): “In the shadow of justice, bounties multiply.” 
Imam ‘Ali (a.s.): “He who does justice will gain power.”"” 


1, Ghurar al Hikam, h. 10895, ‘Upiin al-Elikame toa al-Mlavea iz, p. 5b. 10115. 


2. Ghuvar al Hikam, h. 4792, Uyan a-Hikam wa ai Mawa’iz, p. ¥ 


4556 


3. Ghurar al-Hlikam, b, 1347 & 4219, ‘Usvin al Hikam wa alMawea ig, p. 303, h. 93% 


4. Ghurar abHlikam, 2433, ‘Uyiin al-Hikam ea abMarwa'ig, p77 1 1985, 


5. Ghurar al-Hikam, ty. A118, ‘yin al-Hiam 2 


a Maoag, p. 132, bs 2921 


6. Ghurar al Hikam, W. 6825, ‘Uynn ab ikam ava al-Marwa'iz, p. 370, b. 6243, 


2. Ghurar al-Llikam, b, 9543, ‘Uyiin al-Hikeam won abMave 


481, 886, 


8. Mapalib al’Su'al, p. 56 


9, Ghuerar al-Hikam,W 


1, ‘Uysin al ikem soa al Maro, p. 188, b. 858. 


10, Ghurar abLlikam, b. 7111, 'Upiin abHtikam wea abMavea ig, p42, h. 7281 
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565. 


566. 


567. 


568. 


569. 


570, 


571. 
572. 


573. 


Imam ‘Ali (as.): “He who brings justice to cities, God will 
bestow His mercy upon him,"! 

Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) — among the aphorisms attributed to him 
“Those who treat the subordinate justly, will be treated justly by 
the superior.”” 

Imam ‘Ali (as.): “No reward is greater with God than the 
reward for a just ruler and a benevolent person.” 

Imam ‘Ali (as.): “There are two things whose reward cannot be 


of 
measured: forgiveness and justic: 


Imam ‘Ali (a.s.): “The policy of justice lies in three: leniency 
along with prudence, full enforcement of justice and generosity 


along with moderation.”* 


Imam ‘Ali (a.s.): “In establishing justice, seek assistance from 
having goodwill towards people, little expectation and plenty 
of picty. 


6 
See Chapter Six, 6/1 (Establishing Justice). 
10-2 
Good Management 


Imam ‘Ali (a.s.): “Ruling is nothing but policies.” 


“He whose administration is good, his 
os 


Imim ‘Ali (as.): 
supremacy will last. 


Imam "Ali (a.s.): “Good politics immortalizes supremacy.” 


Ghuvar al-Hikam, h. 8638, Upin al-Llikams wa al: Marea, 9. $60, i 9264 
Shark Nabj al Balaghabr 20/08/538 

Gbuvar al-Hlikam, b. 1526, ‘Uyun avHikam wa abMawd iz, p. 410, h. 6976 
Ghurar at-Hikarm h 
Ghurar al-Hikaws, b. 9592, ‘Uyiin al-Hikam wa alManoaig, p. 284, b. 514 
Ghurar al-Hikam, bh. 2408, 
Ghurar al-Hikam, We \ 
Ghurar al-[fikam, bs. 8438, Nazm Durar abSimiayn, 9. 
Ghurar al-Hikam, b 4800, 'Uyin al-Hikam wa alMavea iz, p. 229, 9409, 


yin al-Hikam wa al-Mazwd’iz, p.297, b- 5298 


yin al-Llikane wut at-Maea ig, p-77,). 1860, 
in al-Hlikam wa al-Meawut'ig. p18, h. 48 
. 
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874, 


875. 


576. 


877. 


578, 


579, 


580, 


S81. 


582, 


Imam ‘Ali (a.s.: “Good politics is [the source of] steadfastness 
of the subjects.”! 


Imam ‘Ali (a.s.): “He who follows good politics, obedience to 
him will be made incumbent.”” 


Imam ‘Ali (a.s.): “Through good polities there will be righteous 
manners.” 


10/1-3 


Good Behavior 
Imam ‘Ali (a..): “Good behavior is the beauty of power and a 
haven for governing.”* 
Imam ‘Ali (a.s.): “He whose good behavior increases, people 
agree on his superiority.”” 
Imam ‘Ali (a.s.): 


i “He who treats people nicely will be treated 
likewise.” 


1-4 


Vigilance in Taking Care of Affairs 


Imam ‘Ali (as.): “Vigilance in taking care of the affairs is a sign 
of [the permanency of] sovercignty.”” 


Imam ‘Ali (a.s.): “It is sagacious to be vigilant in securing the 
rights of the subjects and to feign negligence of their offences 
against you.”* 

Imam ‘Ali (a. 
of the] states. 


: “Lack of heedlessness leads to the [permanency 


Ghuvar ab-Hikams, b. 4818, U 
Ghuvar al-Hikam, bh. $025, 'Uynn abHikans wa atMawa'te, p 
al. Kafi, vol. 1, p28, be 38 

Ghurar al-Hikam, 9. 4847, 
Ghurar al-Hikams, 8407, 
Giurar al-Hikam, b. 8116, 
Ghurar al Hikam, hi. 9360, ‘Lyin al-Hikam va abMawa if, p. 469, b, 8558 
5. Ghurar al-Hikam, h. 9407, ‘Uyin ab-Hikam wa alMatea'iz, p. 470, h. 8597. 
Ghurar at-Hikam, 9610, ‘Uyiin abHikam wa alMavwa iz, p. 473, h. 8668 


yun ab Hikam wa abMawa iz, 


7108. 


yin al-Hikam wos at Maroa'iz, p. 435, b. x28 
sin al-Llikam wa al: Mazoa'ig, p. 40, b. 7633, 
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10/2 
Causes of the Decline of States 


12-1 


Tyranny 


583, Imam ‘Ali (as.): “The worst ruler is he who oppresses his 


al 


subjects. 


584, Imam ‘Ali (as.); “He who does injustice to his subjects assists 


his adversaries,” 


585. Imam ‘Ali (as): “Injustice ruins the subjects.” 


586, Imam “Ali (a.s.): “Injustice devastates the cities." 


587, Imam “Ali (as.): “He who treats his subjects unjustly, God 


would destroy his sovereignty and expedite his overthrow and 
destruction.” 


588, Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) — in his instructions to Malik al-Ashtar! “Make 


Ghurar al-Hikam, b. 9117 


sure that you, the members of your family and those whom you 
favor from amongst your subjects observe justice as regard to 
Allah and the people. For indeed if you do not do so, you have 
wronged. And as for he who wrongs the servants of Ged, God 
is his adversary instead of His servants. God renders null and 
void the argument of whosoever contends with Him. Such a 
person will be God's enemy until he desists or repents. Nothing 
is more conducive to the removal of God's blessing and the 
hastening of His vengeance than to continue in wrongdoing, 
for God listens to the call of the oppressed and He is always on 
the watch against the wrongdoers.”* 


‘Upiin al-Hikam wa ab Mawea'iz, p. 295, . 3283 
Ghurar al-Hikam, b, 1815, ‘Uynn ab-Llikam wa alMazca iz, p- 429, 1.7299, 

Giurar al-Hikar, b, 807, "Uys al-Hitiane wa abMavtea ig, p. 421995 

Ghurar al-Hikar, b. 1068, ‘Uyien at-{Tikarn wa al Marea ig, p. 3,2. 1087 

Ghurar atHikam, b, 8140. 

Nob at Balaghab, Lewer 53, Tuba al'Ugit 127. Also ef, Da‘a'm abtslam, vol, 1, 
pass, 
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589. 


590. 


596, 


597. 


Imam ‘Ali (as.) ~ to Ziyad ibn Abih: “Act on justice and keep 
aloof from violence and injustice because violence will lead 
them to forsake their abodes while injustice will prompt them 
to take up arms."! 


Imam ‘Ali (as.): “Any king to whom God bestows power and 
blessing and he employs them in order to oppress people, it is 
incumbent on God to take them back from him. Do you not 
see the words of God: “Indeed God does not change a people's lot, 
unless they change what is in their souls.”? 5 

Imam ‘Ali (a.s, 


at 


power. 


“In continuous wrongdoings lies destruction of 


Imam ‘Ali (as.): “He who wrongs in his rule, his state will 


s 
decline, 


Imam ‘Ali (as.): “Wrongdoing is the worst of policies." 

Imam ‘Ali (a.s.): “He who wrongs in his statecralt, people will 
wish for his ruining.” 

Imam ‘Ali (a.s.): “The oppression of an oppressor would lead to 
his destruction.”* 


Imam ‘Ali (as.): “He who oppresses will be destroyed by his 
oppression.” 


Imam ‘Ali (a.s.): “Injustice is one of the two destroyers.”!” 


1. Naby al Balaghah, Aphorism 476. Also cf, Rawdat al-Wa'vzan, p. 311 
2, Qur'an, 1811 


Ghurar al-Likam, bi, 1408, Uynn abbHikam wa al Maz 


Irshad al-Qulub, p. 6 
Ghurar al-Hikana, h, 6512, "Uyio al-Hikam twa al Mave, p. 355, b. 


Ghuerar al Hikam, by 8365. 


‘gps 193, h. 3970, 


Ghuvar al-Hikam, b. 8102, Uyun abHikam ton abMawa ig, p. 139, 7606, 
ab Mawwaig-alAdadiya, p. 9. 
Gbuvar al-Hikam, b. 1838, (Uys at-Hikam wa ak Mavi, p 452, 2. $107 


10. Ghee al Lika, by. 16S? 
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598. Imam “Ali (a.s.): “Oppression causes the steps to stumble, brings 


599, Imam ‘Ali (a.s.): “Tyranny ruins power.” 
600. Imam ‘Ali (as.): 


about an end to blessings and destroys nations.” 


“He who does not secure the rights of an 
oppressed from the oppressor, God will dispossess his power.” 


10/2-2 


Unlawful Bloodshed 


601. Imam ‘Ali (as.) — in his instructions to Malik al-Ashtar: 


“Beware of blood and spilling it unlawfully, for nothing is 
more deserving of vengeance, greater in its consequence or 
more likely to (bring about) a cessation of blessing and the 
cutting off of (one's appointed) term than shedding blood 
unjustly. God, the Glorified, on the Day of Resurrection will 
begin judgment among Ilis servants over the blood they have 
shed, 


So never strengthen your rule by shedding unlawful blood 
for that is among the factors which weaken and enfecble it, nay, 
and rather overthrow and transfer it, You have no excuse before 
God and before me for deliberate killing, for in that there is 
bodily [talion] retaliation. If you are stricken by error and your 
whip, your sword or your hand should exceed their bounds in 
punishment — harmed anyone by mistake — never let the 
arrogance of your authority prevent you from paying the 
relatives of the killed their rightfully due.”* 


602, Imam ‘Ali (as.): “The survivors of the sword? are larger in 


28 
number and more in descendants, 


Thid, b. 1738. 
Ghurar al-Hikam, b. 865, ‘Uyin al-Hikam wa al Mawa tz, p. St, 1.1319. 
Ghuraral-Hikam, b. 8966, ‘Uyun al Hikam wa abMawa'ig, p. 128, h. 7261 

Nah al Balaghah, Letter $3, Tubaf alUgul, p. 156, 

God will not let their blood be wasted and will increase the number of those who 
remain after them, 

Nabj abBalaghah, Aphorism 84, ‘Uyan ulHikam wa alMawa ig, p. 196, b. 4004 
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603. Imam ‘Ali (a.s, 
604, Imam ‘Ali (a. 


10/2 -3 


Mismanagement 
f 


“Mismanagement causes destruction.” 


): “He who mismanages will hasten his destruction.” 


605. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.): “There are four reasons [for the state] to fall 


off mismanagement; the evil of extravagance; failing to take 
lessons; resorting to too many apologies and excuses.” 


606. Imam ‘Ali (as.): “He who fails in politics will be belittled in 


607. Imam ‘Ali (as. 


leadership." 


: “Political feebleness is the blight of the leaders."* 


608, Imim ‘Ali (as.): “He whose management falls behind [the 


community] his destruction comes forward.”® 


609, Imam ‘Ali (a.s.): “He who mismanages, his destruction will lie 


in his mismanagement.” 


610, Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) — from an aphorism attributed to him: “When 


the rule of a group is expired, they become frustrated in their 
opinions.”* 


10/2-4 


Arrogance 


611, Imam ‘Ali (as.) — from an aphorism attributed to him: 


“Arrogance and possessiveness arouses envy, envy brings about 
enmity, enmity causes disunity, disunity causes separation, 


Ghurar ab-Eikam, h. 5811, ‘Uynn alHikam wa al-Macadiz, p. 281, 068, 
Gihurar at-Hiam, 's. 1906. 

Ghurar at-Llikam, \y, 10958, ‘Upiim at-Hikam toa al-Mavwi iz, p- 552, h. 10176, 
Ghar at-Hikam, hy, 8536, ‘Upiin al Llikam wa al Maza, p. 430, 8011 
Ghurar al-Likam, b. 3931, ‘Uymn abHikam wea abMaved ig, p- 181, ). 
Gburar at-Hikam, h 8045 be 8346, 'Uyien al-Hikam ava al Macea'ig, p. 30h. 7921 
Gburar al-Likam, . 4168, Upiin al-Hikam sea atMavea iz, p. #38, b, 7602, 
Sharh Nab atBalaghah, vol. 20, p. 303, 465 
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separation causes feebleness, feebleness causes degradation, which 
[in turn] ruins the governments and destroys bounties."! 


612, Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) - in his instructions to Malik al-Ashtar: “Then. 


surely the ruler has favorites and intimates among whom there 
is a certain arrogance, transgression and lack of equity in 
transactions. Remove the causes of these (qualities) by cutting 
off their roots, Bestow no fiefs upon any of your entourage or 
relatives, nor let them covet from you the acquisition of an 
estate which would bring loss to the people bordering it in 
(terms of) water supply or a common undertaking, the burden 
of which would be imposed upon them. Its benefit would be 
for those (who acquired the fiefs) and not for you and its 
disgrace would be upon you in this world and the next. 


Impose the right («/Aagy) upon whomsoever it is due, 
whether he be related to you or not. Be patient in this and look 
to your (ultimate) account; however this may affect your 
relatives and favorites, Look for the ultimate end in that (i.e, 
imposing the right) which weighs heavily against you, for its 
outcome will be praiseworthy.”” 


613. Imam ‘Ali (as) — in his instructions to Malik al-Ashtar 


“Beware of arrogating for yourself that in which men are equal; 
and of negligence in that which is of concern after it has 
become manifest to the eyes (of men), for these things will be 
held against you for (the benefit of) others; and (beware of 
negligence) of the fact that little remains until the coverings of 
affairs are lifted from you and justice is demanded from you 
for the wrong.” 


614, Imam “Ali (a.s.) — regarding ‘Uthman: “I am putting before you 


1 Ibid, vol 20 p. 345, b. 961 


his case, He ruled with arrogation and did it badly. You 
protested against it and committed excess therein. With God 
lies the real verdict upon the arrogant and the impatient.” 


Nah al-Balaghab, Lest 83, Tuhaf alga, p. 19%, 

Nahj al-Balaghab, Leceer $3, Thal al-Upul, p. 192, Upnin ab ltkam 
100, hs 2296 

Nah} aiBalaghah, Sermon 30. 
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10/2-5 


Violation of the Principles 
615. Imam ‘Ali (a.s): “There are four reasons for states to decline: 
violating the principles, holding onto the secondary things, 
giving priority to the villainous and putting aside the elite.” 


616. Imam ‘Ali (as.): “The coming to power of the villainous and 
the parvenu is an indication of its [the state’s] dissolution and 


decline. 


617. Imam ‘Ali (as.): “The decline of states lies in the employment 
of the basest of men.”* 


10/3 


Recommendations Concerning Socio-Political Relations 


10/3 -1 


Comparing others with Oneself 
618, Imam ‘Ali (as.) — in his will ro his son Hasan (a.s,): “What wise 
words are more comprehensive than [saying]: you should aspire 
for others what you aspire for yourself and to dislike for others 
what you dislike for yourseli.”" 


619, Imam ‘Ali (as): “It is the duty of the ruler to choose for his 
subjects what he chooses for himself.”” 


620. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) — in his letter to Muhammad ibn Abi Bake 
“Long for your subjects whatever you long for yourself and 


1, Ghurar ab Hikum, bi (095 
2. Ghnray at Elikam, b 4923, 
3. Ghurar al-Hikam, b. 54k6, ‘Uysin al{dikam wa ai-Maw 

4. Tubaf al-'Uga, p. 81, Bibar at-Ananir, vol. 77, P.208, b. 1 
5, Ghurar al-Hikam, hi, 9335, ‘Uynn abHikam wa abiMawe'iz, p46, by. 8862 


‘Upson al-Llikam eo ab-Maroa i, p. 590, b. (0137 
yin al-Hikam wa abMawd'iz, p. 202, h. an9s. 
ig, po275, h. 4098, 
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your household, and dislike for them whatever you dislike for 
yourself and your household.”' 


621. Imam ‘Ali (as.) — in his instructions to his son Hasan (a.s.): 


“Make yourself a scale between you and others. You should 
aspire for others what you aspire for yourself and dislike for 
others what you dislike for yourself, Do not oppress, as you 
would not like to be oppressed. Do good to others as you 
would like good to be done to you, Consider as ignoble for 
yourself that which you consider as ignoble for others. Be 
pleased with what others do, that which you would like others 
to be pleased with.”” 


622. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) — from his instructions to his son Muhammad 


623. Imam ‘Ali (as. 


ibn al-Hanafiya; “My son! [0 good to all people as you like 
good to be done to you and long for others what you would 
long for yourself. Consider as ignoble for yourself that which 
you consider as ignoble for others. Be amiable to all people so 
that when you are away they would be looking forward to your 
return and when you die they would weep for you and say: 
"Indeed we belong to God, and to Him do we indeed return.” Do 
not be like those about whom when they die, people would say: 
“All praise belongs to God, Lord of ail the worlds.”* 


“The most equitable treatment of people is that 
you deal with people as you like to be dealt with.” 


624, Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) — From an aphorism attributed to him: “Treat 


people in any manner you wish, they would treat you the 
same.” 


10/3-2 


Self-Esteem 


625, Imam ‘Ali (a.s.): “Honor yourself [by avoiding] every ignoble 


4 
5 


thing even though it may take you to your aspirations, 


-Amalt by alMutid, p. 269, b. 3, Tebaf al'Ugil, p. 180, atAmalt by al-Tasi, p30, 
bh, 31, abGharat, vol. 1, p. 24. 

Nahj alBalaghah, Letter 31, Kashf alMabaija, p. 226. 

‘Man la pubdurabue al Fagih, vol. 4, p. 387, b. 3834, 'Uyitn abLlikam toa alMavea ie, 
p79, 1914, 

Gbuvar al-Hlikam, b. 3170, ‘Uyan at Hikans wa abMawa'iz, p. 116, b. 2580, 

Sharh Nabj al Balaghah, vol. 2, p. 308, h. 538 
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626, 


627. 
628. 


629, 


630. 


631. 


632. 


633, 


because you will not get any return for the respect, which you 
have spent.”! 

Imam ‘Ali (a.s.): “Keeping away from the low things would 
debase the enemy.”* 

Imam ‘Al (a.s.): “Do not act in a way that ruins your prestige.”* 
Imam ‘Ali (a.s.}: “Let it be death, rather than lowering oneself 
with disgrace!” 

Imam ‘Ali (a.s.): “O People! Certainly death is more preferable 
than to be disgraced; and to be whipped is more preferable 
than to be humiliated and vilified.”* 

Imam ‘Ali (as.): “Let it be death but not humiliation. Let it be 
little but not disgrace!"® 


Imim ‘Ali 


disgrace.” 


(as): “Let there be lack but not encounter with 


10/3 -3 


Refraining from Enmity 
Imam ‘Ali (as): “Refrain from having malice in the hearts, 
hatred in the chests, turning away (from each other's help) and 
withholding assistance from one another.”* 
Imam ‘Ali (a.s.): “Interact with people in a manner that if you 
were to die they would cry for you, and if you were to live they 
would yearn for you”” 


1, Nebj atBalaghab, Lecter 31, Ghurar abtikan, h. 2428, Uyen al-tlitem sea al 
Mavoa'iz, p85, h, 2056 


2. Ghurar al Hikam, 
3, Ghurar al-Hikam, by. 1023 
4. Ghurar al-Hlikam, h. 361, 


5h, 9774, “Upsin ab-Hikam wa alMawa iz, p. 488, h. 6956 
ini al-Hikam wa absMazea iz, p. $18, h. 9398 
in ab-Elikamn wa al-Maroa'iz,p. 33, h: 621 


5. al-Kafi, vol. 8, p. 21, be 4, Tubal ab-'Uga,p. 207 

6. Ghurar al-Hikam, h. 300 & 362, Nabj at Balaghah, Aphorison 296, ‘Uitn ab ldikam 
aa al Maa ‘igs p33, be 620, 

7. Ghurar al-Hikams,l-98, “Uyien al-Hikeam wa abMawa'iz, p. 688, b, 9998 

8. Nakj alBalaghah, Sermon 192, Ghurar abHlikam, b 4544, “Uyin al-Hikum von al 
Mearwatiz, p. 200, b. 4046. 

9, Nahj alBalaghab, Aphorism 10, Gburar ab-Hfikam, hv S070 
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634. 
635. 


636. 
637. 
638. 


639. 


640. 
641, 


642. 


Ghurar ab-Elikam, \, 247, Upin abllika 
Ghuerar al-Hikam: hy 9382 8 429, ‘Upiin ab-Hikam wa al Maven 
Ghurar al-Likam, h. 9013, ‘Upitn at Hikam wa al Maw, p, 
Ghuras al-Hikam, hy. 4811, Uyiin at Hikam wa ab-Maw i, p. 


Ghurar ab Hikam, bi 1230, 


Imam ‘Ali (a.s.): “The peak of ignorance is enmity with people.”’ 


Imam ‘Ali (as.): “It is among unseemly choices to seek dominance 
over one’s peers and to incur enmity towards people.” 

Imam ‘Ali (as): “He who fights against people will be fought against.”* 
Imam ‘Ali (a.s.): "Sociability prolongs friendship.”* 

Imam ‘Ali (as.): “Through having good relationship, friendship is 
prolonged.” 

Imam ‘Ali (a.s.): “Deceptions are the roots of the transformations of 
the states.” 


Imam ‘Ali (a..): "Biven one enemy is too many.” 

Imam ‘Ali (a..): “My children! Beware of hostility t0 people, since 
they are either of the two groups: the wise who would play tricks on 
you; or the ignorant who would quickly retaliate, Statement is 
masculine while response is feminine, so whenever the masculine and 
the feminine become one, then there must be 2 result.” 


He then recited the following poem: 


be honorable ts be who avoids responding: 
And he who is tolerant towards people will achiewe his goal 
He who has respect for people will be respected by them too 


And he who humiliates people, will receive no respect.”™ 


10/3-4 


Loyalty in Agreements 
Imm ‘Ali (a); “O People! Surely loyalty in agreements is the 
soulmate and twin of truth. | do not know a better shield more 
protective (against the assaults of sin) than it One who knows how 
the Resurrection Day 1s 


al Mawd'ig, p, 264, b. 4810 
A, BSS. 
7h. 7252 

h 
h 
h 


a‘, 
iin abLfikam wa al-Mawa ¥, p. 


4 


Ghuray al-Llikam, bh. 1149, ‘Upsin al-Hlikam 201 al Maw ig, p. $3, 8. 1107 
al Khia, p. Rh. 111, Ravwdatnd Wa'igin, p. 312. 


1 
4 
4 
5. Ghurar al-Htikam, h. 4200, ‘Uyiin al-Tikave wa al 
6. 
1 
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shall never betray, We are in a period when most of the people 
regard betrayal as wisdom, In these days the ignorant call it the 
excellence of cunning.” 


643. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.): “The best [feature in relation to] Islam is to 
fulfill one’s pledges.” 


644. Imam ‘Ali (as.) ~ in his instructions to Malik al-Ashtar: “If you 
bind an agreement between yourself and your enemy or grant 
him a protective covenant (dbimmah), guard your agreement in 
good faith and tend to your covenant with loyalty. Make of 
yourself a shield before what you have granted, for men, despite 
the division among their sects and the diversity of their 
opinions, are not united more firmly in any of the obligations 
(imposed upon them) by God than in attaching importance to 
fidelity in agreements, The idolaters had already adhered to 
that (honoring agreement) among themselves before the 
Muslims, by reason of the evil consequences of treachery that 
they had seen. So never betray your protective covenant, never 
break your agreement and never deceive your enemy, for none 
is audacious before God but a wretched fool, God has made 
His agreement and His protective covenant « security, which 
He has spread among the servants by the Grace of His Mercy 
and a sanctuary in whose impregnability they may rest and in 
whose proximity they may spread forth, Within it there is no 
corruption, weachery or deceit. 


Do not make an agreement in which you allow deficiencies 
and rely not upon ambiguity of language afier confirmation 
‘and finalization (of the agreement). Let not the difficulties of 
an affair in which an agreement before God is binding 
upon you invite you to seek itsabrogationunjustly.For your 
patience in the hardships of an affair, hoping for its solution 
and the blessing of its outcome is better than an act of 
treachery that you fear its consequences and being questioned 
by Allah and you could not ask for forgiveness for it in this 
world and the next.” 


1. Nal al Balaghab, Sermon at, Khaja’is at imma, p. 98, Uyin-alliibam. sow al 
Marea’ig, p. 152, h. 3334 

2. ‘Uynin al-Hikam wa al-Maweat ig, p. 471, h. 868 

3, Nabj alBalagbab, Lester 33, Tubaf at'Ugil, p. 145. Also cl, Da'a'io ablslam, vol. |, 
p38 


596, Imam Ali and Political Leadership 


5.3 /10 
SN eat 
MS Sy Kea gs BUG 31 


Ea 


dle ply! .645 
Jrwas 646 


"ABUT OL nee GEV, HEL Of EE 53 


25 aleM oboe esl yo Gola LY oe lowe Ge AE mar gf Ge 10C 14 ye shat t 
fete 
Mot Jey HULL Oy hue Get Vad ay 94267 519 ye dials EL ae BI Ge cel 


eh Md phe gl IS Ge aslh col SN ie WE 1g 2080 7G LI, 


Li jg Scala gS ye M9421 SC Il ge 6g tah SANT go 


AaB ed ols 28 go Be fl lp 9S GUS BD eT 
(484 0 13g pa ny SU ILE gay db ge 


BIS yo Bg ALD gS 1g JB tage peo 


Chapter Ten: State Policies 597 


646. 


647. 


648, 


10/3 -5 


Discharging O 


Imam ‘Ali (a.s.): “Return the trust to the person who has trusted 
you, even though he would be the murderer of the children of 
the Prophets." 


Imam ‘Ali (a.s.): “Do not betray him who has regarded you as 
uustworthy, even though he has betrayed you; and do not 
disclose his secret, although he discloses it himself."* 


Imam ‘Ali (as.) — from his letter to Ash‘ath ibn Qays 
“Certainly, your assignment is not a morsel for you to have but 
it is a trust on your neck and you are being overseen by your 
superiors,” 


Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) — from his letter to one of his tax collectors: 
“He whose hidden position is not different from his open 
position and whose action is not different from his words, has 
discharged his obligation and his worship is pure. | also order 
him that he should not harass them (subjects), should not be 
harsh towards them and should not turn away from them 
because of superiority of an official position over them, for 
they are brothers in faith and helpers in the recovery of levies 


Certainly you have a fixed share and a known right in this 
levy, and there are other sharers who are poor, weak and 
starving, We shall discharge your rights. So you should pay off 
their rights. If you do not do so, you will have the largest 
number of enemies on the Day of Judgment, How wretched is 
the man whose enemies in the presence of God are the needy, 
the destitute, the beggars, the turned away, and the indebted 
and (penniless) travelers. 


He who treats the trust lightly, indulges in treachery and 
does not keep himself and his faith untarnished by it has 
certainly secured humiliation in this world and his humiliation 


1. ab Kbial, p. 614,10, Bibar ubAnwar, vol. 75, p. 115, b. 8 


2. Tubaf al-Ugil, p. 8 


‘Uyin al likam va at Maven iz, p. 31%, b. 9426, Bihar al- 


Antwar, vol. 77, P. 208, by 1 
4. Nabj al Balaghah, Leuter 5, Jawahir alMatalib, vol, 2 p.26 
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649. 


650. 


651. 


652. 


653. 
654, 


655. 


656. 


and disgrace in the next world will be greater. Surely the 
greatest treachery is the treachery against the Muslim 
community and the ugliest deceit is the deceit towards the 
Muslim leaders, Wassalam!”! 


10/3-6 


Making Use of Other People’s Knowledge 


Imam ‘Ali (a.s.): “The lost article of a wise person is knowledge. 
He should seize it anywhere it may be.”” 

Imam ‘Ali (a.s.): “Knowledge is the lost article of @ wise person. 
Therefore he deserves it more anywhere it may be.”* 

Imam ‘Ali (a..): “Acquire the knowledge wherever you find it 
Certainly knowledge is a lost article of the believer.”* 

Imam ‘Ali (a.s,): “Knowledge is a lost article of the believer. Seek 


it even though it is in the possession of the evil-doers.”* 


Imam ‘Ali (a.s.): “Acquire knowledge even from the polytheists.™* 


: “Knowledge is a lost article of the believer 
Seize it even from the mouth of the polytheists,”” 


Imam ‘Ali (as. 


Imam ‘Ali (a.s.): “Knowledge is a lost article of the believer, Seek 
it even from the polytheists; as you deserve it more and are 
more worthily of it.”* 


Imam ‘Ali (as): “Knowledge is a lost article of the believer. 


Acquire it even from the mouth of the hypocrites.” 


Nabj at Balaghab, Lewer 26, Bibar abAmzear, vol. 38, p. 928, h. 119. 
Ghurar al-Hlikar, bh. $897 

Ghurav al-Lfikam, h. 5896. 

Ghurar al-Hikam, \s. $083, ‘Uyin al-ttikam wa al-Maroa i p. 243, 1 462% 
Tubaf al-'Ugal, p. 201 

i Mahasin, vol. 1, p. 360, h, 771, Bibar alAnendr, vol. 2, p. 97h. st 
Tanbeh al-Kbarwatir, vol 1, p81 

al-Amalt by al-Tusi, p. 625, h. 1290, 

Ghurar al-Hikam, h. 1829, ‘Uyiin al-Etikam wa al Marea p22, . 18, 
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657. Imam ‘Ali (as.): “Knowledge is a lost article of the believer 
Therefore acquire wisdom cven from people of hypocrisy.”' 

658. Imam ‘Ali (as.): “Acquire knowledge from wherever it may 
come, because if wisdom is in the heart of a hypocrite it 
stammers in his heart until it comes forth and settles in the 
breast of the believer.”* 


10/3 -7 


Cultural Independence 

659. Imam ‘Ali (a.s): “It is seldom that a man likens himself to 
people and does not become one of them.”* 

660, Imam al-$idiq (as.): “The Commander of the Faithful would 
say: “This nation will always live with happiness as long as they 
would not wear the clothing or eat the foods of foreigners. 
However, if they did so, God would inflict disgrace upon 
them.” 


103-8 


Miscellaneous 
661. Imm ‘Ali (a.s.): “There shall be no prosperity where a tyrant is 
ruling.” 
662. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.): “The blight of prosperity is the tyranny of a 
ruler.”® 
663. Imam ‘Ali (as.): “Your turning away from him who inclines 


towards you is a loss of benefit while your inclination towards 
him who turns away from you is humiliation of the self.”” 


LNubj al-Balaghab, Aphorison 30, Khast is atA “imma, p98 

2. Khas is at moma, p. 9s, Nab atBalagbab, Aphorism 79, Rabi’ alAbray, vol. 3, p19 
3, Nabj ab Baldghab: Aphorism 201, Khasa’s al Aina, p. 115, Nucbtt a-Nazir, 33h 3 
4, abMahasin, vol. 2, p. 178, hs 1903 & p. 222, b. 1669, Biba alvAmwar, vol. 66, p. 323, he. 

5, Ghurar al-Hikam, ly. 10791, ‘Upon al-Fliham ma al-Mawa iz, p- 510, h. 1022, 

6. Ghurar al-Hikam, bs, 3988, 'Upiin abtfikam won atMawaig ps (8h, 377 

7, Nabj abBalaghah: Aphosism ssi, Bibar alAnwar, vol. 74 p. 104, Yanabi 
‘Mawadda, vol. 2, p. 252, h. 707, 
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664, Imam ‘Ali (as.): “He who does not incur enmity towards you is 


your friend.” 


665, Imam ‘Ali (a.s.): “He who inclines towards you in time of your 


666. Imam "Ali (as, 


fortune will turn away from you in time of your misfortune.” 


“Have love for your friend up to a limit, for it 


is possible that he may become your enemy some day; and hate 
your enemy up to a limit for it is possible that he may become 


your friend some day.”* 


667. Imam al-Sadiq (a.s.: “The Commander of the Faithful would 


say: “Let your heart combine need for people with 
independence from them. Your need for them should appear in 
your lenient words and affability, and your independence from 
them should appear in [maintaining] the integrity of your 


_ 


reputation and the retaining of your self esteem.” 


668. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.): “Grant all your friendship to your friend, but 


do not fully put your trust in him. Help him by all means, but 
do not divulge all your secrets to him, so that you have used 
wisdom and observed bonds of friendship.” 


669, Imam ‘Ali (as.): “He who does not tolerate those whom he has 


to tolerate is not wise.”* 


670, Imam “Ali (a.s.): “Do not deal with him from whom you cannot 


“7 
extract justice. 


abMawa iz abAdadiyya, p. 61 
Ghurar a-Hikam, b. 96. 


Nahj al Balaghah, Aphorism 268, Twhaf ab“Ugul, p, 201 al Amati by al-Tast, p.36e, 
h. 767, 


abKafy,vol.>, p. 149, hit, Ma'ant abAkbbar, p. 267. by 1, Tubafal-Ugat, p. 204 
Kang alFawd'id,, vol. 1, p.8. 

Tuba at ‘Ugal, p. 208, Biber atAnowt, vol. 78, p. $7, 12 

Ghurar at-Hikam, b. 10184, Upiin atHikam sea alMavia ig, p. 518, 8. 9400. 
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671, Imam ‘Ali (as.): “Beware of scaring your friends to the extent 


672, Imam ‘Ali (as. 


that it will force them to keep a distance and make them desert 
from you.”! 

: “He whose benefit lies in your loss will never 
be free from hostility to you at any time.”? 


673. Imam ‘Ali (as.): “Overlook at the time of strength and da good 


in your good turn of fortune so as to perfect your 
ee 
magnanimity. 


674, Imam ‘Ali (a.s.): “Put up with your friend’s blunders for the 


time of the enemy’s assault.”* 


675. Imam ‘Ali (as.): “People looking forward to your rewards is 


better than their fear of your punishment.” 


676, Imam ‘Ali (a.s.): “Substitute [other people's] interest in you with 


[theis] respect for you.” 


677. Imam ‘Ali (a..): “Let people hold on to their rites and customs 


678, Imam ‘AI 


679, Imam ‘Ali (a. 


680, Imam ‘Ali (as. 


3 
4 
8) 
6 
7 
8 
9. 


so [act in a way] that the innocent feel secure from you and the 
evildoers be scared of you; and attend to the borders and the 
outskirts of cities.” 


a.s.): “The hardest of all policies is 10 change habits 
and customs.” 

: “People will prosper as long as they differ. 
Then when they become alike they will be ruined.”” 


“He who treats people with tolerance 
10 


Il enjoy 


their company 


Ghurar al-Hikam, b, 2689, 
Ghurar atHikam, 9130, 
Ghuvar al Hikam, by 4328, Uyan al Hikari wa al Mav 
Bihar alAnwar, vol. 74, p. 166. 

Ghurar al-Hikam, h. 4510, Usiin al-Hikam wa alMawa'iz, p. 203, h. 410 

Ghurar al-Hikam, h. 291, ‘Upin al-Hikawt wa alMawa iz, vol, 2, p. 31, he 
Ghurar al-Hikam, bh. 2419, 'Uytin abHtikiam wa al-Marwa ity p. 81, b- 961 

Ghivar al-Hikam, h, 2969, Uyin abltikame ea al-Mawa tg, p. 18, b. 264, 

‘Upan Akhbar abRida, vol. 2, p, 53, b. 204, alAmalt by alSadag, p. 331, b. 18, 
Gherar al ikam, p. 289 


yin al Hikam wa atMavwdiz, p.¥8, h. 2283 


iz, p20, b 4048, 


10, Ghurar al-Llikam, bs. 9861, ‘Upnn atHikam ma al-Mazoa'ig, p.437, b. $286, 
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681, Imam ‘Ali (as.): “Obedience to the superior, respecting the 


peers and being equitable to the subordinate are among the 
signs of wisdom." 


682, Imm “Ali (a.s.): “The instrument of governing is tolerance and 


683. Imam ‘Ali (a 


forbearance,” 


“People delving into something is a 


preliminary step forwards achieving it." 


684. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.): “Beware of doing something that makes an 


honorable person disgust you, or debases your status, or ushers 
evil towards you, or makes you suffer a penalty on the Day of 
Resurrection.” 


685. Imim ‘Ali (a.s.): “He who rises to a high position undeservedly 


will collapse unreasonably.”” 


686. mim ‘Ali (a.s.): “Measure people with their own scales,”* 


687. Imam ‘Ali (as.): “Wisdom is that you do not dispute with your 


superior, do not debase your subordinate, do not promise [to 
do] what you are not capable [of doing}; that your tongue 
should not disagree with your heart and your words should not 
disprove your deeds, Do not talk about what you have no 
knowledge of. Do not give up affairs when applicable and do 
not pursue them when inapplicable.”” 


688. Imam ‘Ali (a.s,) — from an aphorism attributed to him: “Treat 


the honorable magnanimously, the average interestedly and 
fearfully and the ignoble contemptuously.”* 


Gihurar al Hikam,\s. 9422, "Wynn abltikam wa atl Marwa'iz, p.473, h, #676 
Nabj al-Bulaghab, Aphorisms 176, Khasd'is aA ‘imma, p. 110, Gherar al-Hikam, 
h.t2s6, 

Ghurar al-Hikam, by. $067, "Upiin al-Hikam wa ab Mawa'iz, p. 242, b. 4612, 

Ghusar at-Llikare, bh 27 iy Pe 100, 1, 2299 

Ghurar at-Hikam, b. 861 
alMawa'iz alAdadiyya, p. 37. This apparently means to measure people 
‘according to their own capacities and circumstances 

Ghurar al-Llikam, h. 9480, ‘Upin abblikam wa al-Mawa'iz, p. 473, b. 8681 

Sharh Nay at Balaghab, v0. 20, p. 311, bi. 574 
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689, 


690. 


OL, 


692. 


693. 


694. 


Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) — from an aphorism attributed to him: “If you 
have a friend whose brotherhood and friendship you do not 
approve, do not reveal it to the people, for such a friend is like 
a dull sword in one’s house that frightens the foe and they do 
not know whether it is sharp or dull.”! 

Imam ‘Ali (as.) — from an aphorism attributed to him: 
“Whenever a friend of yours does something good to you do 
not pay him back with full reward, but reserve some of it for a 
later time when his benevolence adds up,.”” 

Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) — from an aphorism attributed to him: “There 
are some people who diminish their favor when you increase 
yours and degrade you when you take them as your special 
friend, Their pleasure is not positioned where you can realize it 
and their fury is not situated where you can avoid it. If you 
ever encounter them, offer them your common friendship and 
deny them your deep friendship so that what you grant them 
may serve as a defense against their harms and what you deny 
them may keep their respect in check.” 

Imam ‘Ali (a.) — from an aphorism attributed to him: “A 
person who heads a group, wisdom forbids him to get drunk, 
for it is indecent for a guardian to be in need of someone [else] 
to guard him." 

Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) ~ from an aphorism attributed to him: “Do not 
accept chairmanship over the people of your hometown since 
they would not be in agreement with you unless you overpass 
the status of an accomplished leader,”” 


Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) - from an aphorism attributed to him: “Do not 
serve a leader whose indolence you are aware of and whom the 
circumstances has raised [to a high position] and he knows that 
you are aware of his past. For although he would be pleased 
with your service, he knows how [disdainfully] you look at 
him, so he would be annoyed with you.”® 


1 Ibid, vol. 20,» 
2 Ibid, vol. 20, p. 3: 
3, Ibid, vol. 29, p. 
4. Ibid, vol. 20, p 
5, Ibid, vol. 20, p 
6. Ibid, vol. 20, p. 
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695, Imam ‘Ali (as.); “Do not let your desires be free, for they will 


lead you to the ways of tyrants. and hence destroy you. Once 
truth comes to you and you happen to realize it, do not be 
indolent abour it, as you will be at a great loss.”! 


696, Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) — from an aphorism attributed to him: “The 


most detrimental to you is to inform your superior that you 
excel over him in chairmanship.”? 


697. Imam ‘Ali (a..) -from an aphorism attributed to him: “The 


little that leads to abundance is better than the abundance that 
leads to little.”* 


698, Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) -from an aphorism attributed to him: “It is of 


3 
4 


no harm to you to find your friend with your foe, for if he 
brings you no profit he will not cause you any harm.” 


Tubaf al Uyal, 150. 


Sharh Nabj ul-Bataghoh, vol. 20, 937, b. 963, 
Ibid, vol. 20, p. 344, 953, 
Ibid, vol. 20, p. 336, b, a2, 
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